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Loving Our Enemies 
(Luke 6:27-38) 

 
I have a thought experiment for you today: imagine you are driving on a deserted country road and you see a car 
parked at the side of the road with its caution blinkers flashing and the driver standing on the side of the road, 
obviously in need of help.  As you get closer, you recognize the driver as a family member; your spouse, your sister 
or brother or your child.  What will you do? OK, same scenario, except this time, the driver is a stranger.  Will you 
stop and help in this situation?  OK, once more; this time you recognize the driver; it’s Chuck from work; the guy 
who at your staff meeting last week blurted out to everybody what you had asked him not to tell anyone, the guy 
who always tries to take credit for your contributions; the guy who occasionally eats the lunch you put in the office 
fridge.  Yeah, that Chuck.  So will you stop to help Chuck?  Jesus taught that our enemy is also the neighbor God 
commands us to love the same way as we love ourselves; and as we look at Luke 6:27-38: I want to answer three 
questions: who is my enemy, how do I love my enemy, and why should I love my enemy?  Or to put it another way, 
what do we do about the Chucks in our life? 
 
Who is my enemy?  
Who is on your enemy list?  Until I understood the way Jesus defines my enemy, I thought my list of enemies was 
very short if not non-existent.  But let’s look at what Jesus says in vs. 27-36 of Luke 6. "But I say to you who hear, 
love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 
Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your 
shirt from him either. Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it 
back.” So who is my enemy?  Jesus defines my enemy is anyone who intentionally harms me; anyone who hates 
me, curses me, mistreats me, hits me, steals from me, takes from me and uses me.  So I ask, “Who hates me, 
curses me, mistreats me, hits me and tries to steal my stuff?”  With the exception of a few phone scammers, I 
couldn’t think of anyone and so maybe this passage doesn’t apply to me. But then Jesus adds to the list of people 
who treat me as an enemy anyone I treat as an enemy. “Treat others the same way you want them to treat you. If 
you love those who love you, what credit is {that} to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good 
to those who do good to you, what credit is {that} to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from 
whom you expect to receive, what credit is {that} to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the 
same {amount.} But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil {men.} Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful.” (Luke 6:27-36)  Jesus says my enemies include both people who deliberately choose to be 
my enemy and people who don’t choose to be my friend.  So my enemy is anyone who in my mind doesn’t deserve 
my love.  People who ignore me, who don’t reach out to me, who disagree with me; just about anybody who 
doesn’t try to be my friend; Jesus says, that’s the enemy who God expects me to love the same way I love myself.    
 
How do I love my enemy? 
According to Jesus, loving my enemy goes far beyond being polite and avoiding conflict.  Loving my enemy means 
actively doing good to those who hate me, blessing those who curse me and praying for those who deliberately go 
out of their way to harm me.  It is going the extra mile when someone takes advantage of me; giving even more 
than is demanded.  I love my enemy the same way I love my neighbor because my enemy is my neighbor; treating 
every person the way I want to be treated rather than the way that individual treats me; which means taking the 
initiative to love rather than waiting for somebody to love me. My love for people doesn’t depend upon how 
people treat me which means according to Jesus everybody is my neighbor.   
 
That’s the way Jesus lived.  As you read the Gospels, the thing that seems to surprise people the most about Jesus 
is how He treats people everybody else treated as enemies.  Jews and Samaritans traditionally despised each other 
and yet Jesus strikes up a conversation with a Samaritan woman which was so unusual in that culture that she 



asked, “How is it that You are talking to me, a Samaritan woman?” since Jews never spoke to Samaritans nor to 
women they did not know personally.  Yet Jesus reaches out to her in love.  And the Jews avoided lepers like the 
plague.  A leper was required to loudly warn anyone in their vicinity that they were diseased; yet while everybody 
else was running in the opposite direction, Jesus embraced lepers.  The Jews hated tax-collectors since they were 
fellow Jews collaborating with the Romans and getting rich off their fellow citizens; yet Jesus not only asks one to 
be His disciple but goes to a party at his house; a party only attended by tax-collectors and other rejects of Jewish 
society.  And when Jesus is criticized for doing so, He asks, “Where else would you expect to find physician but 
among sick people?”  In fact, Jesus socialized so often with people most Jews wouldn’t even speak with that He 
was called a glutton, a drunkard and a friend of sinners.  When a prostitute finds Jesus having lunch at a religious 
leader’s home and kneels at his feet, weeping and drying her tears off His feet with her hair, Jesus isn’t 
embarrassed at all.  In fact, He tells the religious leader that the woman has treated Him better than His host 
treated Him.  When Jesus sees a tax-collector named Zaccheus sitting up in a tree to get a better look because of 
the large crowds surrounding Jesus, He stops and tells Zaccheus to come down because Jesus will be having lunch 
with him that day.  The crowd is shocked.  “How can Jesus have lunch with him?”  Zaccheus is overjoyed and 
promises that as of today, he will begin giving half of everything he owns to the poor and restoring four times the 
amount he has cheated anybody.  Jesus was always out of step with His culture because of the way He treated 
those labeled as enemies in that culture.  And when He was arrested, He didn’t resist even though He could have 
had a legion of angels at His side instantly but as He was cursed and tortured, He blessed and loved, praying that 
God would forgive them.  In fact, the cross is the best example of Jesus’ love for His enemies because when Jesus 
died for us, we were His enemies, not His friends.  Paul writes in Romans 5:8-10.   ”But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by 
His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath {of God} through Him. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”  Jesus died 
for the very people who nailed Him to the cross.  The entire earth had rebelled against God.  Every human was 
hostile toward God but Jesus became a human to bring His enemies back.  In fact, if Jesus didn’t love His enemies, 
there would be no human race left.  God would have destroyed this world and started over. So loving our enemies 
is treating everyone like we want to be treated; greeting those who don’t greet us, being kind to those who aren’t 
kind to us, helping those who won’t help us, treating people who don’t love me the same way as I treat people 
who do love me because real love seeks nothing in return.   

That’s what loving our enemy looks like.  Here’s what loving my enemy is not.  It’s not pretending that I have no 
enemies. Paul warned Timothy about a man named Alexander the coppersmith whom Paul says “did me much 
harm,” and he tells Timothy to be on guard against him because he vigorously opposes the gospel. Nor is loving my 
enemy pretending that I don’t disagree with him.  Jesus was very clear about how much He disagreed with the self-
righteous religious leaders of His day and He spoke against them frequently, hating their sin but at the same time, 
loving the sinner.  So loving my enemy is not pretending that everything my enemy says and does is fine with me.  
Nor is loving your enemy taking responsibility for your enemy’s feelings or behavior, thinking “I shouldn’t have 
made him mad,” or that it’s somehow your fault that he is your enemy and that if I just did everything right, he 
would like me and ignoring his responsibility for how he reacts.  Loving my enemy is accepting the fact that we all 
have enemies – some deserved and some not – and that our enemies do evil things yet treating them with an 
unconquerable kindness and an unwavering good will which doesn’t depend on their behavior but on how God has 
treated us.   

Dan Cathy is a billionaire, the president and COO of Chick-Fil-A, a serious follower of Jesus and a great example of 
what loving our enemies looks like.  Back in 2012, he was interviewed by a publication called the Biblical Reporter 
and asked about his belief in traditional marriage and he said he was committed to the biblical definition of 
marriage as between a man and a woman and that while he recognized that his view was controversial, he was 
grateful to live in a country where we can hold our own beliefs.  His comments ignited a firestorm and gay activists 
demonstrated at the Chick-Fil-A stores and urged a nationwide boycott because of Cathy’s refusal to support gay 
marriage.  But it’s the rest of the story that interested me.  Dan Cathy quietly reached out to the director of 
Campus Pride, the group organizing the protests, a gay activist named Shane Windmeyer.  First through a series of 
phone calls and texts and finally through sitting down with one another, the two became friends.  Windmeyer took 



a risk in speaking to Cathy whom he viewed as an enemy but he said, “Dan Cathy got to know me, visited me 
personally, learned about my family.  I learned about his wife and his kids.  I gained an appreciation for him and his 
beliefs.  Dan Cathy offered me no apology for his genuine beliefs about marriage, nor did I offer him any apology 
about mine.  He never asked me to end the boycotts.  We both began to see that we didn’t have to agree with our 
‘enemy’ in order to be able to love them.“  Windmeyer wrote an article for the Huffington Post called, Dan and 
Me: My Coming Out as a Friend of Dan Cathy and Chick-Fil-A, in which he wrote, “Dan and I shared respectful, 
enduring communication and built trust. His demeanor has always been one of kindness and openness. Even when 
I continued to directly question his public actions and the funding decisions, Dan embraced the opportunity to 
have dialogue and hear my perspective. He and I were committed to a better understanding of one another. Our 
mutual hope was to find common ground if possible, and to build respect no matter what. We learned about each 
other as people with opposing views, not as opposing people.”  Dan Cathy is a great reminder that we don’t love 
our enemy to change our enemy but to show what God is like and that brings us to the third thing Jesus talks about 
here. 

Why am I to love my enemy?  Jesus gives us two reasons.  First, because God loves His enemies and we’re His kids.  
And second, because there are great rewards when we follow God and love our enemies.  Let’s look at verses 32-
35 again.  “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil {men.} Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful.”  The first reason Jesus tells us to love our enemies isn’t because people are lovable or 
even likeable but because God loves them.  The motivation to love our enemies is to imitate our Father who “is 
kind to ungrateful and evil {men} and who causes His rain to fall on both the righteous and the unrighteous.  For 
many years now, when people ask, “How are you?” I reply “Better than I deserve.”  Some people are gracious and 
say, “I doubt that.” While others are more realistic and say, “That’s true for all of us I guess.”  My point isn’t to be 
cute or snarky but to remind myself that every day is a gift and that God has always treated me better than I 
deserve to be treated. Theologians call this common grace – the grace God extends to everyone.  Psalm 145:9 says, 
“The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made” God is good and compassionate toward every 
person because every person is His creation.  He is patient and kind both toward His children and toward His 
enemies, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.  I was watching a skeptic debate a street preacher on 
Sproul Plaza at Cal and the skeptic said, “If there’s a God, let Him strike me dead right now and I’ll believe.” And I 
thought, “Zap him Lord!  Show him You’re real!”  But of course, nothing happened.  We haven’t exhausted God’s 
patience in thousands of years and this guy wasn’t going to do it in a couple a minutes.  As Peter says in 2 Peter 3: 
9, “The Lord is not slow about His promise (to judge this world) as some count slowness; but is patient toward you, 
not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”  The fact that our heart even continues to beat is 
not because God isn’t aware of the bad things that we do but because He is a merciful God, slow to anger and 
abundant in loving kindness.   
 
God loves His enemies and Jesus says that by imitating Him, we show ourselves to be His children.  We don’t show 
others that we’re God’s kids by acting like everyone else but by acting differently. “If you love those who love you, 
what credit is {that} to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to 
you, what credit is {that} to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you expect to 
receive, what credit is {that} to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same {amount.}”  For a 
long time, I thought that being a Christian just meant being a nice guy.  But Jesus says that nobody will notice if I’m 
only nice to people who are nice to me – because most people do that; people who do good to those who have 
been good to them and who lend to those they know will pay them back. But it is only when we love the way our 
Father loves: doing good to those who hate us, blessing those who curse us, praying for those who mistreat us; 
refusing to retaliate or take revenge; giving to those who ask and treating others not the way they treat us but the 
way we want to be treated; that we show ourselves to be God’s children and give people a glimpse of who God 
really is.  

In the 1990s with the end of apartheid in South Africa, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission held trials to hear 
the witnesses whose human rights had been violated under the previous regime and grant them rehabilitation and 
reparations as well as to grant amnesty in some cases to the perpetrators of those violations, all in the hope of 



establishing national unity.  In one case, a white policeman named Mr. van der Broek was found guilty of a 
woman’s son and husband.  He had come to the woman’s home, taken her son, shot him at point-blank range, 
then burned the young man’s body while he and his officers had a party.  Then eight years later, he and his cohorts 
returned to the same house and burned the woman’s husband to death on a woodpile.  Her husband’s final words 
were, “Father, forgive them….” as they set him aflame.  Now this frail 70 year old widow faced the men who had 
killed her family.  She listened as van der Broek confessed what he had done and then a member of the Commision 
asked her, “So, what do you want?  How should justice be done to this man who has so brutally destroyed your 
family?”  “I want three things,” she said.  “I want first to be taken to the place where my husband’s body was 
burned so that I can gather up the dust and give his remains a decent burial.”  She continued, “My husband and 
son were my only family.  I want, secondly, therefore, for Mr. van der Broek to become my son.  I would like for 
him to come twice a month to the ghetto and spend a day with me so I can pour out on him whatever love I still 
have remaining in me.  Finally,” she said, “I would like Mr. van der Broek to know that I offer him my forgiveness 
because Jesus Christ died to forgive.  This was also the wish of my husband.  So, I would kindly ask some one to 
come to my side and lead me across the courtroom so that I can take Mr. van der Broek in my arms, embrace him 
and let him know – by me at least – that he is truly forgiven.” As the court assistants came to lead the elderly 
woman across the room, van der Broek fainted, overwhelmed by what he had heard.  As he struggled for 
consciousness, those in the courtroom – family, friends, neighbors – all victims of decades of oppression and 
injustice – began to sing softly but assuredly, “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.”  
Be merciful as your heavenly Father is merciful. 

How can anyone do that? That brings us to the second reason Jesus tells us to love our enemies –Jesus says our 
reward will be great.   We’re not to love people because of the way they treat us; everybody does that.  We’re to 
love our enemies because God will reward us if we do and Jesus says it will be a great reward. “But love your 
enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great. Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good 
measure--pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to 
you in return." (Luke 6:35-38)  Jesus says that the people of this world treat people the way people treat them.  But 
God’s children treat people the way they want to be treated.  They pay it forward.  They make the first move 
because they know that God’s plan for making us like Himself is to treat us the way we treat others.  Do you want 
God to show you mercy?  Show mercy to others?  Want to be forgiven?  Forgive.  Want to not be judged?  Stop 
judging others.  Want to receive?  Give, because Jesus says the way we treat others is the way we’ll be treated 
because our Father is serious about making us like Himself.   Anybody can treat others the way others treat them – 
that doesn’t take any faith at all.  But making the first move, paying it forward, and treating people the way God 
treats them – that takes faith, because we have to trust that if we do what God commands, He will reward us.    
 
So what are the rewards of loving our enemies?  First, God blesses us for treating people the way He treats people. 
Somebody intentionally hurts you or offends you and you just can’t get over it.  It’s all you can think about.  So how 
do you get past that?  If I treat people the way people treat me, I can’t.  Until that person admits they were wrong 
and comes to me and begs me to forgive them – or I get some kind of revenge and payback, I can’t move on.  I am 
their prisoner – a hostage to their behavior.  But God commands me to forgive them the same way as He has 
forgiven me and He says that until I do, He will treat me the way I am treating them.  Pardon and you will be 
pardoned.  Show mercy and you’ll receive mercy.  Bless and you’ll be blessed.  The favor and blessing of God is far 
more important to my happiness and well-being than my enemy being punished for what they did to me or my 
enemy’s apology and admission they did me wrong.  So I forgive them – not because they did anything to deserve 
my forgiveness but because I did nothing to deserve God’s forgiveness and He has forgiven me far more than I 
have forgiven anyone.  If I want to experience God’s love, then I need to love the way He loves and He loves 
everyone. 

Second, love is redemptive.  We get blessed when we love our enemy and our enemy gets blessed.  Martin Luther 
King put it so well.  “Hate destroys the hater as well as the hated.”  Only love can free us from the hatred which will 
destroy us otherwise.  Dan Cathy and Shane Windmeyer went from faceless opponents to friends because Cathy 



chose to obey Jesus and love his enemy.  If you look at the endless cycles of vengeance between certain groups of 
people in history, you realize that revenge solves nothing.  The victims just become the victimizers.  The other 
reward of loving our enemies is that we’re both freed from resentment and bitterness which impacts our spiritual, 
emotional and even our physical health.  

What do I do?  If Christ is in your life… 

1. Make a list of your current enemies.  Who do I think doesn’t deserve my love?   
2. Before God, forgive each one because Christ forgave you.  The issue isn’t what they did or if they’ve asked 

you to forgive them; this is all about you and God.  He commands us to forgive so forgive.  “Father, I will 
no longer hold this against ______.   I surrender my right for revenge.  I put this person in Your hands to 
do with them as You think best since You’re the judge of all, not me. 

3. Begin praying for each person on your list daily. 
4. Look for a way to bless them.    You probably won’t feel love for that person when you forgive them or 

even when you pray for them.  But you will feel that love when you act to love them because Jesus lives in 
you and when we obey Him, we experience His love. 

Now if Christ is not in your life yet, then loving your enemies is going to be very difficult if not impossible.  The 
Bible says that we love because He first loved us.  Until I experience Christ’s love for me, I can’t love others the way 
He loves.  So how do I experience Christ’s love for me?  Look at Romans 10:9-13 “…if you confess with your mouth 
Jesus {as} Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a 
person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. For the 
Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED." 
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same {Lord} is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who 
call on Him; "WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED." “Who does the Bible say will be 
saved? Those who believe that Jesus is Lord and that He rose from the dead and therefore call upon Him to save 
them.)  Do you believe that Jesus rose from the dead?  Do you want Him to be Lord of your life?”  One way to call 
on Him to save you is through prayer. You might pray something like this, “Lord Jesus, I need you.  I open the door 
of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord.  Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins and rising from the 
dead so that I can have eternal life.  Make me the person You want me to be.”   
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