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Living in Light of the Future 

Matthew 24:1-41 
Have you ever made a decision you regretted later – one of those, “if I knew then what I know now” decisions?  In 
1980, a stock broker friend of mine convinced me to buy shares in Apple Computer because he was convinced that 
the value of those shares would double in value overnight as soon as Apple released their new computer called Lisa.  
So I bought 100 shares of Apple at $20 a share and waited to cash in.  Well, the release of Lisa kept being delayed 
and I watched my shares’ value sink to $14 a share and when Lisa was released, the public’s response was lukewarm 
at best and the stock price barely moved.  Two years later, it was still at $20 a share when I sold it to raise money for 
a down payment for our house.  If I had hung on to those shares, that $2000 would be worth nearly $600,000 today. 
If we could choose our super power, the ability to know the future wouldn’t be a bad choice.  For the next few 
Sundays, we’re going to be looking at a conversation Jesus has with His disciples about the future and how the future 
should shape the choices we make today. Let’s read Matthew 24. 
 
24:1 Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the 
temple. The temple in Jerusalem was the center of world Judaism and one of the wonders of the world.   King Herod 
began remodeling it 50 years earlier and that work wouldn’t be completed for 30 more years – just before the temple 
was destroyed by the Romans.  Herod had enlarged the temple to almost twice its original size with huge pieces of 
white marble and gold-plated doors and gates. The Jewish historian Josephus writes that the building flashed in the 
sun as a “snow-clad mountain.”  And so as these simple rural Galileans leave the temple area, they point out the 
recent improvements to Jesus.  2 “But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will 
not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” (Matt. 23:37) Why does Jesus throw cold 
water on the disciples’ excitement? They haven’t been listening. In chapter 23 Jesus just concluded His final public 
sermon in which he condemned the religious leaders of Israel for leading Israel astray and rejecting the Messiah.  
Matt. 23:37-39.  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I 
wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. 
Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!” Your house refers to the Temple which according to Daniel 9:26 
will be destroyed after the Messiah is killed and the people of the prince who is to come – the Romans –destroy both 
the city and the temple and Israel is driven from their land.  The temple was the heart of Judaism.  It was where the 
sacrifices were offered and God was worshipped.  It represented the presence of God to Jews all over the world.  But 
Jesus says that because Israel rejected their Messiah, God is turning from His chosen people to the rest of the world 
which is why the temple which represented Israel’s special relationship with God will be destroyed. But Jesus also 
gives hope for Israel. "For I say to you, from now on you shall not see Me until you say, 'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES 
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!'"  The Messiah is leaving Israel but He’s not leaving for good. He will return when Israel 
says,  “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord,”  turning to Jesus for salvation from their enemies as the 
Spirit of grace and supplication will be poured out on the Jews according Zech. 12:10 and blessing Him as their Savior 
and Lord.  So Jesus’ final sermon concludes with both judgment and hope; God will judge this generation who 
rejected Jesus as Messiah; but there is also great hope when Jesus returns to save Israel and to usher in the kingdom 
of God at the end of the age.  But the disciples, as usual, missed the point.  This temple which they are so impressed 
with is temporary and will be destroyed in the near future, which raises some questions for the disciples. 3 “As he sat 
on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will 
be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”   The disciples ask two questions “When will the temple be 
destroyed and what will be the sign of Your coming and the end of the age?”  Jesus’ answer to their first question is 
found in vs. 4-28 and His answer to their second question is found in vs. 20-31.  The rest of this chapter and the next 
is about how knowing the future should affect the way we live today.  
 
The disciples’ first question is when will the temple be destroyed?  We know this happened 37 years later in 70 AD 
and so in vs. 4-28 Jesus tells the disciples what they can expect between now and then.  The Gospel of Matthew was 
completed by 60 A.D. and it is amazing how accurate Jesus is in predicting not only what will happen to the temple, 



to Jerusalem and to Israel years before it happens, but how accurate He is in predicting everything in between.  First, 
Jesus says there will be a lot of spiritual counterfeits. 4 “And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you 
astray. 5 For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray.”   Before the 
temple is destroyed, Jesus’ disciples can expect many false Messiahs – a bunch of people claiming to be Jesus or the 
Messiah or God in human flesh; and Jesus says, “Ignore anybody who claims to be Me or says I’ve returned.”  Second, 
Jesus says there will be social chaos.  6 “And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, 
for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, 
and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are but the beginning of the birth pains.” 
Jesus also tells His disciples not to panic when they hear news of wars and civil turmoil or great catastrophes, plagues 
or famines, because when these things happen, people will say, “The end is near, the world is coming to an end.”   
But Jesus tells His disciples, “Don’t be terrified.  These things must take place but the end doesn’t follow 
immediately.”  And Jesus says the church will be persecuted. 9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put 
you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away[a] and betray 
one another and hate one another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because 
lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved.”  Jesus says that before the temple is destroyed, Christians will be persecuted, which as we know, definitely 
happened in the first century.  In fact, most of those who heard Jesus that day would be imprisoned and would suffer 
for their faith in Him.  Many would see their own families turn against them and all were hated because they followed 
Jesus.  And many false prophets would invade the church and introduce heresies into the faith – all of which 
happened prior to the destruction of the temple.  However, because of the following verse, Jesus seems to be 
describing not only the time between then and 70 AD but the entire church age between His first and His second 
coming. 14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come.”  Jesus won’t return until the gospel has been preached to all the nations – a 
project the church has been laboring on for 2000 years and one that is close to completion.  When Jesus talks about 
all nations, scholars don’t think He is referring to nations as political units but as people groups; distinct cultures and 
languages. Today approximately 6,700 people groups are considered unreached. That’s 40% of the world’s people 
groups with no indigenous community of believing Christians able to evangelize the rest of their people group and 
over 42% of the world’s population live in these 6,700 people groups.  So in these verses, Jesus is describing what 
the world will be like between His first and second coming.  There will always be a spiritual battle going on; 
counterfeit Christ’s and false prophets leading people astray and the church persecuted and hated by many – which 
is just as true today as it was in the first century.  And the earth will always be a place of chaos and violence; of wars, 
genocide, disasters and cruelty; because the earth is the only piece of rebel-held real estate in the universe as far as 
we know and all of our technological advances can neither change people nor tame the earth.  And the good news 
of what God has done through His Son to rescue us and His world will continue to spread throughout the earth.  How 
could Jesus – a simple first-century rabbi, living in a primitive culture -  so accurately predict the rest of world history 
and what would happen in the future – unless He knew that future and was exactly who He claimed to be, God in 
human flesh?  And throughout the centuries, those who have listened to Jesus have been able to see this world 
realistically and neither become fearful and pessimistic, thinking that things have never been as bad as they are 
today and asking how a good God allow these things to happen if He is God and thinking the world must be coming 
to an end; because they know this is the way Jesus said the world will be in every age until He returns.  Nor becoming 
overly optimistic and thinking the world is getting better and better and that progress is inevitable and that soon we 
will create a paradise; because Jesus said that while there may be technological advances, the basic nature of people 
and this world would not change until He returns.  That’s why Jesus reveals the future to His followers; not to satisfy 
our curiosity but to give us perspective, perseverance and hope regardless of what we see happening around us.

 

In the next verses, Jesus answers the disciples’ first question, “What will be the signs of the destruction of the 

temple?”  15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy 

place (let the reader understand),16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let the one who is 

on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 18 and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take 

his cloak. 19 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray that 
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your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath.21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been 

from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22 And if those days had not been cut short, no 

human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.”  Remember that Jesus is 

speaking to Jews who knew their Old Testament; and Jesus says that something that was predicted in the book of 

Daniel will happen again in the future.  Daniel predicted a prince who would destroy the temple and it’s sacrifices, 

calling him the “abomination which makes desolate.” Scholars generally agree that this prophecy was first fulfilled 

when the Greek king, Antiochus Epiphanes IV, who ruled Palestine from 175-64 B.C. entered the temple in 

Jerusalem, stopped the regular sacrifices, set up an altar for Zeus, and sacrificed a pig on the altar. Now Jesus says 

the same thing will happen again and when it does, His disciples know that the destruction of the temple and of 

Jerusalem is at hand and to get out of town. In the first Jewish-Roman war, between March and September of 70 

AD, the Roman Commander and future Emperor, Titus Flavius Vespasianus with 70,000 Romans troops laid siege 

to Jerusalem which was defended by 13,000 Jewish troops.  It was a horrible time for Israel.  Even children were 

cooked for food.  Atrocities were rampant on both sides. By the time, the siege was over, Jerusalem was defeated, 

the temple was destroyed, and 1.1 million Jews were killed and 97,000 were taken captive.   This is why Jesus 

warns His followers to leave the city and the countryside and escape to the mountains of the wilderness.  The 

Christian historian, Eusebius records in The History of the Church that the Christians who lived in Jerusalem and 

Judea at the time took Jesus’ words seriously and fled four years before the calamity took place.   23 Then if anyone 

says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will 

arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you 

beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the 

inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will 

be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.” Jesus warns that the 

time after the destruction of Jerusalem – the time we live in – will be a time of false Messiahs and false prophets.  

Just google “false Christs” and you’ll find a long list of people throughout history and down to the present day who 

claimed to be Jesus or the Son of God or God in human flesh.  And there have always be people who believe them.  

That’s what Jesus means by “Wherever the corpse is, the vultures will gather.” Death attracts death.  If people 

don’t love the truth, they will believe anything.  There has never been a time in history when new religions, new 

cults and new saviors weren’t appearing – just as Jesus said.  

 

That’s Jesus’ answer to the disciples’ first question, “When will the temple be destroyed?” Now He answers their 

second question, “What will be the signs of Your coming and of the end of the age.”  You just said that Israel will 

not see you again until they say, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.”  So how do we know when 

that will happen? 29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days (the period of time between Jesus’ first and 

second coming in which we’re now living) the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the 

stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”  Jesus says that as the end of this age 

approaches, nature itself will anticipate that end.  There will be signs in the heavens and signs on the earth; as 

creation reacts to the end of all things.   Changes in the sun and the moon and the stars, great tidal waves and 

storms, one natural disaster after another to the extent that people alive in those times will literally faint from 

fear.  All that seemed stable and predictable in nature will become unstable and unpredictable.  Perhaps the orbits 

of planets and asteroids will change, perhaps the earth will be struck with meteors because Jesus says that the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken; all of which is predicted in the OT and in the book of Revelation as well.  It 

will be a terrifying time to be alive on the earth.  30 “Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and 



then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 

power and great glory.  A far different Jesus from the one who first came to earth will return to it.   These images 

are from Daniel 7 where Daniel sees in a vision a regal figure coming to earth on the clouds to reign over the 

earth.31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four 

winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” When Jesus returns He will not return alone.  He will bring all His 

people who are in heaven with Him, along with all those currently living on earth.  We will be there to see Jesus 

return to reign in glory and to make everything that is wrong with this world right. Those are the signs of Jesus’ 

coming and the end of the age. And in light of those signs, Jesus continues, 32 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as 

soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So also, when you see 

all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates.” If you didn’t have a calendar and there was no 

Daylight Savings time, how would you know when Spring arrived? The trees begin to bud and leaves appear. Jesus 

tells His disciples that in the same way, when they see these things happening, they can know that the kingdom of 

God is very close to being established on earth as it is in heaven.    34 “Truly, I say to you, this generation will not 

pass away until all these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”  

Jesus seems to be saying that the generation alive at that time won’t die until all the things He’s predicted have 

taken place.  Yet He said this almost 2000 years ago and that generation is long gone.  Some people think Jesus is 

referring to the events of 70 AD, which would have been witnessed by that generation, but “all things” seems to 

include the distant future prophecies as well as the near future.  Some people think that since generation can also 

be translated “race,” Jesus is speaking about the Jewish people here and that the Jews will remain a people until 

the end of the.  However we interpret these verses, two things will endure in this world; the Jewish people and 

Christ’s words, which after 2000 years has proven to be true.  Christ’s words haven’t passed away nor has the 

ancient Jewish race – two more evidences that Jesus knew the future.    

 

So how should what the future holds impact the way we live our lives now 36 “But concerning that day and hour no 

one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son,[b] but the Father only. (Every few years, someone will give 

us a date for the end of the world or for the return of Christ – which has been happening since Jesus spoke these 

words.  The amazing thing is that anybody takes these dates seriously since Jesus says nobody knows the day or 

the hour but the Father.  In spite of all the signs Jesus gives, when the end actually comes, it will come as a 

surprise.) 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the 

flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the 

ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 40 Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; 

one will be taken and one left.” (So, who will be taken and who will be left and why?  Who was taken in the days of 

Noah and who was left?  Noah and his family were left on the earth, everyone else was swept away.  Jesus has 

already told His disciples that when He returns, His angels will gather His elect from the four winds of the earth 

and from heaven to join Him at His return, so I think those who are taken are taken to judgment and those who 

are left are those who belong to Jesus and have believed in what He has revealed about the future and are ready 

for His return. Just as in the days of Noah, those who believed God were left and those who did not believe were 

taken away.)  42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that 

if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 

and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 
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at an hour you do not expect.” And for the rest of chapter 24 and 25, Jesus gives us 4 parables about how to get 

ready for His return which Jeff and I will be speaking about over the next few weeks so I’ll close with this. 

We are in the same position that Noah found himself in. Hebrews 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned by God about 
things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the 
world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.  God revealed the future to Noah and 
because Noah believed God, he prepared for that future.  When God tells Noah about the coming flood, Noah has 
a choice.  He can believe God and get ready, or he can ignore God and continue doing what he’s been doing.  He 
can live for the future or he can live for the present.  And when Noah believed God, his entire life changed.  He had 
to drop everything else he was doing to get ready for the flood.  For the next 100 years, Noah goes out into the 
back yard every day to work on his ark.  His neighbors are living for today. Noah’s living for the future. For 100 
years, Noah looked like a man wasting his life on a silly dream and out of step with his culture because he believed 
God.  Of course, everybody stopped laughing once they began treading water because there was only one family 
ready when the flood came. We are in the same position Noah found himself.  God has told us what the future 
holds and we face the same decision Noah faced.  If I believe what God says about the future, I will prepare and if I 
don’t prepare, I don’t really believe. Because faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen, faith always means making decisions on the basis of what God says is true today and what God says will be 
true in the future.  
 
And the first thing we can do to prepare for the future is to stay awake, to be alert and ready for Christ’s return.  In 
Luke’s account of this conversation, Jesus says, “Be on your guard, so that your hearts will not be weighted down 
with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life and that day will not come on you suddenly like a trap; for 
it will come upon all those who dwell on the face of the earth.  But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you 
may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
(Luke 21:34-36) If I believe what Jesus tells me about the future, I will be like the ant rather than like the 
grasshopper.  I’ll stay alert, remembering what really matters and what’s coming and live for eternity rather than 
for the present. And I’ll guard myself from dissipation, drunkenness and worries and anything else that distracts 
me from my true situation so that I will not be surprised by Christ’s return, praying for strength to escape all the 
things which characterize life in this world before Christ returns.  There are specific to prepare for the future which 
we’ll talk about in weeks to come but it begins with being alert and remembering that this life is brief, full of 
trouble, and is only an opportunity for usefulness for eternity.  A few weeks ago, I had my second TIA or mini-
stroke in a year; just a momentary confusion and difficulty in remembering and I spent the night at Eden Hospital, 
getting checked out.  I have a low risk for stroke so the neurologist thinks I have a vein to my brain that is getting 
stiff with age and he put me on medication to thin my blood and prevent clotting and thinks I should be good for 
several thousand more miles.  But in the week following, I found myself worrying about getting old and losing my 
physical and mental capabilities; like my life was winding down.  I started feeling tired and like curling up in a little 
self-protective ball before something worse happens.  I was scared about the future – until I realized that my 
future is guaranteed and that it won’t be spent here.  Paul says that for me to live is Christ and to die is gain.  
Death isn’t something to dread but something to anticipate; leaving the land of the dying for the land of the living 
and hearing Jesus say, “Well done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Master.  Welcome home.”  
To die will be gain and Paul continues, “But if I am to remain in the flesh – if I am to go on living – this will mean 
fruitful labor for me.”  As long as I’m alive, I will be living for Jesus; and that’s what helped me.  My body is slowly 
falling apart.  So is yours.  I’ve got a new, incorruptible body waiting for me in eternity so there’s nothing to save 
here.  So rather than worrying about the inevitable, my job is to keep running the race and to keep preparing for 
my true future because that future is guaranteed.   
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