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Let’s Start at the Beginning: Genesis 1-11 
April 18th, 2021 
Jeff Bruce, Lead Pastor 
  

The Chorus of Creation (Genesis 1:1-2:3) 
 

1. A Song of Earth’s Ancientness?  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
2. A Song of God’s Greatness 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3. A Song of God’s Goodness  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Further Thought and Discussion:  
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Getting Started:  

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 
  
Going Deeper:  
 

2. Historically, Christians have disagreed about the age of the earth. How is Genesis 1 
related to these disputes? How has this passage been interpreted? How have you 
understood the seven days in this passage? What do you think they refer to? What 
interpretation have you found most persuasive? What (if anything) did you find 
persuasive about Jeff’s interpretation? What questions do you still have? What do all 
Christians believe this text teaches about God and creation?   

3. What did the people of Israel need to understand about their God as they entered the 
Promised Land? What is Moses trying to communicate to them in this passage? How 
does an awareness of the original audience help us understand this text?  

4. How does Genesis 1 declare the greatness of God over rival gods in the Ancient Near 
East (see 1:1-2, 14-15, 21)? How is Israel’s God different from the gods of the 
surrounding nations?  

5. Seven times in this passage, God declares his creation “good” (1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 
31). What is the meaning of “good” in this passage? Who is creation good for? How does 
Moses’ depiction of God, his creation, and (particularly) the creation of humans, differ 
from other accounts in the Ancient Near East? How does his song declare the goodness 
and grace of God?   

Application:  

6. Although this passage isn’t attempting to provide a scientific description of God’s 
creative activity, it does have important scientific implications. How does this passage 
provide the framework for modern science and scientific discovery?  

7. God has formed the world to be hospitable for us. He creates for our good. How does 
this change the way we look at God, and his commandments? How does it change our 
view of obedience?  

8. What’s one thing from this sermon that you can apply to your life this week?  
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Genesis 1:1-2:3 
 
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and 
void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters. 3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4 And God saw that 
the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 6 
And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters." 7 And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the 
expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the 
expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 9 And God 
said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear." And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 And God said, "Let the earth sprout 
vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind, on the earth." And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants 
yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day. 14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 
separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and 
years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth." And 
it was so. 16 And God made the two great lights- the greater light to rule the day and the lesser 
light to rule the night- and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give 
light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the 
fourth day. 20 And God said, "Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens." 21 So God created the great sea 
creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their 
kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God 
blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the earth." 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 24 And 
God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds- livestock and 
creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds." And it was so. 25 And God 
made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, 
and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.  
26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
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every living thing that moves on the earth." 29 And God said, "Behold, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You 
shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and 
to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food." And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, 
it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the 
heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God 
finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he 
had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all 
his work that he had done in creation.” 
 

 


