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Matthew 21:12-22: No Fruit, No Future 

 

1. The Consequence of Fruitlessness (21:12-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Key to Fruitfulness (21:21-22) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 

2. Can you think of something God has removed from your life in order to make you 

fruitful (i.e. more like Jesus, more effective in doing good/in making disciples)? What did 

God remove? How did it make you more fruitful? Share your story with the group.     

Going Deeper 

3. After entering the temple, what does Jesus do (vv. 12-13)? Who is Jesus’ anger directed 

against? How do the Scriptures Jesus quotes (v. 13; Isaiah 56:7; Jeremiah 7:11) shed 



light on his actions in the temple (look at the surrounding context of each Old 

Testament passage)? How was the priestly establishment making it difficult for people 

to approach God?    

4. Why does Jesus curse the fig tree (vv. 18-20)? How does this miracle relate to Jesus’ 

action in the temple? Why is it significant that this tree has leaves, but no fruit? What 

“fruit” did Israel fail to bear (see v. 14; see also Matthew 21:43; Jeremiah 8:13; Hosea 

9:10; and esp. Micah 7:1-6). What will happen to them as a result?   

5. What’s Jesus point about prayer in vv. 21-22? What will the disciples accomplish 

through prayer (see also Matthew 18:19-20)? How do Jesus’ words in John 14:12-14 and 

John 15:7-8 help us better understand his promise in vv. 21-22?  

Application  

6. God prunes us (both individually and corporately) to make us more fruitful (see John 

15:2). What do you need to prune from your life to become more fruitful? As a 

Community Group, what can you prune to make your group more effective? 

7. Jesus’ focus in vv. 21-22 is on the power of corporate prayer. As a group what do you 

need to be praying about to become more fruitful?  

 

 

 


