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There is No God Behind Jesus 

The Christmas season has given rise to so many fantastic characters. I think of Rudolf, or 
Frosty, or Will Ferrell. But my personal favorite is Krampus.  And this year, Krampus is making a 
big comeback. He even has his own movie. In case you were unaware, Krampus is the ultimate 
Christmas villain. He’s famous in Austrian and Bavarian folklore. And you can think of him as St. 
Nick’s shadow side; his alter-ego. Hundreds of years ago, a bunch of sick and twisted Austrian 
parents started telling their kids about this demon named Krampus. On Saint Nicholas Day, well 
behaved children would receive gifts from St. Nick. But bad kids wouldn’t get coal. Instead, 
they’d get Krampus! This demon would come down the chimney. And then, he’d start beating 
kids with birch sticks and rusty chains! And that’s not all. After that, he’d abduct them. And 
then, he’d either eat them, drown them, or transport them to hell! Seriously! So the good kids 
got Santa Clause. But the bad kids basically got Satan Clause. Here’s a picture of this monster.1 
And if you can believe it, this was a greeting card in the early 1900’s! And it reads, “Season’s 
Greetings from Krampus.” So, if you needed inspiration for next year’s Christmas card, there 
you go. 

Some people fear that God has a shadow side; that he has this alter-ego. Perhaps they 
don’t think that God is “Krampus.” But they fear there’s something sinister about him. For 
instance, some people view Jesus as the jolly member of the Trinity. But whereas Jesus is a real 
sweetheart, his dad seems a bit more capricious, and wrathful. Or, people talk about that horrid 
“God of the Old Testament,” and contrast him with the kinder, gentler “God of the New 
Testament.” We speculate about God’s character. But these speculations; really, these anxieties; 
point to a deeper question; can we really know God? Can we truly understand what he’s like? Is 
he knowable? And even if he’s knowable, is he really worth getting to know?  

And this is one reason I think Christmas is such good news; because the Christmas story 
provides an answer to these questions. On Christmas morning, God sends us a baby boy. The 
writers of Scripture call him our Servant, and our Savior; our Lord and our Life; our Counselor 
and our Consolation. But they also call him “Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.” God 
doesn’t hold the world at arm’s length. He doesn’t send some employee to deal with the world 
on his behalf. Instead, God the Father sends God the Son. And God the Son comes to us, as one 
of us. He is God with us. And Jesus, our God incarnate, definitively shows us what God is like. 
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The writer of Hebrews says that God has spoken “in his Son,” in Jesus (Hebrews 1:2). The 
apostle John says that Jesus “explains” God (John 1:18). He draws out the inner meaning of God, 
and makes it known to us. Jesus says, “I and my Father are one” (John 10:30); and, “anyone who 
has seen me has seen his Father” (John 14:7). So Jesus lives in perfect agreement with his 
Father. And he perfectly reflects his Father’s character. So when we ask the question, “what is 
God like?,” the Christian answer is surprisingly simple; Jesus. There’s no God behind Jesus. Or, 
as Michael Reeves puts it, “there is no God in heaven who is unlike Jesus.”2 Jesus is the open 
heart of God; God’s ultimate act of self-disclosure.3 And thus we can know God truly; if we 
know him through Jesus Christ. And I think that’s such good news. But why? It may be news. 
But why is it good? Well, it’s good news, because Jesus reveals a good God. In fact, this God is 
better than we could have ever imagined. It’s not just that Jesus reveals God; it’s the kind of 
God that he reveals. So what kind of God do we see Jesus? The apostle John gives us a beautiful 
picture of this God. And today, I’d like to look at what he says.  

If you have a Bible, you can turn to the gospel of John, chapter 1. John opens his gospel 
by telling us the Christmas story; about Jesus’ entry into this world. But he doesn’t tell us the 
conventional version of the story. He doesn’t talk about a manger, or animals. He isn’t 
concerned with historical particulars. Rather, he’s looking at Christmas from 30,000 feet in air. 
He’s looking at the bigger picture. For John, Christmas is about the creator stepping down into 
his creation. It’s about God disclosing himself to humanity. I love this painting by Makoto 
Fujimara.4 It’s his commentary on John 1. I think it highlights the cosmic scope of this passage. 
The One who made the world now comes to save it. This passage has far too much for us to 
cover in one sermon. So I just want to highlight three things in the text; three things Jesus 
reveals about God. What kind of God does Jesus reveal? According to John 1; Jesus reveals a 
God who speaks, a God who shines, and a God who Shares. The Christian God speaks, shines, 
and shares.  

1. A God Who Speaks: Let’s look at each of these more closely. First, Jesus reveals a  
God who speaks; a God who is – by nature – communicative. John begins his gospel with these 
mind-bending words. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being by Him, and 
apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.” John starts by talking about 
“the Word.” Now, it’s clear from the broader context that John is talking about Jesus. So why 
does John call Jesus “the Word?” What is John telling us about him? And what does this reveal 
about God? Well, John is telling us several things. 

First, he’s telling us that Jesus is the creator. This passage contains several allusions to 
the creation account in Genesis 1. Notice, John starts with the words, “in the beginning”; the 
same phrase at the start of Genesis 1. John says that everything came into being through Jesus. 
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And later, John talks about “light” and “life”; words that are crucial in the Genesis narrative. So 
John is being very intentional in drawing these connections. He’s inviting us to re-imagine; to 
re-interpret Genesis 1. When God creates, what does he do? He speaks things existence. And 
his word brings life. So what is John saying? He’s saying that Jesus is God’s spoken word; God’s 
agent in creation. He executes his Father’s plan; he expresses the Father’s will.    

Jesus is God’s Word in creation. But he’s more than that. He was God’s Word even 
before creation. Notice that “in the beginning,” the Word is already present. This Word was 
with God. And he was God. So prior to creation, Jesus was with his Father. And he shared the 
Father’s nature; his essence. So these two have always been inseparably linked. The Father has 
always initiated toward Jesus, his Son. And Jesus has always reflected, and expressed his 
Father’s will. So the Father has always had a Word. He has never been word-less. And therefore, 
the Christian God is a speaking God. He is outgoing, initiating, and communicative. He isn’t 
reclusive.5  

And this communicative God ultimately stoops down to communicate with us. John 
goes on to say that the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (John 1:14). Jesus becomes a 
human being. And he reveals God’s character, and his will. As always, God takes the initiative. 
He doesn’t wait for us, because he isn’t reclusive. He’s not that kind of God.    

And this is great news, isn’t it? Jesus demonstrates that God isn’t trying to hide from us. 
Many people want to know what God thinks. But they treat God’s will like a code to crack, or a 
mystery to unravel. They think that God has hidden desires for us. And we’re supposed to 
discover them. When I was about 9 or 10, I fell in love with my sister’s friend. I was just totally 
smitten with this girl. She was quite a few years older than me. But I was convinced that we 
were meant for each other. Now, I was a pretty serious child. So I thought, “you know, it’d be 
great to know if I’m supposed to marry this girl. After all, if it’s God’s will, it’s going to happen. 
And if it’s not God’s will, there’s no use holding out hope.” So for weeks, I prayed this little 
prayer. I said, “ok God, tell me; am I supposed to marry this girl; yes or no?” Really, I wasn’t 
asking for much. I just wanted God to give me a one-word answer. And some nights, I thought 
God was saying, “yes”. But other nights, I thought he was saying, “no.” It probably had more to 
do with what I’d eaten that day then anything.  

This is how some people treat God; like he has a gone into hiding; like he drops little 
hints. But we have to put our spiritual Sherlock Holmes hat on and piece the clues together, so 
we can decipher what he wants for us. But Jesus reveals a communicative God. And this God 
doesn’t leave us in the dark. He doesn’t expect us to assemble some spiritual puzzle. Instead, he 
initiates. And that’s not surprising, since he’s an initiating, communicative God. We can find out 
what God is like by looking at Jesus. We can find out what pleases God, and how we’re 
supposed to live, and what God thinks of us. We just need to look at Jesus.   

2. A God Who Shines: Jesus reveals a God who speaks; who is communicative to the  
core. Second, he reveals a God who shines; a God of light, who casts away the darkness. John 
goes on to say this, “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.” (John 1:4). Jesus is the 
light of humanity. In fact, in John 8, he says, “I am the light of the world” (8:12). God creates the 
world through Jesus. And he says, “let there be light” (Genesis 1:3). And then, he saves through 
Jesus. And once again, his light shines in the darkness. But what does this mean? And what does  
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the image of light signify?  
In Scripture, light is often a symbol of God’s presence. When God leads his people out of 

slavery in Egypt, he appears as a pillar of fire. God lights Israel’s way through the  
darkness. In Psalm 27, David says, “the Lord is my light and my salvation.” And God’s 
countenance – his face – is often associated with light. God’s face shines with glory. By 
employing this image, John is telling us significant about Jesus. Jesus is the light of God’s 
presence. The writer of Hebrews calls Jesus the radiance of God’s glory (Hebrews 1:3). The 
Nicene Creed says that Jesus is “light from light.” So Jesus is the light of God’s presence. He 
shows us the Father, who is light. But what does this mean; that God is light? 

In Scripture, light is often associated with goodness, and moral purity; with justice and 
righteousness and holiness. God is utterly clean and pure. He is right and good. People 
sometimes fear that God has a dark side. But according to Scripture, there’s nothing dark about 
God. In fact, God is the antithesis of darkness. John says that “God is light, and in him there is no 
darkness at all.” (1 John 1:5). There is nothing sinister or shadowy about God’s character. He is 
wholly pure, and good. 

Our world, however, is filled with darkness; with evil, and exploitation, and corruption. 
And therefore, God sends his light to deliver the world from darkness. And when Jesus – the 
true light – arrives, two things take place.  

First, Jesus exposes what’s in the dark; he exposes the darkness of sin. I have several 
cousins close to me in age. And our family get-togethers were pretty raucous. When we got 
together, we did what all cousins do; we fought to the death. We’d find a small room. We’d 
turn all the lights off. And then, we’d just start wailing on each other; because it’s fun to tackle 
people who aren’t expecting it. During one of our family get-togethers, a bunch of us snuck into 
my Aunt and Uncle’s bedroom. And we started wailing on each other, and banging into things. 
At one point, I turned to chase one of my cousins, and WHAM!... my chin caught the corner of 
an old dresser. And when I came to my senses… I kept wrestling. And I continued wrestling until 
some adult finally came in and turned a light on. When the lights came on, I looked into a 
mirror. And I saw thick, red, tomato sauce-consistency blood gushing out of my chin. And to 
make matters worse, it had gotten on my brand new Thanksgiving sweater. And, I’d even 
managed to get a little blood on my Aunt and Uncle’s pristine, white carpet.  

When Jesus comes to earth, he turns the light on. He exposes our ugliness. He shows us 
what we’re unaware of; and, what we’re trying to hide. We see this throughout Jesus’ earthly 
ministry. John says that Jesus knew what was deep in people’s hearts (John 2:24). When people 
encountered Jesus, they encountered the light of God’s presence. And their dark deeds were 
revealed. Jesus says that, “everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the 
Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed” (John 3:20). In Jesus, people quickly became aware 
of their sin; of the evil inside of them; and of their need for God.  

The light of Christ exposes. But it also overcomes. John says, “the Light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5).6 Jesus conquers darkness. In him, 
the forces of good push back the forces of evil. We sometimes say that God cannot stand the 
presence of evil. But we must be careful not to misunderstand this. It’s not as if God is flustered 
by evil; as if he has a weak stomach, and has to leave when evil enters the room. I think it’s 
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truer to say that evil cannot stand in the presence of God. When the sun rises, all the darkness 
can do is flee. And in Jesus, the light of God’s presence breaks through. The birth of Jesus isn’t 
quaint. It’s a declaration of war. In Christ, the kingdom of light wages war on the kingdom of 
darkness. Jesus reverses the curse of sin. He overturns the power of evil. He forgives sin. He 
silences oppressors. He drives out demons. He heals sickness. He raises the dead. He fights 
against sin, and evil and death. And he delivers people by conquering evil.  

People sometimes struggle with the idea of a God who judges; who is wrathful; who 
condemns. But consider the converse. Imagine a god who’s indifferent towards evil; who was 
simply lenient and accepting; a god who was fond of people, yet passive in face of evil. That god 
isn’t good news, because he’s either unwilling, or unable to defeat evil. We don’t just need 
acceptance, or love. A dog can give you that. We long for the world to be changed; for justice to 
be established. I don’t want the world to be overrun with sex trafficking, and genocide, and 
religious hypocrisy. And the good news is neither does Jesus. He comes to earth to wipe these 
things from the face of the planet.  

We long for this. But here’s the problem. It’s not that Jesus wants these things less than 
I do. In reality, he wants them more. As Joshua Butler says, Jesus is actually more committed to 
eradicating evil than we are.7 Here’s why. I can decry the evil of sex trafficking; I can work to 
stop it. And yet, I still lust. And Jesus isn’t simply committed to getting rid of an evil industry; 
he’s committed to destroying lust in the human heart. He wants to destroy the very thing that 
fuels trafficking. I can lament the horrors of genocide. I can lobby politicians to act. But I still 
have a heart that’s prone to anger, and rage. I want to end genocidal conflicts. But Jesus wants 
to exterminate sinful rage; the very thing that fuels genocide. I can’t stand religious hypocrisy; 
when religious people say one thing, yet do another. And yet, I’m prideful. Sometimes, I see 
failures in others. And I get a sick twinge of happiness; a feeling of superiority. Or, in pride, I fail 
to see the needs of those around me. Or, I try to project a certain image of myself. Jesus hates 
religious hypocrisy. And that’s why he wants to destroy pride. He wants to eradicate the self-
inflated mindset that fuels hypocrisy. Jesus wants what I want. He just wants it way more. And 
when his kingdom breaks in, all the darkness will be cast out. But that darkness lives in me. So 
how can God expel evil without expelling me?  

3. A God Who Shares: And this brings us to the third point. In Jesus, we encounter a  
God who shares; who gives himself for us so that we can be delivered from darkness. There’s a 
Christmas hymn entitled, “Break forth O beauteous heavenly light.” And I love this line; “He 
comes in human flesh to dwell; our God with us, Immanuel. The night of darkness ending; our 
fallen race befriending.” So Jesus reveals a God not only committed to destroying evil; but also, 
to delivering us; a God who ends the night, while befriending us. John says this about Jesus; 
“For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.” (John 1:16) Jesus comes to give 
us grace; unearned favor, and love and blessing. And this grace is inexhaustible; it is grace upon 
grace. Jesus embodies God’s infinite generosity. And he reveals a God who is, by nature, 
generous. But what does this mean? Why is God, by nature, sharing, generous, and gracious? 
To understand what this means, we must look more closely at Jesus’ identity. 

Jesus repeatedly calls himself the Son of God. And he refers to God as his own Father.  
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And it’s clear from Scripture that Jesus has always been God’s Son. It’s not as if, one day, God 
decided to adopt Jesus into the divine family. Rather, Jesus has enjoyed this status for all 
eternity. In John 17, Jesus says to his Father, “You loved me before the foundation of the world” 
(17:24). And John says that Jesus has always existed “in the bosom of [his] Father” (John 1:18). 
That term expresses the intimacy of their fellowship. The eternal Son could not be nearer or 
dearer to his Father’s heart. He is the Father’s greatest delight. Elsewhere, Jesus says that the, 
“Father loves the Son, and has given all things into his hand” (3:35). The Son is eternally loved 
by his Father.  

In the early church, this was a matter of intense debate. In the late third century, a man 
named Arius began teaching that the Son wasn’t eternal. Rather, he was a created being. Now, 
to be fair, Arius didn’t think Jesus was just any old created being. He was like the Optimus Prime 
of creation. He was God’s first and ultimate super-creation. Nevertheless, he was created. And 
thus, he wasn’t eternal. Arius’ teaching gained popularity. And eventually, it caused great 
division in the church. So, in 325 A.D., the church’s leaders held a council to the settle this 
dispute. 

And that’s where this story takes an awesome turn. Among those present at the council 
was Nicholas of Myra, who we know as “jolly old St. Nick.” Saint Nicholas was legendary for 
defending the marginalized and protecting children. But he also had a very high view of Jesus. 
He firmly believed that Jesus was God’s eternal Son. So he did not take kindly to Arius. And as 
Arius droned on and on about Jesus’ “creatureliness,” St. Nick got less and less jolly. In fact, 
Santa became so incensed that he got up and punched Arius in the face! Here’s a picture of the 
famous Christmas punch.8 This incident has inspired a number of fantastic internet memes. And 
here’s one of my personal favorites.9 I really hope that’s what Santa said before he slugged this 
guy. So why was jolly old St. Nick so irate? And why were the early Christians so adamant that 
Jesus was eternal? I mean, wasn’t this just a philosophical debate between a bunch of 
academics? Well, no. And here’s why. Think about this with me for a moment – suppose that 
Arius was right; suppose that Jesus was, in fact, a created being. How would this impact our 
view of God? Well, if the Son isn’t eternal, then God hasn’t always been a Father. And thus, God 
isn’t by nature, fatherly. He may choose to take on a fatherly role in certain situations. But at 
his core, that’s not who he is. The god of Arius is powerful. He’s very impressive. But 
fundamentally, he isn’t a God of fatherly generosity and love.  

See this wasn’t some tiny doctrinal dispute. It was a battle between two competing 
visions of God. With that said, let’s contrast Arius’ god with the God revealed in Jesus. Jesus is 
the Father’s eternal Son. And the Father has always been pleased to share his essence – his very 
life – with Jesus. The two are inseparably bonded in love. So when we peer into the deepest 
part of God, we find a generous Father, delighting in his Son. And we find a beloved Son, 
delightedly giving himself to His Father. What does this mean? It means that God’s very life is 
shared. So God is fundamentally kind, initiating, and generous. God loves the company of 
others.       

And this means that when God loves us, he’s acting in character. And just look at what 
give us! The Father demonstrates his generosity by giving us Jesus. “For God so loved the world 
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that he gave his only Son.” (John 3:16). The Father has eternally given himself to the Son. And 
then gives his Son for us. In fact, he gives his Son over to death! Jesus dies for our sins. He 
cleanses us of everything dark and evil, so that we can be restored to fellowship with God. So 
the Father shares his Son. And then, the Son shares his relationship with the Father. Jesus 
comes to earth. And he unites himself to us. He takes on our status. He experiences the 
consequences of our sin. And then, he gives us his status. So now, we too are God’s beloved. 
Jesus brings us into the Father’s family. In John 17, Jesus says that the Father loves us “even as” 
he loves the Son (17:23). So when Jesus saves us, it’s as if we’re caught up into the Father’s love 
for the Son. Jesus is God’s Son by nature. And he makes us God’s sons and daughters by grace. 
This is simply astonishing. The Father’s love for the Son is infinite. It’s matchless. And that very 
love is what the Son shares with us. We are loved by the Father just as Jesus is. This is the 
fullness of Jesus’ grace; this is what he comes to share with us. And could anything be more 
spectacular than that? 

This should reshape our thoughts about God. And, it should reshape our thoughts about 
salvation. People often talk about what we’re saved from. Jesus saves us from the penalty of sin. 
We broke God’s law. But God has set us free. So we don’t have to pay for our crimes. Now, 
that’s certainly true. And, it’s certainly good news. But it’s only partial news. See, if that’s all 
salvation is, it just means I’m off the hook. Now, that’s a relief. But it doesn’t necessarily incline 
me to love God. It doesn’t endear my heart to him.   

This summer, we were driving down the coast along Highway 1. And we drove through 
this little town. And the speed limit suddenly dropped from 40 to 25. Now I wasn’t paying 
attention. So I just blew through this little town. And, of course, the one cop in town spotted 
me. I sped by him. I saw his lights turn on. And I just knew he was going to pull me over. So I 
quickly pulled over to wait for him. Sure enough, the officer rolled up behind me. He came up 
to my window. And he said, “wow, you slowed down really fast. Thanks for doing that. I’m 
going to let you off with a warning.” And I was so relieved. But you know what I didn’t do? I 
didn’t fall at his feet and say, “you are the most magnetic and gracious person I’ve met. I just 
have to get to know you.” No, I drove off. Honestly, I probably started speeding again. Now, I 
was appreciative. He was a really nice guy. But it didn’t transform me; it didn’t give me a desire 
for relationship with him.   

God isn’t merely a cop who lets us off the hook. And he doesn’t just save us from 
something. He saves us for something. He saves us for himself. God saves us in order to love us 
with infinite, perfect love; the very love the Father has for his Son. We’re saved from sin. That’s 
great news. But the best news is that we’re saved for God. And salvation means we get to know 
him. And that’s what life is all about. As Jesus says to his Father, "This is eternal life, that they 
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” (John 17:3). 

 
Perhaps you fear that God is reclusive. But Jesus reveals a God who speaks; who 

initiates and communicates. Perhaps you fear that God has a shadow side; but Jesus reveals a 
God of brilliant light, who drives the darkness away. Perhaps you’re worried that God is self-
absorbed; that he uses people, or exploits them. But Jesus reveals a God who shares; who 
abounds with generous love. This God is better than we could’ve hoped. But we won’t see him 
unless we look at Jesus. And if we don’t begin with him, we simply won’t have a clear, or 



accurate view of the Christian God. I believe this has significant implications; both for believers, 
and for non-believers.  

For believers, this means we must discipline ourselves to look, and continually re-look, 
at Jesus. We can’t see God clearly unless we look at him, nor can we get God’s perspective on 
life. And this changes the way we approach all sorts of issues. How should we view Scripture? 
How should we treat our neighbors? How should we use our bodies? How should we speak? 
How should we view money? Ultimately, we can’t get God’s answers to these questions unless 
we look at Jesus himself; because Jesus provides the divine perspective on everything from 
Scripture, to wealth, to relationships.     

If you don’t believe in God; or, if you’re undecided, or investigating, I’d just say this. 
Christians talk a lot about God. We encourage people to trust in God; to follow God; to obey 
God; to enjoy God. But all of this “God-talk” can be very misleading; because the word “God” is 
pervasive in our culture. But I don’t think every person uses it in the same way; or even in 
reference to the same being.   

Tom Wright is one of the foremost biblical scholars in the world. Prior to becoming a 
world-renowned scholar, Tom was a chaplain at Oxford University. Each year, he would take 
time to meet new students. Now, most of the students were kind enough to make his 
acquaintance. But many were quick to say, “Chaplain Tom, it’s nice to meet you and all. But, you 
won’t be seeing much of me this semester. You see, um, I don’t believe in God.” Tom heard this 
kind of remark quite frequently. So, he developed a stock response. He’d say, “Oh, that’s 
interesting. Tell me, which god don’t you believe in?” That comment usually surprised them. 
And after a few moments of awkward silence, the student would say a few words about the 
god they didn’t believe in. And often, students would describe a being who lived very far away; 
who looked down at the world disapprovingly; who only intervened occasionally, and who sent 
good people to heaven, and bad people to hell. In response, Tom would say, “oh, well, I don’t 
believe in that “god” either. I believe in the God revealed in Jesus of Nazareth.” 10   

Plenty of people speak about “God” in our culture. But often, there’s an assumption that 
we’re talking about the same being. Christians don’t proclaim a generic God. We’re not calling 
people to overcome obstacles in life by finding a higher-power. We’re not encouraging people 
to discover the divinity within, or to become spiritual, or to adhere to some lowest-common-
denominator form of civil religion. We’re talking about Jesus. We’re talking about a 1st Century 
Palestinian Jew, who we believed lived and breathed and walked and talked and died and rose 
again. And so if you’re curious about the Christian God, I’d implore you to look at him. Don’t 
take my word for it. Take one of our Bibles, and start reading the gospels for yourself. I’d love to 
talk with you more. Look at Jesus for yourself; that’s the God we’re talking about. And that God; 
the God revealed in Christ; doesn’t simply want you to know about him, but to know him; to 
fellowship with him. Jesus comes not simply to satisfy our intellectual curiosity, but to satisfy 
our souls. He comes all the way to us, to bring us all the way back to him, so that we can 
experience God’s perfect fellowship; God’s infinite, generous love…forever. Let’s pray.   
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