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When we began our series on Jesus in the Old Testament at the beginning of the summer, we saw that the Bible 
follows the same plot most of our favorite stories follow.  Things are great; then disaster strikes; and a hero 
appears to make all that is wrong, right again.  He or she faces insurmountable odds and seems to fail in their 
quest; only at the last minute rising to conquer and to restore everything to what it was before the disaster.  The 
reason that plot resonates with us so deeply is because that’s the plot of the Bible and of our own story as well.  
The story of the Bible falls into four acts:  Creation, Fall, Redemption and Restoration; what we had, how we lost it, 
how Christ regained it for us, and how everything God created will be restored and made even better by Jesus.  
The world God created was a paradise:  no death, injustice, pain, frustration, disease or decay; life as it was meant 
to be and as we instinctively think it should be. But in the story of the Bible, things didn’t remain that way. The first 
humans are deceived into striking out on their own and becoming their own god by God’s great enemy, Satan; and 
that brings us to the second Act in the story of the Bible, the Fall; as people and the whole creation are distorted 
into something God never intended. But there is one note of hope in the midst of this disaster.  God promises that 
one of Eve’s descendants will crush Satan’s head; that the devil and all his schemes will ultimately be defeated in 
individual combat by a human being; a son of Eve, who will regain what Adam lost and restore creation back to 
what God originally intended it and us to be. The story of that promised Savior is the great theme of the Bible as 
He is predicted in the Old Testament and revealed in the New.   So far we’ve worked our way through the first 
three acts of the story; creation, fall and redemption.  Today as we continue to look at Jesus in the Prophets, we’re 
going to look at the fourth act: restoration and what is still to come.  That’s the subject of Isaiah 11:1-10 which I’ve 
entitled “Thy Kingdom Come” because these verses are a picture of what the world will look like when God’s will is 
finally done here as it is in heaven.  Jesus described the life of a disciple as living in the present with our eyes on 
the future; realizing that this life is only a dressing room for eternity, that the sufferings of this life are not worthy 
to be compared with the glories which follow; so that we can calmly accept whatever suffering and trouble we 
have now because we know what is coming.   This morning I want to look at three things from Isaiah 11: the King 
whom we need (1-5) the earth under His reign (6-9) and the people under His reign (10).    
 
 
Let’s look at the King we need (1-5) 
Verses 1-5 takes us back to a theme we’ve seen repeated throughout the story of the Bible; God’s people need a 
king to lead them into the blessing of God.  This was the lesson we learned in Joshua and Judges and from 1 and 2 
Samuel.   In Joshua, we saw a picture of that king as God grants His people victory over their enemies as long as 
they follow Joshua and in Judges we saw why God’s people need a king as we read about the 400 years between 
Joshua and David, the dark years of idolatry, slavery and barbarism because as Judges keeps repeating, “In those 
days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”  The king Israel needs to bring them 
into a place of permanent rest and blessing won’t appear until Jesus, but we meet the closest thing to that king in 
1 and 2 Samuel and the story of King David.  However, David wasn’t the king Israel needed but simply a picture of 
that king and in 2 Samuel 7 God promises David that He will seat one of David’s descendants upon his throne and 
that his kingdom will last forever.  That’s why the Son of David was one of Israel’s popular titles for the Messiah 
and He is the subject of vs. 1-5 of Isaiah 11. “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots will bear fruit.”  Jesse was David’s father so this prophecy which Isaiah receives from God refers to someone 
from the house of David who will appear in the future. In the chapter before this, Isaiah has been talking about the 
destruction of the Assyrian Empire which God used to defeat and to humble Israel and how God will defeat and 
humble Assyria as well since they are even more idolatrous and proud than Israel.  God uses Assyria to cut down 
the forest of Israel and then God cuts down the forest of Assyria, leaving a desolate land of stumps.  That complete 
deforestation is what the word, “Then” refers to in vs. 1 of chapter 11.  Following the judgment of Israel and 



Assyria, then, a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse.  The picture here is of an oak tree which has been cut 
down and all that is left is the stump.  Following the reign of Solomon, 10 of the 12 tribes of Israel rebelled against 
the house of David and began their own nation with their own king in the north which was called Israel.  The tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin in the South remained loyal to the house of David and were called Judah which is where we 
get the name Jews.  The Northern kingdom of Israel has 19 kings and all were bad.  As a result, God sent Assyria to 
conquer Israel who took them away into captivity, scattered them throughout the nations; and their descendants 
never returned to the land but became the Jews who are scattered throughout the nations of the world.  Of the 20 
kings of Judah – all from the house of David – eight were good and the rest were bad.  As a result, Judah lasted 160 
years longer than Israel but was eventually conquered by Babylon and taken into captivity.  However, those Jews 
returned to the land – just as God had promised.  However, after their return from Babylon, Israel was never again 
an independent nation with their own king from the house of David; but was ruled by the Persians, the Greeks and 
then by the Romans.  God had warned David’s son, Solomon that as long as he and his sons followed God, his 
family would rule but if they stopped, their reign would end and Israel would be removed from the land; which is 
exactly what happened. However this prophecy says that the house of David will be restored.  A shoot will spring 
from its stump.  The tree that seems to be dead will live again and a descendant of David will once again rule over 
Israel.  So this passage is a description of the king God has been promising to send throughout the story of the 
Bible; which is why Jesus is called the Son of David, the Lion of Judah, the root of Jesse in whom the Gentiles will 
hope, and the one who holds the key of David: the promised and permanent king of Israel whose reign will be 
forever and who will defeat Satan and evil and make everything that is wrong right.  It is His reign that chapter 11 
describes. 
 
Why will He be the king Israel – and the world – needs?  “The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.”  
This human king will have everything He needs to wisely reign over the earth because the Spirit of the Lord will be 
in Him – who will give Him all the wisdom and understanding and counsel and strength and knowledge He needs 
as well as the fear of the Lord. And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, and He will not judge by what His eyes 
see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear; but with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with 
fairness for the afflicted of the earth; and He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of 
His lips He will slay the wicked. Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness the belt about 
His waist.”  The Son of David will be the perfect king; the ruler this world has always needed but never had; 
perfectly just and impartial; judging the poor, defending the weak and punishing the wicked because unlike every 
king of Israel – good or bad – and unlike every other leader in history, this king will listen only to God.   God’s will 
will finally be done on earth as it is in heaven.   Because the Spirit of the Lord rests upon the root of Jesse, He will 
delight in the fear of the Lord.  His food will be to do the will of God and to accomplish His work.  His only ambition 
will be pleasing His Father; and as a result, He will not judge by what His eyes see or by what His ears hear but will 
make righteous judgments; listening only to God and doing only what God tells Him to do.  The Son of David will 
finally fulfill what God originally created people to be; His representatives on earth who rule in His name; who 
have authority because they are under authority.  Remember, all of our problems began when Adam and Eve 
stopped listening to God and listened to the serpent and to what their eyes saw and to what their hearts wanted.  
They became their own god doing their own will based upon their own impressions rather than listening to their 
Creator.  The Son of David does what Adam should have done.  He delights in the fear of the Lord, listening only to 
God and believing what God says more than what He sees or hears.  As a result, unlike Adam’s reign on earth; 
which resulted in chaos, destruction and death the reign of the Son of David will result in universal justice and 
peace.  The earth finally has the king it needs.   
 
Only Jesus perfectly fulfills this description of the root of Jesse.  According to the genealogies in the gospels of 
Matthew and Luke, Jesus is the son of David, a direct descendant of David on both his mother and his earthly 
father’s side.  At His baptism, the Holy Spirit descends from heaven and rests upon Him – which is why as Greg 
taught a couple of Sundays back, Jesus quotes from Isaiah 61 in Luke 4:18-19, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon 
me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners; To proclaim the favorable year of the 
LORD;” And because the Spirit of the Lord rested on Jesus, He did not judge by what His eyes saw or His ears heard; 
but by what His Father told Him. John 5:19 says  “Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, "Truly, truly, I 



say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless {it is} something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the 
Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.”  John 5:30  "I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I 
hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” And 
John 8:15 -16, "You judge according to the flesh; I am not judging anyone. But even if I do judge, My judgment is 
true; for I am not alone {in it,} but I and the Father who sent Me.”   Only Jesus perfectly fulfills Isaiah 11:1-5.  He 
said nothing on His own initiative, did nothing on My own initiative, didn’t even come on His own initiative, but 
said and did only what the Father commanded.  He said that His Father was always with Him because He always 
did what is pleasing in His sight.  Jesus is the only consistently God-dependent man who ever lived, living always 
under His Father’s authority, listening always and obeying always.  That’s why He is the king we need to lead us 
into obedience and God’s blessing and to bring God’s kingdom to earth.  This prophecy was partially fulfilled at 
Jesus’ first coming and will be wholly fulfilled when He returns when the kingdom of this world will become the 
kingdom of God and of his Christ because the second Adam will do what the first would not; listen and obey. 
 
 Now before we look at what the earth will be like under the rule of the root of Jesse, let’s think what these verses 
mean for Christ’s disciples today.  Last week we talked about how happiness is not the result of what we 
accomplish or attain in life, but the result of who we become.  The most important questions anyone can ask are 
“What kind of person do I want to be?” and “What path will I take to become that person?”  True disciples of Jesus 
want to become like Jesus because that’s what disciples do; they follow a master in order to become like that 
master.  God is making us like His Son.  That’s why Jesus says in John 15:9-11, "Just as the Father has loved Me, I 
have also loved you; abide in My love. (which is an incredible statement; Jesus says that He loves us as much as the 
Father loves Him.  Our job isn’t to get Christ to love us because He couldn’t love us any more than He does.  Our 
job is to remember that Jesus loves us perfectly and to live like people who know they’re loved by God and 
experience His love. That’s what abide means – to continue in, to live in.  So how do we abide in His love?) "If you 
keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in 
His love.  As the perfect man, Jesus kept His Father’s commands perfectly and lived a rich and happy life in spite of 
the sorrows he experienced because He was thoroughly satisfied by His Father’s love.  That’s what He means when 
He says in John 4, “My food is to do the will of My Father in heaven and to accomplish His work.”  Because Jesus 
delighted in the fear of the LORD, and did not judge by what His eyes saw, nor did He make decisions by what His 
ears heard but only did what His Father told Him to do, He experienced a deep and abiding joy.  And He wants us 
to experience that same joy as we obey Him as He obeyed His Father. "These things I have spoken to you so that 
My joy may be in you, and {that} your joy may be made full.”  Jesus wants to reproduce Himself and His walk with 
God in His disciples, teaching us to obey Him as He obeyed His Father so that we will experience His joy within us 
and our joy will be full and consistent.  Joy isn’t the result of me getting to do what I want to do. Joy is the result of 
me doing what Jesus wants me to do; and that is where we face all our battles.  Will Christ be Lord or will I?  Will I 
delight in the fear of the Lord or attempt to find joy in something else?  Will I make my decisions on the basis of 
what God says or on the basis what I think or what my family thinks or what my culture thinks? 
 
Everybody sins but do you ever think about why we sin?  Why we keep making the same choices over and over?  
We’re not sin’s robots.  We choose what we do and we keep making those same choices, even though we often 
regret it later.  So why do we keep making the same choices?  Often it’s because we don’t deliberately choose to 
sin so much as we blunder into sin. We do what seems right at the time. Like Adam, we assume we know what we 
should do and don’t need to check in with God and fail to realize that once again we’re following our fallen human 
nature or our culture; and that never turns out well.  Unlike Jesus, we don’t delight in the fear of the Lord; and 
deliberately listen to God and obey God. We walk by sight rather than by faith, depending upon what I see rather 
than upon what God says.  We react to fear or anger or hurt feelings or fatigue or to self- interest instead of to the 
commands of God. We don’t intend to sin; we just kind of stumble into it because we are not intentionally obeying 
God or seeking His guidance but assume we know what we’re doing – until we find out that we don’t.  If you’re a 
parent,  I know you see this same independent, “I’ll do it myself, thank you” attitude in your kids; whether they’re 
toddlers who refuse to let you tie their shoes for them because they have to do it themselves which is why you’re 
always late for church; or elementary school students who just won’t believe you when you tell them that if they’ll 
finish their homework first, they’ll enjoy their free time far more; or high school students who think times have 
changed, Mom, and you really don’t know what’s going on now; or college students who refuse to listen when you 
beg them to begin working on that paper now rather than waiting until the final week of classes; or parents who 



have their own kids who would be so much happier if they just asked you how you did it.  Why won’t our children 
listen to us?  Because they are human and every human has a stubborn independent streak that tells us that we 
know what’s right for us and nobody can tell us differently.  I have a friend who worked for years to teach his son 
that delayed obedience is disobedience and that he needed to obey the first time he was told.  It was a hard lesson 
to learn but it ended up saving his son’s life.  The two of them were hiking and the boy was walking ahead of his 
dad on a narrow trail when his dad said “Stop!” and because of the long training he had received, the boy 
automatically stopped in his tracks.  Then he saw what his dad had seen.  A large rattlesnake lay coiled in the 
middle of the trail only a few feet ahead.  If that boy had ignored his dad or questioned his dad or tried to 
negotiate with his dad, he would have been bitten.  That boy is us.  God says, “If you would just listen to me, your 
life would be so much better!  I know what’s ahead, you don’t.  I know the consequences of your behavior, you 
don’t. I know what will give you joy and health and will prosper you, you don’t.  Just listen to Me.”   Proverbs says, 
“All the ways of man are right in God is his own sight but the end thereof is death.”  If our personal history teaches 
us anything, it should teach us we really don’t know what we’re doing.  That’s why so often I’m kicking myself and 
asking, “Why didn’t I stop and ask, ‘What does God say about this?  What does He want me to do?’  If I would just 
stop and think and consult with my Lord before I acted, I would save myself and others so much pain.  Stay tuned, 
we’ll talk more about what that might look like in a moment. 
 
Vs. 1-5 of Isaiah 11 describes the king and vs. 6-10 describes what the world will be like under His reign when God’s 
kingdom comes and His will is done on earth as it is in heaven. “And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard will lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little boy 
will lead them. Also the cow and the bear will graze, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw 
like the ox. The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's 
den. They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as 
the waters cover the sea.” What will the earth be like when Christ rules here?  It will be a very different place than 
it is now, a place of peace and rest.  The earth will no longer be the place where only the strong survive; where it is 
eat or be eaten. There will be no danger, no disease, no suffering, no pain or death. Natural enemies will play 
together.  Every animal will be a vegetarian.  Toddlers will have cobras for pets and because there is no longer 
anything harmful in the world, there will no helicopter parents.  Kids will be gone for days without their parents 
worrying.  We’ll all be like Tarzan; the animals will be our friends.  Even viruses, parasites, bacteria and everything 
that causes disease will become tame and harmless. And every human will become an environmentalist, caring for 
the earth rather than damaging or exploiting it. Why? “They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.”  For the first time since the fall, every 
creation will respond to its Creator.  Everything will live in harmony with the Lord and with His plan and therefore 
in harmony with one another.  What is true today in heaven will be true on earth.  God will reign and everyone and 
everything will know Him intimately.   
 
This is where the story of the Bible is going.  Jesus is the second Adam who undoes all the evil the first Adam 
caused and regains all that Adam lost.  In Genesis 3, when God pronounces judgment on Adam and Eve for their 
rebellion.  Not only do they fall, all of creation falls with them.  God says, “Cursed is the ground because of you.”  
That’s why Romans 5:12 says “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—“ Adam was created to be the ruler of this world, God’s 
representative and manager of the world God created but when Adam rebelled against God’s rule, it was as if all 
his descendants and the creation itself rebelled and death invaded the world.  That’s why Paul writes in Romans 
8:18-21, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is 
to be revealed to us (the glory which is briefly described in Isaiah 11). For the anxious longing of the creation waits 
eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God (our resurrection and the new heavens and the new earth.  The creation 
can’t wait until it is set free from its slavery to sin and to death.) For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to 
corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.” When humanity fell, the creation fell with us. 
That’s why we instinctively know that this world isn’t what it should be; why when disasters and tragedies occur, 
we don’t calmly accept them as just the way things are but ask, “Why did God allow this to happen?  I just don’t 
get it.  Something is wrong with this picture.”   Something is – this is not the world God created.  This world, like us, 
has been far more deformed by sin and evil than we could ever imagine.  But Jesus reverses the curse.  Adam 



sinned and the world was cursed.  Jesus obeyed and the world is set free.  That’s why Revelation 22:3 describes 
the world of the future like this; “There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him;”  We won’t spend eternity in heaven as disembodied spirits, floating in 
the clouds with our harps of gold.  We will spend eternity on the earth as it was originally intended to be, exploring, 
developing, inventing, caring for and worshiping in perfect fellowship with God and the rest of His creation; all 
because Christ has redeemed us from the curse and reigns over the new heavens and the new earth; and that 
means that our hope is not in this world but in the next.  This world will not change.  It will continue to be a place 
of danger, disillusionment and death; and if you expect it to change, you’ll be disappointed.  Our hope is in the 
world where Christ reigns; and our job is to take as many people there with us as we can, which brings us to our 
last point in verse 10.  
  
Let’s look at the people under His rule in vs. 10.  Then in that day (the reign of the Messiah) the nations will resort 
to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious.”  Not only will 
the new heavens and earth reverse the effects of the fall, the effects of the tower of Babel will be reversed as well.  
No longer will the nations be scattered but they will gather together.  No longer will only Israel be God’s people 
but all the nations will be His people because all will be united by Christ.  The branch which sprung from the stump 
of Jesse will become a great tree which will be a signal for all the people of the world to gather together around 
Him in Jerusalem because the place where the King dwells will be glorious.  Paul quotes vs. 10 in Romans 15:12 to 
show that the conversion of the Gentiles has always been God’s intent.  That’s why Revelation tells us that people 
from every race, tribe, tongue and nation will worship before the throne of God; that the entire human race will be 
unified into one family by Jesus.   By the way, that means that if I believe the gospel, no people or nationality or 
race is my enemy; they are all future brothers and sisters.  And if I believe the gospel, God’s mission of getting the 
gospel to every nation of the world will be my mission so that people will be saved.   God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son.  Christ loves all people, all nationalities, and all races – which means as disciples of 
Jesus, we need to be careful that we don’t take our culture’s view of people but Christ’s view.  Every person, no 
matter what their nationality or race or culture is a potential brother or sister in Christ and we need to treat them 
as such.  When Christ reigns on earth, the things that divide us will be no more; and if we believe that, we’ll live 
today as if that were already true.   
 
So what will people be doing under the reign of Christ?  Isaiah is full of descriptions of what life will be like in that 
day but I want to focus on one other passage because the reason the nations will gather together with Jesus may 
surprise us.  Look at Isaiah 2:2-4.  “Now it will come about that in the last days the mountain of the house of the 
LORD (Mt. Zion and the new Jerusalem) will be established as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above 
the hills; and all the nations will stream to it; (which is what we just read in vs. 10) and many peoples will come and 
say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that He may teach us 
concerning His ways and that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion and the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem. And He will judge between the nations, and will render decisions for many peoples; and they 
will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against 
nation, and never again will they learn war.” (Is 2:2-4)  Why will we all go to see the King in that day?  So that He 
can teach us His ways.  Why will the earth be at peace?  The world will be filled with disciples of Jesus, students 
who listen to and follow His instructions.  All our problems began when Adam and Eve stopped listening to God 
and wanted to become wise apart from God.  All of our problems will be solved when we again become the 
learners and students we were created to be.  That means we don’t stop learning from Jesus once we enter 
eternity; we’ll always be His disciples.  Jesus possess all the treasures of wisdom and understanding and one of the 
great blessings of eternity is that He is going to teach us everything He knows – because we’ll have plenty of time.  
The reason we will be happy and blessed in the restored earth is because we’ll do what Jesus tells us to do as He 
teaches us to delight in the fear of the Lord and to keep His commands like He does.  And since we’ll be students 
forever, it might be a good idea to get started now.   Jesus says in John 8:31-32, “If you continue in My word, you 
are truly My disciples and you will know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”  Who is a true disciple of 
Jesus - that person who listens to His word, believes and obeys His word and as a result is freed from his sin.  The 
most important thing I do each day is to meet with Jesus and read the Bible because I am changed as result.  He’s 
always speaking if I’m willing to listen; and regardless of the passage I’m reading, He speaks to me about the things 
I need to know right now.  Is it easy to carve out time to spend with Him?  Never. Is it worth it?  Always.  If learning 



from Jesus throughout eternity doesn’t sound all that fun to you, then you probably aren’t learning from Him now; 
because the real joy in this life comes from spending regular time with Him, reading the Bible, listening for His 
voice and doing what He says.  That’s not my definition of a disciple, that’s His definition.  And that’s what we’ll be 
doing forever.  C.S. Lewis has a wonderful quote at the end of his final Chronicles of Narnia book, The Last Battle as 
the heroes and heroines of those books enter eternity with Aslan the lion, “And as He spoke, He no longer looked 
to them like a lion; but the things that began to happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write 
them. And for us this is the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever after. 
But for them it was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia 
had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which 
no one on earth has read: which goes on forever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.”  I think 
Lewis captures the idea of what awaits all those who put their faith in Christ.  We are on our way to our true home, 
the home we’ve longed for without really knowing what we were longing for.  The Bible promises that eye has not 
seen or ear heard what God has prepared for those who love Him.  Are you ready to step into that world?  John 
writes in 1 John 5:11-12, “And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life in His Son.  He who has the Son 
has the life.  He who does not have the Son does not have the life.  I write these things to you who believe in the Son 
of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”  
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