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FAQ’s on Giving 
!

"There are three conversions necessary: the conversion of the heart, the 
conversion of the mind, and the conversion of the purse." !

Martin Luther 
  
Why Should I Give? !

- Jesus – Paul urges us to consider, “our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he  
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become 
rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). Jesus experienced spiritual poverty. He took on our 
humanity and died a horrible death. As a result, we enjoy the richness of renewed 
fellowship with God. God has given his own Son for our salvation (Romans 8:32; 2 
Corinthians 9:15). If you think deeply about God’s generosity, you will become 
generous.  
   

- Family – The church is a family. Scripture commands us to care for the  
material needs of our spiritual siblings (2 Corinthians 8-9; Galatians 6:1-10). True 
believers are ready and willing to help their fellow believers (James 2:14-17; John 
3:14-17). This is a mark of genuine conversion.     !

- Steward – Psalm 24:1 says, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof,  
the world and those who dwell within.” Everything belongs to God, and everything we 
have is on loan from him. God blesses us so that we can bless others (Genesis 
12:1-3). When we give… !

- We faithfully steward God’s blessings (Luke 19:11-27).  
- We acknowledge that everything comes from God, and should be used 

for his purposes (Matthew 6:33).  
- We are entrusted with greater responsibilities (Luke 16:10-11).  !

- Heart – Jesus says, “where your treasure is, there your heart will be  
also” (Matthew 6:21). Our hearts follow our wallets. Our purchases reveal our 
priorities. Jesus wants us to, “seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). God’s agenda, God’s will, and God’s work should be 
our top priorities. When we give…  !
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- We renounce the idol of wealth, and display our faith in Jesus (Matthew 
6:24).  

- We worship God (Hebrews 13:16). !
How Much Should I Give? 
  
 According to the Bible, each Christian should give as the Lord leads (2 
Corinthians 9:7). The New Testament does not command believers to donate a 
certain percentage of their income to the church.  Rather, we are to give, 1

!
- Cheerfully – We give with delighted hearts (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
- Sacrificially – We give from what we have, and not merely from our 

abundance (2 Corinthians 8:1-9). 
- Proportionally – We give in proportion to our prosperity (Luke 21:1-4; 2 

Corinthians 8:10-15; 1 Timothy 6:17). 
- Thoughtfully – We give to meet genuine needs, not out of guilt to soothe a 

pressing request (1 Corinthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8:16-9:5). 
- Voluntarily – We give freely, not under compulsion (2 Corinthians 8:2-3; 9:7; 

Philippians 4:18).  
- Discretely – We give in secret (Matthew 6:1-4).   2

!
Where Should I Give?  !
 We should give to support the ministry of the local church (1 Corinthians 
9:1-14; 1 Timothy 5:17-18). At Creekside, this takes two forms: !

- Give to Creekside’s general fund. When you give to the general fund, your  
contributions go toward… !
- Ministry expenses 
- Staff salaries 
- Building expenses  
- Benevolence 
- Local and global missions 
- Community service  !

- Give to specific ministries at Creekside. We should give to the ministries we 
care about (Galatians 6:6; Philippians 4:10-18). Creekside allows you to 
support specific ministries through designated giving. Some Creekside 
ministries are not financed through the general fund, but depend on the 
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generosity of individuals in our congregation. If you are passionate about a 
ministry, we invite you to support it.   !
We should also give to meet the needs of fellow Christians. Paul says, “So 

then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10). Many of Creekside’s needs are 
not met through the church’s benevolence fund, but through the spontaneous 
generosity of members. Once you have identified a concrete group of Creeksiders 
to invest in, we encourage you to support them as opportunities arise.   3

!
Additionally, we should be generous to our neighbors, and – in particular –  

the needy people that cross our path (Matthew 5:42; 7:12; 22:39; Luke 10:25-37).  !
What Do You Do with My Money?  !
 Creekside’s leadership prayerfully considers how every dollar is spent. Our 
Church Council crafts our annual budget, which must then be approved by a 2/3 
majority of members. In addition, we have implemented various protocols to 
ensure that donations are handled with transparency and accountability.   !
Can I See the Annual Budget?  !
 Once you join Creekside, you are entitled to review our budget and vote 
on its approval at the annual meeting.  !
Can I Give Online? !
 Yes! For more information, please go here:  !
https://creeksidecommunitychurch.squarespace.com/giving/.  

!  
Where Can I Give?  !
 You can leave donations in the offering slot, located to the left of the stage 
in the auditorium. If you are unable to give on Sunday, you’re welcome to visit 
Creekside during office hours (Monday-Thursday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; Friday, 9:00 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m.) and deposit your offering. You may also mail offerings to, !

!  
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Creekside Community Church 
951 MacArthur Blvd.  
San Leandro, CA   94577  

Are My offerings Tax Deductable? 
 Yes. Your contribution documentation will be mailed at the end of the year. 

Do You Have Any Other Guidelines for Giving? 
 Yes. We encourage members to give a predetermined amount of your 
offering to Creekside’s general fund. Please do not subtract from this amount 
when giving spontaneously, or to designated ministries.  Creekside’s operating 4

budget depends on the contributions of members. If members give sporadically to 
the general fund, it is difficult to craft accurate budgets or steward donations 
effectively (see 2 Corinthians 9:7; 1 Timothy 5:17-18). 
Can You Give Me Any Other Reasons to Give? 
 Sure! See Proverbs 14:21, 31; 19:17; 21:25-26; Matthew 6:19-23; Luke 6:38; 
12:33-34; Acts 20:35; 2 Corinthians 9:6; Philippians 4:15-19; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; 
Hebrews 13:16.      

!
!

 See	  Andreas Köstenberger and David A. Croteau, “‘Will a Man Rob God?’ A Study of Tithing in both 1

Testaments.” Accessed at http://www.biblicalfoundations.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/32-
Tithing1.pdf. Although the New Testament does not command believers to tithe, we are commanded to 
be generous! Paul says that radical generosity is one characteristic of a heart transformed by the gospel 
(2 Corinthians 8:1-9). The gospel does not free us from generosity, but for it. Thus, we shouldn't view “the 
tithe” as a lofty standard. If anything, the tithe serves as a helpful starting point for giving, not an end 
point.  

 Material adapted from Andreas Köstenberger and David A. Croteau, “Reconstructing a Biblical 2

Model for Giving: A Discussion of Relevant Systematic Issues and New Testament Principles.” Accessed at 
http://www.biblical foundations. org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/33-Tithing2.pdf.  

 See Matthew 25:31-46; Mark 10:28-30; Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37  3

 Please note that this is a suggestion, not a command! We understand that you may need to 4

decrease a monthly contribution in times of financial hardship.

http://www
http://www.biblicalfoundations.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/32-Tithing1.pdf

