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A Story Worth Living For  

 

1. A Story That Makes Sense of History  

“But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if 

Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are 

even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, 

whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not 

raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 

perished. 19 If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 

pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15:13-19) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. A Story That Makes Sense of Our Story  

“For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  26 The last enemy to be 

destroyed is death.” (1 Corinthians 15:25-26) 

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 

the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

 

 

 

 



For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 

2. Can you think of a time you’ve put yourself in harm’s way (or in a dangerous situation) 

for the benefit of someone else? What did you do? Why were you willing to do it?  

Going Deeper 

3. According to Paul, what hinges on Christ’s resurrection (vv. 13-19)? What would Paul say 

to the idea that faith is more about values and ethics than facts and evidence? Why 

would he say that?  

4. How does Jesus’ resurrection make sense of history, and specifically, of the rise of early 

Christianity? What line of historical evidence for the resurrection do you find most 

interesting, or compelling? Why?  

5. Jeff said that each of us are living in a story. What are the major movements of this 

story? What are the major movements of the biblical story? How does the biblical story 

make sense out of our stories? How does the resurrection speak to our deepest longings 

(see 1 Corinthians 15:20-26)?   

6. What inference does Paul draw at the end of his discourse on the resurrection (see v. 

58)? Why is our labor in the Lord not “in vain”? How does this transform the way you 

look at your labor? How specifically does this verse encourage you?  

Application 

7. What’s one thing you can do this week to apply this sermon?  

 


