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Starting Well 
Acts 1:1-26 

 
“The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when He was 
taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen.  To these He 
also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of 
forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. Gathering them together, He commanded 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from 
Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  So when 
they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to 
Israel?"  He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own 
authority; but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." And after He had said 
these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.  And as they 
were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them.  They 
also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."  Then they returned to 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away.  When they had 
entered the city,  they went up to the upper room where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas the son of James.  These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the 
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.” (Acts 1:1-14) 
 
 
 

A. Convinced (1-3) 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Called (4-11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Coordinated (12-26) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For further thought and discussion: 
 
Getting Started 
 
1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?  
 
2.  When was the last time you began something new?  What did you do right?  What could you have done better? 
 
Going Deeper 
 
3.  Please read Acts 1:1-2 and compare Luke 1:1-4.  Luke wrote The Acts of the Apostles.  Why do you think he 
wrote it?  What do these two passages tell you about Luke? 
 
4. Please read Acts 1:3.  What was Jesus doing between His resurrection and His return to heaven?  Why “many 
convincing proofs?”   What does this tell you about the nature of faith?  What does this tell you about the 
beginning of the church?  What is the kingdom of God?  Why do you think Jesus spent His final days on earth 
proving to His disciples that He really had risen and teaching them about the kingdom of God?  How important are 
these two issues for you?  Why might they be foundational to where God wants to take us? 
 
5. Please read Acts 1:4-11.  What misconceptions do you see Jesus correcting in the disciples before He leaves 
them?  What does He call them to do?  What do you make of the angels’ comment to the disciples when Jesus 
returns to heaven?  Why is having a clear sense of what God has called us to do essential?  How would Jesus’ call 
on the disciples differ from what they previously thought about God’s kingdom?  About their relationship with 
Jesus?  How clear are you about what God has called you to do?   
 
6.  Please read Acts 1:12-14.   How do you think the disciples felt about Jesus departure?  What are some things 
you observe about this group? 
 
7. Please read Acts 1:16-26.  What lessons in group decision-making can you draw from this incident?  Why do you 
think Peter felt that Judas needed to be replaced? 
 
Application  
What is one lesson you will apply from this week’s discussion? How will you apply it? 
 
 


