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Ps 23 - 1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  2 He makes me to lie down 

in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.  3 He restores my soul; 

He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.  4 Yea, though 

I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 

You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  5 You prepare a 

table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; 

my cup runs over.  6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

John 10:27-28 – 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 

Me.  28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall 

anyone snatch them out of My hand. 

 

 

Bible’s Right Somebody’s Wrong 

 

Good morning Creekside, I’m Greg Arthur, one of the pastors here and I will be speaking to 

you today.  My official title is family pastor.  Family means, well, family.  And pastor, I 

understand that simply means herdsman, specifically a herdsman of little grazing animals like 

sheep or goats, not the big ones like cattle or elephants, but small ones.  So pastor means 

shepherd or goat herder, and family pastor means family shepherd or goat herder.  So good 

morning Creekside, I’m Greg Arthur, the family goat herder here.  It further turns out that 

the word pastor comes from a Latin root word that carries the meaning of “to lead to pasture”, 

but literally means “to cause to eat.”  So, … good morning Creekside, I’m Greg Arthur, one of 

the herdsman here whose job is to cause you to eat, not donuts, for I’m sure you found those 

yourself already, but rather to eat God’s Word, found in this Book. 

 

Now if you are new to Creekside or maybe even if you aren’t so new, and you find yourself 

perhaps muttering under your breath ‘but where’s John Bruce, where’s Jeff,’ and ‘who is this 

family goat herder fellow,’ well, let me tell you just a little of my story.  I was saved 30 years 

ago through hearing God’s Word in a small group Bible study in a house in Oakland.  In Mark, 

it says, Jesus, while standing next to a paralyzed man, asked the bystanders, “What is easier 

to say, ‘man, your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘take up your bed and walk?’  But that you may know 

that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins,” -- to the man -- “take up your bed 

and walk.”  And when the man walked, 20 centuries later in that house in Oakland, I was the 

astonished bystander.  

 

Anyone could say ‘your sins are forgiven’ since no one can tell if sins are forgiven.  But who 

has the audacity to say to a paralyzed man ‘get up and walk?’  That’s the harder thing to say 

but not the harder thing to do.  The harder thing to do is forgive sins, for no one but God can 

forgive the sin of rebellion against God.  So when I heard Jesus say to me, ‘so that you might 

believe the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins,’ and then read when the man 

walked, I was disarmed by His words and His power and I believed.  God drew me to Himself 
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and I believed.  I was the little grazing animal herded into pasture and caused to eat God’s 

Word.  On that day a great sinner was saved by a great Savior. 

 

But what qualifies me to speak His Word today?  I will tell you I often feel unqualified.  I know 

feelings are just feelings.  But it is no small thing to handle the Word of God, holding this 

Bible before you, and speak of Christ.  It’s very humbling.  It’s not like out in the world in the 

fields of engineering and government where I spent most of my career.  There, education and 

title are enough to feel qualified.  Here, I have more questions than answers.  I feel more 

qualified to hear a sermon than to give one, to be a sheep than a shepherd. 

 

But if could pinpoint the one reason why someone like me could ever become someone to 

lead others to the pasture of His Word, it is simply this:  I believe that His Word in this Book 

is true; that the Bible is authoritative for every aspect of life; that God speaks to us through 

the scriptures and tells us what to think, what to say, what to do, and what to value; that the 

Bible defines reality; that the Bible interprets me, I don’t interpret the Bible; that the Bible 

has an answer for every question of life, like -- how to be married, how to be single, how to 

be productive, how to raise children, how to be subject to authorities, how to regard the poor, 

how to face the future, how to live with the past, how to deal with difficult people, and how 

to quit being so difficult; … that the Bible explains everything that really matters: creation, 

human nature, suffering, death, eternity, and in particular God.  I’m that guy singing to myself 

that great old gospel song, ‘The Bible’s Right, Somebody Wrong.’  

 

The Bible’s right, somebody wrong 

Somebody wrong, somebody wrong! 

 

… I’m singing it in my head, knowing that I am that somebody wrong.  So my only qualification 

is for some reason God gave me a love for His Word as true.  As it says in scriptures,  

 

2Tim 3:16-17 - 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,17 that 

the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 

 

Into This Stark Reality 

 

And yet this life is more than being right, isn’t it?  It isn’t enough to have a right answer, or 

to know the right thing to do.  It isn’t enough to think the right thoughts, say the right word, 

pray the right prayer, or do the right thing.  For no matter who you are, isn’t this life full of 

trouble?  Are there not always tribulations, trials, sufferings, and heartaches in this life that 

we live in this rebel-held fallen world, as the Bible describes it?  The scriptures say, 

“our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, 

against the world forces of this (present) darkness.” 1  You could walk close with the Lord, 

mature in your faith, wise and transformed in mind, and still have vast troubles.  You could 

even be like David, a man after God’s own heart, and still face daunting tribulations daily.  In 

fact, Christ guarantees this is the way life is in this rebel-held fallen world.  He says: 

                                                 
1 Eph 6:12 
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John 16:33 – 33 … In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, 

I have overcome the world. 

 

He is saying that even if we walk perfectly with Him, we will still face troubles.  For a 

fundamental truth about life is that it is bigger and more complicated than we can ever 

understand.  When God asked Job, “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?  

Tell Me, if you have understanding,” 2 He was asking us the same rhetorical question in order 

to say the same thing to us that life is far more complicated than we can understand.  Creation 

is more amazing than we realize.  Sin is worse than we think.  The fall is more complete than 

we know.  The rebellion is deeper than we would ever admit.  And our redemption from the 

fall turns out to be far more involved, and far more subtle than we could ever grasp.  Christ 

says to be of good cheer because He wins in the end. 3  Christ defeats evil entirely in the end.  

Christ overcomes the world in the end.  And yet through it all, as He sets to destroy all evil, 

even the evil in us, out of His love for us He somehow saves us to be His righteous people 

forever.  … Also in the here and now there are great rewards for choosing right from wrong.  

There are blessings to be enjoyed and harm to avoid.  There is goodness to experience, 

worship to offer, favor to give thanks for, and beauty to praise.  But God doesn’t promise a 

trouble-free life when we walk with Him.  Instead, Christ says, “in this world you will have 

tribulation.”   

 

Into this stark reality, arises the deepest of longings.  We see our inadequacy and the fragility 

of life around us.  In the face of tribulation in this fallen world, we see our want, our lack, our 

need.  And so we have this deepest of longings for relief in this life, for assurance and re-

assurance and re-re-assurance, … for redemption, or at least an alleviation of trouble.  

Ultimately, in the face of the tribulation in this world, our longing turns to God and we ask 

Him ‘do you care about me?’  This longing for relief is so strong that it is often only expressible 

in song like this psalm of David.    

 

Ps 13:1-2 – 1 How long, O Lord?  Will You forget me forever?  How long will 

You hide Your face from me?  2 How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having 

sorrow in my heart daily? 

 

It is the deepest of longings expressed in song for ‘a river in a time of dryness’ by U2, for 

‘someone to watch over me’ by George and Ira Gershwin, and for ‘hard times come again no 

more’ by Stephen F. Foster.    

 

Let us pause in life's pleasures and count the many tears 

While we all sup sorrow with the poor 

There's a song that will linger forever in our ears 

Oh, hard times come again no more 

 

It's a song a sigh of the weary 

Hard times hard times come again no more 

Many days you have lingered around my cabin door 

Oh hard times come again no more 

                                                 
2 Job 38:4 
3 Col 2:15 
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But into this stark reality, Christ has something to say, something unexpected and sweet.  He 

says that in this world of tribulation, where we long for relief, He will be our King, a king like 

no other, a king who is our Shepherd, who will take care of us in this life as we walk with Him 

from first pasture to final pasture, from our first heartbeat to eternity with Him.  Such a 

perfect word.  Such a perfect act of grace.  As it says in a Psalm, “I would have lost heart, 

unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.” 4 

 

So today we will look at two familiar passages where the Bible says Jesus is this King like no 

other, the King who is our Shepherd.  The first is Psalm 23.  That first line, “The Lord is my 

Shepherd; I shall not want,” could be seen as the entire gospel encapsulated in eight words, 

the entire gospel that it is God who does for us what we cannot do, who saves us, who 

redeems us, who guides us, who knows us and, in particular reference to Psalm 23, takes 

care of us in this life like a shepherd and his sheep.  The second passage is in John 10 where 

Jesus declares Himself to be the King who is our Shepherd of Psalm 23 but adds that He is 

more than that.  He says He is the Good Shepherd, who “lays down his life for the sheep.”   

 

I’ve entitled this message, The Good Shepherd – Jesus in the Psalms.  This is tenth in a series 

called Jesus: Hero of the Old Testament.  It is my hope that as we contemplate what the 

scriptures say, we will see Christ Jesus more clearly, hear Him speak kindness to us, trust in 

His heart toward us to do good, know how much He cares about us, feel what the psalmist 

felt about him, and then let down our guard and believe He truly loves us.  And I’d like us to 

keep in mind this question – does God care about me? – as well as this sweetest of answers 

– like a shepherd and his sheep. 

 

 

Like a Shepherd and His Sheep 

 

Here is our old familiar passage from the Old Testament Psalms.  It starts, “A Psalm of David.” 

 

Ps 23 - 1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  2 He makes me to lie down 

in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.  3 He restores my soul; 

He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.  4 Yea, though 

I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 

You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  5 You prepare a 

table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; 

my cup runs over.  6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

The 23rd Psalm is perhaps the most familiar passage in the entire Bible.  We associate it with 

summer camp and the simple life.  I learned it in vacation bible school.  It is about how the 

Lord takes care of us in this life.  Yet it’s so familiar that I’m afraid we hear sentimentality 

where there is none.  For it is not sentimental in the least.  Instead it is a passionate re-

assurance from an old man to keep walking with Christ in the darkest times of trouble.  We 

learn the words in the sunny days of childhood so that we can whisper it back to ourselves in 

the darkest nights of the soul when there is trouble all around and discouragement in our 

hearts, when our confused minds will not stop asking that question ‘does God care about me?’  

                                                 
44 Ps 27:13 



The Good Shepherd  

August 14, 2016 

 

5 

 

Some think David was a youngster when he wrote this, since that was when he was a 

shepherd boy.  More likely though, David wrote this when he was an old man, after he had 

lived a life full of troubles and in the midst of them experienced God’s care.  There were 

successes – he was a soldier then king, won military battles, and saw the flourishing of his 

nation.  There were also failures – some because of his own sin, some inflicted by others, 

some that could only be considered calamities, but all involving heartache and suffering.  You 

all might remember that He took the wife and life of a loyal soldier of his, then confessing to 

God, “against You, You only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight.”5  His oldest son 

raped a daughter.  Another son hated him, started a civil war, and in the most heartbreaking 

of outcomes, died his enemy.  David experienced trouble.  But through these troubles He 

came to understand God’s faithful love, provision, power, favor, and protection. 

 

These are things too wonderful to keep to himself and too deeply felt to simply write about 

with plain old words.  So David composes this psalm, a song attempting through the artistry 

of poetry and music to express the depth of his hard-won love for His Savior.  It is fitting that 

the longing expressible through song for ‘hard times come again no more’ is answered by 

another song, the 23rd Psalm.  My wife, Lori, tells the story of one of her earliest memories, 

when she was four and her mom was playing a song on the piano.  ‘Born Free’ was a song so 

sad to her and moved her so much to tears, that her mom found her hiding in a closet covering 

her ears.  Some things are just too deeply felt just for words, … our longing for relief in this 

world of tribulation, … and the relief of our longing through the Christ Jesus, who cares for us 

like a shepherd and his sheep. 

 

Ps 23:1 – 1 The Lord is my Shepherd; 

   

So the 23rd Psalm starts with this statement that is in succinct answer to the question ‘does 

God care about me.’  The Lord isn’t really a shepherd and we aren’t really sheep.  But David 

looks over his life and chooses to depict the relationship between God and us to be like a 

shepherd and sheep.  The Lord isn’t an actual shepherd but He takes care of us like a shepherd 

cares for his sheep.  And we aren’t actual sheep, the dumbest creatures ever to walk the 

earth, but we are like sheep – wary, fearful, dumb, stubborn, herd animals who can’t take 

care of themselves or ward off an attack or keep walking in a straight line.  So the shepherd 

ends up entirely responsible for the life of the sheep, each and every one, even a single lost 

sheep,6 which thus means, God is ultimately responsible for our lives.   

 

Furthermore, sheep can’t understand the shepherd’s purpose or know what the shepherd 

knows, about predators, weather, topography, horticulture, pestilence, or any number of 

other things that sail way over the head of the sheep.  Likewise, we simply cannot grasp God’s 

purpose, or what He knows about life.  We can’t grasp why things are the way they are here, 

why this is a fallen world, why there is tribulation, why Christ does what He does to reverse 

the fall.  How could we?  We’re sheep.  We can follow the shepherd, we can trust him, but we 

simply can’t understand why the shepherd is does what he does, or knows what he knows.  

All we can do is see that the “The Lord, is my Shepherd.”    

 

                                                 
5 Ps 51:4 
6 Matt 18:12 
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Ps 23:1-3 - 1 … I shall not want.  2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside the still waters.  3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the 

paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 

 

And ‘I shall not want,’ means we will never lack what we need.  The shepherd not only knows 

what the sheep need but will provide it.  The shepherd not only provides it but will not let the 

sheep fail to receive what He provides.  That is why the passage says “He makes me” and 

“He leads me.”  In other words, the shepherd is active in causing the sheep do what is good 

for them.  So likewise, our God, who cares for us like a shepherd and his sheep, also knows 

what we need in this life and provides it.  But what do we need?  It turns out that sheep 

are prone to wander off from good pasture and be lost in the wilderness.  It also turns out 

that sheep will not drink from turbulent water, they are that dumb.  So the shepherd knows 

that just to live, his sheep need food and drink, green pasture and still water, and he has to 

provide it every day or they die.  This passage then equates the sheep’s everyday physical 

need for green pasture to our continual spiritual need for God’s restoration of our souls, and 

the sheep’s everyday physical need for still water to our continual spiritual need for God’s 

righteousness.  In other words, Christ Jesus feeds us restoration and leads us to drink 

righteousness.  In our darkest days, when the does-God-care-about-me question won’t leave 

us alone, we can whisper to ourselves what Christ does; “He restores my soul; He leads me 

in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” 

 

Ps 23:4 – 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 

 

This is a perilous rebel-held world of spiritual slavery, sin, death, and evil, ruled by the Evil 

One,7 where living in this fallen world is like walking through the valley of the shadow of 

death, or as an old slave spiritual calls it ‘rolling through this unfriendly world.’  It is interesting 

that Psalm 23 describes where in this unfriendly world the shepherd has his sheep walk, not 

in the valley of death, but rather in the valley of the shadow of death, or as some translations 

say in the narrow gorge of deep darkness.  And while this is an ominous place in the shadow 

of death, there is the clear sense that this road the shepherd has his sheep walk is the way 

through the land of death, that it is the highway of escape through the wilderness all around.  

David gives three reasons in this life to not live in fear of evil, death, and calamity.  God 

knows the destination and gets us there.  God is always with us along the way.  And 

God protects us.  Sheep would die on their own without the shepherd.  They would eat 

pestilence, or drink poison, or wander away into the wilderness.  They wouldn’t know where 

to go for pasture or water.  And they couldn’t defend themselves from predators or rescue 

themselves from calamity.  Instead, it all depends on the shepherd, who stays with the sheep, 

and who knows where to take his sheep, from pool to pool, from pasture to pasture, on the 

way through the wilderness on the dark valley road, until arrival at the final destination.  As 

it says in the scriptures, ‘the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.’ 8 

 

The shepherd also carries a rod (really a club like a baseball bat) as a weapon to whack 

predators, and a staff to prod the sheep to walk right, with a curved crook to pull them out 

when they fall into trouble.  Likewise, if temptation comes our way, if we lose heart, if we fall 

                                                 
7 John 12:31, John 16:11 
8 Josh 1:9 



The Good Shepherd  

August 14, 2016 

 

7 

 

into sin, Christ Jesus saves us and keeps saving us.  He defends and keeps defending us.  He 

rescues and keeps rescuing us.  He guards and keeps guarding our hearts and our minds.  He 

cares for our souls along the way for He is the shepherd and we are his sheep. 

 

It reminds me of the story of Harriet Tubman who shepherded hundreds of escaped slaves 

out of the dangerous slave states to safety and liberty in the north.  She knew which farms 

to stay at, where to hide, when to travel, which paths were safe, where to cross rivers, from 

pool to pool, and pasture to pasture.  And she carried two guns, a long rifle and a revolver 

which she said she had to point at her own travelers from time to time because once on the 

way, no one could to go back.  She said, "I was conductor of the Underground Railroad for 

eight years, and I can say what most conductors can't say – I never ran my train off the track 

and I never lost a passenger."  She also said what this verse is saying about the Lord our 

Shepherd, ’It wasn’t me, it was the Lord.  I always told him, ‘I trust to you.  I don’t know 

where to go or what to do, but I expect you to lead me,’ and he always did,” … even through 

the valley of the shadow of death. 

 

Ps 23:5-6 – 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

You anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over.  6 Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever.  

 

And so on the way, in this life, through the tribulations, suffering, and heartache, David says 

he found that God keeps us going.  I’ve always loved the imagery of these verses.  I see a 

dark valley with a war raging on all sides, and a table laid out underneath a SciFi looking 

protective force field.  Inside it is joyful, bright, and filled with people and piles of food.  From 

the inside we can see the war outside, rocket bombs, flashes from bullets, clouds of oily 

smoke.  It’s peace inside, chaos outside.  It reminds me of visiting prison chapels where inside 

there is the joy and peace of men clothed and in their right mind, while you can hear the roar 

of prison outside, the insanity, shouting, and banging.  And for me, nearly every day, I say 

to myself, ‘surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell 

in the house of the Lord forever.’  He will keep me going.  He will enliven my spirit.  He will 

guard my heart and mind.  He will give me goodness and mercy in this life while taking me 

through this fallen world.  And He will get me to the destination He always had in mind. 

 

Does God care about you and me?  Yes, like a shepherd cares for his sheep.  

 

 

The Good Shepherd 

 

The 23rd Psalm is not about us.  Rather it is a song about the Shepherd, who does all of these 

things in this life to care for us His people.  The Shepherd is the Hero.  Now this series is 

entitled ‘Jesus, the Hero of the Old Testament’, and Psalm 23 doesn’t mention Jesus.  

However, Jesus mentions the Shepherd of Psalm 23 when He declares Himself to be the King 

who is our Shepherd.  In John 10, just after He heals a man born blind, He equates Himself 

to God the Father and then say He is not only the Shepherd, but the Good Shepherd who 

saves and gives life and gives his life for the sheep.  So as we read a few selected verses of 

John 10, we’ll see a few more things about Christ Jesus, our King who is Shepherd. 

The first thing Christ says is He is the door of the sheep. 
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John 10:1-9 – 7 I am the door of the sheep. … 9 if anyone enters through Me, 

he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

 

Shepherds would sleep at night in the gate of sheepfolds, which were walled enclosures made 

of stone, or if made for a night of thorn briars.  The only way in to harm the sheep is through 

the gate over the shepherd, so the sheep can lie in safety during the night.  Likewise, Christ 

protects us day and night, even in our darkest hour when we can see and understand nothing.  

Every damaging spirit, every accusation, every condemnation, every discouragement, every 

guilt cannot get to our souls because Christ is the door.  As it says in the scriptures, “There 

is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 9 

 

Next Christ says He is the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep. 

 

John 10:10-16 – 10 I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.  
11 “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 

 

Shepherds care for their sheep, defend them, spend their lives with them, but they do not die 

for them.  That’s crazy.  Think of your most beloved pet you’ve ever had.  Would you die for 

Fido?  A man would not die for an animal.  Nor would a god die for a man.  But Christ our 

Savior, the Lamb of God, did die for us to redeem us, to fulfill the death sentence upon us, to 

take away every sin in every dark corner of our heart, and to conquer death once and for all, 

… and yet do so without destroying us.  As it says in the scriptures, “A bruised reed He will 

not break, a smoldering wick He will not quench.” 10 

 

Finally, Christ says we’ll hear His voice. 

 

John 10:27-30 – 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 

Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one 

will snatch them out of My hand. 

 

Actually, He says more than that.  He says we’ll hear His voice, know it’s Him, and He’ll know 

us.  In other words, we will know each other and Christ the Good Shepherd will love us 

and we’ll love Him.  He wants us, not what we can do, not how perfectly we can walk.  We’re 

sheep and He’s the shepherd and He simply wants us to be His forever.  “I give eternal life to 

them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 

 

I’d like to end with a story about a man, amazingly named Simon Sheppard, as an illustration 

of a good shepherd who loves his sheep.  Simon Sheppard was a slave in the south with a 

baby daughter, named Ella Sheppard.  She eventually became a founding member of the Fisk 

Jubilee Singers, a confidant of Frederick Douglass, and an accomplished teacher of music until 

she died in 1915.  Before Emancipation, children of slaves could be sold as property, and 

often were.  But when Ella was born in 1851, with what little free time Simon Sheppard had, 

he would hire himself out as labor to nearby farmers, managing to save $375, or what 

amounts to $11,000 now.  Mr. Sheppard, then purchased his baby daughter, and granted her 

                                                 
9 Rom 8:1 
10 Is 43:2, Matt 12:20 
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freedom, because if she were legally free, she could never be sold and thus would be with 

him wherever he goes; no one could snatch her out of his hand.  What could an infant girl 

know about the plans of her father, or why there was slavery, or what is purchased freedom.  

What could the little girl know about anything really, except that she could never be separated 

from her father.  And one day, when she understood just how much Simon Sheppard loved 

her, how he protected her, laying down his life for her, how she was never a slave, she would 

be overwhelmed with love for him.    

 

Maybe the better question than ‘does God care about me’ is ‘does God love me’ to the point 

where no one can snatch us out of His hand?  Yes, like a shepherd and his sheep, like Simon 

Sheppard and his daughter, like the Good Shepherd and you.  

 

 

*          *          * 

 

This leaves two questions.  First are we his sheep?  Have we received Christ as our Savior, 

confessing with our mouth that Jesus is our Lord and believing in our heart that God raised 

him from the dead? 11  If so, the Bible says we are His sheep.  If you’ve never received Christ 

as your Savior, you can today, by asking Him to come into your life and making you the 

person you were meant to be.  

 

Second, how might we respond to His great love for us?  When we understand how much the 

Good Shepherd loves us, how he has protected us, and laid down his life for us, how we were 

never slaves to sin, death, evil or the Evil One, how will we respond?  Here are three ways:  

 

1. Let Him shepherd us – Whatever we know to do, whatever way we have heard Him say 

to walk in, whatever command we’ve heard from the scriptures, do that.  For example: 

Cast all your anxieties upon him for He cares for you – 1Pet 5:7. 

Confess your sins one to another and pray for one another – James 5:16. 

This is the Good Shepherd tapping us with his staff saying here’s the way to walk, do this. 

 

2. Let ourselves hear His voice – We can’t hear Christ lead us in the way we should go if we 

don’t know what His voice is like.  The only way to know His voice is to listen to Him in 

the scriptures.  He promises in John 14:26, to ‘send the Holy Spirit who will teach us all 

thing and bring to remembrance what He has said,’ which means we have to have 

something to remember which means we need to read His Word.  One way is to pray 

through the scriptures.  … Finally, 

 

3. Let ourselves be loved by Him – This just means to contemplate how Christ the Good 

Shepherd has loved us, and then love Him back, because the Bible says ‘we love Him 

because He first loved us.’ 12   

 

So, does God love you and me?  Yes, like a shepherd and his sheep, like Simon Sheppard and 

his daughter, like the Good Shepherd who laid down his life for us.    

 

                                                 
11 Rom 10:9 
12 1John 4:19 


