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You know, for a long time, I tried to lead Creekside by copying what seemed to be working in other churches.  We 
were like a lost ship following one ship for awhile and then another ship for a while – and not really getting 
anywhere.  I remember one of our staff members getting frustrated with me and saying, “You keep changing the 
plan.”  I thought I was just being flexible and spontaneous.  What I finally realized is that God hasn’t given the 
church a program or a to-do list.  Instead He’s given us biblical values which we are to use to chart our course in 
the particular time and culture in which we live, just as sailors have used the position of the stars to chart their 
course across the seas for centuries.  This month, we’re talking about, “Charting Our Course,” and where Creekside 
is going; and we’re looking at four unchanging biblical values which shape everything we do; gospel (“Christ for us” 
because that’s what the gospel is, the good news that Jesus is for us and what He has accomplished in our behalf;) 
community (Christ with us” because He has promised that where two or three are gathered in His name, He is in 
our midst; we can’t separate our relationship with Jesus from our relationship with each other.) discipleship 
(“Christ in us:” how Jesus works in us to make us like Himself;) and mission (“Christ through us:”  because the 
church is the way Christ works in the world.)  This morning we’re going to look at our third value and at three 
questions.  What is discipleship?  Why should we want to become disciples?  How does the value of discipleship 
shape Creekside? 
 
First, what is discipleship?  Let’s see how Jesus defined discipleship in John 8:31-32, “So Jesus was saying to those 
Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free."  Disciples were common in the first century because disciple means 
student and becoming someone’s disciple was the only way to get an education or to learn a trade.  A disciple 
would attach himself to a master to live with him and to learn from him all that he could until he became like the 
master.  Tradesmen had disciples, the rabbis had disciples and Jesus had disciples.  So who does Jesus say are His 
true disciples - those who continue in His word; those who continue to learn from Him and to apply what they 
learn to their lives.   We can’t separate being disciples of Jesus from being disciples of His teaching since a disciple 
is a learner.  Once I stop learning from Jesus, I cease to be His disciple.  So when we talk about discipleship, we’re 
talking about following Jesus by learning and obeying the Scriptures. 
 
Now if you’re not a Christian yet or if all this is brand new, you might not understand why Christians make such a 
big deal about the Bible.  How can modern people follow such an ancient and seemingly, out of date book?  What’s 
the big deal about the Bible?  In the story of the Bible, God reveals Himself in history and the Bible is the record of 
what He has revealed about Himself.   God would speak to people and people wrote down what He said.  God 
would act and people recorded those acts.  So the God of the Bible is the God of the Word because it is through 
the Scriptures that He speaks today.  That’s why Jesus says, “If you continue in My word, you are truly My 
disciples.”  We can’t separate our relationship with Jesus from our relationship with His word because that’s the 
way He speaks to us today – and when you think about it, it makes a lot of sense.  What if Christ only 
communicated with us through dreams or visions; or spoke to each of us audibly?  So I stand up here and say, 
“God told me that you need to send Laurie and I to Hawaii for a six month sabbatical.”  And somebody says, “He 
didn’t tell me that.  He told me that we need to lower your salary.” There wouldn’t be any way to know who had 
heard from God and who had not.  The kind of community which we talked about last week would be impossible.  
The genius of the Scriptures is that it is outside of us; something objective with which we can compare our ideas 
and thoughts.   The fact that God’s revelation was written down over 1600 years in 66 different books makes it 
possible for us to know the difference between Christ speaking to us and our own imagination.  And so, if it sounds 
strange to you that God would communicate through a book, consider the alternatives.  And consider what a 
unique book the Bible is.  There is no other book like it.  If you were to gather writings from cultures separated by 
thousands of years, and looked for a coherent story or philosophy of life, it would be impossible to find.  But the 
more familiar you become with the Scriptures; the more you see how coherent and unified they are; the more you 



see how they tell a single story with all the different strands tied together neatly in the end, the more convinced 
you become that the Bible, even though written by many different people from many different times and cultures, 
has a single author.  That was the belief of the Jews of Jesus’ time and the belief of Jesus and His followers; and 
that is why I cannot be a student of Jesus without becoming a student of His word.   
Fireplace: house on rock; The most common name for Jesus during His ministry was teacher and a disciple is first 
and foremost a student; someone who attaches himself to Jesus to become like.   That’s why Jesus says in 
Matthew 7:24-27, "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a 
wise man who built his house on the rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed 
against that house; and {yet} it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. Everyone who hears these words of 
Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell--and great was its fall."  Simply 
hearing, reading or knowing Christ’s words doesn’t make me His disciple; acting on Christ’s words makes me His 
disciple.  There are a lot of religious people who know what the Bible says; yet aren’t disciples because they don’t 
trust what the Bible says.  They rely on their feelings and ideas; instead of what Christ says is true.  They follow 
their own desires instead of Christ desires; they do things their way instead of His way; and Jesus warns that they 
are building their lives on sand. As He says in Luke 6, “Why do you call Me Lord, and do not do what I say?” I read a 
story about Dave Wilkersen who pastors a church in Times Square in New York City. He was sharing the gospel with 
some prostitutes; but they told him they were already Christians.  Wilkersen was surprised that Jesus hadn’t led 
them to change professions.  I see that all the time; people who say they belong to Jesus; yet don’t live like it.  
Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep my commandments.” A true disciple doesn’t ignore what His master says; 
and if you consider yourself a follower of Christ, yet aren’t following Him… can you see the disconnect?  So when 
we talk about discipleship, we’re talking about living as students of Christ and His word and always learning more 
about how to think and live like Jesus.   
 
In fact, we get our English word, “discipline” from the Latin word for disciple, “discipulus” because a disciple 
follows the discipline of his master.  There is no discipleship without discipline and effort; which brings us to our 
second question, why should we want to become Christ’s disciples?  I don’t think I’ll ever forget my last final exam 
in college.  The class was music history, and I had put it off until the final semester of my senior year because it 
required so much outside of class work and study.   I remember walking out of that exam, and feeling like a huge 
weight which I had been carrying for years was finally gone. No more school, no more studying, no more classes, 
no more exams.  I was free!  Little did I realize that being Christ’s disciple meant I was going to be a student the 
rest of my life?  But why go to all that trouble? Why embrace the discipline of being a disciple of Christ and the 
Scriptures?  Why get up early every morning to read and study the Bible when you can sleep in or surf the internet 
over coffee?  Why struggle to understand this complicated book when you don’t have to? Jesus tells us in John 
8:31-32. “So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly 
disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."  Why become a disciple of Jesus?  
It’s the only way you’ll experience true freedom.  Freedom from what - that’s what the people who heard Jesus 
that day wanted to know. “They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never yet been enslaved 
to anyone; how is it that You say, 'You will become free'?"  They assumed Jesus was talking about political freedom 
and so they claimed that they were already free – which wasn’t true at all.  The Jews had lived under one 
conqueror or another for the past 600 years and were currently under the heel of Rome.  But Jesus wasn’t talking 
about political freedom. “Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of 
sin.” (John 8:33-34) The freedom Jesus is talking about is freedom from our slavery to sin; from our inability to do 
what we know is right, let alone what God says is right.  Our problem isn’t that we don’t know the difference 
between right and wrong.  Our problem is that we can’t do what we know to be right and we can’t stop doing what 
we know to be wrong.  Why become a disciple of Jesus?  Because Christ will teach you the truth – the truth about 
God, about you, and about how life really works - and the truth will set you free from your slavery to sin.  That’s 
why the value of discipleship flows automatically from the gospel.  The gospel is the good news about what God 
has accomplished through Christ to save sinners.  Jesus becomes a man to be our champion and savior and to do 
for us what we cannot do for ourselves.  He lives the life we failed to live so that God can credit His perfect record 
of obedience to all who put their trust in Him.  He dies the death we deserve to die and bearing the punishment 
for our sins on the cross so that God can pardon us.  He rises from the dead and defeats death in our behalf so that 
we can live forever.  He frees us from the eternal consequences of sin. When we trust Jesus to be our Savior, God 



declares us holy, blameless and pure, and promises to not remember our sins any longer.  Christ comes into our 
life, changes our heart, and begins freeing us from our sinful habits so that what we are in God’s sight from the 
moment we believe in Christ, we become in our experience.  And the way Jesus frees us from sin is His word.  “You 
will know the truth and the truth will set you free.”   Discipleship is living in the light of the gospel.  I don’t obey 
Christ to be saved, I obey Christ because I am saved and sin is no longer my master; Jesus is my master; and as His 
student, I am learning to walk as He walks. 
 

How does the truth set us free?  Notice what Paul writes in Eph. 4:22. “…in reference to your former manner of life, 
you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit…”  Paul is talking to 
Christians who have been born again but who still live in their old bodies where sin continues to attempt to reign 
over them.  Notice how sin works in us.  Paul calls it the lusts of deceit.  The power of sin is based on deception and 
only truth can set us free from that deception.  If we saw life the way Jesus sees life, we wouldn’t sin.  All behavior 
is the fruit of belief and spiritual growth is the result of replacing those lies with the truth about Jesus and living 
consistently.  One habit I picked up in my years of rebellion to God was procrastination.  When I was in college, I 
would wait until the last minute to begin a paper or to begin studying for a test.  I put off things I needed to do, 
and decisions I needed to make.  I was passive, waiting for things to come to me instead of going out and making 
things happen – maybe because I grew up in a very structured and controlling home where I made few if any 
decisions on my own and was used to being told what to do and when to do it.  I brought that tendency toward 
passivity and failing to take timely action into my Christian life and I didn’t even recognize it as a sin or as 
something that was hurting me. It felt natural as ever habit does.  But when I began the simple discipline of 
reading a chapter a day from the Old Testament book of Proverbs, I saw the Bible’s emphasis on the necessity of 
diligence and being proactive because we can only reap what we sow.  I can’t tell you how many good ideas I’ve 
had that I never followed through on; how many opportunities have slipped through my fingers because of 
passivity: how much of my life I’ve wasted - simply because of this habit.  But reading Proverbs opened my eyes to 
something that was slowly destroying me; and I began to see real life change and freedom in this area.  Imagine 
having Jesus as your life coach and meeting Him daily to get feedback on how you can live more effectively.  That’s 
what it means to be a disciple – coming to the word of God regularly, listening to Jesus and replacing the lies which 
are enslaving us with truth.   It is, without a doubt, the most important thing I do each day. 

What is discipleship - following Jesus by learning and obeying the Scriptures. Why should we want to become 
Christ’s disciples - to become like Jesus and to experience the joy of becoming what God has designed us to be.  
How does the value of discipleship shape Creekside? Let’s read Matt. 28:19-20.  After His resurrection, Jesus 
appeared to His disciples and said, "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age." Jesus didn’t command us to go build buildings or to hold worship services 
or to create ministries.  He gave us one job; to make disciples; students of Jesus learning to observe all that He 
commanded and disciples are all that Jesus is counting.  That’s why learning and applying what the Bible says is at 
the center of everything we do here.  It starts with the conviction that we can’t change anybody: only God working 
through the Scriptures can do that.  Paul writes in 1 Thess. 2:13, “For this reason we also constantly thank God that 
when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what 
it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you.”  Everything the New Testament says the Holy 
Spirit does in our lives, it also says the word of God does in our lives, because the word is the sword of the Spirit.  
To neglect the Bible is to neglect God, because the Bible is what the Spirit of God uses to impart faith and to 
change our hearts and minds.  That’s why the Bible is at the center of everything we do at Creekside.  On Sundays, 
we go through the Bible, verse by verse and chapter by chapter.  I don’t address specific issues or topics unless 
they appear in the passages we’re reading together.  We let God set the agenda; because He knows what we need 
better than we know what we need.  That’s why our children’s classes study the same passage we study on Sunday 
mornings – geared to their level of understanding, of course. That’s why we make a big deal at Creekside about 
personal Bible study.  No matter what the issue is, we’ll eventually get back to, “Are you hearing Christ’s voice in 
the Scriptures?  Is your mind being renewed by the word of God?”  Because spending personal time in the Bible is 
a non-negotiable for every true disciple of Jesus because only the truth can set us free.   But let’s be honest. 



Reading the Bible consistently is very difficult.  We can have the best of intentions and find we still can’t do it.  
That’s one of the greatest benefits of being involved in a small group.  I’ve found that Christians who are in a small 
group where they share what they’re learning from the Bible with one another each week are far more consistent 
in their personal study of the Bible than Christians who try to do it by themselves.  Our goal is biblical literacy; men 
and women and boys and girls who are true disciples of Jesus and mighty in the Scriptures.  
 
Last week at swimming, I was talking to a woman in my lane who told me she’s drowning at work and doesn’t have 
time for much else right now.  I asked her if her firm had an unusual amount of business right now and she said no; 
a couple of their staff weren’t pulling their weight and everybody was having to do their work as well as their own.  
One was new and didn’t know how to do the work yet but the other kept complaining that she was always 
assigned the same kind of work and wanted something new.  My friend said the reason she kept getting the same 
assignments was because she hadn’t learned to do them right yet.  But rather than learn, she kept defending 
herself and getting angry.  And I thought, “That’s the difference between being a disciple and not.”   A disciple 
knows they don’t know everything and is teachable.  A non-disciple doesn’t think they need to learn. Are you 
Christ’s disciple?  Is your goal in life to learn from Jesus and to apply what He teaches you?  It is very common for 
people to think they are Christians because they came to get something from Christ; peace of mind or freedom 
from an addiction or a community to which to belong.  They’re just not interested in actually following Jesus.  
Salvation is more than amnesty or a blanket pardon for our sins.  Salvation is not only being freed from the penalty 
for our sins but from the power of our sin; as Christ makes us like Himself.  If I am resistant to that change; if I have 
no interest in the Scriptures or obedience or learning from Christ because I always think I’m right, I am probably 
not saved at all; and that is where I need to begin.  I need to understand that my biggest problem in life is not my 
circumstances or other people, it’s me; that I’m too blind, too proud, and too stupid to do good or to make the 
right decisions in life; that I am enslaved to a rebellious heart which holds God, the Giver of all good things, at 
arms’ distance; which always wants my way instead of His way.  As a result, life doesn’t work for me and I do 
myself and others a great deal of damage.  I need to have my sins forgiven and I need a heart transplant; a new 
heart which loves God and people and obeys God’s commands.  That’s what Jesus offers each person.  If you will 
humble yourself and admit you can’t run your life, that you need Jesus; and believe that He is the Son of God who 
gave His life for you; and ask Him to be your Lord and Savior, He will come into your heart, make you a new person 
within; and become your guide and coach.  
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