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The Problem with Presumption: Matthew 17:14-27 

 

1. Presumed abilities (vv. 14-20)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Presumed answers (vv. 24-27)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 

2. Think of a time you presumed (or, pretended!) to know more about something (e.g. a 

skill, a subject matter, etc.) than you actually did. When have you done this? What 

happened as result? 

Going Deeper 

3. Who is Jesus’ lament in v. 17 directed towards? Why is this surprising? Why do you think 

the disciples were unable to cast out the demon (v. 20; see also Matthew 10:1, 8; Luke 



9:51-54)? What was the disciples’ core problem (see also Mark 9:28-29)? What’s the 

point of Jesus’ lesson on faith in v. 20?   

4. What question do the tax collectors ask Peter (vv. 24)? What was controversial about 

this question? Why do you think Peter responded as he did (v. 25)? Why does Jesus pull 

Peter aside? What’s the point of Jesus’ discussion with Peter?  

5. In this passage, Jesus foretells his death and resurrection a second time (17:22-23; cf. 

16:21). How do the disciples respond (v. 23)? What does this reveal about their faith? 

What do they assume Jesus means? Why is their response surprising in light of what has 

just happened to some of them (see 17:1-13)?  

Application  

6. Read Proverbs 3:5-6. Can you think of an area where you’re too confident in your own 

skill/competence? How can you tell? In what area are you leaning on your own 

competence, rather than listening to and relying on God?   

7. Jesus tells Peter what should motivate him to pay the temple tax. What should motivate 

Peter (v. 27)? Read 1 Corinthians 9:20-23. What motivated Paul’s behavior as he 

engaged with people from of different cultures and people groups? How can we put up 

unnecessary barriers or stumbling blocks to people believing the gospel? Can you think 

of ways you do this?  

8. In this passage, Jesus explains to Peter the importance of not only doing the right thing, 

but doing it for the right reason. What are some areas where you may be doing the right 

thing for the wrong reason? Where do you need to assess your motivations?   

 

 


