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Jesus’ Family Values: Matthew 19:1-15 

 

1. Marriage is more sacred than you think (vv. 1-9) 

 

 

 

 

2. Singleness is more significant than you think (vv. 10-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Children are more special than you think (vv. 13-15) 

 

 

 

 

 

For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 

2. What marriage inspires you? What marriage do you seek to emulate? Why? What single 

person inspires you? How do they challenge you to be more devoted to Christ?   



Going Deeper 

3. What religious dispute do the Pharisees want Jesus to address (v. 3)? What were the 

two prevailing views on divorce in Jesus’ day? How does Jesus answer the Pharisees’ 

question (vv. 4-6)? How does Jesus provide a different starting point for understanding 

divorce and remarriage? As we think about divorce, why is it important for us to begin 

with Jesus’ question (“what is marriage?”) rather than the Pharisees’ (“when can I get a 

divorce?”)?   

4. How are we to understand the exception clause in v. 9? Under what conditions does 

Jesus say remarriage is permissible? How does this transform the way we look at sex? 

What does sex signify? Why is it important that we don’t view invalid divorce/ 

remarriage as a kind of unforgiveable sin? 

5. How was singleness viewed in Jesus’ culture (see vv. 10-12)? How does Jesus dignify the 

calling of celibacy (see also Isaiah 56:3-5)? Why should those of us who are married still 

pay close attention to Jesus’ words about singleness?  

6. How were children viewed in Jesus’ culture (v. 13)? How does Jesus dignify children? 

What implications does this have for us?   

Application  

7. Jeff offered a number of ways to safeguard marriages from divorce. Which of these did 

you find helpful? Why?    

8. Since the church is the family of God, how can we create a culture where both singles 

and marrieds truly participate together in family life? Think of some practical ways this 

might could happen.   

 


