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The Timid Warrior: Part III (Judges 8:1-28) 

There are many things to love about about social media. And one of my great loves is, 
the humblebrag. According to the MacMillan Dictionary, a humblebrag is, “a statement in 
which you pretend to be modest but which you really use as a way of telling people about your 
success or achievements.”1 In other words, this is bragging in the guise of humility. It’s form of 
false modesty. Now, the humblebrag has become quite popular, especially on Facebook and 
Twitter. And there are a number of ways to do this. For instance, you might hide a brag within a 
question. I call this, “bragging the question.” Here’s an example; “Does anyone know if I can 
claim a yacht as a home office?”2

Now, some humblebraggers are fairly innocent. Others are just putting a thin veil over 
their conceit. But the humblebrag reveals something about the nature of pride. Oftentimes, our 
pride is hidden. It isn’t apparent. It hides within the words we speak, or the emotions we feel, 
or the judgments we make. I’m fairly skilled at seeing pride in others. But I have great difficulty 
seeing it in myself. And that’s because I’m prideful! In fact, I’m often too proud to admit that 
I’m prideful. After all, that would mean something was wrong with me! Do you see the 
predicament we’re in?  

 Or, you might hide a brag within an embarrassing story. I call 
this “embragassing.” Here’s an example: “Totally spilled soda all over myself while consulting 
with the President today. So embarrassed!” You can also use the humblebrag in every day 
conversation. For instance, this week I was doing some research on humblebragging. And I 
asked my friend, Glen Smallman, for some help. Here’s what I texted him, “Hey, Glen what do 
you know about humblebragging? I’m not very good at this whole social media thing, because 
the majority of my time is spent deeply investing in the lives of people, not on Twitter.” Don’t 
worry, I was being sarcastic.  

Pride often lurks beneath the surface. And that’s troubling, because pride is our root sin. 
It’s the sin behind every other sin. Pride is placing one’s self above God, and others. And in 
some way, every sin is fueled by pride; this desire for autonomy and independence from God. 
Pride is a terrible disease. But we may have difficulty diagnosing it. So what should we do?    

We’re currently in the Old Testament book of Judges. And over the past few  
weeks, we’ve been looking at the story of Gideon. In chapters 6 and 7, God transforms Gideon  
from a timid man into a warrior. And God empowers him to deliver Israel from her enemies, the  

                                                           
1 Taken from http://www.challies.com/articles/the-art-and-science-of-the-humblebrag. 
2 Taken from ibid,.   

http://www.challies.com/articles/the-art-and-science-of-the-humblebrag�
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Midianites. Gideon starts well. And as the story progresses, he grows in humility, and 
dependence on God. But, as we’ll see this morning, Gideon doesn’t finish well. He becomes a 
victim of his own success. He stops focusing on God. He begins to focus on himself. And he says 
things that appear humble. But his actions reveal that he is proud. And Israel follows his 
example. Gideon’s story is tragic. But it’s also instructive, because I believe it can help us 
diagnose pride in our own lives.  

If you’ve got a Bible, turn to Judges, chapter 8. Before we delve into this chapter, we 
need to recount what happened in chapter 7. In 7:2, God says to Gideon, “The people with you 
are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, 'My 
own hand has saved me.’” This verse provides a framework for understanding chapter 8. God 
wants to free the Israelites from their oppressors. But he also wants to free them from their 
idolatry. The Israelites trust in false gods, rather than the true God. So God says to Gideon, “I’m 
not going to deliver Israel with many, but with few.” God redeems the Israelites in such a way 
that they can’t take credit for the victory. And he does this so that they’ll trust in him alone as 
Savior and King. God discharges most of Gideon’s men. And then he tells Gideon to attack 
135,000 Midianites with an army of 300. The Israelites encircle the Midianite camp. They blow 
trumpets. They light torches. And, they shout. This causes the Midianites to panic. They begin 
killing each other. And 120,000 Midianites die! The rest flee from the land. And Israel is 
delivered.  

Now, God’s point couldn’t be any clearer. He has saved Israel. He has done all of the 
heavy lifting. And therefore, the Israelites should humble themselves, renounce their idols, and 
trust in him alone. But Israel misses the point. The people don’t give God the credit. Instead, 
they demand a share in God’s glory, God’s justice, and God’s authority. The Israelites are filled 
with pride. And their pride manifests in three different ways.     

A. Pride Demands a Share in God’s Glory (8:1-3): First, the Israelites demand a share in  
God’s glory. Listen to verses 1-3. “Then the men of Ephraim said to him, "What is this that you 
have done to us, not to call us when you went to fight with Midian?" And they accused him 
fiercely. 2 And he said to them, "What have I done now in comparison with you? Is not the 
gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the grape harvest of Abiezer?  3 God has given 
into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. What have I been able to do in 
comparison with you?" Then their anger against him subsided when he said this.” 

God has just routed Israel’s enemies. The Midianites are retreating. At the end of 
chapter 7, Gideon asks the men of Ephraim to help him pursue the Midianites. The forces of 
Ephraim join in the pursuit. And they capture and kill two Midianite princes; Oreb, and Zeeb. 
And now, in chapter 8, we discover that they’re upset.   

They ask Gideon, “why didn’t you summon us to battle?” Before attacking the 
Midianites, Gideon doesn’t call upon the men of Ephraim. And this infuriates them. They didn’t 
just want to participate in the cleanup effort. They wanted to lead the charge into combat. 
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Now, Gideon is a good diplomat. And he responds shrewdly. He says, “hey, what have 
my people done in comparison with yours? Your worst day is better than our best day! And look, 
God gave you those two Midianite princes! We have nothing on you!” Gideon strokes the egos 
of these vain men. And their anger subsides.   

The men of Ephraim’s anger reveals a profound desire for self-glory. These warriors 
don’t rejoice in God’s deliverance. They don’t glorify God. Instead, they’re angry; they’re upset 
because they didn’t get a larger share of the glory.   

And this is one way that pride surfaces in our lives; in the desire for credit; for acclaim; 
for recognition. Pride demands a share in God’s glory. When God acts, he alone deserves the 
glory. In Isaiah 48:11, God says, “I will not give my glory to another.” And that statement just 
makes every prideful fiber of our being bristle, doesn’t it? Deep down, I want a piece of the 
glory pie. Now, I wouldn’t readily admit this. And neither would most people. Few would say, 
“Ok. Listen up everyone. I just want to be clear: I’m in it for me; for my glory.” But this desire for 
self-glory runs deep; and it can shape us at a subconscious level.  

For example, it can subtly shape your perspective on life. If someone were to make a 
movie of your life, who would be the hero?3

The desire for self-glory can shape our perspective on life. It can also shape our 
responses to other people. How do you respond when God blesses the people around you? Are 
you genuinely excited? Or, do you feel a twinge of sadness when others succeed?   

 I’ll be honest; the hero of my movie is me! 
Everyone else plays a supporting role. I’m at the center of every scene. Every pivotal plot-twist 
hinges on me. And that perception can distort my view of reality, because I approach life as if 
I’m the protagonist. And so I wonder; “how does God fit into the story of my life?” But that is 
the wrong question; because according to the Bible, God is writing a story. He’s making a 
movie; the true story of the world. And Jesus is the hero. I’m not. At best, I’m extra #16 in scene 
2458. I’m the moron in the background who trips and knocks someone over while Jesus is 
walking down the street. And so are you. And hopefully, by God’s providential kindness, we 
somehow advance God’s plot. That’s our role. Perspective is crucial. The real question isn’t, 
“how is God relevant to my story?”, but “am I relevant to God’s story; to the true story of the 
world?” So if we ask, “how does God fit into my work, or my family, or my church, or my 
recreation?”, we’ve made a crucial misstep. That’s the wrong question. The real question is, 
“does my work, or my ministry, or my recreation do anything to advance God’s purposes? Does 
my life count for God’s kingdom in any meaningful way?”   

Two German universities recently did a joint study on social media and envy. And 
researchers discovered a link between social media usage and depression. Here’s what they 
found: when people learned of their friends’ vacations, love lives, or work successes through 

                                                           
3 Illustration adapted from Tim Chester, You Can Change: God’s Transforming Power Over Our Sinful Behavior 

and Negative Emotions (Wheaton, Ill: Crossway, 2010).   
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Facebook, it often caused feelings of envy, and even misery and loneliness.4

This has certainly been true for me. Here’s the twisted kind of thinking that pastors are 
susceptible to. When a church is shrinking, my reflex is to assume that they’re doing something 
wrong. And I begin to speculate about causes, since apparently I have prophetic insight about 
their situation. On the other hand, when a church is growing, my reflex is not to assume they’re 
doing something right. I’m skeptical. I question whether they’re growing in the right ways, or 
for the right reasons. My reflex is not to praise God for their growth. And I’ve been trying to 
correct this. In a sense, I’m acting just like the men of Ephraim. The bottom line is this: if I’m 
only excited about what God is doing through me or for me, then I’m not living for God’s glory. 
I’m living for my own.   

 And this led some 
people to discontinue using Facebook altogether. We have difficulty rejoicing in the success of 
others, don’t we?  

When God blesses other people, how do you respond? Can you get rejoice over 
someone else’s promotion? Over someone else’s marriage? Over someone else’s pregnancy? 
Over someone else’s raise? Over someone else’s kid doing well in school? Over someone else’s 
grade point average, or athletic accomplishments? Over someone else’s ministry success? If you 
can’t, you may be living for your own glory.   

B. Pride Demands a Share in God’s Justice (8:4-21): The men of Ephraim demand a  
share in God’s glory. Their pride is apparent. But at first, Gideon seems different. He appears to 
be a wise and humble diplomat. But as the narrative progresses, it becomes clear that Gideon’s 
diplomacy isn’t driven by humility.5

“And Gideon came to the Jordan and crossed over, he and the 300 men who were with 
him, exhausted yet pursuing. 5 So he said to the men of Succoth, "Please give loaves of bread to 
the people who follow me, for they are exhausted, and I am pursuing after Zebah and 
Zalmunna, the kings of Midian." 6 And the officials of Succoth said, "Are the hands of Zebah and 
Zalmunna already in your hand, that we should give bread to your army?"  7 So Gideon said, 
"Well then, when the LORD has given Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, I will flail your flesh 
with the thorns of the wilderness and with briers." 8 And from there he went up to Penuel, and 
spoke to them in the same way, and the men of Penuel answered him as the men of Succoth had 
answered.  9 And he said to the men of Penuel, "When I come again in peace, I will break down 
this tower."  10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with their army, about 15,000 men, all 
who were left of all the army of the people of the East, for there had fallen 120,000 men who 
drew the sword.  11 And Gideon went up by the way of the tent dwellers east of Nobah and 

 Gideon is also filled with pride. He feigns humility before 
the men of Ephraim. But deep down, he is eager to administer God’s justice, and to exercise 
God’s authority. Let’s look at Gideon’s thirst for vengeance, starting in verse 4.  

                                                           
4 Krasnova, H., Wenninger, H., Widjaja, T., & Buxmann, P. (2013). Envy on Facebook: A Hidden Threat to Users’ 

Life Satisfaction?. In 11th International Conference on Wirtschaftsinformatik (WI), Leipzig, Germany 
5 Tim Keller, Judges for You (Epsom, Surrey, UK: The Good Book Company, 2013); 94.   



5 
 

Jogbehah and attacked the army, for the army felt secure. 12 And Zebah and Zalmunna fled, and 
he pursued them and captured the two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and he threw all 
the army into a panic. 13 Then Gideon the son of Joash returned from the battle by the ascent of 
Heres. 14 And he captured a young man of Succoth and questioned him. And he wrote down for 
him the officials and elders of Succoth, seventy-seven men. 15 And he came to the men of 
Succoth and said, "Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, about whom you taunted me, saying, 'Are the 
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hand, that we should give bread to your men who 
are exhausted?'" 16 And he took the elders of the city, and he took thorns of the wilderness and 
briers and with them taught the men of Succoth a lesson. 17 And he broke down the tower of 
Penuel and killed the men of the city. 18 “Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, "Where are the 
men whom you killed at Tabor?" They answered, "As you are, so were they. Every one of them 
resembled the son of a king." 19 And he said, "They were my brothers, the sons of my mother. As 
the LORD lives, if you had saved them alive, I would not kill you." 20 So he said to Jether his 
firstborn, "Rise and kill them!" But the young man did not draw his sword, for he was afraid, 
because he was still a young man. 21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, "Rise yourself and fall 
upon us, for as the man is, so is his strength." And Gideon arose and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, 
and he took the crescent ornaments that were on the necks of their camels.”  

This incident reveals the true motives of Gideon’s heart. Gideon and his 300 men 
continue pursuing the Midianites. They chase after two Midianite kings; Zebah and Zalumnah. 
And if this seems strange, it should. God has already driven the Midianites from the land. The 
decisive victory has been won. Moreover, we know that Gideon is naturally timid. So what 
would compel him to hunt down these two kings? Verse 19 reveals Gideon’s motivation. 
Apparently, Zebah and Zalumnah had killed Gideon’s brothers. This occurred sometime during 
Midian’s occupation of Israel. And Gideon had somehow become aware of it. And now, he’s out 
for blood. But notice; his focus has shifted. Initially, Gideon was focused on delivering the 
nation. He followed God into battle, and God used him to deliver the Israelites. But national 
deliverance is no longer in Gideon’s purview.6

As Gideon pursues these kings, he asks for assistance from two Israelite villages; 
Succoth, and Penuel. And shockingly, both towns refuse to help! They say, “First kill those kings, 
and then we’ll help you.” These people still live in fear of the Midianites. They assume that if 
Gideon doesn’t defeat these kings, Israel will still be subject to Midian. So, they refuse to show 
Gideon support, for fear of reprisal from their oppressors. Clearly, Israel is a divided nation. The 
people can’t even unite to defeat a common enemy!  

 This is a personal vendetta. Gideon is thirsty for 
vengeance. But his bloodlust creates more problems than it solves.  

But Gideon does nothing to unify the people. In fact, he makes the situation worse. He 
tells the men of Succoth, “When I come back here, I’ll flog each of you with a whip.” And then, 
he tells the people of Penuel, “When I return to you, I’ll destroy your tower.” Gideon eventually 
                                                           

6Daniel I. Block, Judges, Ruth (NAC 6: Nashville: B & H Publishing, 1999); 287.   
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catches the two kings. And then, his cruel character is exposed. First, he captures a man from 
Succoth. And he forces this man to list the officials in his hometown. Keep in mind, this man is a 
fellow Israelite. Then, Gideon returns to Succoth. He finds every man on the list. And, as verse 
16 says, he teaches them a lesson. That’s a euphemism, by the way. Gideon didn’t lecture these 
men on national unity. He flogged them with a whip. Gideon then goes back to Penuel. He 
destroys the city’s defensive tower. And then, he kills every man in the city! So Gideon goes 
well beyond his initial threat. He murders his own people.  

Finally, Gideon deals with the two kings. He isn’t content simply to execute them. He 
also wants to humiliate them. And he commands his oldest son, Jether, to carry out the 
execution. Gideon wants to dishonor these kings by having his young boy kill them. But he isn’t 
just being cruel to the kings, but also to his own son. Jether is clearly traumatized by his dad’s 
request. He refuses to carry out the execution. So Gideon does it himself.   

Gideon seeks to avenge his brothers. But in the process, he commits several atrocities. 
He tortures and kills his own countrymen. And he traumatizes his own son. Gideon isn’t 
pursuing God’s honor, but his own. When the villagers refuse to help him, he doesn’t say, 
“you’re rebelling against God.” In verse 15, he says, “you taunted me” (verse 15). He has taken 
God’s army, and made it his personal militia.7

God is the only righteous judge. And he will judge the earth. He will right every wrong. 
In Romans 12, Paul says we should leave room for the wrath of God (Romans 12:19). But pride 
tempts us to take matters into our hands. And it also causes us to overreact. Have you ever 
noticed that people aren’t very good at avenging themselves? Gideon’s story certainly 
illustrates this.  

 He doesn’t think that God’s justice is sufficient. 
So he takes matters into his own hands.   

I know this from experience, because I used to work with Junior Highers. One year, I had 
this crazy group of 8th grade guys. Many of them had a profound sense of justice. But they 
always wanted to avenge themselves. So situations often got out of hand. One kid would say 
something. Then, another kid would say something worse. Then, someone would throw a dirt 
clod. And all of a sudden, kids just would start throwing rocks at each other. People would get 
injured. Innocent bystanders would get pelted. So I’d intervene. I’d break up the rock fight. And 
then I’d ask what happened. And to a man, they’d all justify themselves. And you already know 
what each of them said; “he started it.” And I’d say, “yes, one of you did “start it.” But you also 
just pelted an innocent 11 year-old girl with a rock. And I found that to be quite unjust. So, I’d 
like to avenge her, by throwing rocks at you.” Don’t worry, I didn’t actually throw rocks.   

We’re not good at avenging ourselves. And this doesn’t change as we get older. And I 
know this, because I own a car, and I drive it. Sometimes, I speed up so that people can’t get 
into my lane. Why? Because it wouldn’t be fair for them to get in front of me, that why. That’s 
crazy, isn’t it? According to Triple A, over half of all driving fatalities are caused by aggressive  
                                                           

7 Block, 290.   
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driving.8

When we avenge ourselves, we don’t act as detached observers. Our honor is on the 
line. And, just like Gideon, we tend to get too emotional; to lash out; and to make things worse. 
There are many ways to do this. Maybe you harbor bitterness against someone. And you 
wouldn’t physically hurt them. But you occasionally fantasize about causing them pain. Or 
maybe, you secretly rejoice when they encounter hardship. Maybe you speak evil against them. 
Or maybe, you just poison the well. You insert little comments into conversations, so that 
people will form negative judgments against them. Maybe you’re a passive-aggressive avenger. 
You don’t lovingly confront people. But you use social media to make underhanded jabs at 
those who annoy you. Or, maybe you act cold and distant from your spouse, even after they’ve 
apologized, just to get your point across. There are many insidious ways to seek vengeance. I 
don’t know what you do. But I do know that we aren’t impartial. And in our quest for 
vengeance, we can do great harm.   

    

C. Pride Demands a Share in God’s Authority (8:22-28): Pride demands a share in  
God’s glory, and a share in God’s justice. Finally, pride demands a share in God’s authority.  

Let’s read on. “Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, "Rule over us, you and your son 
and your grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian." 23 Gideon said to 
them, "I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the LORD will rule over you." 24 
And Gideon said to them, "Let me make a request of you: every one of you give me the earrings 
from his spoil." (For they had golden earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.) 25 And they 
answered, "We will willingly give them." And they spread a cloak, and every man threw in it the 
earrings of his spoil. 26 And the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was 1,700 
shekels of gold, besides the crescent ornaments and the pendants and the purple garments 
worn by the kings of Midian, and besides the collars that were around the necks of their camels. 
27 And Gideon made an ephod of it and put it in his city, in Ophrah. And all Israel whored after it 
there, and it became a snare to Gideon and to his family. 28 So Midian was subdued before the 
people of Israel, and they raised their heads no more. And the land had rest forty years in the 
days of Gideon.”  

Now, this section is both funny and tragic. God has delivered Israel in dramatic fashion. 
But this doesn’t cause the people to submit to him as King. Instead, the people ask Gideon to 
rule over them! Now remember; a few moments ago, some of the Israelites were furious with 
Gideon. And others refused to his supply his army with food. This nation is hopelessly confused. 
The people know they need to be unified. But once again, they make a godless decision. And 
once again, Gideon feigns humility. He says, “I’m not your king, God is.” Gideon says the right 
thing. He refuses the title of king. But he craves the authority of this position. And amazingly, he 
begins to act like the de facto king. He demands tribute from the Israelites. He begins to amass 

                                                           
8See  https://www.aaafoundation.org/aggressivedriving?button=AggressiveDriving&gclid=CLnz_saT_LoCFaN_  

QgodaD     k AGQ. 

https://www.aaafoundation.org/aggressivedriving?button=AggressiveDriving&gclid=CLnz_saT_LoCFaN_%20%20QgodaD%20%20%20%20%20k%20AGQ�
https://www.aaafoundation.org/aggressivedriving?button=AggressiveDriving&gclid=CLnz_saT_LoCFaN_%20%20QgodaD%20%20%20%20%20k%20AGQ�


8 
 

great wealth. And later in the chapter, we learn that he begins to acquire wives and concubines. 
And Gideon ultimately names one of his sons, “Abimelech,” which means, “My father is king”! 
Gideon is fooling no one. He clearly wants to be the king. And tragically, his pride leads him 
away from God. He uses the gold he’s amassed to build an idol. He erects it in his own 
hometown. He consolidates his power there. And he leads all of Israel back into false worship. 
And sadly, this brings Gideon’s story full circle. Remember, when God calls Gideon to lead 
Israel, he commands him to tear down the idol in his hometown. And now, Gideon rebuilds the 
idol. In verse 28, the narrator says that the land enjoyed rest during the time of Gideon. But we 
know that this was a compromised rest.9

God placed Gideon in a position of authority. But Gideon used his position to further his 
own interests, rather than God’s. And this is a clear sign of pride; pride demands a share of 
God’s authority. When we use God-given authority to advance our personal agendas, we have 
exalted ourselves above God. And when we misuse authority, we often abuse it. And the 
people around us suffer. 

 The people are delivered from physical oppression. 
But Gideon leads them right back into spiritual bondage. Israel has made no spiritual progress. 

Obviously, this passage has implications for anyone in a position of authority. But today, 
I just want to apply it for parents. A few months ago, I started getting more frustrated with our 
kids. And I started to realize that my anger was rooted in pride. When my kids disobeyed, I 
wasn’t concerned about their relationship with God. I was concerned about my honor. I wasn’t 
grieved that they were disobeying God. I was irritated that they were disrespecting me. And 
this caused me to be harsh and impatient; to demand immediate compliance. My anger had 
nothing to do with God’s honor. It had everything to do with my comfort, and convenience. And 
I realized that my perspective on authority was skewed. I thought my authority entitled me to 
certain privileges. And I demanded compliance simply so that I could have an easier, more 
comfortable life. God gives us authority over our children to advance his agenda, not ours. And 
this should shape the way we train and discipline our kids. If my goal is to raise kids who love 
God, and gladly submit to him, then I will correct their behavior. But I will do so patiently. I will 
do so consistently. I will constantly reaffirm my love for them. I won’t be emotionally distant. I’ll 
spend lots of time praying for my kids. And I will take a long-term view of parenting. I won’t get 
flustered by every act of rebellion. Instead, I’ll be longsuffering. And I’ll remember that my 
ultimate goal isn’t to have kids who bow before my sovereignty, but who bow before the feet 
of Jesus, and follow after him.  

 
Pride demands a share in God’s glory, his justice, and his authority. And when we 

demand a stake in these things, we dishonor God, and damage the people around us. And only 
the gospel can free us from such pride. God delivered Israel to humble them. He alone 
accomplished their salvation. And had they remembered this, they wouldn’t have boasted.  
                                                           

9 Keller, 98.   
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God delivers us in the same way. He delivers us in such a way that we can’t boast. God 
sent to Jesus to earth to save us. Jesus lived the life we were intended to live, so that we could 
be credited with his perfect record of righteousness. And he died the death we deserved to die, 
bearing God’s punishment against sin, so that we don’t have to. And Jesus rose from the dead 
to defeat sin and death, and restore us to God. God saves us by giving Christ our sin, and by 
giving us Christ’s righteousness. So when it comes to salvation, we only bring one thing to the 
table; sin! That’s it. God doesn’t save you because of who you are, or what you have, or what 
you’ve done. The only thing that qualifies you for salvation is your desperate need to be saved. 
And that’s humbling. God saves you in such a way that you can’t take any credit. But if you can’t 
do anything to earn salvation, you also can’t do anything to lose it. You are totally secure in 
God’s love. So that is both completely humbling and completely liberating. If you’ve never 
asked God to save you, you can do so now. Confess your pride to God. Tell him that you’ve 
ignored him, that you’ve sinned; that you’ve done wrong. Thank him for placing your sin on 
Jesus. Trust in Jesus; that he has delivered you from sin through his death and resurrection. And 
ask him to come into your life and make you the person he wants you to be. The gospel can 
save you from sin. And as you believe it day after day, it can deliver you from pride. Let’s pray.  

©2013 Creekside Community Church. All rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quoted was  
From the English Standard Bible (ESV) which is a trademark of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. 
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The Timid Warrior: Part III (Judges 8:1-28) 

I. Pride Demands a Share in God’s Glory (8:1-3) 

 

 

 

II. Pride Demands a Share in God’s Justice (8:4-21)  

 

 

 

III. Pride Demands a Share in God’s Authority (8:22-28) 

 

For Further Thought And Discussion  

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 
2. Augustine said that pride is the “mother” of all sins, because it gives birth to every other 

sin. Do you agree? What are some common manifestations of pride (the attempt to 
place self above God) in our culture?   

Going Deeper  

3. How does God deliver Israel from the Midianites (see chapter 7)? Why does he deliver 
them in this way (7:2)? Why is the tribe of Ephraim’s response to God’s deliverance 
inappropriate (8:1-3)? Why is Gideon’s (8:4-28)?  

4. The Israelites ask Gideon to be their king (8:22). What does this reveal about their 
relationship with God (see Deuteronomy 17:14-20, esp. v. 15; Judges 17:6; 21:25)?   

5. Gideon rejects the offer of kingship (v. 23), but then begins to act like the king (see vv. 
24-28; vv. 30-31)! Why do you think Gideon says one thing, but does another?  

Application:  

6. Because of pride, we might demand a share in God’s glory, justice, or authority. Which 
of these is most tempting to you? Do you idolize acclaim (“I want to honor!”), justice (“I 
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want vengeance!”), or authority (“I want control!”)? How can the gospel – the good 
news that God alone saves – free you from this?   

7. What’s one thing you can do this week to apply this passage?  

 

 

 

 

 


