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This month, we’re talking about, “Charting Our Course,” and where Creekside is going. God doesn’t give the church 
a prepackaged program or a to-do list.  Instead He gives the church values and principles which we use to chart our 
course in the particular time and culture in which we live, just as sailors have used the position of the stars to chart 
their course.  So we’re looking at the four biblical values which shape everything we do as a church.  Last week we 
talked about our most important value, the gospel; because the gospel creates the church and the church exists for 
the gospel, the good news of what God has done through Christ to save sinners.  The gospel is not the ABCs of 
Christianity but the A-Z of Christianity.  We don’t start with the gospel and then move on to other things; we begin 
with the gospel and then grow in our relationship with Christ as we apply the gospel to more and more areas of 
our life.  That’s why the New Testament never says, “Do this so that you can become this,” but rather, “You are 
this by the grace of God – just live like it now.”  So the gospel is to shape Creekside’s goals, priorities, programs, 
relationships and ethics as a congregation. 

This morning we’re going to look at the second biblical value which shapes who we are and what we do; and it 
springs directly out of the gospel as well.  When Christ saves us, He doesn’t save us to be alone.  He brings us into 
His family.  He makes us part of His church.  He not only changes our relationship with God, He changes our 
relationships with one another.  The church is not a building or an event to attend; it is a people to whom to 
belong. When we talk about the value of community, we’re talking about the high importance the New Testament 
places upon our relationships with other believers; and because of the culture in which we live, this is a tough 
value to implement.  It’s not news that Americans live in a very individualistic culture.  We don’t see life in terms of 
“we” but in terms of “me.”  We live and work further away from friends and family than at any time in history.  We 
have one group of friends at work, another group of friends from the neighborhood and another group at church.  
Few Americans identify themselves by any one group to which they belong.  We’re spending more time by 
ourselves than ever before; we eat together less, play together less, work together less.  Because we’re Americans, 
we automatically think of ourselves and our interests before the interests of the group – which makes the close 
relationships with other believers which understanding the gospel leads us inevitably to and which the New 
Testament describes completely counter-cultural.  The strong currents toward isolation, individualism and 
consumerism which run through our culture are the main reasons the church in America is so weak and spiritually 
powerless. My goal this morning is to prove to you that if you are a Christian, you need other believers and need to 
plan your life around that need.  I’m going to talk about three things; why we need community, what prevents 
community and how we do community at Creekside.  

Let’s begin with why we need community; why we need to be living in close relationships with other Christians.  
We’re going to look at 1 Cor. 12 and the way God has designed us to operate together but before we go there, I 
want to pick up where we left off last week. Last Sunday we saw that the gospel – the good news of what God has 
accomplished through Christ to save sinners – is the foundational value of Creekside.  It is the gospel which creates 
the church. Paul says in Titus 2:14, “Christ gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.” That’s the gospel; Jesus died to create a 
people; a community. He did not die to create a bunch of unconnected individuals who each have their own 
personal relationship with Him; He died to create a community of people with relationships with Jesus and with 



one another.   You see, God originally created us for community and the story of the Bible is about how Jesus 
restores everything which was lost when sin entered the world.  In the original creation, the first thing that God 
said was not good was, “It is not good for man to be alone.”  Adam lived in a perfect environment, had a perfect 
body, and had a face to face relationship with his Creator; yet God said, “This is not good.  Man needs a 
companion,” and God created Eve.  God created people to live in community with one another.  Why?  Because He 
created people in His image and He exists in community.  God is a social rather than a solitary being.  He is Father, 
Son and Spirit; three persons in loving relationship to one another; an eternal community.  The Father is the Father 
because He has a son.  The Son is the Son because He has a Father.  And both share the same Spirit.  God is an 
eternal community and when He created us in His image, He created us to live communally as well.  That’s why 
when sin marred God’s image in us, not only were we alienated from God, we were alienated from one another.  
That’s why Christ not only restores our relationship with God, He restores our relationship with people.  So we’re 
created for community and we’re saved for community. The New Testament calls those people who belong to 
Christ the church and uses a number of pictures to describe the church.  We’re a family; we’re members of God’s 
household, God’s family and we’re brothers and sisters.  We’re a temple, a building and the dwelling place of God 
in the world.  We’re the bride and Christ is the bridegroom.  We’re the branches and Christ is the vine, working 
through the church to bear fruit in the world.  We’re an olive tree and each Christian is a branch.   We’re a group of 
priests, a field of crops, and a body with many different members but all part of the same body.  Each picture 
reveals who we are together and why we can’t separate our relationship with Jesus from our relationships with 
Christians.  Look at what Jesus says in John 13:34-35, "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another."  How do we know if we really believe the gospel; that Jesus loves us?  
By the love we have for other believers.  How do those outside the church know we’re followers of Jesus?  By the 
love we have for other believers.  The new commandment Jesus gives us is not to love one another.  The Old 
Testament gave us that.  The new commandment Jesus gives us is to love one another the same way He loves us, 
laying down His life for us.  Love for Christians is our response to the gospel.  That’s why we can’t ignore 
community.  If I don’t have a healthy relationship with other believers, I don’t have a healthy relationship with 
Jesus because I’m not really living in the light of the gospel.  And if I don’t have a healthy relationship with other 
believers, I will have very little impact for the gospel; because according to Jesus, the most compelling argument 
we have for the truth of the gospel is our relationships with each other.  What I hope you see is that a solitary 
Christian is as much of an oxymoron as a holy adulterer.   We were created for community, saved for community, 
and therefore we can’t be spiritually healthy apart from community and intimate, loving relationships with other 
believers.  Every Monday I meet with a small group of men to talk about the Scriptures and they apply to our lives 
and Christ never fails to speak to me through those guys; to strengthen and encourages and corrects and to make 
Himself real to me through our time together.  That’s why Jesus said, “Wherever two or three are gathered 
together in My name, I am in the midst of them.   Because the church is the dwelling place of Christ; the way Jesus 
works in the world, the way He makes Himself visible in the world; I cannot sustain a healthy relationship with 
Jesus apart from His people.  That’s why getting people into community is such a high value at Creekside. 

Now before we look at how that value shapes what we do here, I want to look at what prevents community?  
That’s what I want you to see in the passage we read earlier, 1 Cor. 12.  Paul compares the church to the human 
body.  We’re one body but each Christian plays their own unique role.  Everybody isn’t a hand or a foot; we’re 
different yet we’re all members of the same body.  That’s why Paul writes, “For even as the body (our human body) 
is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is 
Christ. (so also is the church)  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.” (vs. 
12-13) Got the picture?  We’re separate members, yet all part of  a single body.  The instant we’ve believed the 



gospel and the Spirit of Christ came to live in us, we were baptized into that body.  You didn’t join the church; you 
were born again into the church.  When Christ comes into your life, we immediately become members of God’s 
family and of the universal body of Christ, regardless of what local church we fellowship with.  Now that’s who we 
are because we believed the gospel; but as we saw last week, we don’t always live consistently with who we are; 
and Paul now addresses two reasons we fail to live in community with one another.  We don’t think others need us 
or we don’t think we need others.  The first thing that prevents community is a failure to believe that we’re 
necessary. Paul writes, “If the foot says, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this 
reason any the less a part of the body.  And if the ear says, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," 
it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? 
If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  But now God has placed the members, each one of 
them, in the body, just as He desired. If they were all one member, where would the body be?  But now there are 
many members, but one body.” (vs. 15-20)  The first way Christians deny the truth of the gospel is by not seeing 
themselves as a necessary part of this community.  Just like the human body has many different members with 
many different functions, so the church has many different members with many different functions.  However, 
some of the members of the Christian community look at the other members and think, “I’m not like them at all. I 
can’t speak, I can’t sing, I can’t lead, I can’t greet, I can’t cook…what use am I?  I’m not part of this community; I’m 
just watching from the sidelines.  I’m useless, unnecessary and might as well be invisible.”  That’s what happened 
in the church of Corinth.  “Because I am not a hand or an eye, I’m not part of the body.”   Well, Paul asks, “How 
would you like to be without an ear or a foot or a kidney or even a spleen?  Just which parts of your body are you 
willing to go without?  Because that’s what you’re saying about Christ’s body.  You’re saying that Jesus made a 
mistake when He put you into the body; that He forgot to give you a job.  But Jesus put each member into the 
body because the body needs each member.  If Jesus put you into the church, the church needs you.  I’ve noticed 
that one of the main reasons people don’t join a small group is because they’re afraid they’ll be embarrassed or 
rejected.  “I don’t know the Bible like those folks do, I’ll just embarrass myself.”  “I’m an introvert – I’m just not 
comfortable in groups.  I don’t have anything to offer.”  “I’m not like them.  I won’t be able to fit in.”  If the Bible is 
true, all those statements are lies.  The group needs you.  You bring something nobody else brings.  Christ lives in 
you and manifests Himself through you uniquely.  Our small group misses any member who isn’t there.  Each one 
is essential for our growth and health.  God put you in this community because He knew we’d need you and if 
you’re not you, who’s going to be you? 

If Christ is in your life, you are needed by His people.  But the only way you’ll discover how you’re needed is by fully 
engaging in His community and then watching the way He works through you in the lives of others.  Over time, you 
will discover the unique identity He has for you.  You may be an eye or an ear or a knee or an ACL; whatever you 
are, you are essential for the body of Christ to fully function.  And that is your truest identity. The Xhosa (kosa) 
people of South Africa have a saying, “A person is a person through persons,” meaning the larger community 
determines your identity.   Who I am is defined first and foremost by who we are together.  I didn’t know who I 
was for years until I met Christ and He adopted me into His family.  As I spent time in His family, I found out how 
He wanted to work through me; and that became my truest identity and significance.  The more deeply you 
engage in Christian community, the better you know who you are and what Christ has given you to do. 
 
Now in vs. 21-27, Paul shows us the other barrier to community, our failure to believe we need other people.  “And 
the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."  
Paul paints a pretty funny picture here.  Imagine the members of your body could talk.  In the previous example, 
the foot is depressed because he is not a hand and the ear because she is not an eye.  Paul answers the 
Corinthians, “How would you like to not have a foot or an ear?  Think those are optional?  Well then, neither are 
you.  The church needs you as much as you need your ears and feet.”  Now Paul pictures the eye speaking to the 
hand or the head to the feet, “I don’t need you.  I can get along fine without you.”  Of course we know that’s 
ludicrous.  A body would be in bad shape without ears or feet; but an eye or a head would be in far worse shape 



without a body.  All the members are dependent on the rest of the body. On the contrary, it is much truer that the 
members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; and those members of the body which we deem less 
honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more 
presentable, whereas our more presentable members have no need of it.” In our physical body we’ve got strong 
parts and weak parts; tough parts and soft parts; pretty parts and pretty icky parts; yet every part is absolutely 
necessary.  The body needs each and each needs the rest of the body. “But God has so composed the body, giving 
more abundant honor to that member which lacked, so that there may be no division in the body, but that the 
members may have the same care for one another.  And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if 
one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of 
it.”  Paul’s point is that to the degree that every member of your physical body needs the rest of the body, that’s 
how much you need other Christians – whether we recognize it or not.  You know what prevents true Christian 
community?  Paul tells us right here.  Pride; I don’t need you.  You’ve got nothing to offer.  Why should I waste my 
time with you?  We’d never say that but isn’t that the reason we don’t find time to be together; to join a small 
group, to attend Sunday worship consistently and to really make an effort to know each other?  I know we’re busy 
but I’ve noticed that we can always find time for what’s important us.  And if we can’t find time for people it’s 
because people aren’t important to us.  “I have no need of you.”  Or we want to spend time with people – but only 
certain people, “our people,” the cool people.  Several times in our history, people have left Creekside because 
they said that they couldn’t make friends here; they had a hard time connecting with people; and so they left to 
find a church where people were friendlier.  When I hear that, it makes me sad.  But in a number of those cases, 
after I dug around a little, I discovered that lots of people had reached out to these folks and had been rebuffed.  
They wanted friends but they only wanted certain people as their friends.  And if those people, for one reason or 
another didn’t respond, they got mad and left.  “I have no need of you.”  That’s a community killer, because it’s all 
about me and what I need – not about you and how Christ might want to work through me in your life and through 
you in mine.  God made us for community, Christ saved us for community; and we need to be in close spiritual 
relationships with other believers in order to grow, thrive and serve God’s purpose in the world.  That’s why 
getting people into community is such a high value at Creekside. 
 

How does our commitment to biblical community shape our church?  How do we experience that kind of 
community at Creekside?  That’s why small groups have always been at the heart of everything we do.  We don’t 
know of any other way to experience New Testament community in this culture but through small groups where 
we can share our lives and learn how to live out the truth of the gospel together.  For the first 300 years of church 
history, Christians met exclusively in homes or in the catacombs or in clearings in the woods, which meant they 
met almost exclusively in small groups.  As Paul says to the Christians at Ephesus, “…how I did not shrink from 
declaring to you anything that was profitable and teaching you publically (in the market place) and from house to 
house.” (Acts 20:20) The early Christians had no church buildings and that was when Christianity grew the fastest.  
And down through church history, whenever the Spirit of God has moved on the church, Christians have returned 
to meeting together in small groups; where they can know and be known, encourage and be encouraged as they 
study the Scriptures, pray and serve Jesus together.  Something powerful happens in a small group of believers 
which doesn’t happen on Sunday mornings.  They experience Christ working in them and through them as they live 
together, serve together, study together and pray together.  Maybe that’s why according to national studies, 
people in small groups study their Bible on their own more, share their faith more, pray more, and serve more 
than people who only attend Sunday service.  That’s why we push small groups.  I don’t know any other way to 
become a disciple of Jesus apart from being in community with other disciples.  If you’re not in a small group, try 
one out.  The first one you try may not be the right one for you.  Every group has its own personality and there’s a 
right one for you.   I’ve put a catalogue of our fall groups on the information desk in the lobby and who to contact 
for more information.  Find one that fits your schedule and visit.  See if it’s right for you.  In addition, we’ll be 
starting a number of short term groups on Sunday mornings to give people a test drive of small group life for a few 
weeks.  Then the group can decide whether it wants to continue.  We’ll be starting these fairly regularly and the 



first one begins next Sunday during the 10:30 hour to discuss the book, Sticky Faith and parenting kids who are 
growing in their faith; and will be led by Jeff Bruce.  If you’re interested in getting your feet wet, that would be a 
great option and there’s information about that group in the bulletin.  If Sticky Faith doesn’t work, try one of the 
existing groups; or wait for the next short term option which will be coming soon.     

Community is messy.  It’s never easy.  It’s a lot like having children: wonderful in theory, a lot of work in reality.  
But like having children, it is worth it.  However, the only way for us to have right relationships with one another is 
to first be in right relationship with Christ.   John writes, “By this we know we have come to know Him if we love the 
brethren.”  Love for people is the result of experiencing Christ’s love for us; and true community isn’t possible 
without being born again.  He is the only one, as Peter writes, who can “purify our hearts for a sincere love of the 
brethren.”  So I need to remind you that Christianity isn’t a religion but a living relationship with Jesus Christ.  A 
Christian isn’t someone who joins something but who believes in the gospel; that God sent His Son to become a 
man to regain all that we had lost and to do for us what we could not do for ourselves.  Jesus lived the life we 
failed to live so that God can credit us with His righteousness when we put our faith in Christ; to die the death we 
deserved to die, dying in our place on the cross and bearing the punishment for sin we deserved so that God can 
pardon us; and rising from the dead and defeating death in our behalf so that we can live with Him forever.  Jesus 
is our Savior and Champion and a Christian is anyone who recognizes their need for a Savior and asks Jesus to save 
them. 
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