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 What’s He Worth to You? (Matthew 26:1-16) 

 

1. If I treasure Jesus, I’ll see what I can give to him (vv. 1-13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. If I don’t treasure Jesus, I’ll see what I can get from him (vv. 14-16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 

2. What’s the best deal you’ve gotten in the past year? How have you been ripped off over 

the past year?   



Going Deeper 

3. Compare and contrast verses 1-2 with verses 3-5. What irony is Matthew alerting us to 

in vv. 1-5? Who’s really in control of the events which are about to unfold in 26:6-28:20? 

How might this passage encourage you when you feel helpless, or face adversity?  

4. According to Jesus, what does Mary’s action signify (v. 12)? What else might it signify 

(see Psalm 133:2; 1 Samuel 9:16; 2 Kings 9:6)? Why would this specific act be, 

“proclaimed throughout the whole world” (v. 13)? How do the disciples respond to her 

act (vv. 8-9)? What would prompt them to respond this way? How does Jesus correct 

them (vv. 10-11)? Why does he say, “the poor you will always have with you” (v. 1; see 

Deuteronomy 15:11; cf. Dt 15:1-10)? What’s his point?  

5. Why would Matthew place Judas’ act of betrayal (vv. 14-16) right after Mary’s act of 

devotion in his narrative? Compare and contrast these characters. How do their actions 

reveal their true estimation of Jesus?  

6. What problem do the religious leaders encounter (vv. 3-5; see Matthew 21:1-22)? How 

does Judas provide a solution to their problem?  

Application  

7. What motivates Mary to give? What should motivate us (see 2 Corinthians 9:8; compare 

with 1 Corinthians 3:21-23; 4:7; Romans 8:32)? What are some alternative motivations 

for giving? Why will the greatness and grace of Jesus motivate us to greater generosity 

than guilt, shame or human approval ever could? In what ways do you need to “waste” 

more of your time, treasure, or talents on Jesus? 

8. How can we make Jesus a means to an end (like Judas did), and use him for what we can 

get from him? Where do you need to repent of this mindset?   

9. What’s one thing you can do this week to apply this passage?  

 


