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Winning the Deeper Battle: Matthew 4:1-11 

Last week Kashelle and I were on vacation in Mexico. And one day, we had to catch a 

bus back to our hotel. Now, I’ve been on some pretty wild bus rides. But this ride ranked close 

to the top of the list. We were on a 55 passenger bus. Our driver had an extremely tight 

schedule. He had multiple stops to make. So as soon as we sat down, he just floored it. He was 

flying through traffic. And meanwhile, I’m sitting right next to him… cultivating my prayer life. 

And Kashelle looks at me like, “what’s wrong with you?” I’m clutching the handrail. And the 

whole time I’m thinking, “let this be over, let this be over.” But then I look at the driver. And 

he’s smiling. He’s waving to people. He’s honking at his friends. He was totally relaxed; because 

this was his career. He lived every day in the chaos of that traffic. And he’d trained himself to 

focus, to relax, and even to enjoy his job. So whereas I just wanted the ride to be over, he 

actually enjoyed the ride.   

And that’s a picture of two different approaches to life. Trials are inevitable. And some 

measure of chaos is inescapable. Jesus says, “In this world, you will have trouble.”1 We will 

encounter trials, which means our faith will be tested. And when I’m in the “traffic” of a trial, I 

have two options. I can opt out. Or, I can lean in. I can close my eyes, and check out, and 

succumb to doubt, or lust, or anger, or whatever coping mechanism seems to dull the difficulty. 

Or I can deny myself, lean in to Jesus and endure. I can obey. And if I obey, I build toughness, 

and perseverance. And I may even find joy in the midst of the traffic. And the person I become 

will largely be determined by how I respond to temptations and tests. 

I don’t know about you, but for a long time, I viewed life as a battle against 

circumstances. And the goal was basically to escape discomfort. So I was always looking to that 

next stage of life, when things would “get easier.” “Once finals are over.” “Once I have a stable 

job.” “Once, I’m married.” “Once, we’re settled into a home.” “Once we have kids.” “Once the 

kids are out of the house…” “Once we get through…” fill in the blank, then, life will be good. But 

I’ve slowly come to realize that that day – the day when discomfort ceases – is not coming; not 

on this side of eternity. I can’t move the end zone closer to the line of scrimmage. And God’s 

promise isn’t to keep us from trials but to keep us through trials.  

And – whether I like it or not – God intends to grow me through testing; through trials 

and hardships. Now, trials are not inherently good. Often, they’re quite terrible. And yet,  

in the mystery of God’s providence, he uses trials to refine us and shape us. And as you read 

through Scripture, you see that God often takes people through a time of testing; a time of 

preparation; before he uses them greatly. God does this with Joseph; and Moses; and David; 
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and Elijah; and – as we’ll see today – he also does this with his perfect Son, Jesus. God goes to 

work on us before he goes to work through us. So before I go out and win some great victory 

for God’s kingdom in the world, there’s an internal battle that I must win; a battle not against 

circumstances, or people, but against temptation in my own heart. And this test cannot be 

bypassed. We have to go through it. So how do we endure? And how do we profit from tests? 

That’s what I want to talk about today.  

We’re currently in a series on the Gospel of Matthew; which we’ve entitled Return of 

the King. Matthew wants to show us that Jesus is the promised king of the Old Testament; the 

Messiah who will establish God’s kingdom on earth and redeem creation. Last week, we saw 

God announce Jesus as the King. Today, we’ll see how God tests his King; how he prepares 

Jesus for his mission. And Jesus shows us how to resist to temptation. And the good news is 

that Jesus is more than our example in testing. He’s our champion over it. He wins the greatest 

war. And now, he lives in us to help us overcome our battles. In this passage, Jesus resists the 

temptations of self-gratification, self-justification, and self-preservation. And if we want to be 

used by God, we must pass these tests as well.  

In Matthew 4, we read this, “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became 

hungry” (vv. 1-2). Now to understand the significance of this incident – this conflict between  

Jesus and Satan – we need to see it in the broader scope of Matthew’s narrative. Mark Twain 

supposedly said that, “history doesn’t repeat itself, but it does rhyme.” And the biblical writers 

would agree. In Scripture, God doesn’t keep doing the exact same thing. He’s always doing a 

new thing. And yet, there’s a rhythm and a rhyme to his redemptive activity. There are patterns 

we can discern. And Matthew sees a pattern between the life of Jesus, and the story of Israel.  

Look at all the parallels Matthew draws between Israel and Jesus in the first chapters of 

his gospel. Like Moses, Jesus’ life is endangered by an evil ruler. In Exodus 1, Pharaoh feels 

threatened by the size of Abraham’s family. So he commands his soldiers to kill every newborn 

Hebrew boy. In Matthew 2, King Herod feels threatened by Jesus’ birth. The people believe that 

Jesus is a king. Thus he’s a potential rival to Herod’s crown. So Herod commands his soldiers to 

kill every son in Bethlehem, two years old or younger. In Exodus 2, Moses’ mother hides her son 

in a basket, and places him in the Nile River. In Matthew 2, an angel warns Mary and Joseph of 

Herod’s assassination plot, and tells them to flee to Egypt. So both Moses and Jesus hide in 

Egypt from evil rulers. In Exodus 4:23, God calls Israel his son. Similarly, in Matthew 2 and 3, 

Jesus is referred to as God’s son. In Hosea 11:1, God says, “out of Egypt I called my son [Israel].” 

And in chapter 2, Matthew applies Hosea’s words to Jesus. So God calls his son, “Israel,” out 

from Egypt. And he calls his Son “Jesus” out from the same place. When the Israelites leave 

Israel, Moses takes them through the waters of the Red Sea to the Promised Land. In Matthew 

3, John the Baptist commands the people to repent, and get right with God. And he tells them 

to be baptized in the Jordan River as a sign of repentance. But then Jesus appears. And he asks 



3 
 

to be baptized. And Jesus does this to identify with us; with people who are far from God; but 

want to get right with him. By being baptized, Jesus is symbolically taking Israel’s sinful status 

upon himself. Israel was living “beyond the Jordan.” They were in the wilderness; in exile from 

God. Jesus identifies with sinful Israel. And now, he will do what they intend to do. He will obey 

God for them and lead them back to God. So Moses leads his people through water to the 

Promised Land. Jesus identifies with his people through baptism, and leads them back to God. 

At the Red Sea, God’s presence is visible. God leads Israel as a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar 

of fire by night. And at Jesus’ baptism, the Spirit of God descends on him visibly. After passing 

through the Red Sea, the Israelites are “led up” by God’s presence into the wilderness. And 

Jesus is “led up” by God’s Spirit into the desert. Israel spends 40 years in the wilderness. And 

Jesus spends 40 days in the desert.  

So, do you see the point Matthew is trying to make? Jesus is reliving Israel’s history. He’s 

the new Moses, leading God’s people on a new Exodus. And he’s delivering us from our 

bondage to sin. But here’s the crucial question; is Jesus qualified to do this? Will he remain 

faithful to God in the midst of testing?  

From the beginning, God’s agenda has been to establish his kingdom on earth through 

humanity. God wants humans to rule on his behalf; to subdue Satan, and overcome evil. But 

humanity keeps disqualifying itself from fulfilling God’s mission. Adam and Eve fail the test. God 

says, “don’t eat of this tree.” They eat of it anyways. Then, Israel fails the test. God wants to 

establish his kingdom through Israel. He takes his people into the wilderness. And in 

Deuteronomy 8, Moses tells Israel that God did this, “that he might humble you, testing you to 

know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not.”2 God wants 

to see if Israel will succeed where Adam failed. But like Adam, Israel rebels against God. And 

now, Jesus is in the desert. And like Israel, God takes Jesus there to test him. And here’s the 

question; is Jesus a worthy candidate? Will he be the one through whom God establishes his 

kingdom? See you can’t be the agent who establishes God’s rule, if you’re rebelling against 

God’s rule. So Jesus must prove his obedience to God prior to being used by God.  And the 

same is true for us. If we want to be used by God, we must first ask, “am I useful?” If we want 

to help people resist temptation, we must ask, “do I resist temptation?” If we want to teach 

people the Bible, I must ask, “do I teach myself the Bible?” We can’t give away what we don’t 

have. So God always go to work in us before he works through us. And he works in us through 

testing.     

Notice, it’s not Satan who takes Jesus into the wilderness. It’s the Holy Spirit. The Spirit 

leads Jesus into a time of testing; because testing demonstrates character. There’s a difference 

between innocence and maturity. Innocence is the absence of temptation. Maturity is resisting 

temptation. That’s virtue. To be our representative, Jesus must face what we face. And he must 

succeed where we fail. In a sense, he has to retrace our steps, and rewrite our story, so that he 
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can create a new humanity that’s victorious over sin. And so he goes into the desert to face real 

trials, and to show that he’s a champion who can defeat evil and establish God’s rule.    

And that’s instructive for us. Even Jesus had to grow through testing. He didn’t move 

from sinfulness to sinlessness. But he did move from innocence to maturity. His character had 

to be proven. Humans mature through tests. That’s the point of tests, isn’t it? To see if we 

really understand the material. Tests grow us. I would’ve never learned biblical Greek unless I 

knew that Professor Kwak was going to grill me on irregular case endings. And that’s why I 

learned all of those irregular case endings…3 hours before I took my Greek final. Why did you 

take a driver’s test? To prove that you knew how to operate a deadly car, right? So you 

practiced. And then you took that test. You obeyed all the traffic laws. And you got that license; 

so that you never had to obey traffic laws again. Why do we work out? To test our bodies. Look, 

I can watch Nike commercials all day long. And I can get really inspired. But at some point, I 

have to get up, and make myself miserable. I have to introduce my body to pain, and 

resistance. And then I have a choice; I can press through, or I can give up. And if I make the 

choice to press through, I get fit. Our brains grow through testing. A few weeks ago, I was at a 

lecture by a friend of ours. She has a Ph.D in neuroscience. And she said that our brains 

deteriorate not so much due to age, but due to inactivity. The brain is made to be active. So as 

we get older, we need to keep challenging our brains to learn new things. And as we do this, 

our brains make new neural connections. And often, people can stay very sharp late into life, if 

they continue to test their brains.  

 1. Self-Gratification: We grow through tests. And God grows Jesus the same way. In this 

passage, Jesus faces three tests that we also face. And Jesus shows us how to win these battles. 

The first battle Jesus faced was the battle against self-gratification. And here’s the question he 

had to answer; “will I trust God to satisfy me; or will I please my own appetites?” Matthew 

writes, “And the tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command  

these stones to become loaves of bread.” Now, remember the context. Just prior to this, God 

says of Jesus, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." And now, Satan puts Jesus’ 

“sonship” under a magnifying glass. “Oh, so you’re the special Son, aren’t you? The one and 

only. Wow. God really loves you, doesn’t he? I mean look, he’s led you out here to the wilderness 

to die. Boy, what a great Father he is! He must really be “well-pleased” with you. Listen, if you’re 

so special; if you’re God’s unique Son, just feed yourself. You have the power to make bread, 

don’t you? Do it!”   

 Satan’s temptation is brilliant; because it’s subtle. There’s nothing inherently wrong 

about turning stones into bread. There’s no verse that says, “thou shalt not turn stones into 

bread.” And Jesus has been fasting for 40 days. He’s about to starve. And he has the power to 

perform this miracle. So why would it be wrong for him to do so? Because Jesus is living a 

genuine human life. Jesus takes on a real human nature to be our representative. And no 

human could unilaterally decide to turn stones into bread. Jesus is living the model human life; 
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a life of complete obedience to his Father. In John’s Gospel, Jesus says, “I can do nothing on my 

own initiative.”3 Jesus does everything in response to his Father. And the Father hasn’t yet 

permitted Jesus to eat. But Satan says, “Don’t wait on God. Just do something unilaterally. 

Perform an act independently of your Father. Meet your own need. God’s not going to meet it.” 

Satan is trying to get Jesus to doubt God’s provision.      

 And in response, Jesus quotes from Deuteronomy 8; “MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD 

ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.'" Now, Jesus’ 

point is not, “Satan, when you’re starving to death, what you really need isn’t bread. It’s just 

more Bible Study. Bible study is a substitute for food.” No. Let’s look more closely at the verse 

Jesus quotes. Here’s what Moses says to Israel; "[God] humbled you and let you be hungry, and 

fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make 

you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that 

proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.”4 Moses is reminding Israel of everything that happened 

to them during their 40 years in the wilderness. At times, God let the Israelites go hungry, so 

they’d learn to put their faith in His promises. God would say, “don’t find food for yourselves. 

Trust me to find it.” But Israel didn’t learn the lesson. They grumbled against God. But Jesus 

succeeds where Israel failed. By quoting this passage, Jesus is telling Satan, in effect, “Israel 

gave in. I’m not going to. God has promised to provide. And I trust that promise.” God promised 

to meet Jesus’ needs. But he promised to do so in his own timing. And when the demands of 

God’s word bump up against the apparent demands of immediate physical circumstances, 

God’s word wins.5 That’s Jesus point. Jesus refuses to meet his need in one way; when God has 

already promised to meet it another way.   

 And this is a test we all face; “will I trust God to satisfy me, or will I seek gratification 

outside of his promises? Outside of his word?” Will I trust him to provide for me materially? Or, 

will I constantly fret over money. Will I be satisfied by seeking intimacy with Jesus? Or will I lust; 

and objectify people mentally to fill myself up? Will I learn to be content in Christ? Or will I look 

resentfully at my social media feed, and pout about the fact that other people have it better 

than me? “Why did they get to go on that vacation? Why did they get seats to see the Dubs play 

in the Finals? Why does her family always look so perfect?”  

 And here’s the painful reality; God isn’t going to remove every temptation. Christians 

often pray, “please God, just take it away! Remove the temptation!” And my sense is that, God 

generally doesn’t answer that prayer; because the tests are there to grow us. We won’t grow if 

God just extricates us from every challenging situation. When I was in High School, I had a 

friend. And this friend had the really good cable package; the one with all the premium 

channels. On my cable, we could watch stuff we shouldn’t watch. But on his cable, we could 

watch stuff we really shouldn’t watch. And one day, I confessed this to my dad. I told him what 

we’d watched. And do you know what he didn’t do? He didn’t say, “I ban you from being his 

friend, or ever going to his house again.” No. He basically said, “well, what are you going to do? 
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How are you going to honor Christ in this situation?” See, my dad knew I was becoming an 

adult. And he wasn’t going to protect me from every temptation. And look, he wasn’t reckless 

about this. He never said, “you wanna know what it’s like to party? I’ll buy the liquor. Let’s see if 

you can resist that.” But he loosened the leash; and let me face challenges to forge character.  

 And I think something similar is true of God. God wants to forge character. If I’m anxious 

about money, God probably isn’t going to solve that problem by giving me gobs of money; 

because he wants something better for me. He wants me to be free from anxiety, even when 

money is tight. If I’m lusting, God probably isn’t going to put me in a world where women only 

where parkas; because he wants something better for me. He wants me to be free from lust, 

even in situations where I could be tempted. God is going to teach us to trust him. And 

temptation is the crucible where we learn to trust him to meet our needs in his way.     

 2. Self-Justification: Jesus first wins the battle against self-gratification. Next, he faces 

the battle against self-justification. And here’s the next question he has to answer; “will I trust 

God to vindicate me; or will I try to vindicate myself?” Satan again challenges Jesus to prove his 

“sonship.” But he attacks Jesus from a new angle. “Then the devil took Him into the holy city 

and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, 

throw Yourself down; for it is written, 'HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU'; and 

'ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT 

AGAINST A STONE’” (vv. 5-6). Satan takes Jesus on a visionary journey. And now, they’re in 

Jerusalem, standing on the pinnacle of the temple. And they’re looking down at the Kidron 

Valley, 450 feet below. And Satan says, “wow, you really trust God, don’t you Jesus? You won’t 

even eat until God says, “eat.” You really take God’s word seriously. Well, if you’re that 

confident in God’s word, jump off the temple. After all, Psalm 91 says that God protects those 

who are faithful to him. He even says he will send angels to catch those who fall. So claim that 

promise, Jesus! After all, don’t you live on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God? 

Prove it!”  

 Now, Satan’s first temptation is completely rational. Jesus is starving. Satan offers him 

food. But this temptation seems totally irrational, doesn’t it? I’ve never gotten here on a 

Sunday morning and thought, “you know what would be awesome? If I jumped off the roof of 

the church, and God caught me. I’m gonna try that as a sermon illustration today.” No ordinary 

person thinks this way. But Jesus is no ordinary person. He’s God’s unique Son. God just 

publically praised Jesus at his baptism. But Satan says, “Words are cheap. I want actions. Prove 

that God cares about you as much as he says he does. Jump. Let God catch you. After all, he says 

he will. I’ve even got a verse for that. Don’t you trust in God?” Do you see the brilliance of this 

temptation? Satan wants Jesus to force his Father to vindicate him. Satan is tempting Jesus’ to 

doubt God’s promotion. Satan is saying, “promote yourself. Don’t wait on God to promote you.” 

And Satan is trying to use Jesus’ faith in God’s word against him. And again, his goal is simply to 

get Jesus acting independently of his Father.   
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And in response, Jesus again counters Satan with God’s word. And again he quotes from 
Deuteronomy. He says,"On the other hand, it is written, 'YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR 
GOD TO THE TEST’” (v. 7).  In Deuteronomy 6, Moses reminds Israel of how they’re parents 
tested God in the wilderness. When God’s people ran out of water, they grumbled. And they 
essentially said, “God, prove that you care about us! Give us water, or else!” The Israelites 
stopped trusting God, and demanded that God care for them on their terms. They tried to force 
God’s hand. And Jesus is implicitly telling Satan, “I’m not going to fall where Israel did. Israel 
tried to force God’s hand. I won’t. I trust that God will vindicate me. I’m not going to test him.”  

There’s a difference between faith, and presumption. Satan isn’t telling Jesus to trust 
God’s protection. He’s telling Jesus to force God’s protection. There’s a kind of theology that’s 
popular in America. And it’s basically a theology of faith in faith. If I just have enough faith, God 
will do what I want. “If I can name it, I can claim it. If I can blab it, I can grab it.” But that’s not 
faith; that’s putting God to the test. We can’t force God to fulfill his promises on our timeline; 
or in precisely the way we want him to. Faith isn’t compelling God to change our circumstances. 
It’s drawing near to God in all of our circumstances. 

And Jesus refuses to vindicate himself. He could jump off the temple. He could  
command angels to catch him. But he waits on God’s promotion. And we have to answer the 
same question he did, “will I let God vindicate me; or will I try to prove myself to others?” Every 
day, we’re tempted to prove that we’re someone; or to be anxious of other people’s approval. 
And when we forget that God approves of us, we become anxious about our status. Isn’t that 
why we get self-conscious? Isn’t that why we say “yes” to people when we should say, “no”?  
Why do we tear other people down? Often it’s to prove our own worth. Sometimes, there’s this 
almost sub-conscious hum of criticism within us, isn’t there? I have this internal critic that 
narrates my day; cutting people down, ever so slightly. “Ooh that was embarrassing for you.” 
“Oops, getting mad at your kids. I haven’t done that today.” “Hey, look at what you’re wearing. 
How about that?” “Someone put on a few pounds.” “Hey, you haven’t learn how to drive yet, 
have you?” Why do people do this? Well, one reason is that I’m getting something out of that. 
I’m getting an identity. And I’m forgetting that God gives me an identity. So I don’t need to 
think the worst of others, to feel better about myself. Will I rest in God’s approval and seek to 
please him. Or will I anxiously prove myself to others; or seek their approval?    

3. Self-Preservation: Jesus wins the battle against self-gratification, and self- 
justification. And finally, he faces the battle of self-preservation. And he’s faced with the 
question, “will I trust God’s plan, even when it hurts. Or will I make my own plan for life?”      
“Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 
worship me" (vv. 8-9). Satan knows he isn’t getting anywhere with Jesus. So he says, “look, let’s 
cut to the chase. You give me worship, I’ll give you power.” Scripture calls Satan the “ruler of 
this world,”6 and “the god of this world.”7 Satan has real authority. And he’s saying, “worship 
me, and I’ll give you my power.” Now, on the surface, it appears that Satan is merely offering 
Jesus authority. But the temptation is actually more subtle than that. Remember, Jesus has 
already been announced as the King. He already has real authority. And he knows that God will 
install him as King over creation. At the end of Matthew, Jesus says that “all authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to [him].”8 What Satan offers isn’t merely authority. It’s authority 
without suffering. Jesus’ road to glory will go through the cross. But Satan says, “I’ll give you the 
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crown without the cross.” Satan is offering Jesus a way around suffering. But once again, Jesus 
doesn’t take the bait. “Then Jesus said to him, "Be gone, Satan! For it is written, "' You shall 
worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.'" 11 Then the devil left him” (vv. 10-11). 
In the wilderness, the Israelites began to worship false gods. They didn’t trust God’s plan for 
them. They thought other gods would take better care of them. But Jesus again succeeds where 
Israel failed. He trusts the greatness of God’s plan, even though he knows it will hurt.  
 We follow a crucified, risen Lord; a Lord who walked through suffering to glory. And that 

means we too will experience suffering before glory. There will be times when Jesus calls us to 

take up our cross, and voluntarily choose pain and hardship. Embracing obedience to the way 

of Jesus can feel like death. When you’re having an argument with your spouse, and she’s 99% 

at fault; and you’re 1% at fault; and Jesus says, “own your 1%, before she owns her 99%. Confess 

your wrongdoing before she does”; that can feel like death. There are times we’ll have to 

choose the path of suffering in our relationships. There are times we’ll have to do this in our 

jobs. Sometimes, maintaining our integrity will be costly. I was talking with a friend of mine this 

week. His company does high-precision manufacturing work. And they were running tests on a 

certain product, and then sent it out to a customer. And later, as my friend was reviewing the 

tests, he realized there were some errors; that the product didn’t meet the specifications. And 

so he said, “we need to tell the customer.” And he got pushback from people at his company. 

They said, “we can’t tell them! We don’t want to look incompetent. We might lose business!” 

But he insisted that they tell the customer. He said, “I need to be able to sleep at night.” So they 

explained there were some slight errors. And when he told me about his decision, I said, “wow, 

I bet the customer really appreciated your honesty.” And he said, “No, she didn’t care. She said, 

“why did you even tell me?” There are times we’ll have to do things out of conscience towards 

Christ, and there will be no immediate, earthly reward. And in that moment, we’ll have to 

answer the same question Jesus did; “Will I trust God’s plan – will I trust him to work this out –  

or, will I create my own plan?”  

 Jesus refuses to go outside of God’s will to gratify his desires. He trusts God to vindicate 

him. And he trusts God’s plan, even when it hurts. And I love how this passage ends. Matthew 

says, “and behold, angels came and were ministering to him” (v. 11). God comes and meets 

Jesus needs; and, he gives Jesus what Satan offered. Satan said, “meet your own needs.” But 

God sends angels to minister to Jesus’ needs; to feed Jesus. Satan said, “vindicate yourself. 

Make God prove that he cares about you.” But now, God proves that he cares for his Son by 

sending these angels. Satan said, “I’ll give you honor and authority if you worship me.” But now, 

God honors his Son, by sending these celestial beings to serve him. God gives Jesus everything 

Satan offered; but God can actually deliver on his promises. And that’s what Jesus trusted.  

 So how did Jesus pass the test? How did he remain faithful? He buried God’s Word in his 

heart; and he saturated himself in God’s promises so that he could slay temptation. And that’s 

what we do. We bury God’s word inside of us so that we can slay sin; and specifically, we 

devour God’s promises to us. “God is good, so I don’t need to look elsewhere. God is glorious. I 
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have his approval, and I live to please him. God is great. He’s in control. So I trust his plan even 

when it hurts.” That’s how we overcome temptation.  

 But here’s the reality; we’ll fail. There are times when we won’t pass the test. And that’s 

why it’s such good news that Jesus isn’t just our example, but our champion. We will lose 

battles. But Jesus has already won the war. He triumphed over Satan again and again. He 

passed every test. From the desert to the garden to the cross to the grave; he won every 

victory. And because we’re in him, his victory is ours. We stand triumphant, holy and blameless 

before God. And the Savior who fights for us lives in us. He’s taking us through the wilderness 

to glory. And he will bring you home. He will. Even if he has to take you by the scruff of your 

neck and drag you through the desert, he will bring you to the Promised Land. So get back up. 

Get back up. Jesus is always for you. Jesus is always with you. And Jesus is going to complete 

what he began. He always does. He always finishes what he starts. So get...back…up. And keep 

fighting the fight of faith. Let’s pray.  
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