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The	Bible’s	Love	Story	

On	an	unremarkable	morning	in	2007,	a	young	man	decided	to	busk	near	L’Enfant	Plaza	
in	Washington,	D.C.	After	finding	his	place,	the	man	took	out	a	violin,	and	proceeded	to	play	for	
45	minutes.	As	he	played,	hundreds	of	Federal	Employees	streamed	by.	Some	looked	up.	A	few	
threw	spare	change	into	his	violin	case.	And	almost	no	one	stopped	to	listen.	And	what	these	
supposedly	sophisticated	federal	workers	realized	is	that	they	were	in	the	presence	of	
greatness.	The	young	man	playing	was	Joshua	Bell;	one	of	the	finest	classical	musicians	of	his	
generation.	Just	nights	before	he’d	played	a	sold-out	show	at	Boston’s	Symphony	Hall.	Bell	
began	by	playing	Bach’s	Partita	No.	2	in	D	Minor;	one	of	the	most	revered	and	challenging	violin	
pieces	in	the	history	of	Western	Music.	And	he	played	this	piece	on	a	300	year-old,	3.5	million	
dollar	Stradivarius	violin.	This	was	actually	a	social	experiment	conducted	by	Gene	Weingarten	
of	the	Washington	Post.1	He	wanted	to	see	if	people	would	recognize	transcendence,	and	
beauty	if	it	smacked	them	right	in	the	face.	And	based	on	most	of	the	people’s	reaction	to	Bell,	
it’s	clear	that	they	didn’t.	They	didn’t	stop	to	watch	one	of	the	world’s	greatest	musicians	play	
one	of	the	world’s	greatest	pieces	on	one	of	the	world’s	greatest	instruments.	

Can	we	see	beauty	in	the	mundane?	In	the	monotony	of	daily	life,	can	we	discern	what’s	
truly	beautiful,	and	breathtaking?	And	will	we	even	stop	to	notice?	There	are	few	things	more	
commonplace	than	marriage.	Most	of	us	are	the	product	of	a	marriage.	And	many	of	us	spend	a	
huge	portion	of	life	just	dealing	with	our	spouses;	“for	better	or	for	worse”,	right?	Few	things	
seem	more	normal	than	marriage.	And	yet	in	God’s	eyes,	marriage	is	anything	but	mundane.	
God	has	designed	marriage	to	tell	the	love	story	of	the	universe;	the	story	of	his	great	love	for	
us.	Marriage	is	about	Jesus’	relationship	with	us.	And	if	you	get	that,	it	will	fundamentally	
change	how	you	look	at	marriage.	And,	it	will	change	how	you	look	at	your	relationship	with	
God.	Contrary	to	what	you	might	be	thinking	this	is	not	going	to	be	a	sermon	about	marriage.	
Not	fundamentally;	because	marriage	isn’t	fundamentally	about	marriage.	It’s	about	Jesus	and	
his	bride,	the	church.	And	that	truth	is	fundamental	for	all	of	us	to	grasp,	regardless	of	whether	
we’re	married,	or	single.				

Today,	we’re	completing	a	series,	entitled	“Hero:	Jesus	in	the	Old	Testament.”	Jesus	
taught	that	the	whole	Bible	is	about	Him.	And	over	the	course	of	this	series,	we’ve	tried	to	
demonstrate	this;	that	Jesus	is	the	hero	of	God’s	story.	He’s	theme	that	ties	the	whole	Bible	
together.	So	really,	our	goal	in	this	series	has	been	quite	modest.	We’re	just	trying	to	explain	
the	entire	Bible;	and	how	every	part	is	about	Jesus.	That’s	it!	
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So	how	do	you	cap	off	a	series	like	this?	How	do	you	summarize	the	story	of	the	Bible;	
and,	our	hero’s	role	in	it?	Today,	I’m	going	to	try.	I’ll	show	you	one	way	of	seeing	the	story.	The	
Bible	is	filled	with	symbols,	and	metaphors.	And	these	symbols	are	like	keys.	They	unlock	the	
meaning	of	the	narrative.	The	symbols	are	lenses.	They	help	us	to	see	the	story	more	clearly,	
and	vividly.	And	one	of	these	symbols	is	marriage.	The	symbolism	of	marriage	helps	us	make	
sense	of	the	biblical	story.				

Last	week,	we	learned	that	the	Bible’s	story	falls	into	four	major	parts:	Creation.	Fall.	
Redemption.	And	finally,	restoration.	God	made	it.	We	broke	it.	Jesus	fixes	it.	And	one	day,	
everything	will	be	fixed.	That’s	the	story.	It’s	about	a	Lord,	and	his	servants;	a	Father,	and	his	
children.	But	today	we’ll	see	that	it’s	also	about	a	groom	and	his	bride.	God	makes	a	proposal	to	
us.	Through	creation,	he	declares	his	intent	to	be	one	with	us.	Tragically,	we	reject	God’s	
proposal,	and	run	to	other	lovers.	But	rather	than	reject	us,	God	pursues	us.	Jesus	is	the	
bridegroom	who	comes	to	get	his	runaway	bride.	He	buys	us	back,	and	cleans	us	up,	and	wins	
our	hearts,	and	makes	us	his.	And	when	Christ	returns	we	finally	have	the	long-awaited	
wedding.	We	exchange	vows.	And	we	experience	the	joy	of	unhindered	communion	with	God.	
That’s	the	love	story	Scripture	is	telling.	

So	let’s	look	at	it	more	closely;	beginning	with	creation.	Genesis	1	and	2	describe	God’s	
creation	of	the	world.	As	you	read	through	these	chapters,	you	begin	to	notice	a	pattern.	When	
God	creates,	he’s	very	intentional.	He	doesn’t	just	throw	paint	onto	a	canvas.	No.	There’s	a	
rhythm	and	a	rhyme	to	his	creative	work.	And	as	we’ll	see,	this	pattern	is	significant.			

In	Genesis	1:1,	we	read	that	“In	the	beginning,	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth.”	
This	verse	is	a	summary	statement.	Moses	–	the	author	–	is	telling	us	that	what	God	creates	can	
be	summed	up	in	two	words;	heaven	and	earth.	In	the	Bible,	heaven	is	God’s	space.	That’s	why	
we	often	read	of	God	sitting	where?	“In	the	heavens.”	The	earth,	by	contrast,	is	our	space.	So	
God	creates	two	distinct	spheres;	one	for	him,	and	one	for	us.	But	God’s	intention	isn’t	to	keep	
us	at	arm’s	length;	to	quarantine	us	on	the	earth	while	he	remains	in	heaven.	No.	God	wants	to	
unite	his	space	with	our	space.	And	that’s	what	we	see	the	Garden	of	Eden.	Eden	is	where	God	
fellowships	with	humanity;	where	heaven	and	earth	interlock	and	overlap.	So	heaven	and	earth	
are	distinct.	And	yet,	they’re	complementary.	They	fit	together.	So	God	makes	a	
complementary	pair.	And	creation	is	filled	with	even	more	complementary	pairs.	We	go	on	to	
read	of	God	creating	day	and	night;	land	and	sea;	sun	and	moon;	peanut	butter	and	jelly;	
macaroni	and	cheese;	Steph	and	Klay	(ok,	Genesis	doesn’t	mention	all	of	those).	But	notice,	God	
is	a	match-maker.	He	loves	creating	pairs.		

And	so	it	should	comes	as	no	surprise	that	when	God	creates	us,	he	makes	another	pair;	
male	and	female.	These	two	are	different.	And	yet,	they’re	made	for	each	other.	And	this	
becomes	crystal	clear	in	Genesis	2.	In	chapter	2,	Moses	elaborates	on	God’s	creation	of	
humanity.	According	to	Moses,	God	creates	Adam	first;	and	then	Eve.	And	God	calls	Eve,	
Adam’s	“suitable	[or	strong]	helper”	(Genesis	2:18).	In	other	words,	the	woman	is	a	
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complement	to	the	man.	She	supplies	what	he	lacks.	And	God	forms	Eve	from	Adam’s	rib.	So	
man	and	woman	are	distinct	from	one	other.	And	yet,	they’re	organically	related.	And	they’re	
made	for	connection	with	each	other…which	is	why	Moses	says	in	verse	24,	“For	this	reason	a	
man	shall	leave	his	father	and	his	mother,	and	be	joined	to	his	wife;	and	they	shall	become	one	
flesh.”	Moses	is	saying	that,	in	light	of	God’s	design	–	in	light	of	that	fact	that	we	are	male	and	
female	–	a	man	should	leave	his	family	of	origin,	and	cleave	to	his	wife.	And	the	two	should	
become	“one	flesh.”	Now,	this	“one	flesh”	union	is	clearly	sexual.	But	it’s	more	than	that.	It’s	a	
whole-life	union.	It’s	one	human	life,	fully	shared;	one	reputation,	one	budget;	one	suffering,	
one	everything.2	My	assets	become	your	assets.	And	my	liabilities	become	your	liabilities.	
Moses	is	giving	us	God’s	vision	of	marriage;	it	is	one	male,	and	one	female	becoming	one	flesh.			

Now	clearly,	this	passage	has	implications	for	how	we	think	about	marriage.	But	let’s	
not	miss	the	bigger	picture.	Adam	and	Eve	form	yet	another	complementary	pair.	They’re	part	
of	this	larger	pattern.	And	the	pattern	is	so	significant.	God	is	trying	to	show	us	something;	
something	about	his	intention	in	creating	us.	God	has	made	earth	for	heaven,	and	woman	for	
man.	And,	ultimately,	he	has	made	creation	for	creator.	He	has	made	us	for	him.	That’s	what	all	
of	this	is	pointing	to.	As	Augustine	said,	“Thou	hast	made	us	for	Thyself	oh	God,	and	our	heart	is	
restless	until	it	finds	rest	in	Thee.”	So	God’s	desire	for	relationship	with	us	is	written	into	the	
fabric	of	creation.	This	is	what	all	of	creation	–	and	especially	marriage	–	points	to.	God	is	
extending	an	invitation;	he’s	proposing	to	us.	He’s	inviting	us	to	live	in	union	with	him.				

God’s	wants	to	create	unity	within	diversity,	and	harmony	within	difference;	which	
means	that	not	all	differences	are	bad.	Some	differences	are	very	good.	And	if	you’re	married,	I	
hope	that	encourages	you.	You	and	your	spouse	counter-balance	each	other.	You	have	
different	strengths;	and	different	perspectives.	So	sometimes	you	won’t	see	eye	to	eye.	And	it’s	
not	because	one	of	you	is	wrong,	and	the	other	is	right.	It’s	just	because	you	are	profoundly	
different.	And	that’s	not	your	fault.	It’s	God’s.	But	listen,	if	you	learn	to	appreciate	the	
differences,	they’ll	sharpen	you.	And	they’ll	make	you	a	more	well-rounded	human	being.		
	 People	often	say	that	the	key	to	a	successful	relationship	is	compatibility.3	Spouses	
should	be	compatible.	They	should	have	similar	desires,	and	preferences,	and	values.		
Now	there’s	a	degree	of	truth	to	this.	A	husband	and	wife	should	have	some	shared	
convictions.	And	according	to	the	Bible,	if	you	love	Jesus,	you	should	seek	to	marry	someone	
who	loves	Jesus.4	So	some	kinds	of	compatibility	are	important.	But	compatibility	is	not	the	be-
all,	end-all	of	a	healthy	relationship.	In	fact,	if	all	I	care	about	is	compatibility,	then	my	search	
for	a	mate	is	fundamentally	selfish.	I’m	really	just	looking	for	someone	who	will	accommodate	
me;	who	already	wants	what	I	want,	and	likes	what	I	like;	in	other	words,	someone	who	won’t	
try	to	change	me	at	all.	And	if	I	date	with	this	mindset,	I’ll	become	incredibly	self-absorbed.	This	
is	how	E-Harmony	turns	into,	“Me-harmony,”5	right?		I	need	to	find	a	spouse	who	conforms	to	
my	expectations.	And	if	I	carry	that	mindset	into	my	marriage,	I’m	in	for	a	rude	awakening;	
because	my	spouse	is	a	complement.	She’s	not	a	clone.	So	we	won’t	always	agree.	Sometimes,	
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spouses	say	things	like,	“honey,	you’re	like	my	missing	puzzle	piece.”	And	that’s	cute.	I	don’t	
mind	that.	But	I	think	it’s	more	like	this.	You’re	a	rock.	And	you’re	spouse	is	a	rock.	And	then,	
God	throws	you	into	a	rock-tumbler,	and	you	begin	to	collide.	And	that’s	marriage.	But	as	you	
bump	into	each	other,	the	rough	edges	become	smooth.	And	you	each	become	jewels;	the	
people	God	intended	for	you	to	become.	I	don’t	exist	in	some	fixed	form	that	my	wife	must	
accommodate;	and	neither	does	she.	We	both	need	to	change.	We	need	to	become	like	Jesus.	
And	that	only	happens	as	I	learn	to	sacrifice	for	her;	to	not	only	look	out	for	my	interests,	but	
hers.			
	 So	the	next	time	you’re	arguing	with	your	spouse,	ask	yourself,	“is	this	a	matter	of	right	
and	wrong;	or	is	this	just	a	difference	of	opinion?”	And	then	ask,	“what	can	I	appreciate	about	
my	spouse’s	perspective?	What	can	I	take	from	it?”	Listen,	Kashelle	and	I	are	different.	I’m	
conceptual.	She’s	perceptual.	I’m	art.	She’s	science.	I	like	good	movies.	She	doesn’t.	I’m	lazy.	
She’s	productive.	I’m	conviction.	She’s	compassion.	But	she	has	rubbed	off	on	me.	As	I	listen	to	
her,	I	see	things	from	her	perspective.	And	as	a	result,	I’ve	become	more	productive.	I	think	
more	about	people’s	feelings.	And	I’m	more	compassionate.	She	has	rounded	me	out.	See,	
someone	who	is	just	like	me	can’t	help	me	grow.	They	have	nothing	to	teach	me.	So	learn	to	
value	your	spouse’s	differences.	See	what	you	can	learn	from	them.	And	as	you	do	that,	I	think	
you’ll	look	more	and	more	like	Christ.			

God	creates	us	for	a	relationship	with	himself.	And	he	invites	us	into	that	relationship.	
That’s	Act	1.	In	Act	2,	we	say,	“no.”	And	we	run	to	the	arms	of	other	lovers.	That’s	what	Adam	
and	Eve	do.	It’s	what	the	nation	of	Israel	does.	And	it’s	what	we	do.			

The	biblical	writers	describe	sin	in	a	variety	of	ways.	Sin	is	missing	God’s	mark.	It’s	
walking	over	a	boundary,	which	God	has	established.	It’s	twisting	what	God	has	created.	But	
according	to	Scripture,	sin	is	also	idolatry.	And	idolatry	is	adultery.	In	the	Old	Testament,	
idolatry	–	the	worship	of	false	gods	–	is	often	described	as,	“playing	the	harlot.”	In	fact	that	
phrase	is	used	over	50	times.	So	idolatry	is	synonymous	with	harlotry;	with	prostitution	and	
infidelity.	When	we	sin,	we	forsake	God.	We	give	ourselves	to	other	lovers.	And	we	prostitute	
ourselves	to	them.	We	give	them	our	affection	and	devotion	in	exchange	for	some	good	or	
service.	Now,	this	description	of	sin	only	makes	sense	if	God	is	–	in	some	sense	–	married	to	his	
people.	And	that’s	exactly	what	Scripture	says.	

Let’s	return	to	Genesis	2	for	a	moment.	Moses	says	a	man	will	leave	his	family,	and	“be	
joined,”	to	his	wife.	That	word,	“be	joined,”	is	often	used	of	Israel’s	relationship	with	God.	
Elsewhere,	it’s	translated	as	“cleave”	or	“hold	fast.”	God	calls	Israel	to	“hold	fast”	to	him.	Israel	
has	a	covenant	with	God.	And	this	covenant	is	like	a	marriage.	It’s	a	relationship	based	on	vows.	
God	made	a	vow	to	Israel.	He	said,	“I	will	be	your	God.”	And	in	response,	the	Israelites	said,	“We	
will	be	your	people.”	And	this	relationship	was	exclusive.	It	involved	one	God,	and	one	people.	
That’s	why	God’s	very	first	commandment	to	Israel	was; "You	shall	have	no	other	gods	before	
Me.”	God	wants	his	people	to	worship	him,	and	him	alone. 			
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But	the	Israelites	simply	refuse	to	fulfill	their	vows.	And	almost	immediately,	they	go	
astray.	In	Exodus	32,	Moses	goes	to	meet	with	God	on	Mount	Sinai.	Just	days	before	God	had	
established	his	covenant	with	Israel.	And	now,	God	and	Moses	are	on	the	mountain,	discussing	
the	terms	of	the	covenant.	So	the	ink	on	the	marriage	license	is	still	wet.	And	what	do	the	
Israelites	do?	They	build	a	golden	calf,	and	begin	to	worship	it.	It’s	as	if	the	people	say,	“I	do,”	
and	then	run	out	of	the	church,	and	into	the	arms	of	an	ex-boyfriend.	And	throughout	her	
history,	Israel	keeps	chasing	other	lovers.	From	time	to	time,	the	people	are	faithful.	But	by	and	
large,	they	refuse	to	be	faithful.	And	this	continues	for	hundreds	of	years...	

Until	finally,	God	decides	to	give	Israel	a	wake-up	call.	In	the	8th	Century	B.C.,	God	raises	
up	a	prophet	named	Hosea.	And	here’s	what	he	tells	Hosea	to	do,	"Go,	take	to	yourself	a	wife	of	
harlotry	and	have	children	of	harlotry;	for	the	land	commits	flagrant	harlotry,	forsaking	the	
LORD"	(Hosea	1:2).	God	says,	“Hosea,	go	marry	a	woman	who	will	cheat	on	you	repeatedly.	
She’ll	give	birth	to	children	out	of	wedlock.	And	you	will	have	to	raise	them.”	This	is	one	of	
those,	“bet-you-didn’t-know-that-was-in-the-Bible”	verses,	isn’t	it?	This	is	nuts,	right?	As	
Christians,	we	always	pray,	“use	me	God.”	But	not	like	this,	right?	And	our	natural	response	is	to	
say,	“God,	what	are	you	doing?”	This	is	horrifying.	And	that’s	the	point.	Sin	is	horrifying.	
Through	Hosea,	God	is	giving	his	people	a	picture	of	what	it’s	like	to	be	their	God.	God	is	
married	to	a	serial	adulterer.				

Sin	is	adultery.	It’s	loving	and	adoring	something	more	than	God.	And	here	are	two	
implications	that	follow	from	this.	

First,	sin	is	intensely	personal.	It	grieves	and	offends	God	at	a	level	we	simply	don’t	
understand.	Sin	is	idolatry.	An	idol	is	anything	that	you	treat	as	ultimate.	It’s	where	I	find	my	
deepest	security,	and	significance	and	joy.	Tim	Keller	says	an	idol	is	anything	so	central	to	my	
life,	that,	should	I	lose	it,	my	life	would	hardly	be	worth	living.6	And	I	will	do	whatever	it	takes	to	
please	my	idol.	So	if	my	idol	is	comfort,	I	think,	“I	will	do	whatever	it	takes	to	avoid	discomfort.”	
If	it’s	my	kids,	I	think,	“I’ll	do	whatever	it	takes	to	have	successful	children.”	If	it’s	work,	I	think,	
“I’ll	do	whatever	it	takes	to	get	ahead	in	my	job.”	And	we	don’t	listen	to	God	because	our	hearts	
belong	to	another.	We’re	enamored	with	another	god.	God	says,	“don’t	be	anxious	about	
money,	I’ll	provide	for	you.”	But	money	says,	“you	can	never	have	enough	of	me.”	God	says,	“my	
opinion	is	what	matters,	so	do	what’s	pleasing	to	me.”	But	the	god	of	approval	says,	“fear	
people,	do	whatever	it	takes	to	make	them	happy.”	Sin	is	giving	your	trust	and	affection	to	a	
false	god.	So	it’s	an	act	of	betrayal	against	the	true	God.	Sin	is	ugly.	And	we	must	not	forget	
that.	In	our	culture,	the	ugliness	of	sin	is	often	minimized.	Like,	for	some	reason	deserts	are	
“sinful,”	right?	I’m	always	being	tempted	to	“indulge”	in	some	“sinful”	new	flavor	of	ice	cream.	
According	to	marketers,	the	most	“sinful”	thing	I	could	do	is	go	to	Cold	Stone.	But	sin	isn’t	doing	
some	enjoyable	thing	that	God	arbitrarily	forbids.	Sin	is	ugly.	It	is	betrayal.	It	grieves	and	
offends	God.		
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And	it	destroys	us.	And	this	leads	to	the	second	implication.	Sin	is	exploitative.	Idols	
never	deliver	on	their	promises.	They	don’t	give.	They	just	take.	Israel	prostituted	herself	to	
other	gods.	She	worshipped	false	gods	to	get	rain,	and	crops,	and	protection	from	enemies.	And	
she	expected	a	wage	in	return	for	her	worship.	But	these	gods	enslaved	her.	And	idols	always	
do.	They	take	everything.	But	there’s	always	a	diminishing	return.	Derek	Kidner	says	that	idols	
“…are	illusions	that	recede	with	every	step	one	takes	towards	them.”7	That	is	so	true.	Every	
addict	knows	that	appetite	increases	with	consumption.	The	more	you	feed	your	addiction,	the	
hungrier	you	get.	The	more	weight	you	put	into	something,	the	less	stable	it	becomes.	If	work	is	
my	god,	I’ll	always	be	frustrated	with	work;	because	it	could	always	be	better.	If	my	kids	are	my	
god,	I’ll	crush	them	with	my	expectations.	And	I’ll	always	be	disappointed	with	them;	because	
they’re	really	lousy	gods.	They’re	cute.	But	they	aren’t	that	impressive.	If	I	put	my	hope	in	
sexual	pleasure;	I’ll	find	sex	less	and	less	satisfying.	Sin	is	running	from	a	good	husband	to	an	
evil,	exploitative	lover.	And	that	lover	enslaves	us.	We’re	held	captive.	We	can’t	stop	serving	
our	idol,	even	though	it	is	slowly	robbing	us	of	life,	and	satisfaction.				

So	we	run	from	God.	That’s	act	2.	How	will	God	respond?	Will	he	cast	us	off?	Will	he	file	
for	divorce?	Listen	to	what	God	says	to	his	people	in	Hosea	2.	"Therefore,	behold,	I	will	allure	
her,	bring	her	into	the	wilderness	And	speak	kindly	to	her….19	"I	will	betroth	you	to	Me	forever;	
Yes,	I	will	betroth	you	to	Me	in	righteousness	and	in	justice,	In	lovingkindness	and	in	
compassion,	20	And	I	will	betroth	you	to	Me	in	faithfulness.	Then	you	will	know	the	LORD”	
(Hosea	2:14,	19-20).	God	refuses	to	abandon	his	people.	But	neither	will	he	tolerate	a	
dysfunctional	relationship.	Instead,	he’s	going	to	win	his	people	back.	He’s	going	to	woo	them;	
and	convince	them	that	he’s	better	than	his	rivals.	And	God	will	re-marry	his	people.	He	will	
give	them	a	new	kind	of	relationship	with	him.	He	will	betroth	them	to	himself	in	righteousness.	
In	other	words,	he	will	make	the	relationship	right,	so	that	His	people	obey	him,	and	love	him.	
The	relationship	will	finally	be	mutual.	And	the	end	result	is	that	they	will	know	God	intimately;	
in	a	way	they	haven’t	before.	God	is	coming	to	win	humanity	back.				

And	that’s	Jesus.	In	John	3,	John	the	Baptist	calls	Jesus,	“the	bridegroom.”8	Jesus	is	the		
ultimate	husband.	He	leaves	his	Father	in	heaven.	And	he	cleaves	to	us,	the	church.	And	he	
becomes	one	with	us.9	In	1	Corinthians	6,	Paul	says	that	Jesus	is	“one	spirit,”	with	us.10	He	joins	
himself	to	us.	So	our	liabilities	become	his	liabilities.	Jesus	takes	all	of	our	sin	onto	himself.	And	
he	suffers	the	full	penalty	of	sin.	He	frees	us	from	our	cruel	masters.	And	he	rises	from	the	dead	
to	bring	us	home	to	God.	Additionally,	Jesus’	assets	become	our	assets.	When	we	trust	in	Jesus,	
we	get	his	righteousness;	his	position	before	the	Father.	And	now,	we	are	betrothed	to	Jesus.	

In	the	ancient	world,	a	wife	was	betrothed	(or	promised)	to	her	husband	long	before	the	
actual	wedding	took	place.	But	once	you	were	betrothed,	you	were	legally	married.	And	that’s	
our	situation	as	believers.	We’ve	been	betrothed	to	Christ.	We	have	a	legal	union	with	him.	And	
we	enjoy	the	privileges	of	that	union.	We	have	his	assets;	his	righteousness,	his	power;	and	his	
inheritance.	But	our	actual	wedding	is	still	future.	So	what	is	Jesus	doing	now?	According	to	
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Ephesians	5,	he’s	cleaning	us	up.	He’s	washing	us.	He’s	removing	our	sin.	He’s	preparing	us	for	
our	big	day;	so	that	when	it	comes	we	will	be	spotless	and	pure	before	him.	Jesus	is	the	
relentless	husband.	He	chases	us	down,	and	wins	us	back,	and	cleans	us	up,	and	makes	us	his.	
That’s	act	3.		

And	when	Jesus	returns	at	the	end	of	history,	we	finally	experience	the	wedding.	At	the	
end	of	Revelation	–	the	very	end	of	the	Bible	–	the	Apostle	John	says	this,	"Let	us	rejoice	and	be	
glad	and	give	the	glory	to	Him,	for	the	marriage	of	the	Lamb	[that’s	Jesus]	has	come	and	His	
bride	has	made	herself	ready."		8	It	was	given	to	her	to	clothe	herself	in	fine	linen,	bright	and	
clean;	for	the	fine	linen	is	the	righteous	acts	of	the	saints”	(Revelation	19:7-8).	When	Christ	
returns,	we	will	be	glorified.	We’ll	be	raised	to	new	life	in	eternal,	sinless	bodies.	We’ll	be	just	
like	Jesus,	bright	and	pure	and	clean.	And	so	we’ll	be	fully	devoted	to	him,	as	he	is	fully	devoted	
to	us.	And	we’ll	finally	say,	“I	do,”	and	mean	it	wholly	and	truly.	And	God	will	come	down,	and	
dwell	among	us.	Heaven	and	earth	will	become	one.	And	we’ll	be	forever	united	to	God,	and	
experience	full,	unhindered	communion	with	him.	What	does	that	mean?	What	does	that	
entail?	I	don’t	really	know.	But	we	get	a	foretaste	of	it	now.	Whenever	we	sense	the	love	of	
God;	when	we	experience	sheer	joy;	we	get	the	slightest	hint	of	what’s	coming.	We	get	a	sense	
of	the	“happily	ever	after”	for	which	we	were	created.	And	that’s	Act	4.				

So	that’s	the	love	story	of	the	Bible.	And	this	has	implications	for	all	of	us;	whether	
we’re	married,	or	single.		

Let’s	begin	with	those	of	us	who	are	married.	Listen,	marriage	is	hard.	I	know	that.	I	
know	some	of	you	carry	tremendous	wounds.	You’re	hurt.	You’re	exhausted.	You’re	confused.	
Maybe	you’ve	tried,	but	things	aren’t	getting	better.	And	I	can’t	speak	to	the	complexities	and	
challenges	of	your	situation.	And	obviously,	I	can’t	make	your	spouse	change.	But	my	prayer	is	
that	you’d	see	the	bigger	picture.	Marriage	isn’t	just	about	you	and	your	spouse.	It’s	not.	It’s	
about	Christ,	and	his	bride.	God	created	marriage	as	a	signpost	to	a	greater	and	grander	reality.	
Your	marriage	is	a	living	parable	of	Christ’s	love	for	the	church.	It’s	a	miniature	social	platform	
on	which	the	gospel	can	be	displayed.11	And	that’s	why	Christians	take	marriage	seriously;	
because	we	take	the	gospel	seriously.	And	just	as	I	must	be	careful	not	to	distort	the	gospel	
message,	I	must	be	careful	not	to	distort	the	gospel	metaphor.	God	has	already	defined	what	
marriage	is,	and	what	marriage	signifies.		
	 So	the	question	I	must	ask	is	this;	does	my	marriage	accurately	depict	Christ’s	love?	
Or	does	my	marriage	proclaim	a	false	gospel?	See,	I	might	say,	“Christ	accepts	us	by	sheer	
grace.	He	treats	us	better	than	we	deserve.”	But	if	I’m	constantly	critiquing	my	wife;	if	I’m	cold	
towards	her,	because	she	doesn’t	conform	to	my	expectations,	then	I’m	distorting	the	gospel.	I	
may	teach	that	Jesus	lays	down	his	life	for	us.	But	if	I	refuse	to	consider	my	wife’s	interests;	if	I	
don’t	listen	to	her;	if	I	don’t	lay	my	“yes”	down	and	say,	“	yes	honey,	I	want	to	serve	you.	How	
can	I	serve	you?”	then	I’m	distorting	the	gospel.	I	may	say	that	Jesus	pursues	reconciliation	with	
us.	But	if	I	refuse	to	pursue	reconciliation	with	Kashelle,	I’m	distorting	the	gospel.	Listen,	this	is	
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way,	way	bigger	than	you.	It’s	way	bigger	than	our	personal	happiness.	This	is	about	Christ’s	
reputation	in	the	world.	We	have	the	opportunity	to	display	God’s	love	for	the	church.	Do	you	
see	the	beauty	in	that?	Do	you	feel	the	weightiness	of	that?	You	may	not	feel	affection	towards	
your	spouse.	But	what	about	Jesus?	Do	you	care	about	his	reputation?	Do	you	care	about	
honoring	him?	Then	you	cannot	be	indifferent	about	loving	and	honoring	your	spouse.	You	
can’t.	It’s	impossible.		
	 The	gospel	is	our	model.	And	it’s	also	our	motivation.	The	reality	is	this;	I	have	treated	
Jesus	so	much	worse	than	my	spouse	has	treated	me.	And	Jesus	treats	me	so	much	better	than	
I	deserve.	So	I	can	treat	my	wife	that	way	as	well.	Think	about	how	slowly	people	change;	how	
slowly	you	have	changed.	Your	spouse	probably	won’t	change	any	faster	than	you	do.	But	Jesus	
accepts	you	and	loves	you	anyway.	And	if	you	know	that,	you	can	treat	your	spouse	better	than	
they	deserve.	You	can	be	patient.	You	can	keep	at	it.	You	can.			
	 Perhaps	you’re	not	married.	Or	maybe	you	were	married,	and	you	blew	it	up.	Or	maybe	
you	tried	to	save	the	marriage,	and	your	spouse	blew	it	up.	Or	maybe	the	blow	up	was	mutual.	
Maybe	you’re	single	and	long	to	be	married.	Or	maybe	you’re	single	and	you’re	happy	being	
single	(which,	by	the	way,	the	Bible	says	is	totally	awesome).	In	any	case,	let	me	say	this;	
marriage	is	a	signpost.	But	Jesus	is	the	substance.	So	if	you	know	his	love,	you	have	something	
more	beautiful,	and	more	enduring,	and	more	satisfying	than	marriage	ever	could	be.	And	Jesus	
is	jealous	for	your	affection.	He	doesn’t	want	to	be	part	of	a	love	triangle.	He	wants	undivided	
devotion,	because	that’s	what	he	gives	you.	So	will	you	take	this	to	heart;	to	see	the	intimacy	of	
Christ’s	love	for	you	and	the	ugliness	of	sin?	And	will	you	honor	Jesus	by	taking	your	spiritual	
adultery	seriously;	by	fleeing	from	your	idols,	and	trusting	in	him	and	listening	to	him?			
	
	 Listen,	everyone	one	of	us	longs	to	be	loved;	and	yes,	loved	like	a	parent	loves	a	child;	
and	like	a	friend	loves	another	friend.	But	ultimately,	we	all	want	to	be	loved	affectionately,	and	
intimately,	and	exclusively.	And	if	you	don’t	know	Jesus,	I’ll	say	this;	every	romantic	longing	
you’ve	had;	every	experience	of	intimate	affection;	they’re	all	signposts	leading	back	to	him.	His	
love	is	not	cold,	dutiful	altruism.	It	is	a	jealous,	exclusive	love	that	pursues	you;	and	chases	you	
down,	and	woos	you	and	wins	you;	and	will	not	settle	till	you’re	his	forever.	Our	longings	for	
this	kind	of	love	will	never	be	completely	satisfied	by	a	spouse.	But	they	will	be	forever	satisfied	
by	the	savior,	Jesus.	I	invite	you	to	come	to	him	today.	Let’s	pray.			
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