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A King We Can Trust 
Matthew 1:18-2:23 

I was reading John 5:38-40 and I noticed something I never saw before.  Jesus tells some of the foremost Bible 
scholars of His day they have missed the whole point of the Bible. "You do not have His word abiding in you, for 
you do not believe Him whom He sent. You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal 
life; it is these that testify about Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.”  Jesus tells 
men who memorized the entire Old Testament that they do not have God’s word in them because they don’t 
believe in Him – because He is the hero of the Bible.  He is what the Bible is about and if you miss Jesus, it doesn’t 
matter how much of the Bible you can quote – you’ve missed the point. Jesus could have been talking to me.  For 
years, I taught the Bible as if the Bible was about us; how to be wise, how to be successful, how to avoid ruining 
your life.  You can find those things in the Bible and the Bible scholars of Jesus’ day wrote hundreds and hundreds 
of rules for living which they found in the Bible.  But those rules didn’t give life.  They just became a heavier and 
heavier burden; just more things we’ve fail to do.  And I realized that I did the same thing in many of my sermons.  
Every week was here are some more things we need to do.  And after awhile you get to the point that there are so 
many things to apply in the Bible, why even bother.  But Jesus says that’s not the point of the Bible.  The Bible is 
not about us, it’s about Him because life doesn’t come from rules, life comes from Jesus; and the Christian life is 
lived by faith in Him who loves us and gave Himself for us, not by following rules.  Now if we trust Him, we will do 
what He says – but if we do what He says without trusting Him, we’ve missed the point as well as the joy and 
power of the Christian life.  If we’re reading the Bible correctly, we won’t be impressed with how great the Bible is 
but with how great Jesus is, because He is the hero of the Bible.  That was Matthew’s point in writing his gospel.  
Matthew wants us to see Jesus as the promised King of the Old Testament and to trust and follow Him.  As the 
story of the Bible unfolds, we see more and more promises of a human being who will regain what Adam lost and 
restore creation to what it was before Adam and Eve rebelled against God. We learn that this Savior and Redeemer 
will not only be a descendant of Eve and Noah and Abraham in Genesis and the innocent Lamb of God which takes 
away the sin of the world in Exodus and Leviticus and the champion who does for us what we are unable to do for 
ourselves in Numbers and Deuteronomy, He will also be a king from the tribe of Judah and the family of King David 
– who was the closest thing to God’s promised king but still failed to bring God’s people into that promised place 
of safety and blessing.  David was followed by worse and worse kings until his family’s dynasty ended altogether 
and Israel spends the next 900 years ruled by one foreign power or another - still waiting for the king who will 
make all things right. Matthew’s point is that promised king from David’s family has returned and that king is Jesus 
– which is why we are calling this series Return of the King.  Matthew wrote this gospel to Jews which is why he 
quotes from the OT so often to show how Jesus fulfills the promises and pictures of the king God has promised to 
send.  Where did Matthew get all this information?  He learned it from Jesus. After Christ’s resurrection, the 
Scriptures tell us that Jesus explained to His disciples how the whole Old Testament was fulfilled in Him and so I 
think Matthew is just passing on to us what Jesus taught Him. 
 
This morning we’re going to look at the first two chapters of Matthew which I’ve entitled “A King We Can Trust.” 
Unlike the Jews who looked forward to the return of the king, we Americans don’t relate well to kings.  Our nation 
began when we rebelled against a king and many of our ancestors came here to be free of kings.  The desire for 
freedom is deeply engrained in us and we can’t imagine being happy if we’re not free to do whatever we want to 
do.  Yet the Bible teaches that freedom and happiness are the result of living under the reign of God’s king.  The 
Christian life is lived by faith; trusting in Jesus, and what I hope you’ll see today is that the better we get to know 
Jesus, the more we’ll trust Him and follow Him.   That’s Matthew’s goal in his gospel and my goal this morning as 
we look at the first two chapters of Matthew – to see why Jesus is a king we can trust. In the first two chapters, 
Matthew begins the story of Jesus. However because his intention is not to write a biography but to prove that 
Jesus is the promised king of the Old Testament, he builds his story around five Old Testament texts which are 
fulfilled by the birth and the infancy of Jesus.  That’s why we read the phrase, “This was to fulfill...” four times in 



this passage.  Matthew presents four of Jesus’ credentials as the king we can trust.  So why should I believe that 
Jesus is the promised king of the Old Testament or that He should be my king?  Matthew gives me four reasons. 
 
1. Born of a virgin (1:18-25)  

2. Born in Bethlehem (2:1-12)  

3.  Called out of Egypt (2:13-15)  

4.  Called a Nazarene (2:19-23)  

 

1. Born of a virgin (1:18-25); “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. And Joseph her 

husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. But when he 

had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not 

be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 

Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."  And Joseph awoke from his sleep 

and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took {Mary} as his wife, but kept her a virgin until she gave 

birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.” In the culture of that time, a betrothal was more legally binding than 

an engagement is today and could only be terminated by a divorce. A betrothal had the obligations of marriage 

without the privileges: all to protect Israel’s daughters.  And so when Joseph discovered that his betrothed was 

pregnant, he was, without a doubt, disappointed, angry and hurt; but because he was a righteous man and a man 

of faith, he wanted to protect Mary from public shame and possible prosecution for adultery and decided to 

divorce quietly. It is at this point that an angel visits Joseph in a dream, explaining that the child in Mary was 

miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit and therefore Joseph should not only continue with his wedding plans; 

and to name this unusual child Joshua (God is salvation) which is Jesus in Greek, explaining that He will be a savior 

to His people – saving them not from the Romans as the Jews expected but from something far more serious, their 

slavery to sin.  This was the first of several visits the angel will make to Joseph in the coming years.  It’s interesting 

to me that God always speaks to Joseph the same way; an angel visits him in a dream, tells him what God wants 

him to do and backs it up with Scripture.  God speaks to people in many different ways in the Bible because He has 

a unique relationship with each of us.  But He seems to always speak in the same way to the same person.  I guess 

that’s how we can know it’s Him speaking to us.  So when I wonder if I’m right about what I think God wants me to 

do, I’ll ask, “How has God led me in the past?” Matthew now explains that all this happened to fulfill what 

Scriptures predicted. “Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "BEHOLD, 

THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which 

(Matthew explains) translated means, "GOD WITH US." (Matt. 1:22-23) All the passages that are fulfilled in the 

story of Jesus’ birth and infancy are taken from the prophetic books of the Old Testament which were written 

during the nearly 400 years when Israel was divided into Israel in the north and Judah in the south; a dark time in 

Israel’s history when most of the prophets appeared.  Matthew explains how the virgin birth fulfills Isaiah 7:14.  In 

Isaiah 7, God is speaking to King Ahaz of Judah, challenging the king to ask for a sign to confirm God’s promise that 

He will destroy Ahaz’s two great enemies; King Resin in Aram – present day Syria – and King Pekah of Israel. Ahaz 

refuses to test the Lord – even though God commanded him – but Isaiah rebukes the king for trying God’s patience 

and then explains the sign God will give Ahaz whether he asks for it or not. A child will be born to a young woman 

and before the child is old enough to know the difference between right and wrong, Aram and Israel will be 

destroyed before an even worse invader, Assyria.  We learn in Isaiah 8 that this prophecy was fulfilled by the birth 

of Isaiah’s own son who God commands Isaiah to name Maher-shalal-hash-baz which means “Swift is the booty, 



speedy is the prey;” and then God repeats His promise that Damascus, the capital of Aram and Samaria, the capital 

of Israel will be plundered by Assyria before Isaiah’s son can say, “My father” or “My mother.”  God also calls 

Isaiah’s son “Immanuel” or “God with us,” in the sense that Judah will be saved from Aram and Israel because God 

is with them as symbolized by the birth of Isaiah’s son.   However, as we read on in Isaiah, it is obvious there will be 

a double fulfillment of this prophecy because in Isaiah 9, we find the familiar words, “For a child will be born to us, 

a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of {His} government or 

of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7)  

This prophecy can’t refer to Isaiah’s son since he isn’t God nor is he a king from the line of David who will rule the 

world and establish justice and righteousness. There is another son coming; a greater Maher-shalal-hash-baz who 

will save His people from their sins just as God saved Judah from Aram and Israel in the days of Isaiah, the true 

Immanuel because He is God with us; and this is the son whom Matthew is pointing to.  Matthew’s point is not 

that the virgin birth in itself establishes Jesus as the coming king but that His birth fulfills the prophecies of Isaiah 

7-9; that God will be born to a virgin as a little baby and will be not only the greater Maher-shalal-hash-baz but the 

greater David who will rule as king over His people and restore the earth to what God intended.  

Why is Jesus the king we can trust?  He saves us from our greatest problem, ourselves.  I grew up attending church 

every Sunday but as soon as I left home for college, I stopped attending and lived the way I had always wanted to 

live but never could because of my parents.  I was the typical good-time, Southern California frat boy; self-

indulgent and self-centered; doing everything I had always wanted to do.  I discovered that I wanted to do didn’t 

make me happy but left me feeling empty.  I occasionally talked with Christian students who told me how their life 

changed when they asked Jesus to be their Lord and Savior – but the thought of surrendering my life to Christ filled 

me with dread - of losing the freedom I had waited so long for – even though that freedom wasn’t delivering on its 

promise of happiness.  I finally realized that my biggest problem wasn’t my parents or my circumstances; my 

biggest problem was me.  I was a slave to a power that with each temptation promised freedom but only resulted 

in slavery and dissatisfaction.  I needed a Savior because I couldn’t save myself and it wasn’t until I asked Jesus to 

come into my life, to forgive my sins and to make me the person He wanted me to be instead of the person I 

wanted to be, that I began to experience life and peace and contentment.  Look, we all have problems.  We have 

economic problems; yet if all our economic problems vanished today, our lives still wouldn’t be perfect.  If all our 

political problems vanished today, our lives still wouldn’t be perfect.  If all our sociological problems vanished 

today or our family problems or our health problems were solved, our lives wouldn’t be perfect because we would 

still be us.  And who we are is at the root of our economic, social, family and psychological problems.  Jesus put it 

this way. “That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man. (Our problem is not what comes from 

without but what comes from within.) For from within, out of the heart of men proceed evil thoughts, fornications, 

thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  

All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.” (Mark 7:20-23)  We are born enslaved to a nature in 

rebellion against God and we sin because we’re sinners.  We can’t help it; and every political, social, or 

psychological problem is the result of our fallen condition.  That’s why Jesus didn’t come as an economist, a 

sociologist, or as a family therapist.  He came as a Savior because that’s the king we need. We need a new heart 

and that’s what Jesus gives us when He comes into our life and we’re born again. That’s where our relationship 

with Jesus must begin – recognizing that our biggest problem is us and that we need a king to save us from our 

own sinfulness.  If you come to Jesus for any other reason; maybe you hope he will make you rich or popular or 

successful, you will be disappointed because Jesus has more important problems to solve than our poverty or our 

unpopularity or our failure.  Those are just symptoms.  He wants to save you from the disease. Jesus is the king we 

can trust because He is a Savior. 



2. Born in Bethlehem. (2:1-12) Now in chapter 2, Matthew gives us a second Old Testament passage Jesus fulfilled 

and another reason Jesus is the king we can trust; the place of His birth as Matthew tells the familiar story of the 

wise men. “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east 

(probably Persian astrologers) arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For 

we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him." When Herod the king (Herod wasn’t really the king of 

Israel; he was a Roman appointee who wasn’t even Jewish) heard {this,} he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 

him. Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was 

to be born.  They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet:  'AND YOU, 

BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL 

COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.'"   You know the story.  Wise men following a 

star show up in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews?  We saw His star in the east and have 

come to worship Him.”  Herod consults the scholars who tell him the Messiah is to be born in the nearby village of 

Bethlehem, about 6 miles south of Jerusalem.  Herod insists the magi investigate and report back to him what they 

discover.  However, they are warned by God in a dream and after worshiping Jesus – who is probably around two 

years old by now, judging from the following verses, they return home without reporting to Herod.  The scholars 

Herod consulted quote Micah 5:2 and the  entire passage reads, "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, {Too} little 

to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from 

long ago, From the days of eternity. And He will arise and shepherd {His flock} In the strength of the LORD, In the 

majesty of the name of the LORD His God. And they will remain, because at that time He will be great To the ends 

of the earth. This One will be {our} peace." (Micah 5:2, 4-5) Micah predicts that the promised king will be born in 

Bethlehem, that He will be eternal because He is God, that He will shepherd His people in the strength of the Lord, 

that His people will live eternally, that His name will be known throughout the earth and that He will be our peace; 

that is, the One who establishes peace between man and God.  That’s the gospel. God becomes a baby born in 

Bethlehem to become the king who shepherds His people and who will one day rule the entire earth, giving eternal 

life to His people because His death and resurrection establishes peace between people and God forever.  So why 

is Jesus the king we can trust? Notice that the king God sends will not only be a savior but a shepherd, guiding His 

flock and caring for us, and that’s the second lesson we learn in our walk with Jesus.  One thing we see over and 

over in the Bible is that God’s people don’t do well on their own – when every man does what is right in his own 

eyes.  We are sheep and need a shepherd and Jesus is the shepherd God has provided to lead us, protect us and 

feed us.  This is how He saves us from our sins.  He not only saves us from the eternal penalty of our sin by dying in 

our place and taking the just punishment we deserve; He saves us from our sins daily by showing us the right way 

to go and leading us in that way in the strength of the Lord.  That’s why I can’t be a Christian without obedience. 

Jesus said, “My sheep know My voice and they follow Me.” “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord’ and do not do what I 

say?”  According to John 10, the abundant life Jesus promised is the result of following Him as His sheep, bringing 

each decision to Him and relying upon Him to guide me and to protect me. But until I see sin disguised as 

independence as my great enemy that I will see my great need for a shepherd.  I still behave as a sheep without a 

shepherd, going my own way and relying upon what is right in my sight rather than what is right in His sight, 

especially when it comes to problem-solving.  I am a natural problem solver.  When I encounter a problem – 

especially somebody else’s problem, I’m like a moth with a light bulb.  Everything in me says, “I can solve that 

problem.  Call on me, call on me.” Except my solutions seldom work because they are my solutions and not Jesus’.  

Jesus said, “I do nothing on My own initiative but only what they Father tells Me,” and He calls His disciples to live 

the way He lived by depending on Him for guidance rather than on ourselves.  And He never fails to guide me in 

my decisions if I will stop and ask Him for help.  If instead of diving in immediately, I will remember that He’s the 

shepherd and I’m His sheep – and not a particularly bright sheep at that; and ask Him to guide me.  We not only 

need a savior, we need a shepherd.  So try this.  For the next week, try not to make any decision on your own.  Ask 



Jesus for help on each one and keep track of what happens.  His presence in your life will become much more 

visible to you if you will follow Him rather than moving off on your own. 

3.  Called out of Egypt (2:13-18) Here’s a third Old Testament passage which Matthew tells us that Jesus fulfilled as 
the king we can trust as God calls Him out of Egypt.  “Now when they (the magi) had gone, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him." So Joseph got up and took the Child 
and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. He remained there until the death of Herod. {This was} to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON." (Matt. 2:13-15)  
God warns Joseph to flee to Egypt and to stay there until God tells them to return home, which Matthew says 
fulfills Hosea 11:1.  Hosea 11:1 is a reference to the exodus of the Jews from Egypt. “When Israel was a youth, I 
loved him, and from Egypt I called my son.”  Israel is the Son whom God rescues from Egypt, but in the following 
verses in Hosea, God laments how Israel wandered further and further away from Him and how they will go into 
exile once again – this time to Babylon.  But God says He can never give up on His people and will one day bring 
them back from exile.  The rabbis regularly used the exodus from Egypt as a picture of the salvation which would 
come again when the promised king arrived and that’s how Matthew is using it here.  One thing we see throughout 
the Bible is that history repeats itself – that one event points to a similar event later in God’s plan.  And so the fact 
that the Messiah like Israel also had to return from Egypt formed too striking a parallel for Matthew to attribute it 
to chance.  Jesus not only fulfills the predictions of the Messiah, He fulfills Israel’s history.  He does what they 
should have done. He is the greater Moses and the greater Israel; a theme we will see Matthew develop as events 
in Jesus’ life parallel events in Israel’s history and Jesus successfully does what Israel failed to do.  So why is Jesus 
the king we can trust? He leads by example. He is the greater Adam, Noah, Abraham, Joshua, David, etc. as He 
shows not only how each pointed to Him but He does perfectly what they should have done.  Jesus is the human 
we were created to be and as such, He is our example.  He is who we were originally created to be and who we are 
becoming; and that brings us to the next step in following Jesus.  We trust in Him as our Savior and   begin to learn 
to follow Him as our Shepherd.  And then we begin to imitate Him as our Master. That’s what a disciple is; 
someone who learns to live as his master.  The question we should always be asking is not “What would Jesus do?” 
but rather “What did Jesus do?” He not only shows me the way as my Shepherd, He is the way.  He never tells us 
to do anything He hasn’t done Himself.  “Forgive one another as I have forgiven you.”  “Love one another as I have 
loved you.” “Walk as I walked.”  Lately my greatest motivation to obey Jesus is looking at how He lived.  How did 
Jesus handle rejection?  How did Jesus handle betrayal?  How did Jesus handle conflict?  The more I see how He 
did it, the more motivated I am to imitate Him.  I think that’s why Paul says that the more we behold Him, the 
more like Him we become.  So if there’s an area of your life that you know needs to change, go to the Scriptures 
and look at what Jesus did.  

4. Called a Nazarene. (19-23) I’m going to skip Herod’s slaughter of the babies which Matthew says fulfills 

Jeremiah 31:15 and move on to look at Jesus’ fourth credential as the king we can trust in the final verses of 

chapter 2   A Nazarene (2:19-23) “But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord *appeared in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt, and said, "Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who 

sought the Child's life are dead." So Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 

But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 

Then after being warned {by God} in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee, and came and lived in a city called 

Nazareth. {This was} to fulfill what was spoken through the prophets: "He shall be called a Nazarene." Once Herod 

dies, the angel appears to Joseph again to send him and his little family back home.  However when Joseph learns 

that Herod’s son now rules Judea, he worries about returning to Bethlehem and once more God speaks to him in a 

dream and Joseph takes his family north into Galilee to settle in his own home town of Nazareth which Matthew 

says fulfills what was spoken through the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”   However, no OT text ever 

declares that the Messiah will be called a Nazarene; so what does Matthew mean?  This is the only place in 



Matthew’s gospel where he makes reference to “prophets” in the plural rather than to a single prophet as the 

source of an OT reference which means that he is not quoting a text directly but summing up several texts from 

several prophets.  Mathew is probably using “Nazarene” as a derogatory slang term used in that day from 

someone from the insignificant little town of Nazareth in Galilee – like “hillbilly” or “redneck.” A Nazarene wasn’t a 

title any serious Jew would want attached to them.  For 900 years, Israel had been divided between North and 

South; between the rebels and the loyalists, between those who stuck with the house of David and those who 

struck out on their own.  Ever since Solomon gave his Phoenician ally, King Hiram 20 cities of Galilee, there were 

far more non-Jews living there than in the south, which is why the prophets called it “Galilee of the Gentiles.” The 

citizens of Judea despised their northern neighbors as ignorant country cousins, unsophisticated and compromised 

because of the strong foreign influence in Galilee. They even made fun of how the Galileans talked. Galileans spoke 

their own distinctive form of Aramaic and a Galilean in Jerusalem would be as obvious as a Texan in New York.  No 

serious Jew would want to be known as a Nazarene.  It’s like being from Pig Belly, Arkansas – people just 

automatically assume things about you.  That’s why when one of Jesus’ first disciples, Nathaniel hears that Jesus is 

from Nazareth, he asks in John 1:46 “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”  And Matthew says that fulfills the 

way the prophets described the Messiah. Look at Isaiah 53:2-3, “For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, 

And like a root out of parched ground; He has no {stately} form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor 

appearance that we should be attracted to Him. He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and 

acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.” 

Just as Nazarenes were despised, so the Messiah will be despised and that’s the fourth reason He is the king we 

can trust: Jesus has been where we’ve been.  He knows what it feel like to be looked down on, to be rejected 

through no fault of his own, to be ridiculed and mocked.  He’s not a king who looks down on us in our pit and says, 

“Must be tough down there.”  He’s a king who says, “I understand completely” because He’s been in the pit too.  

Hebrews puts it this way. “We do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who 

has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  Therefore, let us draw near with confidence to the throne 

of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Heb. 4:15-16)  Sometimes we have 

a hard time trusting human leaders because they seem so different from us.  They’ve never been where we’ve 

been or experienced what we’ve experienced.  How can they understand us when they can’t know what it’s like to 

be us? But Jesus not only humbles Himself to become a human, He becomes everyman. He could have become any 

man He chose to become: a king, a philosopher, a rich, successful businessman but He chose to be born in poverty 

to young couple in a despised, third world country under foreign domination; a refugee and an alien.  He could 

have been the most attractive man ever born but chose instead to be an average looking man with nothing 

attractive or noteworthy about His appearance.  He could have been the most popular of men but instead chose to 

be a despised outsider; so that He could understand you and me He has experienced every weakness, temptation 

and disadvantage we experience – and far more.  He knows me better than I even know myself because wherever 

I’ve been He’s been and whatever I’ve been through, He’s been through. And He not only went through everything 

we’ve gone through, He triumphed over it. Nazarene is transformed from a derogatory term to one that is 

worshiped. The most despised man has been given the name above every name. The cross, the most shameful and 



humiliating form of capital punishment has become the symbol of greatest triumph. He becomes like us so that we 

can become like Him, redeeming all of our suffering and using it to bring us to glory. 

 

That is why He is the king we can trust.  He lays down His life to save us from our greatest problem; the sin which 

dwells inside of us which alienates us from God and from each other and destroys us from within. He comes to live 

in us to shepherd and guide us, giving us the wisdom and strength we need showing us by His own example, how 

to live the wisest, healthiest and most fulfilling life possible, because the one who knows us best loves us most.   

He empathizes with our weaknesses, understands our struggles and knows all our fears because He has 

experienced them all Himself.  And being His follower isn’t following rules, it is following Him and the better we 

know Him, the more we’ll trust Him.  If you are not a Christian but want to know this king, He said, “Behold, I stand 

at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come into Him.”  If you believe that 

Jesus is the Son of God, that He died for your sins and rose from the dead in your behalf so that believing in Him, 

you might receive eternal life, you need only to open that door.  Ask Him to come into your life and to be your 

Savior, Shepherd, Example, and King and He will. And if you are a Christian, ask Him to once again sit on the throne 

of your life and to lead you and to make your paths straight. 
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