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Expecting the Unexpected (Matthew 4:12-25) 
 

1. Mission in Unexpected Places (vv. 12-17): “Now when Jesus heard that John had been  
taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee;  13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in 
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali.  14 This was to fulfill 
what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 15 "THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF 
NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES-- 16 "THE 
PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE 
SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED." 17 From that 
time Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

 
 
 
 

2. Mission with Unexpected People (vv. 18-22): “Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of  
Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make 
you fishers of men." 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going on from there 
He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed Him.” 

 
 
 

 
3. Mission with Unexpected Results (vv. 23-25): “Jesus was going throughout all Galilee,  

teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind 
of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. 24 The news about Him spread 
throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering with various 
diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them. 25 Large crowds 
followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the 
Jordan.” 
 
 

 

 



For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 

2. What has been your biggest (pleasant!) surprise over the past 6 months? What has 

happened that you didn’t plan for or expect?   

Going Deeper 

3. Why does Jesus retreat into Galilee (v. 13)? Why could this be viewed as a setback to his 

ministry? How were Galileans viewed by other Jews? Why would this be a surprising 

place for the Messiah to begin his mission? What is God’s purpose in directing Jesus to 

Galilee (see vv. 14-16; see also vv. 24-25; Matthew 28:18-19)? What unexpected (or 

undesired!) places has God placed you to live/minister? What unexpected (or 

undesired) opportunities do you have right now? Which of these opportunities do you 

think you should pursue? Why?  

4. Who does Jesus select as his followers (vv. 18-22)? Why is this surprising? What do we 

learn about the nature of discipleship from these fishermen’s response to Jesus? How 

does/should Jesus’ choice of these particular men encourage us? How should it 

influence the people we choose to invest in?  

5. How do the crowds respond to Jesus’ ministry (vv. 24-25)? Are the crowds “following” 

Jesus in the same sense the disciples are (see v. 24)? Why or why not? Who ultimately 

follows Jesus out of Galilee and into Jerusalem (see Matthew 16:21f)? How does this 

passage serve as a caution to us in evaluating the results of our efforts? How does 

Christ’s ministry serve us an encouragement to us when we don’t see tangible results? 

How do these truths serve as a caution/encouragement to you personally?   

Application  

6. What’s one thing you can apply this week from this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


