
Creekside Community Church 
“Good News about Good Works,” Paul’s Letter to Titus 
December 6, 2015 
John Bruce - Pastor 
 

Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing 
(Titus 3:9-11) 

 
1.  Beware of Distracting Issues 

“But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they are 
unprofitable and worthless.” (Titus 3:9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Beware of Distracting Individuals 
“Reject a factious man after a first and second warning, knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, 
being self-condemned.“  (Titus 3:10-11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How to Keep the Main Thing the Main Thing 

 

 

 

 



For further thought and discussion: 
 
Getting Started 
 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?  
 

2. What things distract you most from your walk with Christ?  Why do you think you are so vulnerable to 
these particular distractions? 
 
 

Going Deeper 
 

3. Please read Titus 3:9. Notice that vs. 9 begins with “But.”  What is Paul contrasting in vs. 8 and 9?  Why?  
What foolish controversies were distracting the Christians of Crete from the gospel?  What do you 
suppose resulted from these distractions?  What foolish controversies distract Christians from the gospel 
today?  Which of the three suggested contemporary distractions of politics, personal convictions or 
tertiary doctrines do you think distract American Christians most from the gospel?  Why?  Do you find any 
of these personally distracting? What other distractions would you add to this list?  

4. What are some results of believers being distracted from focusing on the gospel?  
5. Please read Titus 3:10-11.  What kind of person is Paul describing?  Have you ever met such a person?  

What do you notice about the way Paul says to deal with him or her?  Does this seem unkind to you?  Can 
you think of an experience where this principle failed to be applied?  What was the result?  How do 
factious people distract Christians from the gospel? 

6. What are some things we can do to keep the main thing the main thing?  Which of the suggestions was 
most helpful to you?  What suggestions would you add? 
 

Application 
What is one lesson you’ve learned from this passage which you will apply this week?  How will you apply it? 


