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The Greenhouse 
 

"This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.” (John 15:12) 

1. Loving Community Reveals Christ’s Love 
 

"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another. 35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another." (John 13:34-35; see John 17:20-26) 

 
 

 
 
2. Loving Community Reshapes Us in Christ’s Image 

 
“…speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even 
Christ,  16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint 
supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body 
for the building up of itself in love.” (Ephesians 4:15-16) 

 
 

 
3. Loving Community Reproduces Christ Followers  
 

“No one has beheld God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is 
perfected in us.” (1 John 4:12) 
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For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 
2. Share one habit or character quirk that you’re confident you’ve picked up from 

someone else. 

Going Deeper 

3. According to Jesus, how will the world know who his disciples are (John 13:34-35)? How 
do Jesus’ disciples make the gospel message real/intelligible to the world (see John 
17:20-26)? What implications do these passages have for how we think about mission? 
How has your Community Group engaged the world as a loving community (rather than 
just as individuals)? How could you? Can you think of a time you’ve seen the church 
operate in this way? If so, share your experience with the group.   

4. According to Ephesians 4:15-16, how does the church grow? How do we experience 
Christ’s life? What does it mean to “speak the truth in love” (4:15)? What’s the danger of 
love without truth? What’s the danger of truth without love? Who do you know who’s 
gifted at lovingly speaking truth?  

5. According to 1 John 4:12, how is God’s love “perfected” in us? What does this mean? 
How does this change the way we think about experiencing God’s love?  

Application 

6. Jeff offered a number of diagnostic questions a Christian might ask to evaluate her/his 
love for other believers. Which of these did stood out to you? Why?   

7. What’s one thing you can do this week to apply this passage?   
 

 

 


