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Love Your Poor Neighbor (Part 2) 

 

1. Serving the poor through relief  

 

“And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent 

need, and not be unfruitful.” (Titus 3:14)  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Serving the poor through restoration 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 

poor.” (Luke 4:18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Serving the poor through reform 

 

"Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the 

yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?” (Isaiah 58:6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
For further thought and discussion:  
 
Getting Started  
 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?  
2. Think of a time you attempted to help someone who was materially poor or 

disadvantaged. What steps did you take to help the person? How effective were these 
measures? In retrospect, what (if anything) would you have done differently?   

 
Going Deeper  
 

3. Read Acts 4:32-37. How did people in the early church meet urgent material needs? 
How does the early church embody the Old Testament ideal of a just and generous 
society (compare Acts 4:34 with Deuteronomy 15:4)? Why should Christians prioritize 
helping their brothers and sisters in the faith (see Galatians 6:10)? How does this change 
the way we view helping the poor?   

4. In what ways does Jesus bring restoration to the poor, and not just material relief (see 
e.g. Luke 8:43-48; 14:12-14)? What implications does this have for how we serve the 
poor (see also Deuteronomy 15:12-14)?    

5. What measures did God place in his Law to protect and provide for the poor (see e.g. 
Exodus 22:25; Leviticus 19:10-11; 25:39-41; Deuteronomy 15:1-9; 24:10-11)? How does 
this impact our understanding of the Old Testament prophets, and the kinds of reforms 
they called for (e.g. Isaiah 1:17; 58:3-5)? How can Christians help alleviate poverty 
through reforms (see Daniel 4:27)? Can you think of ways you’ve seen people entrapped 
in poverty through unjust systems or structures?    
 

Application:  
 

6. Jeff mentioned three ways we can serve the poor; through relief, restoration, and 
reform. Which of these ministries have you participated in? Which are you drawn to? 
Why?    

7. What’s one way you can apply this passage this week?  
 

 

 


