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Winning the Deeper Battle: Matthew 4:1-11 
 
“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after 
He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry.” (vv. 1-2)   
 

1. The Battle Against Self-Gratification: “And the tempter came and said to Him, "If You  
are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." 4 But He answered and said, "It 
is written, 'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS 
OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.'" (vv. 3-4)  
 
 
 
 

2. The Battle Against Self-Justification: “Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had  
Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw 
Yourself down; for it is written, 'HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU'; and 'ON 
their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A 
STONE.' 7 Jesus said to him, "On the other hand, it is written, 'YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD 
YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.'” (vv. 5-7) 
 
 
 
 

3. The Battle Against Self-Preservation: “Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain  
and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory;  9 and he said to Him, "All these 
things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me."  10 Then Jesus said to him, "Go, Satan! 
For it is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.'"  11 Then 
the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.” (vv. 8-11) 
 

 

 

For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 



2. What tests in your life have been most instrumental to personal growth (e.g. an 

academic test, a professional test/exam, a physical/athletic test, a relational test)? Share 

about one such test with your group. 

Going Deeper 

3. What was God’s purpose in leading Israel through the desert (Deuteronomy 8:16)? How 

did Israel fail this test (Numbers 14:11; 12)? What parallels does Matthew draw 

between Jesus and Israel in Matthew 2-4? How does Jesus succeed where Israel (and 

Adam) failed? Why is it crucial that we see Jesus not simply as our example in 

temptation, but as our champion over temptation? 

4. What does God declare about Jesus at his baptism (3:17)? How does Satan attempt to 

cast doubt on this declaration in 4:1-11?  

Application  

5. Why would Satan’s first suggestion have been tempting to Jesus (v. 3)? Where are you 

tempted to gratify yourself in ways that don’t honor God? What do you need to believe 

about God to overcome this temptation?    

6. Why would Satan’s second suggestion have been tempting to Jesus (vv. 5-6)? Where do 

you seek to justify yourself, rather than trust God for your vindication? What do you 

need to believe about God to overcome this temptation?    

7. Why would Satan’s third suggestion have been tempting to Jesus (vv. 8-9)? Where are 

you trying to avoid necessary hardship in following God’s will? What do you need to 

believe about God to overcome this temptation?    

8. How does this passage reshape the way we look at trials and temptations in our lives (cf. 

James 1:2-4)? How might it reshape the way you look at a trial you’re currently facing?  

 

 

 


