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The Secret of Great Faith 
(Ruth 4:18-22) 

This morning I want to talk to you about the secret of great faith because many people seem confused about what 

faith really is.  I was talking to a guy about the changes Christ had made in my life and I felt like we were really 

connecting.  He was smiling and nodding – until he said, “Well, I’m glad Christ has worked for you.  I just don’t have 

your faith,” as if faith is something you have to be born with like brown eyes or blond hair or a love for country 

music. Some people are naturally religious and able to believe what their rational mind says can’t be true; other 

people are not.  But that’s not the way the Bible describes faith. Faith isn’t something you’re born with, faith is 

something we acquire as we read and understand the Bible.  Faith begins with knowledge.  Now I can have 

knowledge without faith but I cannot have faith without knowledge. I can’t believe what God says without first 

knowing what God says.  Paul writes in Romans 10:17, “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ.” 

Where does faith come from?  It comes from hearing and understanding the word of Christ – the message about 

Christ; and by that, Paul means the entire Bible. Following His resurrection, Jesus took His disciples through the 

entire Old Testament and showed them how it is all about Him. Jesus is the hero of the Bible and the theme which 

ties the whole Bible together.  He is promised in the Old Testament and that promise is kept in the New and if we 

miss Jesus as we read the Bible, we’ve missed the point of the Scriptures. Jesus told His enemies that “You search 

the Scriptures because you think that in them you have life; and they testify about Me.”  It is very possible to read 

the Bible regularly and yet miss the whole point of the Bible. That’s what Paul means by the word of Christ. And 

I’ve found that the more I see Jesus throughout the pages of Scripture, the more I am able to trust Him because, 

“Faith comes from hearing and hearing by the word of Christ,” which brings us to the final verses of the story of 

Ruth. “Now these are the generations of Perez: (who was a son of Judah who was one of the 12 sons of Jacob 

which became the 12 tribes of Israel) to Perez was born Hezron, and to Hezron was born Ram, and to Ram, 

Amminadab, and to Amminadab was born Nahshon, and to Nahshon, Salmon, and to Salmon was born Boaz, and 

to Boaz, Obed, and to Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, David.” (Ruth 4:18-22) These verses explain why the story 

of Ruth is in the Bible.  Boaz and Ruth have a son named Obed who has a son named Jesse who has a son named 

David who becomes the greatest king of Israel.  Ruth and Boaz are David’s great-grandparents and their story is 

part of a larger story; the story of King David.  But the story of David is part of an even larger story, the story of the 

Son of David, Jesus the Savior, and so the story of Ruth is part of the story of Jesus or what Paul calls, “the word of 

Christ.” Great faith isn’t just the result of knowing what the Bible says; great faith is the result of seeing Jesus in 

every part of the Bible because the Bible is His story and if we miss Him, we’ve missed the point of the Bible. Faith 

isn’t just in facts; faith is in a Person.  The better I get to know Jesus in the pages of Scripture, the more I’ll trust 

Him in my daily life.  That’s why it is vital that we read the story of Ruth as more than a simple love story but as a 

picture of Christ and His great love for us and so I want to look at the story of Ruth again today as a picture of our 

relationship with Christ and why we can trust Him. Ruth’s life radically changed when she married Boaz and those 

changes are a picture of what happens to us when we meet Jesus.   

First, when Ruth married Boaz, Ruth went from outsider to insider.  So here’s a random question.  In a battle 
between a lion and a tiger, which do you think would win?  A zoologist would tell us that the tiger always wins.  
Tigers are larger, stronger and more aggressive than lions.   The Romans often pitted a lion against a tiger in the 
Coliseum for the crowd’s entertainment and the lion always ended up as lunch.  But what if you pitted five lions 
against five tigers – would the tigers still win?  No, the lions would win because lions are social animals and they 
instinctively work together while tigers are solitary.  The five lions would gang up on one tiger at a time and 
eventually accomplish what none of them could accomplish by themselves.   We’re like lions.  We’re also social 
animals and down through the ages, our survival has depended upon us working together against foes and 



situations which would easily conquer us if we were alone.  That’s we have an instinctive need to belong because 
belonging means surviving.  That’s why most people can’t be happy at a job where they don’t feel accepted as part 
of the team – even if they’re doing something they enjoy; or why most of us feel nervous when we enter a social 
situation where we don’t know anyone.  We wonder, “Am I safe here?  Will I be accepted?” Even if you’re the 
biggest introvert you know, you still feel like you need to belong somewhere because belonging is a fundamental 
human need.  As a Moabite, Ruth could not have been more of an outsider when she came to Israel with Naomi. 
The Jews had harbored a deep hatred of Moabites ever since the days of Moses when Moabite women seduced 
Israeli men and took them to orgies associated with the worship of their god, Baal, and brought the wrath of God 
on Israel. In fact, the Law of Moses commanded permanent discrimination against Moabites because of that 
incident.  People from other nations could join the Israelites but no Moabites.  So Ruth arrives in Bethlehem as the 
ultimate outsider – a Moabite widow without husband or family and cursed by the Law of Moses.  Yet when Ruth 
marries Boaz, she moves from outsider to insider.  Boaz is honored in the community and so Ruth is honored in the 
community.  Ruth is no longer a Moabite pagan but one of the people of God because everything true of Boaz has 
become true of her.  But how could Boaz marry an idol-worshiping pagan?  He didn’t.  Ruth was a woman of faith.  
When she commits herself to Naomi, she swears. "Do not urge me to leave you {or} turn back from following you; 
for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people {shall be} my people, and your God, my 
God. Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus may the LORD do to me, and worse, if {anything but} 
death parts you and me." (Ruth 1:16-17)  When she appeals to Boaz to be her redeemer, she considers herself 
subject to Israel’s laws and Boaz obviously agreed.  When any non-Israelite put their faith in the Lord, the 
restrictions the Law of Moses put on pagans disappeared and they became full members of the people of God.  
Outsiders became insiders.  That’s why there are two non-Jewish women in Jesus’ family line; Ruth and Boaz’s 
great, great grandmother, Rahab – the Canaanite prostitute – who welcomed Israeli spies when they came to 
Jericho because she also trusted the God of Israel.  Even though God had commanded Israel to destroy all the 
Canaanites, Rahab was spared because of her faith – just like Ruth and both women became important chapters in 
the story of Christ as they moved from outsider to insider. 
 
The same thing happens to us when we meet Jesus. Before Jesus, we are just like Ruth; idol-worshiping pagans, 
excluded from God’s people because of the curse of the Law of God.  But just as Boaz changed all that for Ruth, 
Jesus changes all that for us. Paul writes in his letter to the Ephesians, “But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly 
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”  (Eph. 2: 13) Jesus is the greater Boaz.  He redeems us 
by paying the highest price for us: His own life, dying the death we deserved to die and bearing the punishment for 
our sins on the cross.  And like Boaz He not only redeems us, He marries us, permanently joining Himself to us 
forever.  That’s why the church is called the Bride of Christ. We were outsiders and rejects.  Now through Christ we 
belong to God’s family.  We were alone in the world and without hope.  Now we have a forever family and a 
husband who says, “I will never, never leave you or forsake you.” A couple of weeks ago, I was cleaning out some 
old files and came across my adoption records.  I was the product of Los Angeles office romance between a 
married man and his secretary.  My mother was divorced and living with her parents with her 12 year old daughter 
and so when I was born, she immediately gave me to the Children’s Home Society for adoption and I lived for six 
months in foster care until I was adopted.  My parents never hid the fact that I wasn’t their naturally born child but  
told me that being adopted was better because out of all the children they could have had, they chose me.  But I 
always felt different, like I didn’t fit into my adopted family.  And I had a tremendous subconscious fear of 
abandonment; that I would lose anyone I got close to and that really, I was completely alone in the world; which I 
think now was the reason I grew up trying to keep everybody happy, always feeling like I was on the outside of 
every group, and that I didn’t really belong anywhere. It’s amazing the effect those very early childhood 
experiences can have on you.  But when I gave my life to Christ, the feeling of being alone in the world and not 
belonging anywhere or to anyone which I had all my life began to evaporate.  From the beginning, I experienced 
His presence in me and for 50 years He has never left me.  I love Isaiah 46:3-4, “You who have been borne by Me 
from birth And have been carried from the womb; Even to {your} old age I will be the same, And even to {your} 
graying years I will bear {you!} I have done {it,} and I will carry {you;} And I will bear {you} and I will deliver {you.}”  
That’s been my experience.  I’ve known His presence every day since June of 1968 and because of my union to Him 
I know who I am and where I belong.   
 



So how does the knowledge that because of Jesus I am no longer an outsider but an insider lead to greater faith?  
For me, it means I am never alone or on my own.  Wherever I am, Jesus is and He is always caring for me, leading 
me, loving me and protecting me.  He carries me when I’m weary, strengthens me when I’m weak and counsels me 
when I’m confused. Last month I had to get a MRI which I was dreading because when I had one earlier this year, I 
got little claustrophobic and panicky and wondered if it was because I was getting older and losing my nerve.  So I 
decided that this MRI would be a good opportunity to exercise my faith and focus on the fact that Jesus was going 
into that tube with me and that I was in no real danger because He was there – and simply remembering that I was 
not alone made all the difference. This time there was no claustrophobia, no panic – just boredom.  “Let’s get this 
thing wrapped up; I’ve got things to do.”  It was a small thing but it reminded me it is not the feeling of His 
presence that is my strength but the fact of His presence; that He is not a God who is far away but the God who 
has come to live in me and walk with me through every detail of my day. Paul writes in Galatians 2:20, “I have been 
crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live but Christ lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh, I live by 
faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” So ask yourself, “Do I live as if I'm on my own 
or as one in whom Jesus lives, constantly relying on Him ins  
Here’s a second way Ruth’s life changed when she met Boaz.  She went from empty to full.  Did you notice often 
bread is mentioned in the story of Ruth?  Most of the story takes place in Bethlehem which means “the house of 
bread.”   Yet it’s because there is no bread in Bethlehem that Elimilech takes his wife, Naomi and their two sons to 
Moab because there’s a famine in Israel.  Famines in Israel were the result of droughts.  No rain, no crops – and yet 
why is there bread in Moab which is just east of Israel and shares the same climate?  The answer is found in Deut. 
28 where God warns that if Israel worships idols, He will send, among other things, famine to remind them that He 
alone is God and meets their needs.  The Promised Land was a land of milk and honey if God’s people would obey 
Him but if they didn’t, famine, defeat and misery would be the result; not because God didn’t love them but 
because He did and was reminding them to turn them back to Him.  The proper response to a famine was 
repentance but instead repenting, Elimilech goes to Moab.  If God wasn’t providing for him and his family in the 
Promised Land, he would find food somewhere else, and that’s really why all of us sin, isn’t it?  Sin is trusting 
ourselves to meet our legitimate needs instead of trusting God to meet those needs.  Will I stay where God has put 
me or with the person He has given me or keep doing what He’s given me to do – or will I look elsewhere for what 
I want? Sin always begins with the thought, “There’s got to be a better plan than this one.”  If God won’t provide 
for me in Bethlehem, I’ll go to Moab – regardless of how this decision affects me or my family.  Elimilech chooses 
his family’s economic well-being over their spiritual well-being and moves his family to an idol-worshipping 
country because his economic prospects look better in Moab than in Bethlehem. That’s not to say that change is 
always bad; just that the decision to make a change needs to be based on faith, not unbelief.  Elimilech is not 
trusting God and the Bible says that never turns out well. Elimilech’s boys end up marrying Moabite girls – 
something forbidden by the Law of Moses -   but what did Elimilech expect? There were no nice Jewish girls 
available in Moab. And then both Elimilech and his boys die, leaving their three widows alone and destitute in 
Moab.  No wonder when Naomi returns to Bethlehem, she says in Ruth 1:21, “I went out full, but the Lord has 
brought me back empty.”  In retrospect, Naomi says she was full when they left Bethlehem – her family had 
everything they needed.  But they wanted more and stepped out of God’s will to pursue their own plan.  And now 
Naomi says, “I didn’t know how good I had it.”  Sin promises us satisfaction but leaves us so empty that we long for 
what we had before we sinned.  Naomi and Ruth return to Bethlehem empty; but all that changes when Ruth 
meets Boaz.   Naomi sends Ruth into the fields to find food and as Jeff showed us in chapter 2 God in His great 
goodness guides Ruth to the field of Boaz.  When Boaz finds out that Ruth is Naomi’s daughter in law and all she 
has done for Naomi, Boaz tells Ruth to stay in his field and to harvest all that she needs alongside of his harvesters 
and to drink their water and to eat their food; and by the end of the day, Ruth has all the barley she and Naomi will 
need.  The same thing happens when the wheat harvest comes.  From the day Ruth met Boaz, she was never 
hungry again.  She went from empty to full as Boaz becomes both her redeemer and her husband which is a 
beautiful picture of what happens to us when Christ comes into our life.  John 6:35 says, “Jesus said to them, "I am 
the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.”  He tells a 
Samaritan woman in John 4:13-14 “Whoever drinks of this water (referring to the well where they are standing) 
will thirst again but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give 
him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."   Augustine wrote, “You have made us for 
yourself, O God, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee.”  The great French mathematician 
and theologian Pascal, wrote, “There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of every person which cannot be 



satisfied by any created thing but only through God the Creator, made known through Jesus Christ.”  Emptiness is 
what brought me to Christ.  I was born with an itch I couldn’t scratch;  I felt there had to be more to life than this 
and I tried to fill that emptiness with pleasure, accomplishments, people’s approval, romance, escape – but 
nothing brought lasting satisfaction. I was raised in the church but religion left me empty as well.  It wasn’t until I 
met some real followers of Jesus and saw how content they were I decided to give Jesus Himself a try.  I wasn’t 
going back to religion.  This was something different; a relationship with the living Christ. So one summer night as I 
lay in my bed, I asked Jesus to come into my life; and since that time, while I still have frustrations, worries and 
disappointments, the emptiness is gone; the vacuum is filled.  We are created for a relationship with Jesus and sin 
is trying to fill our need for Him with anything else. The difference between a committed Christian and a 
committed sinner is what we believe will satisfy us. We share the same hunger; we just satisfy that hunger 
differently. We’re know that Jesus alone satisfies and the closer I am to Him, the happier I am.  Like Ruth, we’ve 
gone from empty to full. 
 
How does the knowledge that Christ alone satisfies lead to greater faith?  It changes the way I deal with 
temptation.  We will have particular sins we easily fall into and I’ll share one of mine. I am a master procrastinator 
and am easily distracted. Whenever I have something I really need to do, I have a hard time saying no to 
distractions. I’ll think of something I want to research on the web or one more episode I want to watch on Netflix 
or organize my desk. I’ll watch sports instead visiting to my 94 year old neighbor; or check things off my to-do list 
instead of writing a sermon.  I learn new things instead of implementing what I’ve already learned.  I start more 
often than I finish.  I settle for a superficial understanding of something rather than digging in until I really 
understand it and live it.  Some of you are thinking, “John, that’s not a sin – that’s just good time management.”  
And some of you are thinking, “That’s a pretty safe sin to confess, John.  Let’s talk about your big, juicy ones.”   But 
there’s a reason why sloth is one of the seven deadly sins – right alongside murder, greed and lust.  Proverbs says 
that “He who is slack in his work is brother to him who destroys.”  Far more is destroyed by negligence than by 
deliberate sabotage. In my 50 years of ministry, procrastination has crippled me more than any other sin.  Now I’ve 
always looked at procrastination as a failure of self-control.  So I pray for the strength to obey God next time; but 
when that moment of truth arrives, something always seems more important than what God says is important.  
I’ve come to realize that my problem isn’t a lack of self-control; it’s a lack of faith.  I procrastinate because I don’t 
believe that obedience is always to my great advantage and that doing what Christ wants me to do - even though it 
may be difficult and uncomfortable - will satisfy me more that doing what I want to do now.  I procrastinate 
because I don’t really believe that Jesus alone can satisfy me.  In Matthew 16:24-25,  Jesus says, “If anyone would 
come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross and follow Me.”  I can’t follow Jesus without denying 
myself.  But Jesus adds that I will never be satisfied until I follow Him. “For whoever saves his life will lose it but 
whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”  If I don’t deny myself to do what I know Christ wants me to do, it’s 
because I don’t believe that He alone can satisfy. Choosing what He wants may be difficult now but it is always 
satisfying later.  When I give into my desire for ease and comfort, it leaves me soon bored and unsatisfied.  When I 
deny myself to follow Jesus, I experience joy and satisfaction because Jesus and I are united forever and I can’t be 
happy unless He is happy.  So when I’m tempted by distractions or by my desire for ease and comfort, I have to 
remind myself that only Jesus satisfies and that fullness of joy comes from following Him instead of doing what I 
want.  Our problem with sin is usually not a lack of self-control but a lack of faith.  So ask yourself, “In what areas 
am I trusting in my own plans to satisfy me instead of Jesus?” We can’t defeat any sin until we believe that obeying 
Jesus will make me happier than not obeying Him. 
 
The third way Ruth’s life changed when she married Boaz was to move from insignificance to significance.  I’m not 
talking about Ruth’s value as a human being. Nobody is insignificant because nobody is unimportant to God.  I’m 
talking about the role Ruth played in the plan of God – which is the point of the final verses of Ruth.  The story of 
Ruth is in the Bible because her story is an important chapter in the story of Jesus.  As a result of her marriage to 
Boaz, Ruth – an obscure Moabite woman - becomes a significant player in the story of how God redeems the world 
through His Son.   And if Christ is in your life, you also have a significant role to play in God’s great redemptive plan 
for the world.  Jesus told His disciples, “As the Father has sent Me, I have sent you.”  Every disciple is on a mission 
from God.  We are the way God reveals Himself in the world today and calls lost people to Himself.  You may be 
the most important person someone ever meets because you are the person who introduced them to Christ. Yet 
just as the significance of Ruth’s life only became evident much later, the significance of our life probably won’t be 



seen in our lifetime. One thing we’ve seen in the story of Ruth is how God works out His plan in the events of 
everyday life.  Ruth’s story is a simple story of a woman’s loyalty to her mother-in-law, yet her story has eternal 
significance. Significance is different than celebrity. The most significant people alive today are unknown because 
the work of the kingdom is usually done in small ways; a kind word, a generous act, a helping hand, a listening ear 
as Christ reveals Himself through the character and behavior of His disciples. How does the knowledge that Christ 
has made me significant lead to greater faith? For me, it means because I believe that Jesus lives in me and wants 
to draw others to Himself through me, I need to make myself available to Him every day and see every opportunity 
I have to connect with someone as an opportunity for Jesus to use me to move someone a step closer to Him.  
Every conversation is a divine appointment.  My job is to open the conversation and then see what Jesus does 
through me. I walk a lot in my neighborhood and every time I see a neighbor, I stop to either introduce myself or 
to catch up because in our culture, people have to know you and to trust you before you can influence them 
spiritually.  I’ve discovered that opportunities to have an eternal impact on someone usually come disguised as 
small, everyday events which become parts of the larger story of God’s redemptive plan for the world.  The 
fundamental question we need to ask, “Do I expect Jesus to work through me?” If I believe that Christ lives in me 
and that He has sent me into the world to help people to become His disciples, then each day I will be looking for 
the opportunities He gives to cooperate with Him in drawing others to Himself.  Christ’s work through us is rarely 
big and dramatic – but if we’re consistently available to Him, over time we’ll see Him do incredible things through 
our consistent faithfulness. 
 
The secret of great faith is to regularly feed our faith with the story of Jesus in the Scriptures and then act as if we 
believe what we’ve read.  Where do you need to trust Jesus today?  Is it remembering that He is always with you – 
or that He alone can satisfy you – or that He has given you a significant role to play in God’s great plan?  “Faith 
comes from hearing and hearing by the word of Christ.” A little faith in these simple truths will transform your life. 
 
2018 Creekside Community Church. All rights reserved. Scripture taken from the English Standard Version, Copyright 2012 by Crossway. All 

rights reserved. 

 
 


