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Is 61:1-3 - 1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has 

anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 

to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the 

day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, 3 to console those who 

mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 

garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of 

righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.” 

 

Luke 4:20-21 - 20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant 

and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on 

Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing.”  

 

 

Christ the Redeemer 

 

Good morning Creekside, I’m Greg Arthur, one of the pastors here and I will be speaking to 

you today, again.  If you’ve been following the Olympics from Rio de Janeiro, you’ve probably 

seen this iconic statue that overlooks the heart of the city.  It is called Christ the Redeemer.  

The idea first came in the 1850’s, for a Christian shrine to be built on the edge of a sheer 

2,000-foot vertical cliff overlooking the city and harbor.  It took decades for private investors 

to purchase the land, raise funding, build the roads, and commission the statue.  It was 

started in 1921 and completed 10 years later.  Brazil is a very Catholic nation, so when the 

investors were deciding what Christian icon they wanted to preside over the city, they 

considered depictions of the Cross, Christ on the cross, Christ holding a globe in one hand 

and a cross in the other, Mary, and various saints.  But they decided on what they said 

depicted “Christ the redeemer of the world,” with His arms outstretched to their city below, a 

city filled with poor and needy sinners like themselves in need of redemption.  And they 

managed to construct what is now considered one of the seven wonders of the modern world, 

on par with the Taj Mahal, the Great Wall, and the Roman Coliseum. 

 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words.  How many words is a 100-foot statue of Christ 

the redeemer of world on a 2,000-foot cliff worth?  And now, 85 years later, it seems that 

every video clip, every picture, every scene of Rio shows Christ the Redeemer.  The symbol 

is on every ticket stub, every shirt, every postcard, every commemorative pin, every travel 

guide, … it’s everywhere.  It’s as if everything is actually about Christ the Redeemer.  Well 

maybe it is.  

 

When it comes to the Bible, it certainly is.  Everything really is about Christ the Redeemer.  

Through this summer, in a series entitled “Hero: Jesus in the Old Testament,” we’ve been 

reading through the Bible with this context in mind, that the entire Bible is about Christ the 

Redeemer, that the central figure in the story of the Bible is Christ the Redeemer, that the 
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Bible only makes sense as one unified story about Christ the Redeemer.  And the story is this:  

Christ the Redeemer reconquers a fallen world in rebellion against God, full of sin and death 

and evil, oppressed by the Evil One.  And yet the astonishing genius of His re-conquest is His 

love for the rebel combatants.  He has set in motion a plan to restore all things to Him, to 

destroy every evil, to quell the rebellion, and bring the Evil One to defeat, to take away every 

sin residing in every dark corner of the human heart, and to conquer death once and for all, 

… and yet do so without destroying sinners.  As it says in the scriptures, “A bruised reed He 

will not break, a smoldering wick He will not quench.” 1 He destroys sin, death, evil, and the 

Evil One, but He saves sinners poor and needy who cannot save themselves.  That is where 

we find ourselves today, under the outstretched arms of Christ the Redeemer.   

 

There will be a day when all will be redeemed but that day is not yet.  The re-conquest has 

begun but it is not over.  There is salvation of sinners now but restoration of the fallen world 

to come.  Christ has come once.  His Kingdom is here in all who confess Him King.  He is here, 

but there is still sin and death and evil and the Evil One in the world.  For the kingdom of this 

fallen world still remains until the day He destroys it.  It still remains until He has rescued 

every last one who will be rescued out of this world, “for God so loved the world that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 

life.” 2  Christ the Redeemer has come once to save and will come again to conquer. 

 

So today, as we continue in the series, ‘Jesus: Hero of the Old Testament’, we’re going to 

look at Christ Jesus, the Redeemer of the world, as He is revealed in the Old Testament 

prophecy of Isaiah.  I’ve entitled this message, ‘Beauty for Ashes – Jesus in the Prophets,’ 

with the title taken from one of the most poetic lines ever written, from the Book of Isaiah, 

Chapter 61.  I hope through our study of the word today, that we might better understand 

what it means for Christ to redeem the world, how Christ is carrying out His work of 

redemption, and what it all might means for us, today.  And I hope that we will all more 

clearly see His greatness and His goodness and His irresistible love for us.   

 

 

The Story of Redemption 

 

Before we look at the prophecy in Isaiah, Chapter 61, I’d like to say a few things about the 

importance of prophecy.  First, even though prophecy might seem to be way over the heads 

of dumb sheep like us, (hey, Jesus’s words not mine), apparently God doesn’t agree, since 

much of the Bible consists of prophecies.  Next, in our usual life, there isn’t anything like 

Biblical prophecy, which provides a true window into the future.  Instead, unless God reveals 

it, the future is shrouded in mystery.  Biblical prophecy is not a prediction or an educated 

guess or any of the many ways we attempt to gainsay the future.  Biblical prophecy is unlike 

anything else.  It is God’s Word transcending time, spoken in the past, about the future, that 

effects the present, and leaves in its wake history.  And finally, and most importantly, because 

Biblical prophecy describes the future, it is really God setting for us right expectations of the 

future.  In other words, for example, if through prophecy we all knew that an earthquake was 

certain next month, our expectation for the future would be set and we’d all live accordingly. 

                                                 
1 Is 43:2, Matt 12:20 
2 John 3:16  
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Furthermore, right expectations are key in life.  When I first was hired into the Federal 

government as a sewage engineer, the agency tried to train us in the art of negotiation 

because we were often in dispute settlements.  The concept was to set right expectations in 

negotiations.  If expectations were met, then the parties would be satisfied and could agree 

and avoid court.  If expectations were not met, then the parties would be disappointed even 

with the identical agreement and go to court, which would be like gouging out your own eyes.  

The same concept goes for Biblical prophecy.  We could either believe the prophecies and live 

hopeful lives with the right expectations of the future, or not believe and live with wrong 

expectations and without hope. 

 

I guess what I’m saying is that without Biblical prophecy, we could not see the Big Picture of 

redemption, the whole story, from the first day of the rebellion to last day of the war, when 

the angels will proclaim “the kingdom of this world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and 

of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever;” 3  On that day Christ Jesus will say from 

the throne of the new earth, “Behold, I make all things new.” 4  Without belief in Biblical 

prophecy we would not have that right expectation of the future, and the effect it would have 

on our lives now. 

 

So with that in mind, as we have gone through this sermon series of the Old Testament, we 

have seen how God has reveal His unfolding, Big Picture of the redemption.  The Bible story 

opens with the fall.  The first man, Adam, is created in God’s image with the moral agency to 

freely love the God who freely loves him.  It has to be that way for love to be love.  But the 

first man with his free will instead rebels against God.  He listens to Satan.  Death enters and 

mankind falls into rebellion.  By the time Moses writes Genesis, the first book of the Bible, the 

world is filled with Adam’s descendants who are all by nature sinful and in full rebellion against 

God and thus all condemned to death, for “the wages of sin is death,” 5 a condition that 

continues in us today.  

 

For the sin of rebellion against God is far worse than we think, infecting every thought and 

wounding every soul.  The fall is more complete than we know, subjecting the whole of 

creation to futility. 6  And the rebellion itself is deeper and more insidious than we can imagine.  

How many of you have spent too much time watching the AMC TV series ‘The Walking Dead’?  

Sin and the consequences of sin are so pervasive in this fallen world that it’s like we’re the 

walking dead, except that in our TV series, God loves the zombies and He is on a redemption 

campaign to restore them to life.  What will it take to redeem the world of the “plague” of sin 

that has infected the entire human race?  How can the “virus” of sin be eradicated out of 

every molecule, every thought, every dark corner of the human heart, without eradicating 

every human host?  The redemption will have to be a masterpiece. 

 

Moses writes in the beginning of the Bible, in the Book of Genesis, that God had His masterplan 

of redemption already underway right from the start.  The Bible says that at the dawn of 

human history God announced His divine solution to the fall saying the Seed of the woman 

will “crush the head (of the devil).” 7  So from Genesis, there will be a Seed of the Woman, a 

                                                 
3 Rev 11:15 
4 Rev 21:4-5 
5 Rom 6:23 
6 Rom 8:20-21 
7 Gen 3:15 
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human being, who will defeat Satan in the end.  From Exodus and Leviticus, there is a Lamb 

of God, the innocent sacrifice, who takes away the sins of the world.  From Numbers and 

Deuteronomy, there is a champion who defeats sin and death for us.  From Joshua, Judges, 

Samuel, Kings, and Ruth, there is a Savior, a human king from the line of David of whom God 

says “… I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” 8  From Proverbs, Job, and 

Ecclesiastes, there is an embodiment of perfect wisdom, who gives us the power to be wise.  

From Psalm 2, there is a King who is also divine, the Son of God who will rule creation forever.  

From Psalm 110, there is a King who is also priest, who advocates for us before the throne of 

God.  And last week, from Psalm 23, there is a King like no other who cares for us in this life 

like a shepherd and his sheep. 

 

The New Testament ties it all together.  The New Testament reveals Jesus Christ to be the 

conqueror of evil, the forgiver of sins, the champion of the weak, the savior of sinners, the 

perfect wisdom, the King forever, the King divine, the high priest of heaven, and the good 

shepherd who lays down His life for us.  The New Testament reveals the Big Picture that Christ 

Jesus is the exécutor of God’s masterpiece plan for redemption. 

 

 

Right Expectations 

 

Now from the Prophets, God adds to this understanding of Christ Jesus, that He is the 

Redeemer of the world, who shortens and reverses the consequences of the sin.  From Isaiah: 

 

Is 61:1-3 - 1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has 

anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 

to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the 

day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, 3 to console those who 

mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 

garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of 

righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified. 

 

Is there anything more heartbreakingly beautiful than this passage?  Especially “He has sent 

Me … to comfort all who mourn, to console those who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for 

ashes,” … to give them beauty for ashes?  What God is saying to us through the Prophet 

Isaiah here must be striking a chord to be so beautiful.  The words must be touching what we 

hold close in our heart, … for God to bring about the restoration of everything, for joy instead 

of sorrow, peace instead of trouble, for mercy.  Beauty for ashes.  That little three-word 

phrase poetically puts words to a picture of what is perhaps the deepest longing of the human 

heart, for redemption, not of just ourselves from sin, but also and especially of the whole 

world from the consequences of sin, the sorrow, the destruction, the ruin, the regret, the 

brokenness, the heartbreak, and our inability to do much about it, all of what this little phrase 

simply calls ‘ashes’.  Whole books have been written in an attempt to capture the same 

desolate state of life in the fallen world, but the picture of ashes -- dry, nearly non-existent, 

colorless, residue -- expresses it perfectly here in Isaiah. 

 

                                                 
8 2Sam 7:13 
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And the word ‘beauty’ captures the very essence of what God’s plan of redemption will bring 

about.  The result of redemption will be beauty.  There is beauty in all that is good and right, 

excellent and perfect, praiseworthy and true.  There is beauty in the restoration of brokenness 

in ourselves, in marriages, in families, in every relationship.  There is beauty in the gift of 

eternal life.  There is beauty in the repair of loses, the recovery of lost time, the reversal of 

every regret, and the reunion with our lost loved ones.  There is beauty in God’s blessing and 

in His healing.  A song by Julie Miller says it this way, ‘the wounds this world left on my soul, 

will all be healed and I'll be whole.’  Psalm 23 expresses it this way, ‘surely goodness and 

mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will live in the house of my Lord forever.’9  

Our deepest longing for redemption is really a hope for nothing less than Christ and His 

completed work, when He has restored all things to Him, destroyed every evil, quelled the 

rebellion, defeated the Evil One, taken away every sin from every dark corner of the human 

heart, and conquered death once and for all.  The result of that redemption will be beauty. 

 

Beauty for ashes is a poetic picture of the redemption.  Isaiah 61 is part of the larger prophecy 

in chapters 40 to 66 about the coming Messiah who will redeem the wayward nation of Israel 

and then the whole fallen world.  So the prophecy of Isaiah 61 is God’s declaration that He 

will send His Messiah to redeem us with a redemption that is like exchanging beauty for ashes, 

or joy for mourning, or praise for heaviness in heart.  The Messiah will give us beauty for 

ashes.  God is setting a right expectation of redemption in our heart.   So how should we live? 

 

 

Surrender 

 

But it isn’t that simple, is it?  The prophecy promises a number of wonderful things that the 

Messiah will do, proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, heal the brokenhearted, and give 

beauty for ashes, for example.  But it isn’t that simple.  How will the Messiah accomplish this 

prophecy?  And when will He do it?  And finally, why does He go about it this way?  The 

prophecy was announced a century and a half before the destruction of Jerusalem and capture 

of Judah into exile, more than two centuries before the return of Judah from exile, and seven 

centuries before the birth of Christ.  So the first question regarding ‘when’ is the natural one 

to ask.  When will the Messiah redeem the world?  The passage doesn’t say. 

 

However, Christ Jesus has something to say that clarifies the prophecy.  Over 700 later, Luke 

writes about Jesus, when He first announced His public ministry.  From Luke Chapter 4: “So 

He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into 

the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.  And He was handed the book of 

the prophet Isaiah.  And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was 

written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel 

to the poor; He has sent Me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”   

Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all 

who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him.  

 

                                                 
9 Ps 23:6 
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Luke 4:21-22 – 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the 

gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. 

 

Who is the One Sent? 

 

There are few things to notice.  The first is how Jesus at the start His public ministry proclaims 

the prophecy in Isaiah 61 as fulfilled in their hearing, essentially because He’s now here.  This 

means He is saying that He is the one anointed and sent by God and to do these things that 

were prophesied seven centuries before.  He is stating this in that typical enigmatic way of 

His that requires faith to understand Him.  But in doing so He is making the claim that He is 

the Messiah of Isaiah 61 and thus the Messiah of the larger prophecy in Isaiah 40 to 66.  He 

is also making the claim that He is the long-expected Messiah of all Bible prophecy.  By saying 

‘today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing,’ Christ Jesus says He is the Messiah. 

 

When Does the Messiah Fulfill the Prophecy? 

 

The second thing to notice is how Jesus does not quote the whole prophecy.  He reads these 

promises but leaves out healing the brokenhearted and stops in mid-verse before the scripture 

states “the day of vengeance of our God.’’  He then says “today, this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.”  So does this mean that only the parts He quoted were fulfilled in 

their hearing, when Christ first came into this world?  And if so does this mean the promises 

not quoted will be fulfilled only when He comes back the second time?  That seems the case, 

especially regarding the day of vengeance.  However, the promises not quoted by Jesus about 

healing, comfort, consolations, and redemption like beauty for ashes, also seem to be partially 

but not fully fulfilled now.  The Psalms says “He heals the brokenhearted,” 10 and Christ says 

He gives rest to the weary, 11 and Paul says “when I am weak, then I am strong.” 12  There is 

consolation now in this life, but not complete consolation.  There is beauty but there are still 

ashes.  Not until the end will He wipe away every tear.  

 

A Strategic Military Campaign 

 

So how might we understand this prophecy?  Some parts are fulfilled in the hearing of those 

in the synagogue when Christ first came to save, and some are only fulfilled at His second 

coming as a conquering King.  And some are partially fulfilled in the meantime.  The difficulty 

for the Jews back then was grasping that the Messiah comes once to save, and once to 

conquer.  They all expected the King to come just once as a victorious military leader to 

establish God’s rule on earth.  And He will but not yet.  And our difficult is in grasping what 

to expect in the age between His first and second coming.  What are the right expectations 

of the future for those of us now in the ‘Age of Faith’ between his first coming and his second? 

 

I think what helps me understand best is to view the story of redemption as a military 

campaign to re-conquer the rebel-held world.  The only objective of a military campaign is 

victory, which is only realized upon unconditional surrender.  The story of the Bible as a 

                                                 
10 Ps 147:3 
11 Matt 11:28 
12 2Cor 12:10 
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military campaign is:  God has sent His anointed one, the Messiah, Christ Jesus the Redeemer 

to obtain the unconditional surrender of the sinful rebel-held world and to restore His rule.  

But He goes about it strategically.  It’s like D-day, and the Allies have established a beach 

head in the rebel-held territories, except the Allied landing consists of the arrival of just one 

man, the Messiah, Christ Jesus, who comes to establish His Kingdom on earth.  This King 

announces He’s here and begins to rule sending out broadcasts and making royal decrees. 

 

The King preaches the gospel to the poor, the afflicted, those under the boot of oppression to 

sin.  He preaches the good news that He is our legitimate King.  The Evil One, who rules the 

rebel-world, is an imposter, a ‘murderer from the beginning,’ and ‘a liar, the father of lies.’ 13  

But our legitimate King will quell the rebellion and be our King forever.  In other words, He 

preaches the good news to the afflicted that we are citizens of His Kingdom.  

 

The King then proclaims liberty to the captives, much like the way Abraham Lincoln issued 

the Emancipation Proclamation declaring the slaves in the South to be recognized by the law 

from then on as freemen of the Union.  On the cross, Christ issued His emancipation 

proclamation declaring through His sacrifice of His innocent blood, our release from the 

slavery of sin.  In other words, He proclaims God’s forgiveness of sinners.  

 

The King also proclaims recovery of sight to the blind.  Some translations of the Isaiah passage 

say “the opening of the prisons to those who are bound”, with being bound in prison like being 

blind, since the word for opening is always used in the context of opening an eye to see or an 

ear to hear.  So the King proclaims that all who are in bound in a prison of ignorance because 

they are blind will be given the ability to see God.  As Jesus later says, ‘I will send the Holy 

Spirit who will teach you all things.’ 14 

 

The King then sets at liberty those who are oppressed by proclaiming the acceptable year of 

the Lord.  Those in the days of Isaiah and Jesus later would recognize the acceptable year of 

the Lord to be the Jubilee year.  Every 50th year, the Jubilee year, the nation of Israel was to 

release everyone from indebtedness. 15  Slaves were to be redeemed from servitude.  Lands 

were to be returned to the original family.  Everyone was given a new start.  Israel never kept 

the Jubilee year, and could not keep it after the exile since land ownership by families could 

not be established.  So when the Jews heard Jesus say this scripture about the Jubilee year 

“has been fulfilled in your hearing”, they heard the Messiah has arrived to restore Jewish rule 

over Israel and Jewish ownership of the land.  But Christ is saying something more profound, 

that He has come to purchase the liberty of every slave to sin through His blood on the cross, 

and so all debts to Him are redeemed.  In other words, He is proclaiming to every sinner that 

now is the Jubilee year.  You can return home for your debt due to sin is cancelled. 

 

Expectation in the Age of Faith 

 

So what is the King’s masterplan?  The Jews in His day expected the Messiah to come as the 

conquering King who vanquishes His foes.  But His plan is different.  His foes aren’t the 

Romans or the Samaritans, but rather the sin in every human being, and the consequences 

                                                 
13 John 8:38 
14 John 14:26 
15 Lev 25:8-10 
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of that sin in the world.  If He came just to re-conquer the rebel-held fallen world, then the 

rebel combatants would all be vanquished, since every one is a sinner in rebellion against 

God.  But He loves us, sinners all, poor and needy.  So instead, His plan is to establish His 

beach head and declare ‘amnesty’, to proclaim ‘surrender and all is forgiven’, ‘all you rebel 

combatants, all you sinners poor and needy, all you enslaved to sin, surrender’, ‘lay down 

your arms and I will take you as My own’, ‘come to Me all you who labor and are heavy-laden, 

and I will give you rest’, ‘for I love you and want you as my righteous and redeemed people’.   

 

One day He will war against the whole rebel-held world and annihilate it, requiring a total and 

complete, unconditional surrender.  As it says in the scriptures: “By His word the present 

heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction 

of ungodly men.” 16.  But until then, until He comes as the conquering King in the day of 

vengeance, until then, the savior King calls out to us to surrender.  

 

It reminds me of a story my Uncle Melvin told about his service in the army during World War 

II.  You have to picture how he told stories because he was at heart funny, jokes at the ready, 

always laughing.  Even in a dark story, somehow he could make it funny.  Anyway, he told 

the story of how his squad was part of the campaign late in the war.  As they were moving 

near the border of France and Germany, toward Berlin, one night they stopped in an 

abandoned farm house to sleep.  It was pitch dark and they could not light fires for fear of 

attracting the German army.  They set a watch and gathered in a large room to sleep.  But 

even with a couple soldiers on watch, in the middle of the night, they were awakened by 

movement.  And when they looked around they saw they were surrounded by over 20 German 

soldiers.  When Uncle Melvin would tell this part of the story, he would say with a smile, “Time 

to die.”  But in the dark of that room, one of the Germans, an officer, pulled out a little white 

handkerchief and said, “Surrender.”  He handed his service pistol to the squad leader, and 

they were no longer enemy combatants.  They were saved.  Their redemption began.  There 

was a day coming when the armies of the Allies were going to destroy the German army, 

capture and hang the German leaders, occupy Berlin, and obtain total and complete, 

unconditional surrender.  But for those 20 Germans back in the farm house, their redemption 

began with their surrender of themselves.   

 

Participate in the Redemption of the World with Christ 

 

We live in the days of the Jubilee, when Christ the Redeemer with His arms outstretched calls 

for each of us to surrender.  He calls for us to lay down our arms, and give up the sin that 

keeps us in rebellion against the Savior and Shepherd of our souls.  He calls us to claim our 

citizenship in His Kingdom.  He calls us to surrender and keep surrendering, to come to Him 

while we still can.  I’d like to end with three responses we might have in this time between 

His first coming and when He comes again. 

 

First, pray and ask God to help us pray.   

This means to surrender our objections, our wrong expectations, our worries and fears, our 

false sense of independence, our sinful habits, and our love of rebellion, and instead 

participate in the redemption of the world with Christ through prayer.  Pray for everyone to 

accept His offer of amnesty.  Pray for each of us to surrender another part of ourselves to His 

                                                 
16 2Pet 3:7 
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will.  Pray for Christ to comfort those who mourn, to heal the broken hearted, to give beauty 

for ashes to those who are forlorn and dejected.  And for those of us who are too forlorn to 

pray, the Holy Spirit helps us pray.  As it says in the scriptures, “the Spirit Himself makes 

intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” 17  And if you haven’t received 

Christ as your Savior, confessing with your mouth that Jesus is our Lord and believing in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, 18 pray for yourself today for Him to come into your 

life and make you the person you were meant to be.  

 

Next, serve and ask God to help us serve. 

This means to surrender our love of comfort, our ownership of our time, our need for the 

approval of men, and our desire to be recognized and exalted, and instead participate in the 

redemption of the world with Christ through service.  Serve where Christ proclaims amnesty, 

where Christ comforts those who mourn, where Christ heals the broken hearted, where Christ 

gives beauty for ashes to the forlorn.  Serve where there is surrender.  And if unable for some 

reason, then ask Christ for His help, as it says in the scriptures, “I can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens me.” 19 

 

Finally, wait and ask God to help us wait. 

This means to surrender our expectation of how things should go, and instead participate in 

the redemption of the world with Christ through the hearing of His Word.  Wait and let Him 

speak of His love for us.  Wait and let Him speak His plans for us.  Wait and let Him speak of 

His heart break for us.  Wait and let Him speak His promise to give us beauty for ashes. 

 

 

*          *          * 

 

And He will.   

 

Rev 21:4 – And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be 

no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the 

former things have passed away.  Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, 

I make all things new.”   

 

 

  

                                                 
17 Rom 8:26 
18 Rom 10:9 
19 Phil 4:13 



Beauty for Ashes – Jesus in the Prophets  

August 21, 2016 

 

10 

 

Questions for Further Thought 

 

1.  What is the Big Picture regarding the fall and redemption of mankind? 

 

2.  What did Christ the Redeemer accomplish when He first came into this world?  What does 

it mean to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord?  What is the Jubilee? 

 

3.  What will Christ the Redeemer accomplish when He comes again into this world?  What 

does it mean to proclaim … the day of vengeance of our God?  

 

4.  What is Christ the Redeemer accomplishing now in this world?  What does it mean to 

comfort all who mourn, … to give them beauty for ashes?   

 

5.  Why did Christ the Redeemer fulfill some of the prophecy when He came to save, is fulfilling 

some of it now, and will fulfill it all when He comes again to conquer? 

 

6.  Is it easy or difficult to accept that these aspects of Christ’s redemption of mankind will 

be partially but not entirely fulfilled in this age, until He comes again?     

 

God has sent Christ to heal the brokenhearted. 

 

God has sent Christ to comfort all who mourn. 

 

God has sent Christ to console those who mourn in Zion (the church): 

 

to give them beauty for ashes, 

 

the oil of joy for mourning, 

 

the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness, 

 

 That they may be called trees of righteousness (firm in their faith in Christ) 

 

7.  In this age, how do we pray and let Christ help us pray to Him? 

 

8.  In this age, how do we serve and let Christ help us serve Him?  

 

9.  In this age, how do we wait and let Christ help us wait on Him? 

 

10. Is there any increase in your faith in Christ and His kindness and power and love arising 

from these passages? 

    

 


