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Matt 18:15-17 - 21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall 

my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”  22 Jesus 

said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times 

seven. … “  

 

 

The Middle of the Story 

 

Good morning Creekside, I’m Greg Arthur, one of the pastors here.  Welcome back from 

Christmas.  I hope you all had a memorable holiday, one for the ages, already posted on 

YouTube with a hundred thousand followers.  Today, I would like to say something about 

Christmas, which I understand I’m still allowed to do.  But just barely, because, in our family, 

since we are from New Mexico where Christmas is huge, we have a family rule that all things 

Christmas must be confined to December, lest it take over the whole year.  That means no 

trees, no lights, no decorations, no fake snow, until December.  No green-and-red sugar 

cookies, no green-and-red sweaters or stockings hung by the chimney with care, or green-

and-red leisure suits, nothing green-and-red except chile, from 12:00am January 1st through 

11:59pm November 30th.  We make one exception.  We can have glorious Christmas music 

all day and night starting right after Thanksgiving dinner. 

 

But other than that, this is our ironclad family rule:  Christmas entirely and completely lives 

in December.  This means all the decorations, miniature Nordic villages, Christmas music play 

lists, and especially dried up flammable trees with electric lights burning on them, all of it 

comes down tomorrow.  Or, if I’m more of the lazy persuasion, all of it will be turned off 

tomorrow, to be taken down to the curb or to storage by spring, … I mean next week. 

 

With just a few hours left in December, let me say one thing about Christmas.  This book is 

1095 pages long.  The Creation and Fall take two pages.  And then, right after the Fall, on 

page 3, when man chose the evil of rebellion against God, the Bible introduces the Savior, 

“the seed of the woman who will crush the head” of the serpent.1  And then for 843 pages, 

the Old Testament shows how fallen sinful people cannot save themselves, how they will die 

apart from God, how they leave tragedy in their wake, how meaningless life is in rebellion 

against God.  As Solomon wrote, on page 584,2 “ALL is vanity and grasping for the wind.” 

 

But like any good story, the beginning foretells the middle.  So, the Old Testament also 

foretells the New Testament, saying this Savior comes once to save sinners, and again to 

destroy evil, that this Savior will be God and King, who comes as a baby, born of a virgin, in 

Bethlehem, who will raise the dead, restore sight to the blind, and heal the sick, and who will 

suffer and die for the sins of the world, saving His people.  And true to plan, on page 847 on 

                                                 
1 Gen 3:15 – He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.   
2 Eccles 2:17 – Therefore I hated life … for all is vanity and grasping for the wind. 
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Christmas,3 Jesus Christ the Savior enters this fallen sinful world and begins to do all that was 

foretold of Him.  And now, until He comes again, which is on page 1093,4 two pages from the 

end, we are living His plan for the redemption of fallen sinful people … out of this dying sinful 

world … into Christ’s perfect everlasting Kingdom. 

 

What strikes me about Christmas is how it’s the middle of history.  What was foretold in the 

beginning about the Savior coming has come to pass.  What is foretold in the middle about 

the Savior saving sinners is coming to pass.  And what is foretold about the end when the 

Savior returns to destroy evil will surely come to pass.  The redemption of fallen sinful men 

through the Savior is an unfolding of history.  It’s like an incoming tide, or how day follows 

night.  It is inevitable, unstoppable.  It’s as relentless as a river.  It’s just going to happen.  

Nations rise and fall.  But history just keeps rolling along.  It’s like the old slave spiritual about 

the gospel train rolling through.  When it comes to your station, you better get on board.  

Don’t delay.  Don’t wait for the next train.  There IS no other train, no other gospel, no other 

story, no other history, don’t miss it, for “now is the day of salvation.” 5 So, Merry Christmas, 

… now Get on board, children, children / There’s room for many a more. 

 

 

The Royal Family 

 

Today, we’re in the middle of a series entitled “The Return of the King,” from Matthew in the 

New Testament.  Matthew was an eyewitness disciple of Jesus, who wrote to the church about 

what he saw and heard when Jesus walked the earth.  He focused on what Jesus taught about 

the times in which we now live, between the middle of the story when He first came to save 

sinners, and the end when He comes again to destroy evil.  Matthew orders his account around 

five lectures Jesus gave about how to live now that His Kingdom is here.  Where we are today, 

is the fourth lecture, in Chapter 18, where Christ teaches how we, who are saved by faith in 

Him, must forgive one another as He has forgiven us.  And as we go through the passage, 

we’ll see that this command to forgive others involves these three steps that we must do:  

bring sin to light, receive Christ’s forgiveness for ourselves, and ask God to do for us what we 

cannot do.  Alright, that’s where we’re going. 

 

It all starts with an innocent-sounding question, and ends with a warning.  The disciples ask, 

“Hey Jesus, Son of Man, Son of God, we got a question, cuz’ you know, You always have good 

answers, so, well, we’d like to know, ‘Who then is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?’” 

  

Matt 18:1 - 1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

 

Pro Tip.  Never ask Jesus an innocent-sounding question, because He will see right through 

it.  It’s like asking your mom, are there any extra chores to be done, and she says you’re not 

getting an iPhone.  It’s true, right, that Moms can see right through every little innocent-

sounding ploy ever concocted up?  So, the disciples ask Jesus “who is the greatest in the 

Kingdom of Heaven” and as we’ll see, He says “Here are our family rules for getting along.”  

                                                 
3 Matt 1:18 – Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: 
4 Rev 19:11 – I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse.  And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True 
5 2Cor 6:2, Is 49:8 – Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
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I’ve entitled this talk, Family Rules for Getting Along, in order to point out that our passage 

today is about family and rules.  Family meaning the family of all believers saved by faith in 

Christ Jesus alone.  And rules meaning, well rules, for getting along in the family. 

 

Jesus answers them with two answers.  If you were with us two weeks ago, John Bruce spoke 

on Jesus’ first answer.  They ask who is the greatest.  And Jesus says the first family rule is 

we must come to God with humility, the way little children approach their parents, with no 

accomplishments to recommend them, but rather in utter humility. 

 

Matt 18:3 - 3 … “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted (saved) and 

become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  

 

This humility before God means living and breathing the fact that God is God and I am not.  

God is Creator, Savior, King, and Redeemer, and I am not.  God authored the scriptures, and 

I did not.  It is His Kingdom and not mine.  Now, from the greater family rule of humility 

before God comes lessor specific rules -- to treat others how He treats me, to not cause others 

to sin, to war against sin in my own life, to not despise anyone, because, as Jesus says at the 

end of his first answer, “it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these 

little ones should perish.” 6 

 

Jesus then follows with a second answer.  The disciples asked who is the greatest in the 

Kingdom of Heaven, and Jesus launches into His next answer by saying: 

 

Matt 18:15 – 15 “Moreover, if your brother sins against you, go and … “ 

 

And … we’ll look and what Jesus says to do in minute.  But, this second answer starts with “if 

your brother sins against you.”  It follows that after He says we are to treat others how He 

treats us, that this question might come to mind when someone doesn’t treat us that way.  

It’s a reasonable question.  But it’s how Jesus frames this question that’s worth looking at.  

He calls that someone who sins against you, brother, “if your BROTHER sins against you.” 

 

Jesus knows what He is talking about.  It’s His Kingdom He is establishing.  He is speaking to 

His disciples who will remember this conversation and know it applies to all who are saved by 

faith into His Kingdom.  The disciples were thinking about their place in the Kingdom, or at 

least their idea of it, maybe with royalty, servants, and subjects, a whole hierarchy of positions 

and titles.  They were talking about kingdom and being the greatest in it.  But Jesus sees 

right through it and answers that His Kingdom consists of brothers.  If your brother sins 

against you.  Because to Jesus, Kingdom is family – a unique kind of family, consisting of only 

a father and his children.  There IS no hierarchy.  Everyone has the same relationship and 

standing with God.  In His Kingdom, in His family, in the church of all believers, there is one 

Father and His children, who are related, not by birth, but by rebirth into His family through 

faith in Christ.  As it says in the scriptures: 

 

John 1:12-13 – 12 But as many as received Him (Christ), to them He gave the 

right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:  13 who were 

born, not of blood, nor the will of the flesh, nor the will of man, but of God.    

                                                 
6 Matt 18:14 



Family Rules for Getting Along – The Return of the King  

December 31, 2017 

 

4 

 

There is only God and the children of God in the Kingdom of God.  Therefore, in His family, 

toward each other, we can only be brothers and sisters.  That’s why Jesus answers, “if your 

BROTHER sins against you.”  So, the believer sitting next to you is your brother or your sister.  

Our believing mothers are our sisters.  Our believing sons are our brothers.  Our believing 

children’s children to the third and the fourth generation are our brothers and sisters in 

Christ’s family.  The disciples, Martin Luther, Marin Luther King, Mother Teresa, Sojourner 

Truth, Stephen the Martyr, Stephen the Curry, believers across town, believers across the 

seas, believers across history, every believer in Christ is our brother or sister in Christ’s family. 

   

It is close family.  You might have heard the term six degrees of separation.  It’s the idea that 

no one is more than six relationships away from anyone else.  For example, since I worked 

at EPA, I know Greg Marshall, who worked in Washington.  Greg knows Christine Whitman, 

who was the Administrator.  Christine knows President Bush, who knows President Obama, 

who knows Beyonce.  I am five degrees of separation from Beyonce.  You are no more than 

six.  Yet, in the Kingdom, in Christ’s family, there is just one degree of separation from Jesus, 

the King of kings.  And because we are all brothers and sisters, there are just two degrees 

between us.  I know Jesus, who knows you. 

 

It is a royal family.  Christ’s family consists of one all-powerful King and one brotherhood of 

all believers, each and every one born again of God, saved by faith,7 into eternal life, never 

to perish.8  One powerful King and one family of the Sons and Daughters of the King.  It’s His 

family, that He has purchased at great cost, dying on the cross.  So, valuable is this family of 

brothers and sisters, that the scriptures say that we are His treasured possession, “a chosen 

generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people.”9 

 

 

The Way of Forgiveness 

 

From the understanding that the Kingdom is a royal family of brothers and sisters, comes a 

second family rule.  The disciples asked who is the greatest?  And Jesus then launches into 

His second answer, an explanation of what to do, “if your brother sins against you.”  And as 

He gives His explanation, Peter figures out what Christ means. 

 

Matt 18:21 – 21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my 

brother sin against me, and I FORGIVE him? Up to seven times?” 

 

Christ’s second family rule is we must have forgiveness toward each other.  This is because 

His royal family is made up of us, sinners, saved by grace, who will nonetheless still sin.  In 

the family there will be strife, immorality, abuse, neglect, betrayal, theft, and even murder, 

for we don’t get to choose who is in our family.  Christ has come to save rebellious sinners 

out of this world into His Kingdom.  He picks His family from the only pool there is, of rebellious 

sinners.  So, He saves liars, addicts, deviants, the selfish, the self-righteous, and as impossible 

as it may seem, even me, an ex-sewage engineer. 

                                                 
7 Eph 2:8 – For by grace you have been saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God. 
8 John 3:16 – It is the gift of God / For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
9 1Pet 2:9 – But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people 
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And once we are saved by faith in Christ, once we are reborn as the children of God into His 

family, He begins the work of remaking us to be like Him.  The moment I was first saved, He 

killed the old Greg and gave me a new spirit opposed to sin and willing to obey Him as King.  

But the new me lives in the old body with its old sinful nature.  So, He also has begun the 

slow work of making me like Him in heart, killing the old sinful nature bit by bit, one change 

of heart at a time.  This means that until He completes this work in all of us on the last day, 

in the Kingdom, in His royal family, we will still sin against each other. 

 

And sin fractures the family.  So, it follows that the family rule is we must be forgiving of 

each other.  That is the only way we can live together.  And yet, I don’t know about you, but 

forgiveness is a hard road.  It’s hard to accept.  It’s hard to do.  If I forgive you for the wrong 

you’ve done to me, do you go scot free?  Everything within us screams against this.  Here’s 

what Jesus says to do. 

 

Matt 18:15-18 – 15 “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him 

his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your 

brother.  16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the 

mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.’ 17 And if he 

refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the 

church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector. 

 

Bring Sin to Light 

 

Jesus says the first step is this: you who have been wronged, make the first move to bring 

sin to light, just like Jesus makes first moves with us.  It seems crazy for the wronged to go 

to the offender, alone no less, to tell him his sin, until we consider that the offender is also a 

brother in Christ, also saved by grace, also under His rule, and thus also willing to obey Christ 

as his King.  So, when sin is brought to light, the brother who is under Christ’s rule is able to 

hear Christ say ‘own this’ and ‘turn away,’ lament and repent.  And when he does, Jesus says, 

“you have gained your brother,” as long as you forgive him in return. THAT’S why Peter knows 

Jesus is speaking about forgiveness, and why the family rule is we must forgive each other.  

For if I bring your sin to light, and you repent, it’s on me to forgive. 

 

Now bringing sin to light is tricky.  Maybe you are a conflict avoider like me.  I would rather 

let an offense pass even though I’ll start stewing.  “What’s wrong,” she says to me.  “Nothing,” 

I say, when actually there is something.  Now, there is sometimes something right about 

overlooking sin.  The scriptures even applaud it, saying it is our glory to overlook an offence.10  

But not if it deepens the fracture, or casts a gloom into our souls.  Conflict avoidance is often 

a symptom of our own unwillingness to be corrected.  If I don’t point out your faults then I 

have grounds to not have my faults pointed out to me.  Conflict avoidance even can be 

cultural.  When I lived on a tropical island, managing the construction of sewers and toilets, 

the islanders would say ‘yes’ even when they absolutely positively meant ‘no’.  To avoid 

conflict, they were in a masterclass all their own.  Now, my wife, and my son, are great with 

me, drawing me out.  But Jesus is saying I am to make the first move when my brother sins 

against me, and then be ready, willing, and able to forgive. 

 

                                                 
10 Prov 19:11 – The discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, and his glory is to overlook a transgression. 
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On the other hand, some of us are complainers, always finding fault with anyone nearby.  

Others of us are permanently offended, on a hair-trigger to find offense, as if we are God’s 

sheriff put on this earth to right wrongs.  And some of us are simply angry people, irritated, 

sarcastic, nit-picky, busybodies, that everyone learns to walk on eggshells around.  To the 

complainers, the permanently offended, and the angry, the family rule to forgive one another 

absolutely has to apply, but the step of bringing to light another’s fault must wait, because 

the far greater fault is in ourselves.  How can we see another’s fault if we’re blinded by our 

own?  Christ said to first remove the log from your own eye before taking the speck out of 

your brother’s eye.11  And that log is huge.  It’s the critical heart, the one that delights in 

finding fault to bring someone down, but vengeance is mine, sayeth the Lord.12 

 

And then there’s complicity, when we both sin against the other.  For example, one lies 

because the other is angry.  Or one won’t come home because the other is demeaning.  There 

are two sides to every story and no one has pure motives. And so, we often are complicit 

sinners, both of us fracturing the family, both sinning against the other.  Therefore, Jesus’ 

family rule really becomes if your brother sins against you, and you sin against your brother, 

then come together, own your own sin, repent of your part, and as it says in the scriptures,  

 

Eph 4:32 – 32 (And) be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another, just as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

 

Jesus is saying that forgiving each other starts with bringing sin to light.  It has to.  We may 

need to overcome our tendency to avoid conflict, or to be cleansed of our critical heart, or to 

face our own complicity.  But sin must be acknowledged for there to be forgiveness.  Because 

forgiveness is not the denial of sin.  It’s not a way to avoid justice.  Rather forgiveness is the 

acquittal of sin because justice for the sin has been met some other way. 

 

Receive Christ’s Forgiveness 

 

But what is that other way?  What is the next step in the family rule that we must have 

forgiveness toward each other?  Jesus goes on to explain. 

 

Matt 18:21-27 - 21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall 

my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  Up to seven times?  22 Jesus 

said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times 

seven (which is the Jewish infinity).  23 Therefore the Kingdom of heaven is like 

a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  24 And when he 

had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten 

thousand talents.  25 But as he was not able to pay his master commanded that 

he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be 

made.  26 The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have 

patience with me, and I will pay you all.’  27 Then the master of that servant 

was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.   

 

                                                 
11 Matt 7:1-5 – Judge not, that you not be judged.  For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged … First 

remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 
12 Deut 32:35, Rom 12:19, Ps 94:1 -Vengeance is mine, says the Lord. 
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In this illustration, Jesus is saying we are like a servant who owed an unpayable debt, and 

was thus condemned to lose everything, his job, his wife, his kids, his dog, (it’s like a country 

song), his life, his liberty.  A talent was a silver brick worth 6,000 days wages.13  The servant 

owed 10,000 of these, worth 60 million days wages or 4,000 lifetimes of labor!  That’s how 

far we are from saving ourselves.  That’s what it means when we say we are fallen sinners so 

guilty of unrighteousness before a holy God that we’re condemned to die.14  But like the 

master in Jesus’ story, Christ is moved with compassion for us.  Instead of requiring us to be 

perfectly righteous, He moves the finish line and credits something much less, faith in Him as 

perfect righteousness,15 which results in our acquittal.  Released and freed by faith in Christ. 

 

But acquittal does not satisfy the demands of justice for our sin, all the evil, all the harm, all 

the betrayal, treason, and rebellion.  In a just world, there must be an accounting for sin.  So, 

Christ, sees our bankruptcy, and again is moved with compassion, and says He will take our 

condemnation and die in our place the death we deserve.  Jesus Himself, the King, the Son 

of God, sacrifices his life to satisfy justice for all our sins forever.  In the context of His 

illustration, it’s 4,000 lifetimes given for me, and 4,000 for you, and 4,000 more for every 

one of us, all together, an infinite debt, paid for at the cross.  That is why we say Jesus was 

crucified for our sins.  That’s why we say Jesus paid it all.  That’s why the scriptures call Jesus 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world,16 so priceless is His sacrifice to satisfy 

justice forever.  He died so we could be forgiven.  He died so this remains a just world.  He 

died to save us.  His way of forgiveness is the cross, costly, painful, undeserved, a heart-

breaking sacrifice, utterly beyond us, and astonishing that anyone would do such a thing.   

 

It’s life-changing to witness when someone dies to save another.  You may know of Father 

Kolbe, a priest sent to a German concentration camp.  If a prisoner escaped, the Nazi guards 

would pick ten prisoners for execution.  This happened, and one of the ten said as he was 

chosen, “my wife, my children,” to which Father Kolbe said, “I’ll take his place.”  There is a 

statue of him in Westminster Abbey, and many schools and parks named after him.  What he 

did is just a glimmer of what Christ has done.  Christ took our sins and died so we may be 

forgiven and live.  The family rule is really that we must forgive each other (because) Christ 

has forgiven us.  The first step is to bring sin to light.  The second step is to receive Christ’s 

forgiveness yourself, to live and breathe what He has done on the cross. 

 

 

The Truth of Forgiveness 

 

It follows that Christ’s forgiveness is necessary in order to forgive others.  Jesus continues 

with His illustration about the servant forgiven an unpayable debt. 

  

Matt 18:28-30 - 28 “But that servant went out and found one of his fellow 

servants who owed him a hundred denarii (about four months wages not 4,000 

lifetimes); and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay 

me what you owe!’  29 So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged 

                                                 
13 Entry for talanton G5007 - http://biblehub.com/greek/5007.htm.  
14 Rom 3:10-12, Ps 14:1-3 – There is none righteous, no not one. 
15 Rom 4:20-25, Gen 15:6 – (Faith credited as righteousness) to us who believe God raised Jesus from the dead  
16 John 1:29 – Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 

http://biblehub.com/greek/5007.htm
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him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’  30 And he would 

not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt.” 

 

Jesus is saying that since Christ has forgiven you, you must forgive your brother, because of 

an equal standing before Him.  “But that servant went out and found one of his FELLOW 

servants,” who is forgiven by the same master of his unpayable debt.  This means Christ has 

also died for your brother’s sins, fully satisfying the demands of justice for all that he has 

done.  And if Christ has forgiven him, who are you to demand something God does not?  What 

do you know that God doesn’t?  What authority to you have that God doesn’t have?  Are you 

your brother’s ruler?  Or are we FELLOW servants of the same Master, fellow children of the 

most-high God, fellow brothers and sisters in Christ’s royal family.  So, if Christ has forgiven 

me as He has forgiven you, then we must forgive each other.  That’s the family rule. 

 

 

The Life of Forgiveness 

 

In essence, Jesus is saying that it all comes down to humility and forgiveness -- that we must 

have humility toward God and forgiveness toward each other.  These family rules simply 

follow from what we believe about Jesus.  For if we believe Jesus is Lord, we will have humility 

toward God.  And if we believe Jesus is Savior, whose way of forgiveness is the cross, we will 

have forgiveness toward each other.  Everything depends on what we believe about Jesus.  

In the law, there is the principle of the fruit from the poison tree.  That means that when the 

underlying facts are wrong, any conclusion based on those facts are wrong.  So, Jesus ends 

his illustration about the servant forgiven an unpayable debt with a poison tree warning: 

 

Matt 18:33-35 – 33 Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow 

servant, just as I had pity on you?’  34 And his master was angry, and delivered 

him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.  35 “So My 

Heavenly Father also will do to you, if each of you, from his heart does not 

forgive his brother his trespasses.” 

 

Forgive or else.  But not forgiving others from the heart is the fruit of the poison tree.  The 

poison tree itself is unbelief.  So really this warning is THE warning of the whole Bible to make 

Jesus Lord and Savior of your life, or perish in unbelief.  

 

I’d like to end with a story about two men who made Jesus their Lord and Savior, and how 

Christ made them brothers.17  Rusty Woomer came from a hard upbringing, of drugs, jail, 

and then one day he shot six and murdered four.  He was tried and sentenced to death.  While 

on death row, a visitor from a church said, “You’re a spiritually dead man, son.  Jesus can 

give you something better.  Don’t you want to pray to give your life to Him instead?”  At that, 

Rusty wept for the first time since he was a child, and prayed, “Jesus, I’ve hurt a lot of people.  

Ain’t no way I deserve You to hear me.  Please forgive me, Jesus, for everything I’ve done.”  

And he was right there saved.  Ten years in, facing his execution date, Rusty wrote a final 

statement, “I’ve written letters to the families of my victims asking them for forgiveness.  I 

understand if they can’t forgive me.  I would die a hundred times over if it would put one 

breath of life back into them.” 

                                                 
17 * Charles Colson, and Ellen Vaughn, Being the Body, W Publishing Group, Nashville, Tennessee, 2003.  
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And then, he received a letter from Lee Hewitt, whose sister was one of the slain.  Lee wrote, 

“For years I have hated you in my heart.  But I’ve spent time in jail myself – fifty-six different 

times.  I felt like a failure.  But then I became a Christian.  And the more I learned, the more 

I knew I had to forgive you.  I didn’t want to.  But it got to where I couldn’t even pray the 

Lord’s prayer ‘forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.’  I’ve 

prayed about it, and God has done a miracle in my heart.  I forgive you.  We are brothers in 

Christ.  I love you.”  And with that, Rusty was *(forgiven, not only by Christ, but by the man 

he had most offended on earth). 

 

And when they met together just before his execution, Rusty said, "Your forgiving me has 

done more for me than anybody's ever done.  Even with God's forgiveness … I've never gotten 

the hurt out of my heart. (But) when I got that letter from you."  Lee said, “I can do nothing 

without Jesus.  I see Him hanging on the cross, saying, ‘Father, forgive them.’  I don’t have 

hurt or anger because God took it and done away with it.”  Before they parted, *(they held 

hands and prayed in the name of Lord Jesus, who had saved them, forgiven them, and made 

them brothers).  Rusty’s last words were, “I claim Jesus Christ as my Savior.  My only wish is 

that everyone in the world could feel the love I have felt from Him.” 

 

*          *          * 

 

Jesus said, “all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”18  What 

greater demonstration of love can there be than the forgiveness of each other?   

 

Ask God to Do What We Cannot Do 

 

Let me end with this.  There is a third step.  There always is a third step, to ask God to do for 

us what we cannot do for ourselves.  We can know to forgive others, we can agree it should 

be done, but we can’t make our hearts do it.  He’s going to have to do it for us.  So, we have 

to ask God to change our hearts, like Rusty and Lee both did. 

 

So, if Jesus is your Lord and Savior: 

 Is there anyone you need to forgive? 

 Is there anyone who needs to forgive you? 

 Are there any fractured relationships involving you? 

 Are you stuck and unable to bring sin to light? 

 Are you stuck and unmoved by what Christ accomplished on the cross? 

 Are you stuck and need to as ask Christ to give you a change in heart to be forgiving? 

If, so, please pray with me … I believe, help my unbelief.  Help me know the cross.  Do for 

me what I cannot do for myself. 

 

And if you are not yet a believer in Jesus: 

 Do you want to be forgiven for all that you have done? 

 Do you want to be part of this family that forgives each other? 

If so, please pray with me … History is unfolding.  Get on board.  Salvation (Rom 10:9). 

                                                 
18 John 13:34-35 – A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also 

love one another.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another. 


