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Gal 5:1  1 For freedom Christ has made us free; stand fast therefore in the 

liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with 

a yoke of bondage. 

 

2Cor 3:17 – 17 Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

 

 

Déjà vu All Over Again 

 

Last week we finished up the book of Ephesians, ending an extended series through 

the summer entitled „Identity Theft‟.  And I hope throughout the summer hearing John and 

Jeff, you gained, like me, a greater understanding of His Word, that Christ defines who we 

are, and that in itself answers a lot of questions about life.  But if the whole summer wasn‟t 

enough, this week we‟re going to take one last look at „Identity Theft‟, one more time, in a 

slightly different way, considering a few other verses.  So Creekside, it‟s groundhog day; it‟s 

déjà vu all over again, rinse and repeat … it‟s the second verse, same as the first, just a 

little bit louder and a little bit worse. 

 

The short explanation of Ephesians is this:  We are who we are because of Christ and 

His salvation - no longer slaves but free - no longer tossed by every whim of doctrine and 

philosophy but now His workmanship - no longer strangers or aliens or the walking dead but 

His beloved sons and daughters who once were lost but now are found.  Therefore, there 

are definite ways to live consistent with who we already are in Christ. 

 

 

Christian Liberty 

   

Today we‟re going to look at this overall point again, that Christ defines our identity, 

so therefore there are ways to live.  And specifically we are going to look at Christian 

liberty:  That since in Christ we are no longer slaves but free, this central fact alone answers 

a lot of questions about life and how to live our lives, that there are therefore ways to live 

as the freemen and free women we already are.   

 

But before I go on and on about theology, first here‟s a story about liberty.  When I 

was a teenager growing up on a military base in New Mexico, in the summer, our moms 

would hand us our lunches at 8:00 am in the morning, and say „See you boys at 4:00 pm‟.  

I tell you for a kid there was nothing like that kind of freedom.  Nothing bad could really 

happen, for it was the early 1970‟s, in rural New Mexico, on a military base, with moms in 

every backyard, and wide open spaces in every direction.  Plus everyone worked for my dad 

or at least knew him.  So everywhere I went it was „Hey, aren‟t you the Arthur boy?  Better 

quit hitting that hornet‟s nest, before I call your dad.  Or better quit dirt clodding trucks, or 

better quit lighting brush fires, or probably ought to stop playing chicken with hunting 

arrows, before I call your dad.  We hiked for miles in the desert.  We had pet tarantulas and 
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horny toads.  We made obstacle courses for our bikes.  I mowed lawns for money and spent 

it bowling when it got hot.  Did I mention throwing dirt clods at trucks and other govern-

ment property?  I tell you it was glorious, for there was such liberty all day and every day.  

The question each summer morning was not „Are we free?‟ for we were in fact beautifully 

secure and gloriously free, but rather „What are we going to do with our freedom today‟.  No 

matter what we did with that freedom, to the greater glory or to our unending shame, 

nothing can change the fact that we were indeed free … from 8:00a in the morning to 4:00p 

in the afternoon. 

 

It‟s perhaps like the release of Israel from captivity in Egypt, after the plagues, and 

the Passover, and the parting of the Red Sea, and the column of smoke by day and fire by 

night, when Moses‟ spoke face to face with the Lord, and the bondsman‟s lash was behind 

them and the Promised Land was before them.  The question then was not „Are we free?‟ 

but rather again the same one that is before us now, „What are we going to do with our 

freedom today.‟  

  

 

For Freedom Christ Has Made Us Free 

 

Let‟s start by reading a key passage on Christian liberty. 

 

Gal 5:1 - 1 For freedom Christ has made us free; stand fast therefore in the liberty by 

which Christ has made us free and do not be entangled again with a yoke of 

bondage. 

 

I vote this the densest verse in all the Bible.  It states as a fact our liberty; it says 

how our liberty was obtained; it says why Christ made us free (for freedom‟s sake) and 

what to do with our liberty (stand fast).  I also vote this the murkiest verse in all the Bible 

because it leaves us big questions.  What exactly is liberty?  What are we liberated from?  

Does liberty mean we are free to do anything and will we remain free if we do?  What is 

bondage?  Are we still entangled to anything or anyone?  Do we even want liberty or do we 

prefer entanglement?  Do we love liberty more than sin, the approval of men, religion or 

government?  Do we behave as tyrants toward others?  Do we desire for others their liberty 

or their oppression?  How can we ensure that we do not waste our liberty? 

 

I think a clear understanding of our liberty is central to salvation.  When we see life 

as it is, that we are fallen people, in a fallen world, under the despotic rule of a fallen angel, 

who is at war with a God and His children; when we know the reality of the enemy‟s 

oppression and warfare, of the bondage and slavery to sin; and when we remember that 

line from the movie „The Usual Suspects‟ that „the greatest trick the devil ever pulled was 

convincing the world he didn‟t exist‟; when we know these days are evil; then the 

importance and meaning and sweetness of Christian liberty will all begin to make sense. 

 

So to expand on what it means in a fallen world to no longer be slaves but free, let‟s 

look at the following four truths that derive from the central fact of Christian liberty. 
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 Truth No.1 - Liberty comes from God. 

 Truth No.2 - Jesus purchased our liberty once and for all. 

 Truth No.3 - Our liberty is the liberty of escape. 

 Truth No.4 - We are free when we let Jesus guide us through life. 

 

 

Liberty Comes From God 

  

So the first truth about liberty:  Liberty comes from God; or all liberty comes from 

God; or perhaps, all liberty comes from God alone. 

  

Jesus says amazing things.  He tells the educated that the question is not who is my 

neighbor, but whom do you prove to be neighbor to.  He stops the executioners cold in their 

tracks by saying „whoever is without sin cast the first stone‟.  When a governor asks „Are 

you the King of the Jews‟ He chills his blood and says „it is as you say‟.  When the powerful 

slander Him, He speaks of power they cannot even fathom saying „Your Father Abraham 

rejoiced to see my day‟.  His parables box into a corner the thinking of men.  His statements 

of fact hollow out religions, and worldviews, and philosophies, as meaningless drivel.  He 

speaks with an authority no can have but God Almighty.  And of Himself He says, “I AM the 

way the truth and the life,” and “before Abraham was, I AM”.  The scriptures say „all things 

were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.‟ 

 

What all this means is that when Jesus says something, it‟s perhaps time to listen 

up.  So what does Jesus say about us no longer being slaves but free?  From the start of His 

public ministry, when Jesus stood up in His hometown synagogue and read a prophecy from 

Isaiah about the messiah, He said to the utter amazement of all who heard Him then and to 

all who have ears to hear Him now: 

 

Luke 4:18-21 – 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed Me to 

preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to pro-

claim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 

who are oppressed; 19 to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. … 21 Today this 

Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing. 

 

Jesus did not say „maybe‟ or „if‟ or „someday‟ but rather „today, this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.‟  This means He has already „proclaimed liberty to the captives‟ and 

more to the point, He has already „set at liberty those who are oppressed.‟  This is reality.  

Jesus said it.  We are no longer in captivity and under oppression, but rather we have 

already been set free, liberated, emancipated.  Liberty comes from God, that‟s truth No.1. 

 

 

Jesus Purchased Our Liberty Once and For All 

  

The second truth about liberty:  Jesus Purchased Our Liberty Once and For All.  Here 

is another of His amazing statements. 
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John 8:34-36 – 34 Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of 

sin.  35 And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever.    
36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. 

 

That word for "free" means „not a slave‟ once and for all.  It comes from Greek legal 

practice called manumission, in which a slave's master released the slave forever by paying 

into the temple treasury in the presence of the slave to procure a document with the words 

"for freedom".  His legal standing and position in society were forever then changed from 

slave to freeman.  No one could legitimately enslave him again for like any freeman he was 

now declared the property of the gods.  And if the gods then grant freemen self-rule, then 

liberty becomes an inalienable right because no one can countermand what the gods decide 

to do with their property.  In this context, when Jesus says “free” He means that if He pays 

our price to set us free, then we are before God, free men and women. 

 

An example of manumission would be Ella Sheppard, a founding member of the Fisk 

Jubilee Singers who after the Civil War toured the world bringing the slave spirituals to light.  

With the exceptions of herself and the choir director, the Jubilees were all ex-slaves freed 

by the war‟s outcome.  But she was already free, for her father, who was a slave, sold his 

labor to others during his spare time, managing to save $375.  He then purchased his three 

year old daughter so that she could never be involuntarily separated from him, even if he 

was sold off.  And upon her adulthood she would be free to go her way, like any other free 

citizen. 

 

Therefore if the Son makes you free, if by His labor on the cross, He purchases you 

at great cost with His precious and priceless blood, to give to you your liberty, then no one 

can legitimately enslave you again, and you shall be free indeed.  Jesus purchased our 

liberty once and for all, that‟s truth No.2. 

 

 

Our Liberty is the Liberty of Escape 

   

A third truth about liberty:  Our Liberty is the Liberty of Escape.  This will take a few 

steps to explain, so I hope you will bear with me. 

  

 Our problem is sin:  Jesus spoke of the costly purchased liberty, in the temple, after the 

powerful men of Jewish society brought to Him a woman caught in adultery, after He 

said to them, „he who is without sin among you, cast the first stone‟, and „if you do not 

believe that I am He, you will die in your sins,‟ and „the truth shall make you free‟.  He 

was talking about sin and slavery and liberation, and they‟re not missing the implication.  

So they said: 

  

John 8:33-36 – 33 We are Abraham‟s descendants, and have never been in bondage 

to anyone.  How can you say, „You will be made free?‟  34 Jesus answered them, 

„Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.‟ 
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Fact Check:  Abraham‟s descendants have been oppressed by everyone, and even twice 

taken by forced exile into captivity.  So anyway, it is Jesus who says sin is the problem. 

 

 Sin rules with an iron fist:  Jesus answers that reality is worse than they know.  For not 

only did they forget about their bondage under the Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, 

Medes, Philistines, Persians, and on that day, the Romans, but in this fallen world, 

everyone commits sin, so they cannot see that all are enslaved under the iron rule of 

sin, in all of the ways sin manifests itself – for example, in bitterness, fear, hatred, guilt, 

perversion, addiction, condemnation, the tyranny of men, and religion.  It is like being 

born in prison and having no idea there is an outside world.  And under the iron rule of 

sin, there is only one choice, which is really no choice at all, which is slavery. 

 

 God buys for us self-rule:  So when we accept that Jesus purchased us with His blood on 

the cross in order to release us from bondage, what we receive as free men and women 

is self-rule.  Essentially His blood on the cross buys for us an inherent God-given right to 

decide for ourselves our beliefs, our likes, our loves, who we will follow, where we want 

to go, and what we want to do. 

 

 Now we have two choices:  It is one thing to be set free from the rule of sin and another 

to be free of sin. Perhaps a good illustration might be the slaves in the South upon 

emancipation.  For though they were now free citizens of the Union, they still lived in 

hostile enemy-held territory, and would not be free in fact until they fled the rule of their 

old masters and escaped the South.  So upon emancipation, where they formerly had no 

choice, the freed ex-slaves now have two choices before them, it‟s either the plantation 

or the highway, it‟s either put the chains back on and stay in bondage, or escape to 

freedom. 

 

 Escape is the only good choice:  Before our liberation there was only slavery to sin.  But 

now after „the Son has made us free‟, there is a second choice, the escape from the 

bondage of sin, and with it the costly God-given freedom to choose either. 

 

1 Cor 10:13 – 13 … but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond 

what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape. 

 

Our liberty is the liberty of escape, that‟s truth No.3. 

 

 

We Are Free When We Let Jesus Guide us Through Life  

 

And finally, a fourth truth about Christian liberty:  We are free when we let Jesus 

guide us through life. 

 

A liberty of escape from the bondage of sin, by definition cannot be a license to do 

anything, for some choices are not profitable, some lead nowhere, and even worse, some 

lead back into bondage.  If I use my freedom to do drugs, I put myself back in bondage.  It 

profits us nothing to be freed if we remain slaves to sin or become dependent on anyone or 
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anything other than God.  So the question really is what are we going to do with our 

freedom today?  For, to remain free, we must use our liberty to daily choose escape.  But 

who can do that?  Who has the power and wisdom? 

 

I present to you Harriet Tubman who shuttled secretly back and forth into the South 

to guide hundreds of slaves out, for she knew the way, where to hide, whose farm was safe, 

and who would aid her cause.  Years later, she told an audience, "I was conductor of the 

Underground Railroad for eight years, and I can say what most conductors can't say, „I 

never ran my train off the track and I never lost a passenger.‟"  I love this illustration by 

Paul Collins.  I especially love that she has a big rifle.  With Harriett Tubman, even the 

unarmed, and the injured, and the newborn all make it across hostile ground. 

 

 

 

Likewise, we don't have to know the escape route.  We only have to trust our Guide, 

Jesus, the Living Word, His Spirit in us, for „a man‟s heart plans his way, but the Lord 

directs his steps‟.  And … 

 

2Cor 3:17 – 17 Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

 

Ps 23:4 – 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your gun, I mean rod, and Your staff, 

they comfort me.  

 

John 8:12 – 12 I am the light of the world.  He who follows Me shall not walk 

in darkness, but have the light of life. 

 

Ps 27:11 – 11 Teach me Your way, O Lord, and lead me on a smooth path, 

because of my enemies. 

„Harriet Tubman‟s 

Underground Railroad‟ 

Paul Collins, 1979. 

President Ford Museum, 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 
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He does not rule us with an iron fist, for if He did, He could not maintain our liberty, 

paid for with His blood on the cross.  Instead He guides, leads, speaks in a still small voice, 

brings to rememberance, teaches, entreats, beseechs, reasons, suggests, counsels, com-

forts, and directs, while He defends our liberty to decide for ourselves what to do.  So it 

seems to me the way of escape, the life of Christian liberty, from emancipation to freedom, 

from saved to salvation, all comes down to whether we trust God or not. 

 

There‟s an old slave spiritual that seems to sum it up perfectly – We shall walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death.  We shall walk through the valley in peace.  With 

Jesus Himself as our leader, we shall walk through the valley in peace.  We are free when 

we let Jesus guide us through life, that‟s truth No.4. 

 

 

What Are We Going to Do with Our Freedom Today? 

 

We‟ve come full circle.  The question before us is the same one we asked when we 

started today, or back in New Mexico every summer morning at 8:00am, or on the banks of 

the Red Sea.  The Question is what are we going to do with our freedom today?  Perhaps we 

might look at this passage: 

 

1Pet 5:6-11 – 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 

that in due time He might exalt you.  7 Cast all your anxieties upon Him for He 

cares about you.  8 Be sober, be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devoir.  9 Resist him, firm in 

your faith knowing that the same experience of suffering is required of your 

brotherhood throughout the world.  10 And after you have suffered for a little 

while, the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, 

will Himself, restore, establish, and strengthen you.  11 To Him be the 

dominion for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 Humble Ourselves:  If we start with the belief that that God is always right, that He 

alone defines reality, then we can bend our will to the revealed Truth of the scriptures.  

„Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that in due time He might exalt you.‟ 

 

 Make An Honest Appraisal:  Are there any entanglements to anyone or anything?  Are 

we dependent on anyone or anything?  Do we foolishly subject ourselves to the rule of 

other men?  Do we seek to be dependent on God and Him alone?  Do we have any 

bitterness, self-hatred, envy, etc?  Blessed is the man who trusts in God.  „Cast all your 

anxieties upon Him for He cares about you.‟  We cannot cast upon Him anxieties if we do 

not know them, so we should make an honest appraisal of ourselves. 

 

 Be Sober:  We can‟t escape slavery to sin with a clouded mind.  We can‟t hear the Holy 

Spirit, or remember His Word, follow Him, effectively read and pray, or perceive threats 

and opportunities.  With a clouded mind, it‟s difficult to learn anything new or even 

apply what we already know in sober judgment.  With a clouded mind, we will be 

captured again.  Liberty is only liberty with self-control over our own thoughts.  „Be 
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sober, be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion seeking 

someone to devoir.‟  

  

 Disentangle:  Do we have too much debt?  Do we crave the approval of men?  Are we 

afraid to be seen for who we are?  Are we most concerned with our legacy, reputation, 

or importance?  Do we give away liberty for physical comfort and security?  Do we drink 

too much?  Do we self-medicate to avoid confronting sin or sinful oppressors?  Are we 

addicted to anything, food, sex, fun, sleep, power, etc?   „Resist him, firm in your faith.‟ 

 

 Give Others Room:  We‟re not God‟s sheriff.  The Holy Spirit convicts of sin.  However, in 

every human institution it comes down to how to secure liberty without taking it away.  

Not only can the individual, the family, the church, associations, and the state all bind 

themselves in rules, but they can justify binding others as well, often all for some social 

or spiritual good.  However, we become tyrants when we exceed our authority, (not) „… 

knowing that the same experience of suffering is required of your brotherhood 

throughout the world.‟   

 

 Lighten Up:  We have the God-given Christ-purchased liberty to decide for ourselves our 

beliefs, our likes, our loves, who we will follow, where we want to go, and what we want 

to do.  If it does not involve a moral decision, then liberty is unconstrained.  In fact, it is 

only in being who God made us to be that we glorify Him.  „And after you have suffered 

for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, 

will Himself, restore, establish, and strengthen you.‟ 

 

 Be Grateful:  Now there is one more thing to do because there is last truth to tell about 

liberty:  We should be grateful because our liberty proves God is good.  ‟To Him be the 

dominion forever and ever.  Amen.‟ 

   

 

Our Liberty Proves God Is Good 

 

That we are at liberty testifies about who God is and who He isn‟t.  What ruler 

empties his treasury to release people to self-rule?  What father risks everything so his 

children can choose for and against Him, between freedom or bondage, life or death, the 

highway or the plantation? 

     

Our God-given liberty means God is our loving Father who seeks our love, not a 

totalitarian ruler who requires our allegiance; that Jesus is our King, not a despot, 

oppressor, or taskmaster; that He is our Shepherd, not a hired hand, caretaker, cage, or 

chain; that He is our Lord who does not lord over us; that the Holy Spirit is our Guide not a 

nag, our Protector not our warden.  And our liberty means we have dignity before Him as 

His sons and daughters.  We are heirs of the Kingdom.  We are His friends and volunteers.  

We are not slaves. 

 

We are The Free, who have been made free indeed. 


