
1 
 

Creekside and the EFCA: A Comparison of Our Beliefs 

When evaluating any denomination, the most important question to ask is, “what do 

they confess?” Our allegiance isn’t ultimately to any particular ministry strategy or local 

fellowship of Christians, but to Christ and his Word. Thus we must ensure that whatever 

denomination we join is doctrinally like-minded; that they hold the same convictions about 

Christ and his Word as we do. I believe that we align very closely with the EFCA; as close as one 

could reasonably expect with a potential denomination. Compare and contrast the EFCA’s 

statement of faith with our own.   

  

Creekside’s Statement on the Bible 
 

We believe that the Bible, the Old and New 
Testaments, is the fully inspired Word of 
God, and is the only perfect authority and 
guide for Christian faith, doctrine and 
practice. We believe that Scripture in its 
entirety originated with God, was inerrant in 
its original form, and that it was given 
through God’s inspiration of chosen men. 
The Scriptures are the unique, full and final 
authority on all matters of faith and practice, 
and there are no other writings similarly 
inspired of God.    
 

EFCA’s Statement on the Bible 
 

We believe that God has spoken in the 
Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, 
through the words of human authors. As the 
verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is 
without error in the original writings, the 
complete revelation of His will for salvation, 
and the ultimate authority by which every 
realm of human knowledge and endeavor 
should be judged. Therefore, it is to be 
believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all 
that it requires, and trusted in all that it 
promises. 

 

Both statements affirm the full verbal inspiration Scripture (i.e. that Scripture originates 

entirely with God), the inerrancy of Scripture in the original manuscripts, and the final authority 

of Scripture on every issue it clearly addresses (i.e. matters of faith and practice).  

 

Creekside’s Statement on God 
 

We believe in one, true, holy God, eternally 
existing in three persons – Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit – each of Whom possesses equally 
all the attributes of deity and the 
characteristics of personality. God created the 
world and all things therein out of nothing and 
by His sovereign power He continues to sustain 
His creation. By His providence He is operating 
throughout history to fulfill His redemptive 
purposes. 

EFCA’s Statement on God 
 
We believe in one God, Creator of all things, 
holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in 
a loving unity of three equally divine Persons: 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Having 
limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God 
has graciously purposed from eternity to 
redeem a people for Himself and to make all 
things new for His own glory. 

 



2 
 

 
 

Both statements affirm the Trinity, and designate God as the creator of everything. 
Moreover, both statements speak to God’s providential plan for redemption. The primary 
difference between these sections is that the EFCA includes a statement about God’s “limitless 
knowledge.” This phrase was adopted in 2008 to clarify that the denomination believes God to 
possess exhaustive knowledge of the future (a truth which has been under attack recently in 
some circles).1 
 

Creekside’s Statement on Salvation 
 

We believe that people were created to have 
fellowship with their Creator, but chose 
instead to defy God and to go their own way, 
thereby alienating themselves from God and 
suffering the corruption of their nature which 
rendered them incapable of pleasing God. This 
fall took place at the beginning of human 
history, and all individuals since suffer these 
consequences, and are thus in need of the 
saving grace of God. Salvation is wholly a work 
of God's free grace, not the result, in whole or 
in part of human works or goodness, and must 
be personally appropriated by repentance and 
faith in Christ's atoning death and 
resurrection.  

 

EFCA’s Statement on Humanity 
 

We believe that God created Adam and Eve in 
His image, but they sinned when tempted by 
Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are 
sinners by nature and by choice, alienated 
from God, and under His wrath. Only through 
God’s saving work in Jesus Christ can we be 
rescued, reconciled and renewed. 

 

 Again, there’s much similarity between these statements. We do not have a statement 
on humanity, but our statement on “Salvation” addresses related issues. Both statements 
speak of God’s creation of humanity for fellowship with God, of our alienation from him, of a 
“fall” which takes place at the beginning of human history and of the exclusivity of Christ for 
salvation. The EFCA defines the fall explicitly speaking of Adam and Eve’s sin, which is implicit in 
our statement. Moreover, both statements speak of “original sin,” (i.e. that we are sinners by 
virtue of our union with Adam). Again, the EFCA’s statement is just more explicit about this fact.  
 

Creekside’s Statement on Jesus 
 
We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal 
Second Person of the Trinity who was united 
forever with a true human nature by 
miraculous conception and virgin birth. He 
lived a life of perfect obedience to His Father 

The EFCA’s Statement on Jesus 
 

We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, 
fully God and fully man, one Person in two 
natures. Jesus—Israel's promised Messiah—
was conceived through the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, 

                                                           
1 See http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/julyweb-only/129-11.0.html 
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and voluntarily atoned for the sins of all by 
dying on the cross as our substitute, thus 
satisfying divine justice and accomplishing 
salvation for all who trust in Him alone. He 
rose from the dead in the same body, though 
glorified, in which He lived and died. He 
ascended into heaven, and sat down at the 
right hand of the Father, where He, the only 
Mediator between God and man, continually 
makes intercession for His own. He shall come 
again to earth, personally and visibly, to 
consummate history and the eternal plan of 
God. 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily 
from the dead, ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of God the Father as our High 
Priest and Advocate. 
 
We believe that Jesus Christ, as our 
representative and substitute, shed His blood 
on the cross as the perfect, all-sufficient 
sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and 
victorious resurrection constitute the only 
ground for salvation. 

  

Both our statement and the EFCA’s affirm many of the same truths; the deity of Christ, 
his incarnation by miraculous conception and virgin birth, his substitutionary sacrifice, and his 
present heavenly ministry. Our statement goes further by also speaking about Christ’s return; a 
subject also addressed in the EFCA’s statement, but in a different section.  
 

Creekside’s Statement on the Holy Spirit 
 
We believe that the Holy Spirit is the eternal 
Third Person of the Trinity. He enlightens the 
minds of sinners, awakening in them 
recognition of their need of a Savior and 
regenerating them. At the point of salvation, 
He permanently indwells every believer to 
become the source of assurance, strength and 
wisdom. He uniquely endows each believer 
with spiritual gifts for the building up of the 
Church. He guides believers in understanding 
and applying the Scriptures. The individual 
believer is filled and led by the Holy Spirit by 
faith; He makes it possible for Christians to 
exhibit Christ-like character and to bear fruit 
for the glory of God. 
 

The EFCA’s Statement on the Holy Spirit 
 
We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He 
does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
convicts the world of its guilt. He regenerates 
sinners, and in Him they are baptized into 
union with Christ and adopted as heirs in the 
family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, 
guides, equips and empowers believers for 
Christ-like living and service. 
 

 These statements express many of the same truths regarding the Holy Spirit. Both 
mention the regenerating, illuminating, empowering, guiding and equipping roles of the Holy 
Spirit, along with the Spirit’s role in producing Christ-like character in us. The primary 
differences are, (1) the EFCA doesn’t mention the eternality or deity of the Spirit, presumably 
because these truths are implicit in their statement on the Trinity, and (2) our statement 
mentions that the Spirit “permanently” indwells believers, while theirs does not.   
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Creekside’s Statement on the Church 

 

We believe in one true church universal, 
comprised of all those who have received Jesus 
Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. The 
Bible commands believers to unite together for 
worship, for prayer, for instruction in the 
Scriptures, for fellowship, for the observance 
of the ordinances of baptism and communion, 
for mutual ministry through the development 
of talents and gifts and for outreach to the 
world. When God's people meet regularly in 
obedience to these commands, there is the 
local expression of the church, whose members 
are to live together in love and unity, intent on 
one purpose, striving together for the faith of 
the gospel. 
 

The EFCA’s Statement on the Church 
 
We believe that the true church comprises all 
who have been justified by God's grace 
through faith alone in Christ alone. They are 
united by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ, 
of which He is the Head. The true church is 
manifest in local churches, whose membership 
should be composed only of believers. The Lord 
Jesus mandated two ordinances, baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper, which visibly and tangibly 
express the gospel. Though they are not the 
means of salvation, when celebrated by the 
church in genuine faith, these ordinances 
confirm and nourish the believer. 

 Both statements affirm that the true church is both a local and universal entity, 
comprised of all who put their faith in Jesus. Both also speak of the “ordinances” of baptism and 
communion. Our statement goes further in expressing the purposes of the church, as well as 
church gatherings. Their statement goes further in articulating the nature and purpose of the 
ordinances. Theologically, we agree that baptism and communion aren’t necessary for salvation 
(i.e. they have no intrinsic power to justify, regenerate, or adopt us), but can be used by God to 
confirm and nourish us (i.e. to strengthen our faith).    
 

Creekside’s Statement on Christ’s 
Return/Eternal Destiny 

 
We believe that Jesus will return personally 
and visibly to judge the living and the dead. All 
people will be resurrected and a judgment will 
determine the fate of each person. Unbelievers 
will be condemned to eternal separation from 
God in hell, while believers will be received into 
eternal fellowship with God and rewarded for 
works done in this life. 

The EFCA’s Statement on Christ’s/Return 
Eternal Destiny 

 
We believe in the personal, bodily and 
premillennial return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The coming of Christ, at a time known only to 
God, demands constant expectancy and, as 
our blessed hope, motivates the believer to 
godly living, sacrificial service and energetic 
mission. 

We believe that God commands everyone 
everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to 
Him in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We believe that God will raise the dead 
bodily and judge the world, assigning the 
unbeliever to condemnation and eternal 
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conscious punishment and the believer to 
eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in 
the new heaven and the new earth, to the 
praise of His glorious grace. Amen. 

 Both of these statements speak of Christ’s personal return to the earth, of a coming 
judgment, and of two coextensive destinies for humanity. Our statement also speaks of 
heavenly rewards that believers will receive at the judgment. Their statement goes further in 
defining the nature of hell and heaven.  

The most notable difference between these statements is the EFCA’s inclusion of the 
word “premillenial.” “Premillenialism” is a specific interpretation of the timing of Christ’s 
return. Premillenialists hold that Christ’s second coming will occur before the 1000-year period 
mentioned in Revelation 20:4.2 Christ will then reign on earth for 1000 years. This period is then 
followed by the resurrection of the dead, and the final judgment. At Creekside, we wouldn’t 
consider Premillenialism an “essential” doctrine. Many sincere Christians disagree about the 
timing of Christ’s return. Further, this doctrine is not central to one’s theological system. One’s 
eschatology (i.e. understanding of the end times) doesn’t necessarily impact their view of 
Scripture, God, Christ, sin, humanity, or salvation in any significant way. However, this doctrine 
has been historically significant in the EFCA, as it served as a kind of benchmark for biblical 
fidelity early in the denomination’s history. Today, there are many in the EFCA who wish to 
eliminate this word from the statement of faith, precisely because a statement of faith should 
express the essentials of the faith, rather than secondary or tertiary matters.  

I personally hold to the premillenial interpretation of Revelation 20:4-6, and would 
happily teach it from the pulpit.3 Thus, I have no problem adopting the EFCA’s statement of 
faith in its current form. I do, however, object to requiring Creekside members to sign off on 
this position, as it makes church membership contingent on the particulars of one’s 
eschatology. Various EFCA officials have assured me that we can admit members who hold 
varying positions on Premillenialism. If that is the case, I’m happy to adopt the statement in its 
current form. However, were we to join the denomination, I would urge the EFCA to remove 
the phrase from the statement of faith, and vote for its removal (should the opportunity arise) 
for reasons mentioned above.  
 
Creekside’s Statement on Faith and Practice 

 
We accept the Scriptures as the final authority 
in all matters of faith and practice. The 
principle of freedom is highly valued in the 
Evangelical Covenant Church and emphasizes 
that the fellowship of believers can transcend 
theological differences. Therefore, beyond the 
fundamental beliefs outlined above, we 

The EFCA’s Statement on Christian Living 
 

We believe that God's justifying grace must 
not be separated from His sanctifying power 
and purpose. God commands us to love Him 
supremely and others sacrificially, and to live 
out our faith with care for one another, 
compassion toward the poor and justice for 
the oppressed. With God’s Word, the Spirit’s 

                                                           
2 See http://www.theopedia.com/premillennialism. 
3 The only time it’d be absolutely necessary for me to do so is if I was teaching on Revelation 20!  Otherwise, 

the issue would only rarely arise in preaching (if ever!).   
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encourage the free investigation of the 
Scriptures in those matters where sincere 
Christians honestly disagree. However, this 
principle of freedom does not allow for that 
type of individualism which disregards the 
authority of the Word of God, or the mutual 
responsibilities and disciplines of the body of 
Christ as set forth in the Scriptures, and 
summarized in the membership covenant.  
 

power, and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, we 
are to combat the spiritual forces of evil. In 
obedience to Christ’s commission, we are to 
make disciples among all people, always 
bearing witness to the gospel in word and 
deed. 

 I’ve paired our statement on faith and practice with the EFCA’s statement on Christian 
living. These sections address difference issues, but for the sake of space I’ve decided to 
comment on them together. Creekside’s article on faith and practice essentially says that our 
statement of faith is our binding document. On every other theological matter we encourage 
chartable discussion. The EFCA’s statement on Christian living, on the other hand, emphasizes 
the practical nature of the Christian faith, and that theology (what we believe) cannot be 
separated from practice (how we behave).  
 As you can see, there is significant overlap between these two statements. It’s also 
important to note what each statement doesn’t address. Creekside does not take official 
stances on issues like predestination/free will, the age of the earth, or the nature and function 
of the spiritual gifts in its statement of faith. And neither does the EFCA. Within the EFCA, 
there’s a principle known as the “Significance of Silence.”4 The principle states that the 
denomination will not speak to matters on which Scripture doesn’t speak clearly. Thus, the 
EFCA takes no stand on Arminianism vs. Calvinism, the age of the earth, or spiritual gifts, but 
allows local churches to form their own convictions on these matters. For all of these reasons, I 
believe the denomination is a very good fit for us doctrinally.5   
 
 

                                                           
4 See https://go.efca.org/resources/media/welcome-and-introduction, 

https://go.efca.org/resources/media/arminianismwesleyanism, 
https://go.efca.org/resources/media/calvinismreformed, https://go.efca.org/resources/media/lutheranism. 

5 See http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/julyweb-only/129-11.0.html?start=1 for an overview of 
recent changes to the EFCA’s statement of faith at a 2008 conference.  

https://go.efca.org/resources/media/welcome-and-introduction
https://go.efca.org/resources/media/arminianismwesleyanism
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/julyweb-only/129-11.0.html?start=1

