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Totally Saved! 
I think one thing that kept me from becoming a Christian for a long time was growing up in the particular church I 
grew up in.  My parents took us every Sunday and I was bored out of my mind.  One of my clearest memories is the 
ceiling of our little church building because I spent so many Sundays sitting between Mom and Dad, completely 
tuning out a sermon about I don’t know what and instead daydreaming as I gazed up at the sanctuary ceiling with 
its ancient oak beams.  That for me was Christianity; neither good nor bad, just irrelevant and uninteresting; and so 
after I left the church, whenever people talked to me about Christ, I assumed I’d already tried that and it hadn’t 
worked.  I think my experience is pretty common. Years ago I remember hearing somebody say, “Most people 
have not rejected Christ but a caricature of Christianity.”  Most people have not rejected the real Jesus but only a 
facsimile – and that was certainly true in my case.  When I discovered the real Jesus and what following Him really 
meant, it was something I have never heard about before; and my life was changed forever.  There are two 
common caricatures of Christianity which many people mistake for the genuine article; religion and irreligion; 
legalism and lawlessness.  They look like opposites but they are really two wings on the same bird.  Religion says 
that God accepts me because I live the way He wants me to live.  Irreligion says that God accepts me so I can live 
anyway I want.  Religious folks are legalists; they are known for their rules.  “Don’t do that.  Don’t go there.  Don’t 
eat, don’t touch, don’t dance, and don’t wear.” That’s Christianity for religious folks.  Irreligious folks are known for 
their absence of convictions.  They think they can do anything because they believe that salvation is a get out of jail 
free card.  God has already forgiven them so obedience is unnecessary.  By the way, that was the church I grew up 
in.  People showed up on Sunday but it didn’t seem to make any difference in the way they lived for the rest of the 
week.  That’s why I thought Christianity was weak, powerless and irrelevant.  What do religion and irreligion have 
in common?  They are just two wings on the bird of unbelief.  Religious people don’t believe they need to be saved 
from anything and irreligious people don’t believe they have been saved for anything.  Neither understands the 
depth of our problem or the power of God’s solution; that we are far worse off than we can ever imagine and far 
more loved than we can ever hope.       

This morning as we continue our journey through Paul’s letter to Titus, we’re going to look at one of the clearest 
descriptions in the Bible about what real Christianity is: what we are saved from; what we are saved for; and how 
we’re saved.  Both religion and irreligion limit the scope of salvation and that’s why I entitled this passage, “Totally 
Saved.”  This morning as we look at the total salvation Jesus provides, I want to look at three aspects. 

1. Freed from the Penalty of Sin (or past salvation) 
2. Freed from the Power of Sin  (or present salvation) 
3. Freed from the Presence of Sin (or future salvation) 

This fall we’re looking at Paul’s letter to Titus in a series called, Good News about Good Works because the theme 
of this letter is that the more we understand and believe the good news of the gospel, the more active we will be 
in doing good.  We aren’t saved because we do good: we do good because we’re saved. God’s free goodness to us 
in Christ motivates us to treat others the way He has treated us.   Paul and Titus recently began a number of new 
churches on the island of Crete which are already struggling to survive and Paul leaves Titus on the island to get 
these young congregations to the place where they can not only survive but grow.  Last week we looked at the first 
part of chapter 2 and Paul’s instructions to Titus about applying the gospel to the everyday lives of the Christians in 
Crete and how belief in the gospel will produce good works.  Beginning with vs. 11 Paul explains why the more we 



understand and believe the gospel, the more our lives will change. “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and 
godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for 
His own possession, zealous for good deeds.” (Titus 2:11-14)  Paul summarizes the entire New Testament in four 
verses. Notice that he talks about two appearances; the appearance of God’s grace and the appearance of God’s 
glory.  The appearance of God’s grace refers to Jesus’ first coming to earth and the appearance of God’s glory 
refers to Jesus’ second coming.  Vs. 11-14 encompasses what happened when Jesus came, what will happen when 
Jesus returns and everything in between in the entire story of salvation.   

First, Paul explains how we have been saved from the penalty for our sin – which we could call past salvation. 
Remember Paul is explaining why those who believe the gospel will be doing good in the world; why salvation 
changes more than our opinions about God; it also changes our behavior. “For the grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation to all men…”  What is grace? Grace is short hand for all that God does for us, and not because 
we deserve it but solely because He loves us.  Grace is undeserved kindness, unearned good will, mercy rather 
than judgment, and help rather than demands. Grace is God doing for me what I cannot do for myself.  When did 
God’s grace appear? When Jesus appeared; God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, full of 
grace and truth.  Jesus is the grace of God, sent to earth to do for us what we are unable to do for ourselves, 
bringing salvation to all men.   Grace brings salvation which is free and irrespective of merit or performance.  That’s 
why it brings salvation to all; to the very best people and to the very worst.  Grace isn’t grace if it is based upon our 
performance: it is only grace if it is based upon God’s performance and unmerited goodness and mercy.  Salvation 
can only be for all if salvation is wholly by grace.  Salvation begins with God and is motivated by His love; not our 
performance or merit.  Now the natural question vs. 11 raises is that if God’s grace bring salvation to all men, why 
aren’t all saved?  In the context of Titus 2, where Paul has listed older men, younger men, older women and 
younger women as well as slaves as people all saved by grace, “all men” in verse 11 refers to all humans without 
distinction of age, sex, or social standing. "All men," in this context, does not mean each and every individual, 
rather it "describes individual classes, or various ranks of life.  Grace makes everybody equal because everybody is 
saved the same way; by what God does rather than what we are or do.  This is why a Christian should never be a 
racist or a sexist or engage in class warfare or think of any group of people as inferior to themselves.  Grace is 
where the idea that “all men are created equal” originally came from.  Every other philosophy and religion divides 
people into classes, castes and groups with some at the top of the ladder and others at the bottom.  But grace 
makes everybody equal because grace is based upon who God is, not upon who we are.  If we look down upon 
anyone, we don’t yet get grace. 

Now how does God’s grace in Christ bring salvation to all men?  First, by releasing us from the penalty of our sins; 
look at vs. 14. “…Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us –  Let’s think about that for a minute. Jesus loved me so 
much that He gave Himself for me.  He voluntarily died as my substitute.  Jesus sacrificed Himself, dying in our 
place on the cross and bearing the punishment for our sins in order “to redeem us from every lawless deed…” 
Salvation is first of all being saved or rescued from something and in this case, Jesus saves us from our sins - from 
every sin we’ve ever committed or will commit.  Jesus’ final words on the cross were, “It is finished” literally “It is 
paid in full.”  Redemption means to buy; as in buying a slave to set him free or paying a ransom for a prisoner.  
Jesus paid the price for our salvation.  He died the death we deserved to die so that God can declare us forgiven 
and promise that our sins and lawless deeds He will remember no more.  That’s grace – God paying our debt for us 
rather than making us pay it.  We’ll never understand the reason for the cross until we understand the desperate 
situation our lawless deeds and disobedience to God’s commands put us into.  The Bible says the soul that sins 
shall surely die; our deeds condemned us to eternal death and God couldn’t simply overlook what we’ve done or 



else He would be unjust.  But at the cross, God’s perfect justice and perfect love meet.  The just punishment for 
our sins is born by the Son of God in our place because of His great love for us.  So salvation is first of all being 
freed from the penalty for our sins.  Hebrews 10;14 promises that by one offering – Christ’s sacrifice of Himself for 
us – God has made us perfect forever.  My relationship with God will never be based upon my obedience but upon 
Christ’s.  Let me ask you a question.  How many of your sins were future when Jesus died in your place? All of them; 
yet Jesus says, “It is paid in full.”  All our sins were paid for in advance – every lawless deed - if we accept Christ’s 
payment by faith.  I am as righteous today as I will be a million years from now because my righteousness is based 
upon Christ’s sacrifice in my behalf, never on my performance. I was reading the account of our original fall in the 
Garden of Eden this week and I noticed that the first effect sin had on the man and woman was shame.  They 
suddenly became self-aware and realized they were naked and covered themselves up, hiding from one another.  
When God came looking for them, they were afraid and hid from Him as well.  Don’t miss the pattern because it 
has shaped us ever since.  Sin leads to shame which leads to fear which leads to hiding which prevents us from 
connecting with God and with each other.  We’re unable to be honest and vulnerable with God because we’re 
ashamed of what we are and afraid of what He’ll think or say. That’s what we need to remind ourselves every time 
we stumble and do wrong that Christ paid for that sin too and nothing can separate me from the love of God which 
is in Christ. That’s one problem with religion.  Not only does religion base a relationship with God on our 
performance rather than his, religion has no provision for failure.  Ghandi said that his sins separated him from the 
one he sought and that is the conclusion all sincerely religious people come to: they find that not only are they 
unable to keep the rules but unable to free themselves of the guilt of those failures; because only God’s grace 
frees us from the penalty of our sins.  

Salvation is being saved from something but it is also being saved for something; and that brings us to the second 
thing we learn about salvation from vs. 11-14.  We are freed from the power of sin.  We need to be saved from 
what we do; we also need to be saved from what we are.  God doesn’t just clean up the cobwebs by His grace in 
Christ, He kills the spider.  Grace not only forgives our sins, grace frees us from the sin which produces those sins.  
Let’s look at verse 14 again. “Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to 
purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.” Christ sacrifices Himself to redeem us 
from all we have done and to purify us for Himself.  He saves us from what we’ve done and from what we are.  
That’s what Peter means in Acts 3:26 when he says, "For you first, God raised up His Servant and sent Him to bless 
you by turning every one {of you} from your wicked ways."  How does Jesus bless us?  By changing our lives, by 
freeing us from our wicked ways which are cursing our lives.  That’s Paul’s point in Romans 6, the chapter of the 
Bible which has changed my life more than any other.  Paul asks the question in vs. 1, “What shall we say then?  
Are we to continue in sin that grace may increase? Paul asks the question that many ask once they understand the 
extent of God’s grace, once they understand that God has already forgiven not only every sin we’ve ever 
committed but every sin we’ll ever commit.  Why obey?  Isn’t grace a get out of jail free card?  Doesn’t grace mean 
I can live any way I want because I know God has already forgiven me?  Paul replies, “May it never be!  How shall 
we who have died to sin still live in it?”  Paul explains how when Christ comes into our life, everything that is true 
of Him becomes true of us.  He died, so we die.  The person we were, the slave to sin, dies.  The old John Bruce is 
put to death.  Why?  Just as Jesus was raised from the dead, we are raised from the dead as a new creation, a child 
of God, free from the tyranny of sin.  So when Jesus comes into my life, I instantly experience a death, burial and 
resurrection.  The person I used to be is gone.  I look the same on the outside but I am a totally new person on the 
inside, with a new heart and a new nature who wants what God wants.  Paul’s argument is that when Christ saves 
us, He really saves us.  I shouldn’t continue to live the way I used to live because I’m no longer the person I used to 
be.  In fact, Paul summarizes his argument in vs. 14 of Romans 6, “For sin shall not be master over you for you are 
not under law but under grace.” Shall we continue to sin because we’re under grace? No.  Grace not only forgives 
our sins, grace frees us from sin.  Grace makes me a new person so I can live a new life.  That’s why Paul reminds 
Titus that Christ gave Himself for us on the cross not only to redeem us from our lawless deeds but to purify a 
people for His own possession.  The grace of God in Christ not only frees us from the penalty for our sins, but also 
from the power of our sins which created our problems in the first place.   
 



Now it’s very important to notice that we are involved in this process.  God’s grace works through us, not apart 
from us.  We must cooperate with grace.  For years I prayed that God would give me victory over a particularly 
stubborn sin; that He would wave His magic wand over me and that I would never have any desire to sin in this 
way again.  And for years I thought that prayer went unanswered – until I studied Romans 6 and realized that God 
had already answered my prayer.  He had already freed me from this sin’s power.  I just needed to believe it and 
act on it.  So the next time I was tempted, rather than praying that God would take it away, I just said, “No” - and 
the temptation disappeared.  I discovered I already had all the power I needed.  I just needed to use it.  God’s 
grace had been there all along.  I just had to believe it and apply it.  Let’s look at verse 12 of Titus 2 again.  Notice 
that the grace of God instructs us “..to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and 
godly in the present age…” Who denies ungodliness and worldly desires?  I do.  Who chooses to live sensibly, 
righteously and godly in the present age?  I do.  Grace is not God doing it for me.  Grace is God instructing me to do 
it and giving me the power to implement that choice. Grace doesn’t make effort unnecessary.  Grace makes effort 
possible.  That’s why Paul writes in 1 Cor. 15:10, “By the grace of God I am what I am and His grace did not prove 
vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”  Notice that phrase, “the 
grace of God with me.”  Grace did not make Paul’s labor unnecessary.  Grace made Paul’s labor possible.  The 
Christian life is a partnership between God and me.  We labor together.  That’s what Paul means in Phil 2:12-13. 
“So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to 
work for {His} good pleasure.”  Who works, God or me? We both work.  I work out what God works in.  God does 
not work in me in such a way that makes my obedience unnecessary but rather in a way that makes my obedience 
possible.  He does not take away my free choice or individuality or turn me into His robot but instead instructs me 
and works on  my understanding, will, conscience, and affections, so that I not only want to obey but am able to 
obey.  Grace is not God obeying for me so that all I have to do is to let go and to let God.  Grace is God enabling me 
to choose to work with Him in partnership.  The more I work, the more I see God work.  The more I choose to obey, 
trusting that God will give me grace to carry through on that choice, the more I experience God’s power in my life.  
That’s why I did not experience victory of that pesky sin until I began to cooperate with grace and say no to sin and 
yes to God.  Look at how God describes the new relationship people will have with Him under the new covenant 
which Christ will initiate. "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove 
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk 
in my statutes and you will be careful to observe my ordinances.” (Ezek 36:26-27)  The grace of God instructs us.  
He gives us a new heart and a new spirit of obedience to His commands rather than rebellion.  One of the first 
changes you notice when Christ comes to live in your life and you are born again is that your desires change.  The 
things that used to feel natural begin to feel unnatural and the things that used to feel unnatural begin to feel 
natural because God not only frees us from our lawless deeds, He frees us from who we are.  He makes us new. 
However we still have to choose to live as that new person, and growth in grace is making those choices more and 
more consistently over time.  Face it, we’re all slow learners.  We all blow it regularly.  But since God’s grace in 
Christ not only forgives our sins but frees us from sin, we should see a slowly growing level of consistency in saying 
no to ungodliness and the desires of our culture and to living self-controlled, righteous and godly in this present 
age because grace not only instructs and empowers us, it motivates us. 
 

Notice one more thing about being freed from the power of sin.  Because we’re new people with new hearts and 
new spirits, we have new desires.  Vs. 14 says that Jesus gave Himself for us “to purify for Himself a people for His 
own possession, zealous for good deeds.” Jesus has saved us from what we were and made us His own.  We belong 
to Him and no longer to the world, the flesh and the devil.  That is why the world, the flesh and the devil can no 
longer satisfy us; why things we used to enjoy feel empty now.  Jesus has ruined us for this world.  We belong to 
Him and He alone can satisfy us now because He has put His nature in us.  He has made us zealous for good deeds, 
motivated to do good and not evil.  The most miserable people in the world are disobedient Christians because 
they are trying to live an unnatural life, trying to find happiness in things Jesus has ruined them for.  We belong to 
Him and we will only find true happiness in living wholly for Him. Our relationship with Him makes us zealous for 
good deeds because the more we do good, the more of Him we experience.  We are His possessions and the more 
of ourselves we give to Him, the more we experience the joy of who we really are. Let’s make this practical.  Ask 



yourself, what is one thing in my life that doesn’t yet belong to Jesus that I could give to Him in order to experience 
more of Him and of His purpose for my life?  Where do I not behave as if this thing belongs to Christ?  Maybe it’s 
money; you know that Jesus wants you to be more generous and trust Him to provide.  Maybe it’s time; you know 
that Jesus wants you to give more of your time to Him rather than to other things.  Maybe it’s movies or TV; you 
know that watching certain movies or shows doesn’t help your relationship with Jesus.  Maybe it’s a neighbor; you 
know that Jesus wants you to reach out and help them in some way.  I don’t know what area of your life Jesus 
wants but you probably do.  Give Him that area for the next week and see if you aren’t happier, more energetic, 
freer and more courageous as a result.  See if you don’t experience the joy, power and grace of His presence in a 
more powerful way as You give Him the full use of what He purchased at the cross. Grace frees us from the penalty 
of our sins.  Grace frees us from the power of our sin and it’s important to keep the order straight.  We obey 
because we’re saved, not so that we will be saved.  Just as God first delivered Israel from their slavery in Egypt and 
then gave them His law, so Christ first delivers us from sin and then gives us His commands.  We obey because 
we’re saved, because we’re loved, because we’re accepted – not so that we will be.  Grace frees us from the 
penalty of sin, from the power of sin and one day from the very presence of sin. 

The presence of sin is the difference between earth and heaven.  Things die in this world because of sin.  Things 
don’t work in this world because of sin.  Pain, disease, suffering, loss – all the misery of this world is ultimately 
because humans rebelled against God.  The good news of the story of the Bible is that God loves us anyway and 
will restore both us and creation to what it was before sin invaded.  We are not totally saved until we are saved 
from the very presence of sin.  That’s why Paul tells Titus that grace instructs us to look “…for the blessed hope and 
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus… ” In the story of the Bible, there are two 
appearances of Christ. Paul calls the first the appearance of God’s grace and the second he calls the appearance of 
God’s glory.  The first time Jesus visits the earth, He brings the grace of God and salvation to all who will accept it.  
When He comes again, He brings the glory of God as He reigns in glory over a restored earth where evil, sorrow, 
injustice, suffering, disease and even death are banished forever.  Isaiah says the lion will lay down with the lamb, 
the nations will learn war no more and God will wipe away every tear.  The earth will be as it was originally 
intended to be – and that is both good news and bad.  The coming glory of God is good news for God’s people, to 
those who have been saved from their sins and reconciled to God and adopted into His family; but bad news for 
the rebel and for those who refused to accept God’s free offer of amnesty through Christ.  Jesus will return as the 
just judge and avenger of every evil deed and will wipe out all evil and sin to restore the creation to its original 
beauty and goodness.   

I once spent a summer in Mexico with the great Christian apologist, Walter Martin, who was an expert on both 
cults and defending the faith and he told me about a debate he once had with a noted atheist on a radio talk show 
in New York City.  The atheist trotted out the old argument, “If God is all powerful, He could eliminate all evil and if 
He is all loving, He would eliminate all evil, and yet evil and suffering continues.  How then can you believe in the 
God of the Bible?  Martin asks, “So you maintain that if God really could wipe out all evil, He would if He were as 
loving as the Bible says He is and so the continuing presence in the world of evil proves that such a god could not 
exist, right?”  “Right,” replies the atheist.  “Well, it is 11:55 right now.  In 5 minutes, let’s say you become 
omnipotent.  At midnight, you can tell us how you would eliminate all evil from the world.”  They take a 
commercial break and when they come back on the air, Martin says, “Bill is now officially omnipotent and is going 
to explain what he thinks a loving, all-powerful God would do to eliminate all evil, suffering and injustice from the 
world right now.  So what are you going to do, Bill?”  Complete silence.  The atheist could say nothing because he 
suddenly realized that to eliminate evil, he would have to eliminate people by either destroying them or 
controlling them.  If God were to eliminate all evil from the world tonight at midnight, how many of us would be 
around at 12:01?  After an awkward period of dead air on the radio, Martin said, “What if an all-powerful, all-
loving God came up with a plan to eliminate evil from the world without destroying people or making them robots?  
That’s what Christians believe God did by sending Jesus.  Jesus saves us from our evil natures and deeds by dying 
on the cross in our place and then rising from the dead so that He can come into anyone who trusts Him and 



repents, declaring them forgiven and forever clean and then freeing them from the evil nature within and giving 
them eternal life and eventually new bodies which have no sin to live on a sin-free, recreated earth.”  As Martin 
explained, that’s the story of the Bible.  God is offering salvation to all people now but it is a limited time offer.  
When Christ returns to the earth, He comes to reign permanently and the glory of God will cover the earth like the 
water and there will no longer be any evil; and so those who have not accepted God’s free offer of salvation will 
face an eternity in hell, separated from the glory of God and all that is good and happy and healthy.  That is why 
Creekside exists; to let people know about God’s offer of total salvation in Christ.   And the more we are instructed 
by God’s grace, the more we will look forward to Christ’s return, realizing that this world is not permanent, that 
our future is far better than our present, and that the reason we’re here and not in heaven is because God is 
unwilling for any to perish but for all to come to the knowledge of the truth.  If you are not yet a Christian, then 
like the apostle Paul, we beg you to be reconciled to God; to accept His free offer of amnesty and adoption and 
freedom before Christ returns or you die still separated from the One who loves you perfectly.   
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