
Identity Theft: Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 

 

Christians at War 

The Nature of Warfare  
 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand firm.” (Ephesians 6:10-13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Weapons of Warfare 
 

“Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on readiness for the gospel of peace. 16 
In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 
darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also for me, 
that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the 
gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to 
speak.” (Ephesians 6:14-20)    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

For further thought and discussion:  

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon?  What raised questions? 
2. What differences would you expect to see between soldiers serving on the front 

lines during war and soldiers serving in a time of peace?   Compare the Christian who 
believes that spiritual conflict is normal to the Christian who does not; what 
differences might you expect to see between the two? 

 
Going Deeper: 

3. Consider the following passages; Job 4:13-16; Psalm 91:5; Matthew 4:8-10; Luke 4:5-
8; Acts 5:3; 2 Corinthians 11:3, 15; 12:7; Ephesians 4:27; 1 Thessalonians 2:18; 
Revelation 2:10. How does Satan work to destroy God’s people and thwart God’s 
purposes? How often do you attribute unfortunate circumstances in your own life 
(e.g. sickness, thwarted plans, unresolved anger) to the work of Satan?   

4. Please read Eph. 6:10-13. In what battle is every Christian involved? Why do we 
need to remember that this is the Lord’s battle (see Isaiah 11:4-5; 59:17; Romans 
16:20)?  Who is our enemy? How does the enemy attack us?  What are some ways 
you have been attacked over the past month? How did you deal with the attacks?  
Why do you think Paul emphasizes “resist” and “stand firm” as the Christian’s 
primary duty in the battle? 

5. Please read Eph. 6:14-20.  For each weapon, discuss (1) what it is, (2) what it 
protects, (3) what it symbolizes, and (4) how to use it. What are the defensive 
weapons?  What are the offensive weapons? Which weapons are you currently 
employing?  Which do you need to learn to wield more effectively?    

 
Application:    
 
What is one thing you have learned from this discussion you can apply this week? 

 

 


