
Sermon Notes 
September 9, 2018 

If You Love God, You’ll Love People 
(1 John 4:7-11) 

A. God is the Author of Love 

“Beloved, let us love one another for love is from God and everyone who loves is born of God and knows 

God.  The one who does not love does not know God for God is love.” (1 John 4:7-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. God is the Model of Love 

“By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so 

that we might live through Him.  In this is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  (1 John 4:9-10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. God is the Motive for Love 

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” (1 John 4:11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?  
2. Jesus said that all the commands in the Old Testament – the Law and the Prophets – applied two 

commands: love and love your neighbor.  Why can’t these two commands be separated?  Why is a 
failure to love my neighbor a failure to love God? 

3. “You cannot love God more than the person you love least.” – Dorothy Day.  Agree or disagree?  
Why? 
 

Going Deeper 

4. Please read 1 John 4:7-11 and answer the following questions: 

a. There is only one command in this passage.  The rest of the passage is the reason behind 

the command.  The command is about our relationships with people.  The rest of the 

passage is about our relationship with God.  What’s the connection? 

b. How is God the author of love? (vs. 7-8) Why must we be born of God and know God in 

order to love our neighbor? 

c. How is God the model of love? (vs. 9-10) What do we learn about love from the way He 

loves us? 

d. How is God the motive for love?  (vs. 11) Why will other motives to love ultimately fail us? 

5. “There is no fear in love because fear involves punishment and the one who fears is not perfected in 

love.” (1 John 4:18) In light of what you learned from vs. 7-11, why is fear the opposite of love?  How 

does fear prevent us from loving others?  In what areas do you need to replace fear with faith in 

God’s love for you? 

Application: What is one thing you have learned from this passage and how will you apply it to your life? 

 

 


