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Partnered for Gospel Progress: Philippians 1:1-11 
 

1. Joined Hands 
 

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all 
making my prayer with joy,  5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now.” (1:3-5) 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Joined Hearts  
 

“It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all 
partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 
the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.” 
(1:7-8)  

 
 
 
 

 
3. Joined Heads 
 

“And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the 
day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God.” (1:9-11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 



For further thought and discussion:  
 
Getting Started  
 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?  
2. What’s the most adventurous thing you’ve done in the past year? Share your experience 

with the group.  
 

Going Deeper  
 

3. Paul writes to the church “in Philippi” (v. 2). What was the city of Philippi like? How does 
this illuminate our understanding of Paul’s letter? Why were the Philippians 
experiencing suffering from the surrounding culture? Why is it significant that Paul 
refers to this church as a “colony of heaven” (Philippians 3:20; see also 1:27)? How 
would the Philippians have understood this?  

4. Paul is grateful for the Philippians’ “partnership in the gospel” (v. 6). How did the 
Philippians partner with Paul to further the gospel (see Philippians 4:16-18)? How were 
the Philippians unique among Paul’s churches (see also 2 Corinthians 8:1-5)? How does 
this impact our view of generosity? What should we give to? Why should we give? Why 
must we have “joined hands” to advance the gospel?    

5. Read Philippians 1:3, 7-8. How does Paul express his affection for this church? How do 
the Philippians partake in Paul’s imprisonment and defense of the gospel (1:7)? Why 
must we have “joined hearts” to advance the gospel? 

6. Read Philippians 1:9-11. What is Paul’s prayer for this church? What kind of “love” does 
he want the Philippians to grow in? What kind of knowledge and discernment does he 
want them to cultivate? Why must we have “joined heads” to advance the gospel?      
 

Application:  
 

7. How are you currently partnering with other Christians for the advance of the gospel? 
What excites you about a life of partnership to see the kingdom of heaven advance on 
the earth? What scares you? Where do you need to grow as a partner in gospel 
ministry? Is it in the area of hands, heart, or head?   

8. What’s one way you can apply this passage this week?  
 
 


