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Three Cautions to the Self-Confident (Matthew 21:23-22:14) 

 

1. Just because you’re right, doesn’t mean you’re righteous (21:28-32) 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Just because you’re powerful, doesn’t mean you’re productive (21:33-46) 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Just because you belong, doesn’t mean you believe (22:1-14) 

 

 

 

 

  

For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 



2. Think of a time you overestimated someone (i.e. you were initially impressed by them, 

only to discover that they lacked character). Why did you think highly of this person? 

What led you to form that opinion of him/her?  

Going Deeper 

3. Read Matthew 21:23-27. What question do the religious leaders ask Jesus (v. 23)? What 

do they mean by “these things”? Why would they ask this question? What question 

does Jesus ask them in return (v. 24)? How do the religious leaders’ respond to Jesus’ 

question (v. 26)? What does their response reveal about the condition of their hearts?  

4. In Matthew 21:28-22:14, Jesus tells three parables. What prompts Jesus to tell these 

parables (see 21:26-27)? Compare and contrast these stories. What themes do they 

have in common? How are they different? What’s the unifying message of these stories 

(i.e. what is Jesus’ main point)?  

5. In each of these parables, Jesus declares that God will no longer work through Israel’s 

existing religious establishment. Instead, he will work through a new people (see 21:31, 

43; 22:10, 14). Is Jesus saying that God has rejected Israel; or, that Israel is being 

replaced? If not, what’s Jesus’ point (See Romans 11:1-11)? 

Application  

6. Israel’s religious leaders placed confidence in (a) their religious beliefs (21:28-32), (b) 

their privileged position of leadership (21:33-46), (c) their status as the visible people of 

God (22:1-14). In other words, they put confidence in (a) correct theology, (b) positions 

of power, and (c) membership among God’s people. Which of these are you most likely 

to mistake for a sign of maturity/genuine faith? Why? Which of Jesus’ cautions speak 

most powerfully to you? Why?   

7. What’s one thing you can do this week to apply this passage?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


