
Creekside Community Church 
“Good News about Good Works,” Paul’s Letter to Titus 
December 6, 2015 
John Bruce – Pastor 

Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing 
(Titus 3:9-11) 

 
Last week I heard one of my favorite preachers, Tim Keller say, “The more you understand that salvation has 
nothing to do with your behavior, the more your behavior will change,” and I thought, that’s precisely Paul’s point 
in his letter to Titus which we’ve called, Good News about Good Works.  Over and over in this letter Paul stresses 
that good deeds are the natural result of believing the good news of what Christ has accomplished for us.  We 
aren’t saved because we do good deeds; we do good deeds because we’re saved; because the more we 
understand how good God has been to us in Christ, the more we’ll want to treat others the way He treats us.  
That’s why the more we understand that salvation has nothing to do with our behavior – that we’re not saved by 
anything we do but completely by what Christ has done – the more our behavior will change. The gospel is the 
foundation of everything we are and do; and that’s why in the passage we’ll look at this morning Paul tells Titus to 
warn the Christians on the island of Crete to beware of anything which distracts them from the truth of the gospel.  
Let’s read vs. 9-11.  “But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they 
are unprofitable and worthless. Reject a factious man after a first and second warning, knowing that such a man is 
perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned.“  You’ll notice that vs. 9 begins with “But” because vs. 9-11 are a 
contrast with what Paul just wrote in vs. 8. “This (referring to the good news of how God saves us through what 
Christ has done for us and not through anything we do for Him) is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these 
things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. 
These things are good and profitable for men.” Vs. 8 is the entire letter to Titus in a single verse.  Preach the gospel 
so that those who have trusted God will engage in good deeds.   Good news leads to good works.  The more we 
understand God’s great love for us and that our salvation has nothing to do with our behavior, the more our 
behavior will change.  That’s why Paul tells Titus that in order to have Christians who do good, keep the main thing 
the main thing; focus on the gospel and the good God has done for us.  The Christian life is the result of hearing 
and believing and applying the gospel and so Christians can never hear the gospel too often.  We don’t begin with 
the gospel and move on to deeper truths.  Rather we grow deeper and deeper in our knowledge and faith in the 
gospel and as a result, we’re transformed.  And that means avoiding anything that distracts people’s attention 
from the gospel, as Paul makes clear in vs. 9-11; avoiding distracting issues and avoiding distracting people.  We’ll 
begin with vs. 9  and to look at what those distracting issues were in Paul’s day and then at what they are today; 
and then we’ll look at vs. 10-11 and how to deal with distracting individuals – both in Paul’s day as well as today, 
and then we’ll talk about how to keep the gospel central; how to keep the main thing the main thing.   Because in 
my experience, I have seen more Christians sidelined by distractions and by majoring in the minors than by moral 
failures, rebellion or by anything else.  We all have a hard time keeping our eye on the ball and staying focused.  
We’re all plagued by spiritual ADD.   
 
That’s why Paul tells Titus to keep emphasizing the gospel, “But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and 
strife and disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless.”  There are subjects Titus is to speak 
confidently about because they are good and profitable and result in changed lives; and there are subjects Titus is 
to avoid because they are unprofitable and worthless and serve only to distract God’s people from what they need. 
Titus needs to keep the main thing, the main thing and to avoid being distracted by other things; and in this case 
that means foolish debates about the Law.  When I was much younger, I loved to argue theology and doctrine 
because I liked to compete and show off my knowledge of the Scriptures.  I evaluated other Christians wholly on 
the basis of whether their doctrinal positions matched mine.  If you believed what I believed, you were godly.  If 
not, you were a heretic.  For me, being spiritual was all about debating and often about debating small, 
inconsequential issues.  I was proud, unloving and certainly not zealous for good deeds.  Many of the new 
Christians in Crete apparently came out of a similar environment.  Rabbinical Judaism loved debate and 
controversy.  If you read through the Jewish Talmud which is a central text in Rabbinical Judaism as a commentary 
and application of the Law of Moses, you discover debate after debate between the rabbis about the tiniest issues: 



when is an oven ritually clean and when is an oven unclean; how far can one walk on the Sabbath without that 
walk becoming work; what is the correct way to wash one’s hands.  The rabbis not only debated about everything, 
they believed that debate was the way they served God.  They even told stories about beating God Himself in their 
debates.   But in the midst of these debates, faith in the God of Judaism got misplaced.   Paul grew up in this 
environment and he didn’t want to see it to happen again in the church.  That’s why he writes in Titus 3:9, “But 
avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and 
worthless.”  Titus is to focus on the gospel and not on the controversies and disputes which inevitably arise 
whenever the Scriptures are discussed because in contrast to the gospel and the great truths of what God has 
accomplished for us through Christ, such controversies are unprofitable and worthless.   Notice that Paul isn’t 
telling Titus to avoid all controversies – just the foolish ones.  Jesus, Paul and the rest of the apostles were always 
in conflict with someone because they consistently stood for truth; and Paul has already instructed Titus to speak 
confidently about the gospel and to let no one disregard him.  Paul isn’t telling Titus to avoid controversy but to 
avoid being distracted by the wrong controversies.  In Paul’s day, this meant arguments about the intricacies of the 
Jewish Law, since Christians weren’t under that Law and it didn’t apply to them.  What does avoid foolish 
controversies mean for Christians today?  What issues tend to distract us from the gospel?  What issues do 
Christians waste time arguing about which are in the end unprofitable and worthless?  I’ll suggest three and I’m 
sure you can add more.   
 
The first foolish controversy which distracts Christians from keeping the main thing the main thing is political 
controversies.  Have you noticed how polarized around politics America has become over the past few decades?  It 
used to be that Republicans and Democrats just thought the other side was wrong; now they’re convinced the 
other side is evil.  If you listen to political talk shows or read political blogs, you not only know what your side 
thinks, you know why the other side will destroy America if they are allowed to.  This is a war between good and 
evil, for the future of America, right?  But what happens when your Christian brother or sister doesn’t share your 
political views?  If we’re not aware of Satan’s schemes, politics can distract us from what matters, from what is 
eternal, from Christ’s call to love one another and end up dividing the church over issues which change as often as 
most people change their underwear. I think politics are important.  I understand political philosophy and why 
each side sees things so differently and I have my own political convictions.  But when we started Creekside, we 
committed ourselves to being an apolitical church where we would not discuss politics or promote any political 
party, candidate or agenda because I believe our job is to preach the gospel and to become all things to all men.  
We are an incredibly diverse group politically.  There are Democrats, Republicans, Progressives, Conservatives, 
Libertarians and people who could care less all represented here and are all welcomed by Jesus,  and I don’t want 
anybody to feel like this isn’t their church because of their political views.  That’s why we purposely avoid political 
controversies. If you are a political animal, that’s great.  Vote; campaign for your candidate; write Congress; 
advocate, petition, lobby, influence.  That’s your right and responsibility as an American citizen and I trust that 
your political convictions are shaped by the Scriptures.  But please don’t make agreement about politics the basis 
for fellowship in the church or in your small group.  In the past, we’ve had people leave Creekside or leave their 
small group because they felt out of step with what they perceived to be the politics of our congregation; and 
that’s not consistent with the gospel.  Does that mean we don’t discuss political issues here?  I certainly don’t on 
Sundays and if you must share your political views with other Creeksiders, please don’t assume they agree with 
you because they’re Christians.  Speak respectfully and carefully because you don’t know where they’re at and we 
need to keep the main thing the main thing. If Jesus could have a Simon the Zealot – who was the equivalent of a 
nationalist terrorist today on the same team with Matthew the tax-collector, a collaborator with the hated Roman 
government, then surely Creekside can be a safe place for people from every political persuasion. It is Christ who 
makes us one and wasting time arguing current politics neither advances His purpose in our lives nor changes 
anybody’s views.  So I put political controversies in our list of distractions today.  
 
And I would put controversies over personal convictions on that list as well.  In the Bible, there are things we’re 
told to do and there are things we’re told not to do.  However, the Bible is silent about many decisions we make in 
life and in those cases, each believer has to decide what God wants him or her to do.  For example, the Bible has 
nothing to say about drinking or smoking (although it does warn against drunkenness) or about what kinds of 
movies to watch or about tattoos – unless they are connected with idol worship – or about what kind of car to 
drive or how many bedrooms your home should have or about most of the other decisions everybody makes today.  



In Romans 14, Paul tells us to make those decisions according to our conscience towards God; to do what we think 
God wants us to do in those areas; and to give others that same freedom of conscience in the way they make 
those decisions.  That means that two Christians can come out in two different places in making the same decision 
and both of them can be right.  Look at Romans 14:5-6, “One person regards one day above another, another 
regards every day {alike.}  Paul is probably referring to the Sabbath.  Christians from Jewish backgrounds continued 
to believe that observing the Sabbath was required by God – which it isn’t in the New Testament – while Christians 
from Gentile backgrounds treated every day the same. So how did the early Christians deal with this 
disagreement?) Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind, (fully convinced that he or she is doing what 
God wants them to do.) He who observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the Lord, 
for he gives thanks to God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God.”  Paul’s 
point is that in areas where the Bible is silent, you and I have the freedom to do what we believe God wants us to 
do.  We’ve all got personal convictions, things that are right and wrong for us because of conscience.  For example, 
I don’t drink.  I grew up in an alcoholic home and I drank a lot in college and after becoming a believer, I decided 
that drinking was not a wise choice for me personally.  Most Christians have personal convictions about things 
where others may but I cannot.  That’s just part of having a personal relationship with Jesus. The problem comes 
when we think everybody should share our personal convictions.   If it’s ok for me to do it, it’s ok for every 
Christian to do it and it’s not ok for me to do it, that it certainly is not ok for you to do it either.  That’s why Paul 
says in this area of life where the Bible is silent, we are not to judge each other’s opinions but instead give one 
another the freedom to follow God as we see fit.  If you are ignoring a clear command of Scripture, the Bible tells 
me to speak to you about that; but if you choose to live differently than I in an area where the Bible is silent, I’m to 
keep quiet.  Yet it is in the area of personal convictions where most conflict between Christians occurs.  Take 
schooling for example.   Some believers send their children to public school, some to private schools and some 
teach their children at home.  Now the Bible tells all parents to raise their children in the discipline and instruction 
of the Lord because most people who follow Jesus grew up in a home which followed Jesus.  However, the Bible 
gives parents a lot of freedom in how they do that.  The goal is clear; to teach children to love God, to love His 
Word, to believe the gospel and to follow Christ.  The specific path to that goal is more flexible depending upon the 
child, the culture and the circumstances of life.  Now for some Christian parents, schooling isn’t a matter of 
conviction but of convenience.  They’ve never considered God’s will for how they should educate their kids and so 
they go along with what everybody around them is doing, or what they can afford or what fits their lifestyle best.  
I’m not talking about those parents now.  Few things will be more important to you than your children’s spiritual 
life and you can’t leave that to chance or to what’s easiest.  If I didn’t know God’s will for my kid’s schooling, 
finding that out would be my top priority until I did know.  It’s that important.  But once you know what God wants 
you to do in educating your children, do it but don’t judge or dispute with other believers whose conscience leads 
them to make a different choice.  I’ve heard great biblical arguments from Christians who sent their kids to public 
school, from Christians who sent their kids to private school and from Christians who taught their kids themselves; 
and I’ve heard really dumb arguments from each of those groups as well.  The decision to send your child to public 
school or to private school or to teach them at home yourself will be right for one family but wrong for another.   
We need to do what God wants us to do and give others the freedom to do what God tells them to do.  Years ago I 
heard Ray Steadman, the founder of Peninsula Bible Church in Palo Alto explain this principle so well.  He said we 
need to be dogmatic where the Bible is dogmatic and agnostic where the Bible is agnostic.  We need to be faithful 
to what the Bible says but also faithful to what the Bible doesn’t say.  Hold tight to what the Bible clearly tells us to 
do and refuse to argue about issues where the Scriptures are silent. 
 
So I think today, foolish controversies which distract us from keeping the main thing the main thing would include 
politics, personal convictions and finally, the tertiary teachings of the Scriptures.  My son, Jeff, has a great way of 
explaining this in our Creekside membership class.  The primary teachings of the Bible are the things you must 
believe to be a Christian; the things summarized in the Apostle’s Creed which was written  before the church 
divided into the Eastern and Western churches; or later when the Western Church divided between Roman 
Catholic and Protestant and of course long before there were different denominations.  This is what the early 
Christians believed and what all true Christians ever since have believed   These beliefs divide Christians from non-
Christians and these are the beliefs we go to the mat for.  When salvation by grace through faith was challenged in 
the early church, the Bible says that the apostles had great debate with those who questioned this.  Jude says 
we’re to contend earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to the saints.  Arguing about the primary doctrines of 



the Bible is not what Paul is telling Titus to avoid and that’s important to remember in our culture where any kind 
of disagreement can be painted as a power play or creating an unsafe space.  Christians believe in truth with a 
capital T – not just subjective feelings about truth – and truth must be defended.  Now in addition to primary 
doctrines, there are secondary doctrines on which Bible-believing Christians sincerely disagree.  Primary doctrines 
are the difference between a Christian and a non-believer; secondary doctrines are why there are denominations; 
how we baptize, how we govern the church, how we practice communion; gender in the church.  Now even 
though sincere Christians disagree on these issues, every local church must decide where it stands because these 
secondary issues affect its practices.  Will we only baptize people who believe in Jesus or will we baptize the 
infants of believing parents?  Will a local church be governed by a larger organization outside of itself or by local 
leaders or will the congregation rule itself democratically?  Every church must decide what they believe the Bible 
teaches.  Secondary doctrines are not things you need to believe to be saved but things you need to agree upon to 
function together; and since most churches have already decided what they believe about these issues, going to 
war about them is useless.  Better to agree to disagree if you like your church or find a church you can agree with.  
Finally there are doctrines which Jeff defines as tertiary; beliefs where sincere Christians disagree about what the 
Bible teaches but which don’t directly affect the way a local church operates; what the spiritual gifts are and how 
they are exercised, especially the gifts of tongues and prophecy; teachings about the future; are you an 
Amillennialist, a Pre-millennialist , or a Pan-millennialist – (you know, it will all pan out in the end); whether 
Romans 7 is referring to a Christian or to a religious non-believer; the list goes on and on and Christians have 
debated the issues for ages and will until Jesus returns.  At Creekside, we believe that agreement about tertiary 
doctrines is not necessary for membership and that any Christian should feel comfortable at our church.  So while I 
wouldn’t classify debates about tertiary doctrines as foolish controversies since they are about what the Bible 
really teaches, they can easily become foolish if we allow them to divide sincere, Bible-believers from loving and 
fellowshipping with one another.  Healthy debate is one thing; getting angry and losing your objectivity and sense 
of proportion is completely another. 
 
Keeping the gospel in front of us and the main thing the main thing means avoiding arguing over certain issues.  
Paul says it also involves avoiding certain people.  “Reject (avoid) a factious man after a first and second warning, 
knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned.” (Titus 3:10-11)  Factious is literally 
heretical.  We think of heresy today as moving outside the boundaries of orthodoxy, but the original Greek word 
went more to the heart of what heresy really is.  The word meant a division resulting from self-will;  from and 
individual doing and teaching what he or she chose, independent of the teaching and practice of the Church. The 
heretics of Crete, when Titus was there, followed their own self-created beliefs rather than the truth of Scripture.  
They kept arguing for their own opinions, making every issue about why they were right and everybody else was 
wrong.  They caused factions – hence the word, “factious,” and hurt the unity and the health of the churches.  
During my first year on staff with Campus Crusade for Christ I attended a staff conference at our national 
headquarters and during a break between meetings, I joined a group of older staff who were discussing some 
subject which I can’t remember now.  I do remember that I’d only been with them for a few minutes before I begin 
to hold forth with my opinions  even though I was a newbie and these were all directors of their respective 
campuses.  They listened to me patiently for a few minutes but then gave me a look like, “And you are?” before 
they changed the topic.  In those days, I loved the sound of my own voice and thought I knew everything.  That’s 
the kind of person Paul is warning Titus about in vs. 10-11; the know-it-all who creates divisions and arguments 
and controversies everywhere he goes.  It is always about them; why they are right and everybody else is wrong.  
Paul tells Titus to warn them and if they continue, to warn them again.  If they still won’t stop, then avoid them, 
knowing that there problem isn’t ignorance or wrong opinions but sinful self will and that their own behavior 
condemns them.  I just needed to be warned once because I was just immature and naïve.  But if I had continued 
to be argumentative and divisive, then Christians would have needed to avoid me.  So in addition to avoiding 
foolish disputes, Titus is to avoid those who create them, rejecting the factious man after warning him twice 
because that man is perverted and sinning and condemned by his own behavior.  It is never out of love that we 
tolerate those who harm the body of Christ and leaders are to guard the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
and reject any who threaten that unity.  A factious person is not someone who honestly disagrees.  A factious 
person is a disagreeable person who is motivated by sin and by a perverted delight in controversy.  This is not an 
issue of ideas but of character and those with evil character are not to be allowed to upset the faith of others or 



distract people from the gospel.  Most controversies are far less about ideas and far more about individuals.  That’s 
why Paul says that certain individuals are to be avoided; especially those who cause factions and divisions. 
 

It has been very helpful to me personally to see that there are a number of times in the New Testament when 
Christians are advised to avoid certain people because for a long time, I felt obligated to tolerate people I should 
not have tolerated.  I mistakenly thought that love required me to accept divisive and destructive people into my 
life and into our church.  But then I noticed what Jesus said about the good shepherd who lays down his life for the 
flock.  He said that when the wolf comes, the hired man runs away because he isn’t concerned for the flock; but 
the good shepherd protects his flock.  Love means protecting people from those who would harm them.  Look at 
Jesus and how often He warned His followers to beware of the Pharisees and the Sadducees and the hypocrites as 
well as the brother or sister who continued in sin.  Or how often the apostles warn the church about certain people 
and instruct them to avoid them.    I had to face the fact that a love which accepts everyone and every idea 
regardless of how others may be affected is not love but cowardice.  Jesus was full of grace and truth and I need to 
follow His example; and that means putting the good of the group above the will and desire of certain individuals.  
A while back, a small group at Creekside was reading through a book together, written by a woman who claimed to 
have gone to heaven in a dream and had recorded all she had seen.  She didn’t present her book as fiction or 
fantasy but as fact; God had revealed to her what awaits us in heaven.  So I read her book and not surprisingly, 
found it to be full of unbiblical ideas and doctrines and so I spoke with the group leader and asked him if the group 
might just study the Bible instead.   However, he saw nothing wrong with the book and refused; and so I met with 
the whole group to share why I thought this book was unbiblical.   The leader still insisted on taking the group 
through it, so I had to tell him that if they did, the group couldn’t be an official Creekside group.  He immediately 
left the church and the group disbanded.  I hated to see him leave but he was what Paul describes here as a 
factious man; not because we disagreed or because he made a mistake; (because there will always be 
disagreements and we will always make mistakes) but because he cared more about a silly little book than about 
preserving the unity of the church.   

So keeping the gospel central and the main thing the main thing requires us to avoid certain issues and certain 
people.  But what do we do to keep our focus on Christ, on what He has accomplished and is accomplishing, and 
on God’s great love for us in light of the myriad of distractions we face in our culture?  We need to remember 
three fundamental truths about life which are always true, regardless of our circumstances; life is relationship, life 
is response and life is repenting.  First, life is relationship.  Relationships are why we exist.  God made us for a 
relationship with Him and for a relationship with one another.  What did Jesus say were the two most important 
commands of the Bible?  Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.  
In fact, Jesus said all the other commands rest on those two.  God created us for relationships and He saved us for 
relationships.  Relationship is at the heart of the gospel.  God sends His Son to restore our relationship with Him.  
We were separated from God, the source of life and joy which is why people die.  But Jesus came not to judge the 
world but that the world might be saved through Him; to seek that which was lost, to recover that which was 
ruined, and to bring us home to God.  That means the test of my life is not the tasks that I complete, nor the 
knowledge or possession I accumulate, nor the recognition I attain but the quality of my relationships with God 
and with people.  That’s Paul’s point in the famous passage on love in 1 Corinthians 13.  “If I speak with the 
tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have {the gift of} prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.And if I give all my possessions to feed {the poor,} and if I surrender 
my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.” (1 Cor. 13:1-3) What is the true test of my life?  
Not what did I accomplish or what was I able to do which others could not but how much did I love?  Did I love God?  
Did I love people?  Focusing on my relationships keeps me grounded in the gospel.  I am task oriented.  Each day I 
have my list of things to check off and when I’m able to check them off, I feel good about myself.  Yet if in 
completing my tasks, I have ignored my relationship with God and the people around me, Paul says my life has 



been wasted.  I need to remember that I am here to know Christ more and more deeply and to walk with Him 
more and more closely; and then to treat others the same way He treats me.  That’s the main thing and anything 
which distracts me from that is evil.  Life is relationship.  Second, life is response; my response to the truth about 
God.  That’s what faith is, living my life in the light of who God has revealed Himself to be.  The righteous shall live 
by faith.  Without faith, it is impossible to please God.  Whatever is not from faith is sin because unbelief is the 
mother of all sin.  Our small group is studying the book of Genesis and this week we were in chapter 3 which is 
about how all that makes this world heartbreaking and painful and deadly began when the first man and woman 
refused to believe God and listened to the serpent instead.  Their actual sin seemed minor; just eating a piece of 
fruit from the only tree God told them not to eat from.  But the reason they ate is the reason for all sins – they 
refused to trust God and ignored what He told them and ended up exchanging Paradise for a bite of fruit.  Sin 
entered the world and death through sin and the perfect world God created became the world as we see it today – 
all because of unbelief.  That’s why the gospel is all about faith and trusting God; not about what we do but about 
trusting in what Jesus has done.  I behave consistently with what I believe and so the test of my life will be did I 
walk by faith?  Did I trust God?  Did I respond to what He revealed about Himself - which brings me back to my 
relationship with Him and getting to know Him better and better.  We love because He first loved us.  The life I live 
I live by faith in Him who loved me and gave Himself for me.  My life is a response to His love; to who He is and to 
what He has done.  It is only by making trusting Him my main focus of each day will I be able to keep the main 
thing the main thing; because if I ask myself every day, regardless of my feelings or circumstances or situation, 
“How does God fit into this?  What does trusting God mean today?” I will always be brought back to the gospel.  So 
keeping the main thing the main thing means remembering that life is relationship, that life a response and finally 
that life is repenting.   We forget the gospel when we think we’ve arrived; that sin is no longer a problem and that 
we no longer need to repent because we are now good people.  The fact is, our battle with sin will not cease until 
we either die or get a new body when Christ returns.  Yet once most Christians have dealt with the big sins which 
are making them and everybody around them miserable, they stop dealing with sin and stop growing.  A couple of 
weeks ago, we saw how Christ has saved us from the penalty of sin is currently saving us from the power of sin and 
will save us from the very presence of sin.  However, when we forget the present tense of our salvation and the 
need to fight the good fight, we no longer see our need for the gospel.  The main reason we are distracted from 
the gospel is because our conscience is hardened and insensitive to our own sinfulness.  Think about it. When do 
you appreciate the gospel most?  Isn’t it when you are most aware of your own sin?  So what does that tell you 
about the times when you are distracted from the gospel?  It tells me I’ve become insensitive to my true state.  
The great North African church father, Tertullian wrote that he was born for no other purpose but to repent.  He 
understood that we never arrive in this life, that there is always sin to battle, to confess and to repent of.  I 
recently realized how hardened and blind I had become to my own sin and so I incorporated a time of intentional 
confession into my regular practice of private prayer.  Each day I ask God to show me where I sinned the day 
before and then wait to see what He brings to mind.  Paul said that if we judge ourselves we won’t be judged but 
when we are judged because we refuse to acknowledge our sin, we are disciplined by God so that we won’t be 
condemned along with the rest of the world.  If I can avoid God’s discipline by identifying my own sin, I’d rather do 
that and I’ve found a lot of sins that I’ve been ignoring which made me both appreciate the gospel and what Christ 
has done for me plus experience the joy of His love and cleansing of those sins.  Recognizing that life involves 
continual repentance helps us to keep the gospel in front of us. 
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