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Phil 2:5-11  5 Have this mind among yourselves, which was in Christ Jesus,   
6 who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men.  8 And being found in human form He 

humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.  9 

Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on him the name which 

is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Titus 3:3-5 3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, 

serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and 

hating one another.  4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior 

toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, 

but according to His mercy, He saved us … 

 

I hope you all had a great Christmas.  We did as always, back for a few days in New Mexico, 

where the old folks and the old traditions die hard. I don’t know about you but our family is 

very traditional about Christmas.  For example, this is a picture of La Posta where it is our 

tradition every Christmastime to host a dinner with all the old folks.  We go to church 

Christmas Eve; open presents Christmas morning; buy the tree on the first of December.  

Have you ever let the tree dry out?  I did once and had to buy a second tree because it is 

our tradition to have a green tree.  The tree comes down the day after; Christmas lights are 

turned off by New Years; and there is no Christmas music in November or January, for by 

our family tradition Christmas all has to be in December.  So when I told my son that I was 

going to speak about Christmas on the Sunday after Christmas, he just groaned the groan 

of an old man watching the world pass him by.  And if you feel the same, that Christmas 

this year is so over and done with, to all of you, I want to point out that it is still December. 

 

Two States of Mind 

 

So, I have a Christmastime story for you.  Once when I started working as a water pollution 

inspector for the government, I was at a copper mine in Arizona, with Mr. Durenberger, the 

mine’s chief senior engineer.  He was around retirement age, had built dams, designed 

pump stations, and blown up mountains, doing real engineering for decades before I was 

even born.  I was just starting out, sent to Arizona to take samples of acid mine drainage 

into Mule Gulch.  I was a pretty fancy dude myself back then, with a punk eighties rat-tail 

haircut and a hippie ear cuff, a stitched EPA shirt to go with my big-boy government job, 

and fancy sampling bottles, chemical preservatives, pH meters, camera, and a field 

notebook, even my own rental car.  It was if I too was a real engineer building something 

new.  And wouldn’t you know it, and even better, no one had ever been out there to collect 

samples on a cold December day when sleet and rain were falling in sheets so much that 

the normally dry creeks were running all the way to the Mexican border.  I was young and 

very self-important, with a chance to make environmental sampling history. 
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But it was colder than cold.  I couldn’t keep my hands working, or my feet from freezing.  I 

couldn’t write down data or work the pH meter, and when Mr. Durenberger asked if I 

wanted to wear a company rain jacket with the company name, Phelps Dodge, emblazoned 

on the back I stood my ground and said no I’ll be fine.  And then after about two hours of 

this while down in the gulch, shivering, wet, fingers frozen, dropping my sample bottles, 

unable to write, or take pictures, Mr. Durenberger up on the levee said, “Son, it’s one thing 

to be tough and another to be stupid.” 

 

And so right there I had a decision to make, with the decision dependent on my state of 

mind.  Was I in mind naturally hostile to his judgment or would I in humility accept his 

judgment, his good will toward me, his knowledge of Arizona, and his direction on what 

would be best to do in the sleet and rain.  What do you think I did?  I’ll tell you later. 

 

There are really two states of mind, are there not?  Two ways of interacting with people, 

two ways of hearing suggestions, two ways of dealing with moral judgments, two ways of 

facing questions of right and wrong, two ways of understanding Truth.  We can be hostile 

with people or humble toward them.  We can be hostile to any suggestion made, to 

anything said, to any judgment given, to any statement spoken, or any opinion offered, 

from the kind of music to listen to, to the best way to cook a turkey, from how to be good 

father, to why obedience is the measure of a man, from reasons to receive forgiveness, to 

reasons to forgive.  We can be hostile, or we can have the humility to listen and discern, to 

admit failure and seek restoration, to judge rightly and act wisely.  There are really two 

states of mind – hostility or humility. 

 

And so today, since it is December, and by our family tradition, technically still 

Christmastime, I want to talk about hostility and humility, the two states of mind that 

people have toward Christmas.  From that, I hope through the Truth of the scriptures to 

make it clear to us the sheer humility of the ‘mind which was in Christ Jesus’ when He came 

as a baby and broke into this world.  I hope to then make a few observations of how the 

right state of mind toward Christmas impacts us who have been saved.  And then we will 

end singing one last nearly perfect Christmas song. 

 

 

Reading the Christmas Story 

 

So the Birth of Jesus, it’s a familiar story to us.  But maybe a question to ask ourselves as 

we read it again today is this: ‘Why would anyone be hostile about this?’  Why would any-

one be outraged at a story about a baby’s birth long ago?  Many people are.  For example, 

this was in the news last year.  The headline read: 

 

‘Church Cancels Charlie Brown Over Atheist Outrage’.  From the article:  An 

Arkansas church cancelled a school performance of “Merry Christmas Charlie 

Brown’ after critics complained the show was too religious.  The event held at 

a church was strictly voluntary for school classes to go to with parent 

permission.  However the Arkansas Society of Freethinkers, an atheist 

organization, threatened a court action because they claimed one parent 

objected.  Their attorney said, “The problem is that it’s got religious content 
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and it’s being performed in a religious venue. …  We’re not saying anything 

bad about Charlie Brown”. 

 

That’s right.  They are not saying anything bad about Charlie Brown.  But they are hostile to 

Jesus at Christmas, and the question is why? 

 

A second question to ask as we read the Christmas story is:  “Why, when God appeared, did 

He come as a baby, in utter humility toward us sinners?  Why didn’t God who has all the 

power, come in power?  Why didn’t God come as emperor or a president or a seven-foot tall 

superhero or in some other recognizable form of righteous power?  Does He not hate sin?  

Does he not vanquish His foes?  Why come as a baby? 

 

And finally, here’s a couple of verses to consider before we read the story of His Birth. 

 

Phil 2:5-8 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which was in Christ Jesus,      
6 who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men.  8 And being found in human form He 

humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 

 

Titus 3:3-5 3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, 

serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and 

hating one another.  4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior 

toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, 

but according to His mercy, He saved us … 

  

And so I’m going to read the Christmas story from Matthew and Luke, and along the way 

point out Christ’s gracious humility, as well as mankind’s two states of mind to His arrival 

here on earth. 

 

 

Emptied Himself 

 

Luke 2:1-7  1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from 

Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.  2 This census first 

took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, 

everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 

Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 

he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, 

the days were completed for her to be delivered.  7 And she brought forth her 

first-born Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a 

manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

The very idea that the second person of the God of the universe, Jesus Christ, of whom it 

says in John 1, that “He was in the beginning with God”, and “all thing were made through 

Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made”, … the very idea that He would 

come as a baby is simply astonishing.  Newborn babies have no abilities, no cognition, no 
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strength, nothing to offer.  They know nothing about anything, can speak no words.  My son 

when he was born could not see.  He opened his eyes but they just went back and forth 

focusing on nothing.  Newborns have no motor control.  They cannot recognize voices.  

They are defenseless and entirely helpless, in every way dependent on others to live.  A 

newborn would die in hours if left unattended.  The humility of Christ to ‘empty Himself, 

taking on the form of a servant’ is made more astonishing by the fact that He came as a 

baby servant.  In fact, if you want to be clinical about it, the God of the universe, came as a 

single cell in Mary’s womb just like everyone does.  Of all the ways to break into the created 

world, this way, born as a baby must be the most humble of all. 

 

… which makes me wonder why.  Why?  Which of you, if you had the fight of your life 

ahead, no matter what it was, would choose to ‘empty yourself’, even by just a single IQ 

point?  Who would choose to go into Game 7 of the Finals with an eye patch?  Who would 

choose to take a final exam without the ability to read?  Who in their right mind would 

choose to be a less capable, lesser version of themselves?  So why would God the Son 

choose to ‘empty himself’ to have the mind and abilities of a newborn baby?  Certainly God 

could find another way for He is God.  But God chose to save His beloved children by 

stooping down to be the lowest of the low, a baby, born without any worldly status, to an 

out of wedlock peasant woman. … I think He did so perhaps because it shows beyond a 

shadow of doubt that Our Savior is humble, kind, gracious, forgiving, full of mercy, … and as 

a baby, stripped of His power like this, approachable, someone we love and not fear.   

For people love, not fear, those who are humble, kind, gracious, forgiving, and full of mercy. 

 

 

Did Not County Equality with God 

Something to Be Grasped 

 

Well, back to the Christmas story in Luke 2. 

 

Luke 2:8-20 8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in 

the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  9 And behold, an angel of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.  10 Then the angel 

said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 

joy which will be to all people.  11 For there is born to you this day in the city 

of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  12 And this will be the sign to you:  

You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”  13 And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 

God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill 

toward men!”  15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into 

heaven that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to 

us.”  16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe 

lying in a manger.  17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known 

the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who 

heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds.  19 

But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they 

had heard and seen, as it was told them. 
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Something that stands out to me on this reading is that God choose to first announce the 

birth of The Savior to shepherds.  So the question is why?  Did you know the shepherds 

were outcasts of Jewish society, the lowest of the low?  They were considered unclean and 

so could not enter the temple even though they raised sheep for the temple sacrifice.  They 

were considered unreliable witnesses so much so that they could not testify in Jewish court.  

So why not announce the arrival of the singular moment in human history, the advent of 

God’s salvation of all creation, to those in the world who are in the position to give Him his 

due high honor, like kings and governors, scholars or priests?  It’s as if today God 

announced the birth of Our Savior first to some prisoners or the poor of India instead of to 

the President, or to the Supreme Court, the Royal Academy of Sciences, or to the Pope. 

 

I think there maybe a few reasons that just make us love even more Our Savior Jesus, the 

King of Kings, born as a lowly baby, and testified to by the lowly.  But let me cover just one.  

First, an announcement to lowly shepherds means he did not seek as His right as the Son of 

God the reliable testimony and honor of the highest officials of human society.  It’s as if his 

due honor as God was not something He craved or insisted upon, something He was entirely 

willing to lay aside.  The scriptures say: 

 

Phil 2:5-7 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which was in Christ Jesus,      
6 who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped (meaning striven for or held onto), 7 but emptied Himself, 

taking the form of a servant (baby servant) being born in the likeness of men.     

 

Who lays aside their due recognition?  When I was a snotty tenth-grader, the high school 

math teacher wrote a complicated word problem on the board and said he would like to see 

if any of us could solve it.  Now I used an elegant method, two steps, and arrived at the 

right answer which I remember to this day as the square root of 800.  I also remember the 

math teacher wrote a very tedious answer filling up the chalkboard with line after line to 

arrive at the same answer, and when he asked how I came to solve the problem, declared 

in front of the entire class that I must have had the help of my parents, both of whom were 

pretty technically sharp in things like math.  I still can’t lay aside the recognition due me by 

the math teacher who has long since gone on to his reward.  And yet, the Son of God lays 

aside His due recognition as the equal to God the Father that is His and only His to have, 

and proclaims His birth as a lowly baby to the lowly shepherds. Does that not make Him 

an even greater Savior, so lowly in heart, so easy for us to love.  Who is like Him? 

 

 

Humbled Himself  

And Became Obedient Unto Death 

 

Now for the rest of the Christmas story from the Book of Matthew. 

 

Matt 2:1-16   1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 

of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 

saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?  For we have seen 

His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”  3 When Herod the king 

heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. …  
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7 Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from 

them what time the star appeared.  8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and 

said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found 

Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.”  9 When 

they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen 

in the East went before them, until it came and stood over where the young 

Child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great 

joy.  11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child 

with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshipped Him.  And when they 

had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him:  gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. 12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not 

return to Herod, they departed for their country another way.  13 Now when 

they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and 

stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to 

destroy Him.” 14 When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by 

night and departed for Egypt, …  

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was 

exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children 

who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, 

according to the time which he had determined from the wise men. 

 

And so here it is in the scriptures -- hostility or humility, the two states of mind that people 

have had through the ages to the hearing of the Birth of Christ.  Some people, like the 

shepherds and wise men, for some reason, in humility, hear of His arrival, and with joy go 

to worship the King, born as a baby.  But why do others, like Herod, and all of Jerusalem, 

react with hostility?  Why do some people these days find depictions of the Nativity so 

objectionable?  Why do so many insist on ‘Holiday Trees’.  At my old office in the Federal 

government we had ‘Holiday Parties’, which at least are an improvement over the ‘Winter 

Parties’ we had for a few years.  In the former Soviet Union, the communists replaced the 

Nativity with Father Frost, the Snow Maiden, and the New Year Boy, and Christmas Day with 

New Years.  In the 1980’s, Father Geza Palffy, was arrested and beaten to death in prison, 

for delivering a sermon protesting the Romanian government’s declaration that Christmas 

Day was a work day.  And then there was Herod, the first hostile, who plotted to find the 

newborn King, and when he couldn’t, murdered all the boys under the age of two in the 

entire district.  Why such offence at Jesus’ Birth?  As a resident of a town where an atheist 

group sued to remove a Nativity on the courthouse lawn, asked, “What’s so offensive about 

a baby in a manger?  If it does not mean anything to you, why does it offend you?” 

 

Let me make a general observation that may stand as the fundamental reason why some 

people find the baby in the manger to be so offensive. 

 

Phil 2:8  8 And being found in human form He humbled Himself and became 

obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 

 

In other words, the reason behind all reasons for hostility is that Christ came as a baby to 

die on the cross in order to save us all from sin, and judgment, and the wages of sin 
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which is death.  And so His appearing must mean that each and every one of us needs to be 

saved, that in the eyes of God, for all to see, we are full of sin, unjustified, lacking, wrong, 

hateful, rotten, unrighteous, ignorant, malicious, wretched, dishonest, dishonorable, 

contemptible, and small-minded, in a word, sinners.  And many people just cannot stand to 

be reminded of the Truth about themselves in anyway, even by something as harmless as 

Christ-Mass Trees, or Christ-Mass carols, or a nativity scene.  It’s as if the story of His birth 

is each and every time like Mr. Durenberger pointing out yet another character flaw saying 

‘it’s one thing to be tough and another to be stupid.  Perhaps the hostility to the baby in 

the manger is really hostility at being judged a sinner. 

 

But those of us who do not mind being found out as a sinner, who can with humility view 

ourselves correctly, and who can see God for who He is, then the baby in the manger is the 

greatest news of all.  “He came to save us, and thank God, for I need saving,” is what we 

say, what the lowly in heart say, what the shepherds said, what the wise men said. 

 

Titus 3:3-5  3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, 

serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and 

hating one another.  4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior 

toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, 

but according to His mercy, He saved us … 

 

He saved us.  In humility, He came as a lowly baby and saved us.  In humility, He entered 

this hostile world and saved us.  With a lowly heart, He took upon Himself our sin and saved 

us.  With great love, He emptied Himself and saved us.  

 

 

Have This Mind Among Yourselves 

Which Was in Christ Jesus 

 

Therefore, the scriptures say for those of us who have been saved, to have this same mind 

among ourselves, Christ’s mind of humility.  So let me suggest three ways to have as our 

state of mind, His mind of humility, of humbleness, of lowliness in heart. 

 

First, be imitators of Christ. 

In the scriptures, Paul wrote in 1 Cor 11 to “be imitators of me as I am of Christ”.  Our 

Savior coming as a baby shows us that He is humble, kind, gracious, forgiving, full of 

mercy, lowly in heart, not needing His due recognition, someone we love and not fear.  So 

we should make it our aim to be someone who is loved and not feared. 

 

Second, let ourselves be humble. 

The scriptures in Phil 2 say to ‘have this mind among yourselves that was in Christ Jesus’.  

‘Have this mind’ or as some translations say ‘Let this mind be in you’ means simply that it is 

a something you allow yourself to have.  There is no reason hold onto hostility, for humility 

is our natural state when we see rightly the God who saves and people who need saving. 

 

Third, receive the blessings of humility. 

The scriptures offer many benefits for those of us who are saved to receive and accept:  

 God’s Favor 
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1Pet 5:5 5 Be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, but gives 

grace to the humble.”  

 

God’s Wisdom 

Ps 32:8-9 8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will 

guide you with My eye.  9 Do not be like the horse or like the mule, which 

have no understanding, which must be harnessed with bit and bridle. 

 

God’s Regard 

Ps 138:6 6 Though the Lord is on high, yet He regards the lowly.  But the 

proud He knows from afar.  

 

God’s Guidance 

Ps 25:9-10 9 The humble He guides in justice, and the humble He teaches 

His way.  10 All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth. 

 

God’s Liberty 

Ps 10:17-18 17 Lord, You have heard the desire of the humble; You will 

prepare their heart; You will cause Your ear to hear, 18 to do justice to the 

fatherless and the oppressed, that the man of the earth may oppress no 

more. 

 

God’s Pleasure 

Ps 148:4 4 For the Lord takes pleasure in His people.  He will beautify the 

humble with salvation.   

 

These are just some of the benefits of having His mind of humility – God’s favor, 

God’s regard, God’s wisdom, God’s guidance, God’s liberty, and God’s pleasure. 

 

 

Merry Christmas 

 

So in conclusion, this Christmas, as we remember the Birth of our Savior, perhaps we’ll then 

put away hostility and put on humility; perhaps we’ll remember that He came in the most 

humble of ways showing that He is someone to love and not fear; perhaps we’ll grasp that 

He is lowly in heart proclaiming Himself to the lowest of the low; perhaps we’ll know that 

out of His great love for us, he humbled Himself to death on the cross, to save us from our 

wretched condition. 

 

If you haven’t yet accessed this salvation you can today.  It says in Rom 10 that ‘if you 

confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God has raised 

Him from the dead, you will be saved.’ 

 

Finally, let me tell you what I did when Mr. Durenberger said to me, ‘Son, it’s one thing to 

be tough and another to be stupid?’  Well I was saved that year, and in the first exercise of 

‘having this mind in myself, as was in Christ Jesus, who emptied himself’, I put on his rain 

jacket.  Praise to our God, who resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. 
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Now, Erika is going to lead us in one last nearly perfect Christmas song, a slave spiritual, 

that captures it all, … while there is still time to do so in December. 

 

O, poor little Jesus 

This world is gonna break your heart 

There’ll be no place to lay your head, My Lord 

O, poor little Jesus 

 

O, Mary the mother 

O, Mary she bowed down and cried 

For there’s no place to lay His head My Lord 

O, poor little Jesus 

 

Come down all you holy angels 

Sing round him with your golden harps 

For someday He will die to save this world 

O, poor little Jesus 

 

Merry Christmas. 

 


