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When Righteousness Goes Wrong (Matthew 23:1-39) 

 

Self-Righteousness…. 

 

1. Blinds us to what God cares about (23:16-24) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Blinds us to how we impact others (23:13-15; v. 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Blinds us to who we really are (23:25-28; cf. vv. 5-7) 

 

 

 

 

   

4. Blinds us to where we’re headed (23:29-39)   

 

 

 

 

 



  

For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 

2. When’s the last time you were surprised to learn something about yourself? What did 

you discover? Why did it surprise you? Why do you think you didn’t see this previously?  

Going Deeper 

3. In the sermon, Jeff mentioned that we need to guard against dissociating ourselves from 

the Pharisees too quickly. How were the Pharisees similar to us?   

4. In this passage, Jesus calls the Pharisees “hypocrites”7 times (vv. 13, 15, 18, 23, 25, 27, 

29 and indirectly in v. 3), and “blind” 5 times (vv. 16, 17, 19, 24, 26). What’s the 

connection between the Pharisees’ hypocrisy and their blindness? Why were the 

Pharisees’ blind? What were they blind to? Why is their condition (i.e. being self-

righteous) dangerous?  

5. In vv. 13-39, Jesus pronounces 7 “woes” against the Pharisees? What is a woe (see 

Isaiah 5:8-24; Amos 5:18-20)? What’s the ultimate consequence of the Pharisees’ 

behavior (see vv. 37-39)? What insight do we get into Jesus’ heart for the Pharisees in 

vv. 37-38? Why is it important that we keep this in mind as we read the passage?  

6. What is Jesus’ solution for self-righteousness (see vv. 8-12)? 

Application  

7. In this passage Jesus shows how self-righteousness blinds us to (a) what God really cares 

about, (b) how we impact others, (c) who we really are, and (d) where we’re headed. 

Which of these spoke most forcefully to you? Why? In what area do you fall prey to a 

Pharisaic mindset? Where do you need to repent? What would repentance look like?  

8. What’s one thing you can do this week to apply this passage?  

 

 

 

 

 


