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Along with a few other unfortunates at Creekside , I have been a long-suffering fan of Cal football for decades; and 
like most Cal fans, I don’t remember our victories as much as our defeats and last Saturday was one of the worst.  
After pulling off a surprise upset of Utah the week before with an incredible goal line stand in the final minutes, our 
Bears were poised to be ranked in the top 25 teams in the nation before long.  And our next game was with the 
lowly Oregon State Beavers who had not won a game against a Pac 12 opponent in two years.  But last   
Saturday, in a very Cal-like way, the Bears were dominated by a far less talented but far more motivated Beaver 
team.  Oregon State just kept running the ball and the Bears could not stop them.  It all came down to blocking 
and tackling.  Blocking and tackling are fundamental in football.  If you don’t block or tackle, it doesn’t matter 
how talented your skill players are or how inspired your offensive or defensive schemes; you lose and in Cal’s case, 
become the first Pac 12 team to lose to the Beavers in two years. What blocking and tackling are in football, Bible 
study is for the Christian.  Bible study is fundamental. We can’t follow Christ without it. The Bible is essential for 
experiencing the presence and power of God; which is why the Scriptures played such a large role in the life of 
Jesus.  
 
We’re spending our Sundays this fall in the fifteenth chapter of the Gospel of John which is part of Jesus’ last 
conversation with His disciples before the cross as He prepares them for the big change in their relationship with 
Him as He returns to heaven.  In John 15, Jesus explains how God will no longer be doing His work in the world 
through one perfect Man but through many imperfect people in whom the Perfect Man now lives. Last week Jeff 
talked about our union with Christ; how when we put our faith in Jesus, He comes to live in us permanently.  The 
Christian life isn’t me doing my best for Jesus but Jesus doing His best in me which is why in John 15, Jesus 
compares our relationship with Him to a vine and its branches. The vine and the branches share the same life and 
Jesus tells His disciples that just as a branch cannot bear fruit unless it stays connected to the vine, we cannot bear 
fruit unless we stay connected to Jesus;   which is why the one responsibility Jesus gives us in John 15 is to abide; 
to stay connected to Jesus.  So how do we abide? Two weeks ago we began to look at the greatest example of 
abiding in history; Jesus Himself.  We read John 15:10, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, 
just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.” Jesus tells His disciples, “Abide in Me just as I 
abide in My Father.” Jesus wants to reproduce His relationship with His Father in our relationship with Him.  Just 
as He walked with His Father, so we are to walk with Him.  That’s why John writes in 1 John 2:6, “The one who says 
he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.”  How do I abide in Christ?  By living 
the same way Jesus lived because He is the first disciple, the first man to live His entire life connected to God, 
depending on God and obeying God. Remember, when Jesus took on our humanity, He took on all our limitations.  
He became just like us.  The miracles He performed and the words that He spoke were the result of what His 
Father did in Him.  Jesus said that apart from the Father, He could do nothing just as apart from Him, Jesus says, 
we can do nothing. Jesus is our example of how to abide.  Two weeks ago we looked at how Jesus connected with 
His Father through prayer.  This morning I want to look at how Jesus connected with His Father through the 
Scriptures because the Scriptures are the way humans connect with God.  That’s why Jesus says in John 15:7, “If 
you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish and it will be done for you.” We cannot separate 
abiding in Jesus from abiding in His word because the Scriptures are the way He speaks to us. That’s why everything 
the New Testament says the Spirit of God does in me, it also says the Word of God does in me.  God speaks to me, 
motivates me, draws near to me and strengthens me as I read, study and obey the Bible and if I divorce myself from 
the Scriptures, I divorce myself from God.  If I am to abide in Jesus as He abided in His Father; then I must make 
the study and application of the Bible as high a priority as Jesus did and so this morning I want to look at three 
examples of the place the Scriptures played in Christ’ life 

1. Jesus in the Temple. 
2. Jesus in the Wilderness. 
3. Jesus in the Garden 



 
Let’s begin with Jesus in the Temple in Luke 2:46-49. Once a year, all the Jews in Israel traveled to Jerusalem to 
celebrate the Passover; and   Mary and Joseph took their sons and daughters to Jerusalem annually, probably 
traveling in a caravan with other families from Nazareth. But on this particular trip, once the Passover ends and the 
caravan begins the trip home, Jesus isn’t with His family.  Since Jesus is 12 years old and Mary and Joseph have 
younger children to worry about, His parents assume Jesus is traveling with his friends in the caravan until an entire 
day on the road passes and they still haven’t seen Him.  They discover nobody has seen their boy since the caravan 
left Jerusalem; so Mary and Joseph leave their children in the care of their relatives and rush back to the city where 
they search for Jesus for three days. Mary and Joseph are scared and confused. Jesus has always been such a 
reliable son. How could He of all people do this to them? Let’s pick up the story in vs. 46.  “Then, after three days 
they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 
And all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. (By the way, why were people amazed 
by the 12 year old Jesus? They were amazed by His understanding of the Scriptures and by His answers – yet He was 
the one asking the questions – which the most learned Bible scholars in Israel were unable to answer. ) When they 
saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother said to Him, "Son, why have You treated us this way? Behold, Your 
father and I have been anxiously looking for You.“ And He said to them, "Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did 
you not know that I had to be in My Father's {house?}" Jesus says His parents should have known where to find Him 
once it was time to leave the city. Why? At 12, Jewish boys began their education in the Scriptures in earnest. They 
have been taught the Scriptures their entire lives at home by their parents; but at 12 as they approached adulthood, 
their classes with the rabbis became much more serious.  This was the time for Jewish boys to learn the Scriptures 
before they became men.  That’s why Jesus asks, “Did you not know that I had to be in My Father’s house – or 
literally, “in the things of My Father.” What are the things of His Father? Learning and discussing the Scriptures. At 
12, Jesus has begun His training for His vocation and He is not being trained to be a carpenter – even though He will 
be Joseph’s apprentice and partner until He is 30. The training Jesus is looking for is the training for His true calling – 
teaching the Word of God – and at 12 He goes all the way to the top in His search for that training.  In the only 
mention of Jesus between His infancy and His adulthood, He is engaged in learning the Scriptures.   
 
If I am to walk as Jesus walked, then my priority needs to be His priority; engaging in the things of His Father which 
means learning the Scriptures.  Once you’ve asked Jesus to come into your life and to be your Savior and Lord, the 
most important decision you can make is to master this book; because I cannot abide in Him unless His word abides 
in me.  If I neglect the Bible, I neglect God.  By the way, if you are the parent of a child around Jesus’ age in Luke 
2 -  if they aren’t studying the Bible on their own yet, this is the time to get them started digging in the Scriptures 
for themselves.  The biggest difference between kids who only have their parents’ faith and kids who have their 
own faith is what they do with the Scriptures on a daily basis.  The Bible says that faith comes from hearing and 
reading the Bible and if all a child has is the faith of his parents; that faith will not last through high school and 
college.   
 
The next time we see the place the Scriptures played in Jesus’ life is at His temptation in Matthew 4:1-11. Not only 
did Jesus learn the Bible, Jesus believed and used the Bible. “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil. And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. And the 
tempter came and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread. “ Jesus hasn’t 
eaten for over a month; and it’s when Jesus is at His weakest that the devil shows up.  “If you really are God’s Son, 
command these stones to become bread;” which is not an unreasonable suggestion.  Jesus is starving.  He has 
the desire to eat and the power to turn rocks into loaves of hot, oven-fresh bread.  And there are no commands in 
the Bible that say, “Thou shall not turn stones into bread.”  So what’s the devil up to? He’s being very clever.  
He’s suggesting that Jesus use His power as God to meet His human needs; power which He voluntarily laid aside to 
become human; knowing that if Jesus uses that power, He disqualifies Himself as our Savior.  Remember, He HAD 
to be made like us in all things.  If He is unable to live the life we were designed to live without resorting to power 
we don’t possess, He can’t be our Savior. So the devil is tempting Jesus to abandon God’s purpose for His life and 
the very reason He became a man for the gratification of His immediate needs.  And we face the same temptation 
to sacrifice the long-term good for our short-term gain. “I know I should get out of bed and pray, but...”  “I know I 
should pay these bills now, but....”  “I know I should stay on my diet, but...”  “I know I should tithe, but...” “I know 
I should wait until we’re married, but...”  It’s so much easier to do what feels good NOW and worry about the 



consequences later.  I’ve got a need and I’ve got the ability to satisfy that need. So what will I do?  Let’s see what 
Jesus did.  “But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
proceeds out of the mouth of God.'" Jesus tells Satan, “Obeying God is more important to Me than satisfying my 
hunger.” quoting Deut. 8:3  Just as Israel spent 40 years wandering in the wilderness, Jesus spends 40 days, facing 
the same temptations Israel faced and doing what they failed to do – which is why all the Scriptures Jesus quotes in 
the wilderness are from Deuteronomy. In Deuteronomy Moses reviews everything that happened to Israel during 
those 40 years with a new generation of Israelites.  He reminds them about how God let them go hungry, just as 
He’s let His Son go hungry, so that they would learn to put their faith in His promises.  But Israel never learned the 
lesson. Every time they ran out of water or food, instead of trusting God’s promises, they complained and 
threatened to return to Egypt.  But after 40 days without food in the wilderness (which was far longer than Israel 
ever went without food), Jesus responds the way they should have. “My job is to keep God’s commands.  His job is 
to feed Me.” How does Jesus defeat the temptation of instant gratification? The same way He defeats the other 
temptations.  He appeals to Scripture.   
 
More about that in a moment but first let’s look at the other two temptations briefly. “Then the devil took Him into 
the holy city (Jerusalem) and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, (the temple was the holiest site for the 
Jew, the center of Judaism and visited each day by thousands of Jews from all over the world.  The devil takes 
Jesus to the highest tower of the temple “and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is 
written, He will command His angels concerning You'; and On their hands they will bear You up, so that You will not 
strike Your foot against a stone." The devil can quote Scripture too and he quotes Psalm 91. “It says here that God’s 
angels will protect You.  Do you believe that? Prove it and jump!”  We think, “That’s no temptation. Nothing 
could tempt me to jump off a tower.” But has anybody ever challenged you, “You’re not much of a man are you?”  
“You’re not much of a woman are you?” How did it make you feel? When somebody challenges us, we want to 
prove ourselves, defend ourselves, and vindicate ourselves.  And that’s what the devil is doing here.  “Hey, 
anybody can call themselves the Son of God.  But if You’re really God’s Son, prove it.  Show me that you believe 
the Scriptures and jump.”  If Jesus does jump, either he will splatter on the temple courts far below and the devil 
has won.  Or- far more likely - the angels would protect Him and he would land unhurt; and that would be some 
miracle.  And because it happens in the most crowded and most religious spot in Israel, Jesus would immediately 
be recognized as Messiah.  This is the kind of Messiah the people expect.  One that comes down out of heaven, 
defeats death and demonstrates the power of God in God’s own temple.  Bring on the Romans.  Our champion is 
here! This had to be tempting for Jesus. He’s been visiting the temple since He was a child.  He calls it His Father’s 
house yet it’s been corrupted by greedy priests, self-righteous Pharisees and an oppressive religious system that 
turns people away from God.  The temple IS Judaism and Judaism is in great need of purification and reform; and 
Jesus can do it now, with a single act.  Jumping off the tower is a shortcut to where He’s going anyway.  Instead 
of following the painful path His Father has set Him on, Jesus can assert His rule over Israel right now. And we face 
the same temptation each time we get exasperated with people and sick of their stupidity, their selfishness, their 
evil and want to take some kind of dramatic action. Blow the doors out and fix things once and for all; which is why 
this is a real temptation. So how does Jesus handle this temptation?  “Jesus said to him, "On the other hand, it is 
written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'" How does Jesus know what God wants Him to do in this 
situation?  How does He know whether believing Psalm 90 means jumping? He knows His Bible. Jesus tells Satan 
that it is not His place to force God’s hand and quotes Deut 6:6 where Moses reminds the new generation that 
when their fathers ran out of water, they grumbled.  “Is the Lord among us or not? Give us water or else.”  
Instead of trusting God, they commanded God. They failed this test. Jesus passed. That’s the difference between 
faith and presumption.  Presumption tries to force God to do what WE want. Faith obeys.   If Jesus had jumped, 
He would have sacrificed our eternity for a short term victory.  The same thing happens when we’re tempted to 
lash out, to fix people, to put people in their place.  It may feel temporarily satisfying but it solves nothing in the 
long run.  God’s plan is always slower than our plan because God’s plan involves making deep changes and 
requires more patience and faith and sacrifice than our plan.  But God’s plan always yields a far better outcome.  
 
That’s strike 2 for the devil so he takes one more swing. “Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and 
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; and he said to Him, "All these things I will give You, if You 
fall down and worship me." The devil is desperate. He actually offers to surrender control over the world if Jesus will 
worship him.  According to Isaiah 14 Satan wants everything God has and apparently he wants to be worshiped as 



God so badly he’s willing to trade the world for it.  And so he shows Jesus all the kingdoms of the world, from the 
beginning of history to the end in an instant of time, offering it all if Jesus will worship him.  But how could the Son 
of God be tempted to worship the devil?  Remember why He came to earth.  He’s on a rescue mission, 
redeeming the world and its people from the curse of death and the rule of evil.  And the devil is ready to hand it 
all over to Him. Jesus will be Lord of the world.  He can alleviate suffering, and undo all the evil Satan has done to 
this planet.  He can right the wrongs, replace injustice with justice, and heal the hurts.  All He has to do is give the 
devil the one thing he desires most: worship.  This is the temptation of compromise. Give a little, get a lot. You can 
accomplish your mission faster and easier, if you’ll only compromise.  And Jesus handles this temptation the same 
way He handled the other two. “Then Jesus said to him, "Go, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the Lord your 
God, and serve Him only.'" Jesus defeats each temptation by simply quoting Scripture. He could only use the 
weapons we have access to in His battle with temptation and He used the Bible.  Each time the devil made a 
suggestion or asked a question, Jesus answered with Scripture.  In this all-important rematch between good and 
evil, Jesus did what every human must do to defeat evil; remember the Scriptures. Why? Did you notice how clever 
the devil is?  Jesus is starving and the devil points out that His suffering is unnecessary.  What could be more 
reasonable than doing what you can do to survive? Yet because Jesus knew the Scripture, He could see the 
consequences of His choice. Jesus stands on the top of the temple with the devil and the devil quotes Scripture and 
says, “How can you claim to be God’s Son if You won’t trust Him? This is the first big test of Your faith.   Jump and 
prove You are whom You say.”  If the first temptation seemed only reasonable, the second seemed the most 
spiritual.  If Jesus really believes the Scripture as He claims, He will prove it and jump.  Yet again, because Jesus 
knew the Scriptures, He immediately saw through the devil’s deception.  Faith isn’t testing God; faith is obeying 
God. Satan’s first temptation seems reasonable, his second seems spiritual and his third seems imminently 
compassionate.  Jesus can save the world now!  He can alleviate suffering, injustice, and everything that is wrong 
with the world now.  All He has to do is to make a deal with the devil.  Yet because Jesus knows the Scriptures, 
He knows it is a deal He can never make because it means dishonoring His Father.  Why does Jesus quote Scripture 
each time the devil speaks to Him? The old serpent is smarter than you or me.  He can outthink, out- argue and 
outsmart us every day of our lives. If I bring my human logic, understanding and intelligence to the fight, he just 
laughs because he can talk me into anything.  The devil is still an angel and a far more powerful creation than I.  
My only hope is to let God answer him and that’s what Jesus did by quoting Scripture. The Word of God is the sword 
of the Spirit and when we use the word of God, we experience His power.  I have never conquered a temptation 
that I didn’t have a Scripture I could call to mind to answer it.  I saw no progress in my battle with lust for years 
until I studied the subject of sexual immorality in the Bible – and primarily in Proverbs – and memorized it so I had 
the power of the Scripture to answer the powerful calls of lust when they come.  I saw no progress in my battle 
with laziness and passivity until I studied and memorized all the Proverbs on diligence and the value of work. I saw 
no progress in my battle with caring more about myself than others until I studied and memorized 1 John 4 and how 
to love with God’s love.  Temptations don’t disappear by themselves. They have to be defeated. Jesus needed the 
Scripture to defeat temptation and He was sinless.  How much more do we need it? Jesus not only learned the 
Bible, He used what He learned.  And if we’re to follow His example, we need to use it too.  God doesn’t promise 
to bless our knowledge of the Bible but our use of the Bible.  The more I believe it, obey it, follow it and apply it, 
the more real God and His power becomes. So ask yourself, “How did the Bible shape my behavior last week?  
How did I behave differently because of what the Bible says?”  
 
The commitment to learning and applying the Scriptures which we see at the beginning of Jesus’ life and ministry is 
evident throughout.  Jesus directly quotes or alludes to the Old Testament scriptures over 100 times in the 
gospels. When people argue or question Jesus, His answer is often, “It is written,” or “Have you not read?” or “Go 
back and understand what this means,” or “This has happened that the Scriptures may be fulfilled.”  That’s why He 
says, “My teaching is not Mine but His who sent Me.”  Jesus entered a culture shaped by the Old Testament and 
by the faith that God had spoken to them through the Scriptures.  If He had not spoken from the Bible, few would 
have listened; yet the people who heard Him said, “No one speaks like this man. He teaches as one with authority;” 
and “How has this man become learned, having never been educated?” because of His extensive knowledge of the 
Bible.  Jesus is the first disciple and our example of how to abide in God and He abided in God by abiding in His 
word all the way through His crucifixion and resurrection.  As Jesus celebrates one final Passover with His disciples 
before His crucifixion, He tells them that one of them will betray Him. "The Son of Man {is to} go, just as it is written 
of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had 



not been born." (Matt 26:24) When Jesus and His disciples arrive at the garden, Jesus tells them they are all about to 
desert Him. “Then Jesus *said to them, "You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, 'I WILL 
STRIKE DOWN THE SHEPHERD, AND THE SHEEP OF THE FLOCK SHALL BE SCATTERED.'” (Matt 26:31)  When Jesus is 
arrested and Peter tries to fight back, Jesus stops him. “Then Jesus *said to him, "Put your sword back into its place; 
for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword.  Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, 
and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?  How then will the Scriptures be 
fulfilled, {which say} that it must happen this way?" (Matt. 26:52-54) Then Jesus turns to the mob which has come 
to arrest Him and says, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as {you would} against a robber? 
Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me. But all this has taken place to fulfill the 
Scriptures of the prophets." (Matt. 26:55-56) In the most difficult hours of His life, Jesus still interprets everything 
that happens to Him through the lens of the Scriptures.  As the first disciple and our example, He is shaped by the 
Scriptures from the beginning of His life until His resurrection.  He abided in His Father by abiding in His Father’s 
word. That’s why Jesus says in John 8:31-32, “If you continue in My word, you are truly My disciples and you will 
know the truth and the truth will make you free.”  
 
I want to talk with those of you who have been followers of Jesus for a while.  You’ve studied the Bible and you’ve 
heard the Bible taught for many years now.  But I’ve noticed that many Christians slowly drift away from the 
Scriptures as time goes by.  The desire they used to have to learn cools.  The commitment they used to have to 
meet God daily in the Scriptures wanes.  They lose their first love. Others may see them as mature believers but 
they know in their heart they are shaped more by the culture than they are by the word.  Unlike Jesus, they do not 
continue learning and applying the Scriptures.  And if that’s you, I beg you to go back and do the things you used 
to do when your relationship with Jesus was fresh.  Don’t settle.  Press on. Recommit yourself to reading, 
memorizing, studying, meditating and applying the Scriptures. Jesus says in John 15:7, “If you abide in Me and My 
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish and it shall be done for you.”  We abide in Him by abiding in His word.  
We connect with God through the Bible and if I don’t continue in His word, I am not His disciple because it is 
impossible to separate my relationship with Jesus from my relationship with the Bible.  
 
 
Now if you are not yet a Christian, Romans 10:17 says that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.  
Faith is our response to God’s word and if we don’t know what the Bible says, there is nothing for us to believe.  I 
would encourage you to begin reading through the Gospel of Mark one chapter a day looking for what each chapter 
teaches you about Jesus and about yourself.  If you have questions – and you will – feel free to email me with 
them – or just type in the verse you have questions about on your search engine and it will give you all kinds of 
information.  Faith is our response to God’s word and the more you read the Bible, the more you’ll feel your faith 
grow until trusting Christ as your Savior and Lord seems more and more reasonable and desirable. 
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