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Enthroned	to	Serve:	Jesus	is	Psalm	110	

A	while	back,	our	daughter	Addie	hurt	herself.	Now,	my	wife	Kashelle	is	a	nurse.	So	
usually,	I’m	not	the	“first	responder”	in	these	situations.	She	is.	But	Mom	wasn’t	home.	So	I	
walked	over	to	Addie.	I	gently	offered	to	help	her.	But	she	refused.	So	I	tried	again.	And	again,	
she	refused.	And	finally	she	said,	“Daddy,	you’re	not	a	nurse.	You’re	a	pastor!	You	can’t	help	me	
at	all!”	Now,	I	was	more	than	willing	to	help	Addie.	And,	in	reality,	I	was	able	to	help	her.	But	in	
her	mind,	I	was	incompetent.	Sure,	I	could	pray	and	ask	God	to	heal	her.	But	she	thought	I	was	
totally	unqualified	to	apply	a	Band-Aid.	Apparently,	that	required	some	kind	of	nursing	degree.	
So	I	was	willing	to	help.	But	in	her	mind	I	was	totally	unable.	And	thus	I	was	of	no	help	at	all.		

And	when	we’re	in	need,	that’s	what	we’re	looking	for,	isn’t	it?	Someone	who	is	both	
willing	and	able.	Some	people	are	eager	to	help.	Empathy	just	seems	to	ooze	from	their	pores.	
When	they	hear	Paul’s	exhortation	to	“weep	with	those	who	weep”	(Romans	12:15)	they	just	
start	crying	involuntarily,	right?	They	want	to	meet	people	in	their	pain.	Other	people,	by	
contrast,	are	very	able	to	help.	They’re	intelligent,	or	powerful.	Or,	they’re	well-connected.	And	
they’re	problem-solvers.	So	some	people	know	how	to	suffer	with	you.	Other	people	know	how	
to	alleviate	suffering.	But	very	rarely	do	we	find	someone	who	excels	at	both;	someone	with	
power	and	pity;	with	competence	and	compassion.	But	ultimately,	those	who	are	most	willing,	
and	most	able,	can	offer	the	most	help.	This	morning,	I	have	one	objective;	one	goal;	to	show	
you	that	Jesus	is	willing	and	able	to	help	you.	And	I	hope	that	would	cause	you	to	pray;	to	run	to	
Jesus	in	your	hour	of	need.				

I	think	many	Christians	feel	guilty	about	their	prayer	lives.	In	fact,	one	of	the	easiest	
ways	to	guilt	a	believer	is	to	say,	“You	know,	you	should	pray	more.”	It’s	like	shooting	fish	in	a	
barrel.	I’ve	never	met	a	Christian	who	disagrees	with	that	statement.	We	need	God’s	help.	And	
yet,	many	Christians	–	myself	included	–	find	prayer	difficult.	This	morning,	I	have	no	intention	
of	guilting	you	into	a	vibrant	prayer	life.	Instead	I	want	to	ask,	“why?”	Why	don’t	we	pray	more?	
Why	is	prayer	often	my	last	resort,	rather	than	my	first?	I	think	our	view	of	prayer	depends	
largely	on	our	view	of	God.	If	I	view	God	as	disinterested,	or	distant,	prayer	will	feel	like	this	
enormous	spiritual	burden;	because	God	is	somewhere	“out	there.”	And	I	must	muster	up	the	
zeal,	and	the	earnestness	to	get	his	attention.	But	according	to	Scripture,	I	don’t	need	to	get	
God’s	attention.	I	already	have	it.	God	is	already	attentive	to	me,	because	he’s	always	attentive	
to	his	Son,	Jesus.	Right	now,	you	have	a	powerful	advocate	in	heaven.	And	before	you	even	
come	to	the	Father,	Jesus	comes	to	him	on	your	behalf.	And	even	now,	Jesus	is	helping	you.	
And	if	we	believe	these	truths,	we’ll	run	to	Jesus	for	help.		
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We’re	making	our	way	through	a	series	entitled,	“Hero:	Jesus	in	the	Old	Testament.”	
Jesus	taught	that	the	whole	Bible	is	about	Him.	He	is	the	hero	of	God’s	story;	the	theme	that	
ties	the	whole	Bible	together.	So	if	we	fail	to	see	Jesus	and	his	story	of	redemption	in	the	
Scriptures,	we’re	completely	missing	the	point.	So	we’re	trying	to	read	the	Bible	like	Jesus	did;	
as	a	seamless	story	about	him.	And	for	the	next	few	weeks,	we’re	looking	at	Jesus	in	the	book	
of	Psalms.	The	Psalms	are	hymns	of	praise	to	God.	And	many	of	these	hymns	are	about	the	
Messiah;	God’s	anointed	king,	who	will	rescue	the	world	from	evil	and	death.	Last	week,	we	
looked	at	Psalm	2.	And	we	learned	that	Jesus	is	the	divine	king	who	conquers	God’s	enemies.	
Today,	we’ll	see	that	Jesus	is	not	only	a	conqueror.	He’s	also	a	servant.	In	fact,	God	enthrones	
Jesus	to	serve	us	forever.	This	morning,	we’ll	do	three	things.	First,	we’ll	look	at	Psalm	110.	This	
is	David	announcement	about	the	Servant	King.	Then	we’ll	look	at	the	arrival	of	the	Servant	
King;	that’s	Jesus.	And	finally,	we’ll	talk	about	approaching	the	Servant	King;	about	drawing	
near	to	Jesus,	the	King	who	helps	us.	

1. The	Announcement	of	the	Servant	King:	Let’s	look	at	Psalm	110.	“A	PSALM	OF		
DAVID.	The	LORD	says	to	my	Lord:	"Sit	at	my	right	hand,	until	I	make	your	enemies	your	
footstool."	2	The	LORD	sends	forth	from	Zion	your	mighty	scepter.	Rule	in	the	midst	of	your	
enemies!	3	Your	people	will	offer	themselves	freely	on	the	day	of	your	power,	in	holy	garments;	
from	the	womb	of	the	morning,	the	dew	of	your	youth	will	be	yours.	4	The	LORD	has	sworn	and	
will	not	change	his	mind,	"You	are	a	priest	forever	after	the	order	of	Melchizedek."	5	The	Lord	is	
at	your	right	hand;	he	will	shatter	kings	on	the	day	of	his	wrath.	6	He	will	execute	judgment	
among	the	nations,	filling	them	with	corpses;	he	will	shatter	chiefs	over	the	wide	earth.	7	He	will	
drink	from	the	brook	by	the	way;	therefore	he	will	lift	up	his	head.”		

Last	week,	my	dad	mentioned	that	Psalm	2	is	the	most	frequently	quoted	Psalm	in	the	
New	Testament.	Actually,	it’s	Psalm	110	(sorry	dad	for	fact-checking	you).	This	Psalm	is	quoted	
or	alluded	to	about	20	times	in	the	New	Testament.1	So	clearly,	Jesus	and	his	earliest	followers	
thought	it	was	extremely	significant.	But	why?	Why	is	this	Psalm	so	important?	Well,	it’s	
important	for	two	reasons.2		

First,	because	David	wrote	it.	In	most	English	Bibles,	there’s	a	superscription	above	
Psalm	110,	which	reads,	“A	Psalm	of	David.”	Now	those	words	weren’t	added	by	a	publisher.	
They’re	part	of	the	biblical	text.	So	Scripture	itself	says	that	King	David	wrote	this	Psalm.	Now	
that	might	seem	like	an	incidental	detail.	But	it’s	actually	critical	for	understanding	this	text.		
Listen	again	to	verse	1.	David	says,	“The	LORD	says	to	my	Lord."	Here,	David	speaks	of	two	
“Lords.”	The	first	is	Jehovah,	the	God	of	Israel.	That’s	“The	LORD.”	But	then	David	mentions	a	
second	character,	whom	he	calls,	“my	Lord.”	Now	this	is	very	strange.	Remember,	David	is	the	
king.	So	in	one	sense,	he	is	the	Lord;	the	highest	human	authority.	And	the	only	authority	higher	
than	David	is	God,	the	LORD	Jehovah.	Yet	David	says	he	has	two	Lords.	In	other	words,	he	
submits	to	two	kings.	So	who	is	this	second	“Lord”?	Well,	it’s	the	Messiah;	the	future	king	of	
Israel.	Remember,	God	promised	David	that	one	of	his	descendents	would	rule	the	world	
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forever.	And	this	king	would	liberate	the	world	from	evil.	So	David	is	speaking	about	the	
enthronement	of	the	Messiah.	He	is	looking	forward	to	the	day	when	God’s	anointed	takes	his	
throne,	and	defeats	his	enemies.	And	David	acknowledges	that	the	Messiah	is	greater	than	him.	
He’s	David’s	Lord;	his	king.	And	now	we	can	see	why	the	authorship	of	Psalm	110	is	so	
important.	If	this	Psalm	were	written	by	anyone	else,	it	would	sound	like	a	generic	song	about	a	
king.	And	the	writer	would	simply	be	celebrating	the	king’s	rise	to	power.	But	the	author	is	the	
king!	So	this	Psalm	is	about	someone	greater	than	David;	the	Messiah.		

And	if	you’re	unconvinced	by	this	interpretation,	I’ll	pull	the	Jesus	card,	because	this	is	
exactly	how	Jesus	interprets	Psalm	110.	In	Luke	20,	Jesus	is	debating	with	Israel’s	religious	
leaders.	And	he	says	this,	"How	is	it	that	they	say	the	Christ	[that’s	the	Messiah]	is	David's	son?	
42	"For	David	himself	says	in	the	book	of	Psalms,	'THE	LORD	SAID	TO	MY	LORD,	"SIT	AT	MY	
RIGHT	HAND,	43	UNTIL	I	MAKE	YOUR	ENEMIES	A	FOOTSTOOL	FOR	YOUR	FEET."'	44	"Therefore	
David	calls	Him	'Lord,'	and	how	is	He	his	son?"	Jesus	is	questioning	the	religious	leaders’	
understanding	of	the	Messiah.	The	Jews	knew	the	Messiah	would	be	David’s	son;	that	he’d	be	a	
descendent	of	David.	But	apparently,	some	Jews	thought	the	Messiah	would	be	–	in	some	sense	
–	inferior	to	David.	In	the	ancient	world,	older	was	better.	Ancestors	were	greater	than	their	
descendents.	And	therefore,	David	was	superior	to	his	offspring,	including	the	Messiah.	But	
Jesus	challenges	this	assumption.	In	effect,	he	asks,	“why	do	people	say	the	Messiah	is	merely	
David’s	son;	he’s	also	David’s	Lord.”3	So	the	Messiah	is	king,	even	over	David.	The	religious	
leaders	had	a	limited	view	of	the	Messiah.	And	Jesus	just	blows	up	their	paradigm.	You	can	
almost	hear	the	mic	drop	after	Jesus	asks	this	question,	right?		

This	Psalm	was	written	by	David.	And	it’s	clear	that	he’s	writing	about	the	Messiah.	In	
fact,	this	is	one	of	the	clearest	Messianic	prophecies	in	the	Old	Testament.	That’s	the	first	
reason	this	Psalm	is	significant.	Here’s	the	second;	David	speaks	of	the	Messiah	in	a	surprising	
way;	really,	in	a	way	no	one	would	have	expected.	In	this	passage,	God	makes	two	declarations	
to	the	Messiah.	The	first	is	totally	unsurprising.	But	the	second	is	utterly	shocking.			

First,	God	says	his	Messiah	will	be	a	Conquering	King.	In	verse	1,	he	says	,	“sit	at	my	right	
hand	until	I	make	your	enemies	a	footstool	for	your	feet.”	The	Messiah	will	rest	his	feet	on	
God’s	enemies.	In	other	words,	he	will	totally	defeat	them.	And	David	proceeds	to	describe	the	
Messiah’s	conquest.	He	will	rule	over	his	enemies.	According	to	verse	3,	an	army	of	youthful	
warriors	will	arise	with	him,	and	gladly	follow	him	into	battle.	God	and	his	Messiah	will	act	as	
one	to	execute	judgment.	And	together,	they	will	shatter	kings,	and	nations.	And	the	Messiah	is	
relentless	in	his	pursuit	of	these	nations.	According	to	verse	7,	he	only	stops	to	take	a	sip	of	
water.4	And	all	of	this	sounds	very	similar	to	Psalm	2;	which	we	looked	at	last	week.	The	
Messiah	is	basically	a	Warrior	King.	And	that’s	what	we’d	expect	David	to	say;	because	in	the	
Old	Testament,	that’s	basically	who	the	Messiah	is;	a	military	and	political	figure.	So	David	
begins	with	a	very	conventional	description	of	the	Messiah.	And	this	makes	God’s	second	
declaration	to	the	Messiah	even	more	jarring.			
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In	verse	4,	David	writes	this,	“The	LORD	has	sworn	and	will	not	change	his	mind,	"You	
are	a	priest	forever	after	the	order	of	Melchizedek."	God	says	the	Messiah	will	not	only	be	a	
king;	but	a	priest.	And	this	is	absolutely	shocking.	According	to	the	Law	of	Moses,	a	priest	
couldn’t	be	a	king,	and	a	king	couldn’t	be	a	priest.5	And	God	took	this	distinction	very	seriously.	
You	might	remember	that	Saul,	the	first	king	of	Israel,	lost	his	kingship	because	he	tried	to	serve	
as	a	priest.6	And	David	knew	this.	Yet	he	says	the	Messiah	will	be	a	priest.	And	it’s	clear	that	
God	himself	desires	this.	In	fact,	God	swears	–	he	makes	an	oath	–	that	the	Messiah	will	be	a	
priest	forever.	Now,	this	is	bizarre.	But	it’s	also	incredibly	wonderful;	because	it	means	that	
God’s	people	have	an	eternal	representative;	someone	who	will	come	to	God	on	their	behalf	
forever.		

But	why	is	this	so	wonderful?	Why	is	it	such	good	news?	To	answer	this	question,	we	
need	to	talk	about	priests.	The	priest’s	role	was	to	represent	the	people	before	God.	They	
atoned	for	the	people’s	sins.	They	expressed	the	people’s	concerns.	And	they	appealed	to	God	
for	the	people’s	welfare.	And	if	you	were	an	Israelite,	you	needed	the	priest.	You	couldn’t	just	
“get	right”	with	God.	You	couldn’t	enter	his	presence.	So	God	appointed	priests	to	do	what	the	
nation	couldn’t;	to	enter	his	presence,	and	secure	his	blessing.		

In	other	words,	priests	were	advocates.	And	I	think	we	instinctively	understand	the	
importance	of	advocates.	An	advocate	speaks	for	the	voiceless.	She	defends	the	defenseless.	
Now,	we	live	in	America;	the	land	of	self-determination.	So	it	might	seem	that	we	don’t	need	
people	to	speak	on	our	behalf.	After	all,	we	can	speak	for	ourselves.	But	in	reality	–	at	some	
point	or	another	–		all	of	us	will	need	an	advocate.		

For	example,	if	you’re	in	the	hospital,	you	need	an	advocate;	whether	it	be	a	doctor,	or	a	
nurse,	or	a	family	member;	you	need	someone	who	will	take	a	special	interest	in	you,	and	
ensure	that	you’re	being	cared	for	properly.	And	you	wouldn’t	want	me	as	your	advocate.	As	
Addie	says,	I	can’t	help	you	at	all.	“Hey	do	you	want	some	water?	How	much	does	it	hurt…on	a	
scale	of	1	to	10.	Yep.	Sounds	like	it	hurts!	Want	me	to	get	a	nurse?	No?	Ok,	I’ll	see	you	in	5	
hours.”	Right?	Like,	I’m	useless.	If	you’re	sick,	you	don’t	want	me.	You	want	my	wife.	She’s	
spent	most	of	her	professional	life	in	hospitals.	And	she’s	very	compassionate.	But	she’s	also	a	
straight-shooter.	So	if	she	comes	to	visit	you,	you’ll	get	help.	She’ll	have	6	nurses	in	that	room.	
All	then,	you’ll	be	consulting	with	some	world-renowned	cardiologist.	And	you	didn’t	even	
know	that	guy	was	at	that	hospital.	But	Kashelle	will	make	it	happen.	Why?	Because	she’s	a	
great	advocate.	We	need	advocates.	And	when	we	don’t	have	them,	life	is	almost	unbearable.	
Think	about	children	whose	parents	won’t	advocate	for	them;	who	don’t	speak	for	them;	who	
won’t	protect	them	at	school,	or	in	the	neighborhood.	That	kind	of	abandonment	is	almost	
crippling.	So	at	some	point	or	another,	all	of	us	need	an	advocate.	And	Israel	needed	an	
advocate	before	God.	And	David	says	that	the	Messiah;	God’s	right-hand	man,	will	be	a	priest	
forever.	So	Israel	will	always	have	an	advocate	in	God’s	presence;	someone	who	can	speak	to	
God	on	their	behalf.	And	that	is	very	good	news.			
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But	how	could	this	be?	After	all,	kings	couldn’t	be	priests.	So	why	is	the	Messiah	exempt	
from	this	rule?	Well,	to	answer	that	question,	we	must	look	more	closely	at	verse	4.	God	says	
the	Messiah	is	a	priest,	“after	the	order	of	Melchizedek.”	So	who	in	the	world	is	Melchizedek?	
Well,	he’s	not	a	DJ.	(I	always	thought	that	“Mix	Master	Melchizedek”	was	about	the	best	DJ	
name	ever).	Actually,	he’s	a	king	who	makes	brief	appearance	in	Genesis	14.	So	why	is	he	
significant?	Well,	at	first	glance,	it’s	not	entirely	clear.	In	fact,	the	writer	of	Hebrews	
acknowledges	this.7	So	look	even	the	Bible	says	that	this	part	of	the	Bible	can	be	challenging	to	
understand.	So	don’t	blame	me	if	this	part	of	the	sermon	is	challenging,	ok?	It’s	not	my	fault.	
Melchizedek	is	mysterious.	But	as	we’ll	see,	he’s	hugely	significant.				

In	Genesis	14,	Abraham	learns	that	a	group	of	thugs	have	kidnapped	his	nephew,	Lot.	So	
Abraham	summons	his	men.	They	chase	down	these	marauders.	They	defeat	them.	And	they	
get	Lot	back.	On	their	way	home,	they	encounter	this	king	named	Melchizedek.	This	King	feeds	
Abraham	and	his	men.	And	he	praises	God	for	giving	Abraham	this	military	victory.	And	in	
response,	Abraham	gives	Mel	a	tenth	of	his	possessions.			

Now,	this	is	fascinating.	On	the	one	hand,	this	account	does	nothing	to	advance	the	
narrative.	And	Mel	seems	like	an	insignificant	character.	In	Genesis,	every	important	character	
has	a	genealogy;	a	family	line.	And	the	most	significant	characters	come	from	Abraham’s	line.	
Why?	Because	God	promised	to	save	the	world	though	Abraham’s	family.	But	Melchizedek	isn’t	
part	of	this	family.	In	fact,	he	has	no	genealogy.	He	just	appears.	Then	he	disappears.	So	you’d	
assume	he’s	insignificant.	And	yet,	he’s	totally	remarkable.	First,	he’s	a	Righteous	King.	The	
name,	“Melchizedek”	means,	“King	of	Righteousness.”	Moreover,	he’s	King	of	Salem.	Salem	is	
the	Hebrew	word	“Shalom,”	which	means	peace,	or	well-being.	And	it’s	likely	that	this	city	
“Salem,”	is	Jerusalem.	Jeru-shalom	means	“city	of	peace.”	Salem	will	eventually	become	Israel’s	
capital	city.	So	Mel	is,	in	a	sense,	the	Righteous	King	of	Jerusalem.	But	he’s	not	just	a	King.	He’s	
also	a	priest.	Now,	the	Law	of	Moses	prohibited	kings	from	being	priests.	But	this	account	
predates	the	Law	of	Moses.	So	that	law	wasn’t	yet	in	effect.	Notice	also	that	Mel	is	a	priest,	“of	
the	Most	High	God.”	And	that’s	interesting.	Remember,	God	had	a	special	relationship	with	
Abraham’s	family.	But	Mel	is	outside	of	this	family.	And	yet	he	serves	Abraham’s	God.	In	verse	
19,	Mel	refers	to	God	as,	“[the]	Most	High,	[the]	Possessor	of	Heaven	and	Earth.”	And	in	verse	
22,	how	does	Abraham	refers	to	God?	The	exact	same	way.	What	does	this	imply?	That	Mel	
and	Abraham	serve	the	exact	same	God.	Finally,	notice	that	Abraham	–	the	Father	of	Israel	–	
tithes	to	Mel.	In	other	words,	he	honors	Mel.	He	treats	Mel	as	his	superior.		

And	I	think	David	picks	up	on	the	significance	of	all	this.	Think	about	this:	where	does	
David	establish	his	reign?	In	Jerusalem.	And	who	is	David?	He’s	a	righteous	king;	a	man	after	
God’s	own	heart.	Now,	is	David	a	priest?	No.	But	he	longs	to	live	in	God’s	presence.	In	fact,	
when	David	becomes	king,	he	moves	the	ark	–	God’s	dwelling	place	–	into	Jerusalem.	And	in	2	
Samuel	6,	David	dances	before	the	ark.	And	he	leads	God’s	people	in	worship.	David	never	tries	
to	become	a	priest.	But	he	has	the	heart	of	a	priest.	He	wants	to	lead	God’s	people	into	God’s	
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presence.	And	what	does	God	promise	to	David?	That	one	of	his	descendents	will	be	the	
Messiah;	the	king	who	will	rule	the	world	forever.	And	I	think	David	is	reflecting	on	all	of	this	as	
he	writes	Psalm	110.	David	sees	Melchizedek	as	a	prototype	of	God’s	King.	And	David	is	like	
Melchizedek.	But	the	Messiah	will	really	be	like	Melchizedek.	He’ll	be	greater	than	Abraham;	
and	greater	than	David.	And	he’ll	rule	as	a	King,	yet	serve	as	a	priest.	In	the	Law,	God	said	that	
only	men	from	the	tribe	of	Levi	could	be	priests.	But	David	knows	that	God	has	another	
priesthood;	one	that	predates	the	Law	of	Moses.	And	David	thinks	that	this	priesthood	–	the	
order	of	Melchizedek	–	will	last	forever.	Can	you	see	the	patterns	emerge?	We’re	beginning	to	
see	the	Messiah	in	HD,	aren’t	we?	David	is	preparing	us	for	his	arrival.		

2. The	Arrival	of	the	Servant	King:	And	according	to	the	New	Testament,	this	Messiah’s		
name	is	Jesus.	That’s	who	David	was	talking	about.	The	book	of	Hebrews	is	–	in	many	ways	–	an	
extended	commentary	on	Psalm	110.	And	in	Hebrews	8,	the	writer	says	this,	“Now	the	main	
point	in	what	has	been	said	is	this:	we	have	such	a	high	priest,	who	has	taken	His	seat	at	the	
right	hand	of	the	throne	of	the	Majesty	in	the	heavens,	2	a	minister	in	the	sanctuary	and	in	the	
true	tabernacle,	which	the	Lord	pitched,	not	man.”	The	writer	is	speaking	about	Jesus.	And	
here’s	his	point;	Jesus	is	the	guy	David	was	talking	about.	Jesus	rises	from	the	dead.	And	then	
he	ascends	into	heaven.	And	that’s	crucial	for	us	to	remember.	When	Jesus	ascends,	he	doesn’t	
vaporize.	He	ascends	into	heaven;	into	God’s	dwelling	place.	And	then,	he	sits	at	God’s	right	
hand,	“until	God	makes	his	enemies	a	footstool	for	his	feet”	(Psalm	110:1).	Right	now,	Jesus	
reigns	as	King.	He	has	defeated	sin,	and	Satan	and	death.	At	the	cross,	Jesus	takes	our	sin.	He	
suffers	the	full	curse	of	our	rebellion.	And	then	Jesus	rises	from	the	grave	in	triumph	over	
death.	So	Jesus	has	taken	all	the	world’s	evil	onto	himself,	and	has	exhausted	its	power.	So	
Jesus	has	triumphed.	And	he	has	been	installed	as	king.		

So	what	is	Jesus	doing	now?	Well,	it	seems	like	he	should	be	cleaning	house,	right?	
That’s	what	Psalm	110	says;	that	the	Messiah	will	destroy	God’s	enemies.	But	that’s	not	how	
the	New	Testament	writers	interpret	Psalm	110.	It’s	interesting;	Psalm	110:1	appears	
throughout	the	New	Testament.	It’s	quoted	more	often	than	any	other	Old	Testament	verse.	
But	verse	2,	which	speaks	of	the	Messiah’s	military	conquest,	is	never	quoted.	In	fact,	the	New	
Testament	writers	never	quote	from	verse	3,	5,	6,	or	7.	In	other	words,	they	don’t	mention	
Christ’s	military	conquest.	And	that’s	very	intentional.	See,	Christ	has	already	been	enthroned.	
But	he	hasn’t	returned	to	conquer.	In	Psalm	110:1,	God	says,	“sit	at	my	right	hand,	until	I	make	
your	enemies	a	footstool.”	That	word	“until”	is	crucial.	It	means	there’s	a	period	of	time	
between	Christ’s	enthronement,	and	his	conquest.	And	according	to	the	New	Testament,	Jesus	
won’t	conquer	the	world	until	his	second	coming.	Jesus	deals	with	the	bad	guys	when	he	
returns.	But	that	hasn’t	happen	yet.	

So	what	is	Jesus	doing	now?	He’s	serving	us.	Jesus	ascends	to	heaven	to	be	our	priest.	
And	when	Jesus	ascends,	God	says	to	him,	“you	are	a	priest	forever	according	to	the	order	of	
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Melchizedek”	(Psalm	110:4).	Jesus	represents	us	in	heaven.	And	there	are	two	things	we	must	
know	about	Jesus	priestly	service	to	us.	

First,	it’s	effective.	Jesus	actually	establishes	us	in	God’s	presence	forever.	See,	Israel’s	
priests	were	ineffective.	They	were	always	making	sacrifices.	But	the	sacrifices	never	seemed	to	
work.	They	never	atoned	for	sin.	So	the	priests	were	always	standing	in	the	temple;	sacrificing	
more	animals;	praying	more	prayers;	trying	to	make	the	people	right	before	God.	But	it	didn’t	
stick.	And	this	revealed	that	Israel	needed	a	different	kind	of	priest;	one	outside	the	Law	of	
Moses;	a	priest	who	could	actually	atone	for	sin,	so	God’s	people	could	live	in	his	presence	
forever.	And	Jesus	is	that	priest;	after	the	order	or	Melchizedek.	Jesus	dies	for	all	of	our	sin.	So	
we’re	cleansed	forever.	King	Jesus	triumphs	over	everything	that	separates	us	from	God.	So	
when	Jesus	ascends	to	heaven,	what	does	he	do?	He	doesn’t	stand.	He	sits,	because	his	atoning	
work	is	done.	And	he’s	our	representative.	So	his	victory	over	sin	and	death	is	ours.	And	yet,	he	
continues	to	serve	us.	As	Jesus	sits	before	the	Father,	he	prays	for	us.	He	pleads	on	our	behalf.	
He	says,	“Father,	remember	my	sacrifice.	I	have	saved	them.	They	are	righteous	in	me.	So	show	
favor	on	them.”	Jesus	is	our	advocate	forever.	He	never	stops	advocating	for	us.	And	here’s	
what’s	amazing;	it’s	not	like	the	Father	needs	to	be	persuaded	to	love	us.	After	all,	the	Father	
sent	Jesus	to	be	our	representative.	So	the	Father	is	already	disposed	to	show	us	mercy.	And	
yet,	Jesus	appears	on	our	behalf;	and	says,	“Father,	please	–	for	my	sake	–	show	them	mercy!”	
Listen;	Jesus	always	does	that	for	you.	He	does	it	forever.				

And	this	needs	to	change	the	way	we	see	Jesus.	We	often	think	of	Jesus	as	a	servant.	
But	we	tend	to	associate	Jesus’	service	with	his	time	on	earth.	Now,	Jesus	certainly	served	
others	during	his	earthly	ministry.	And	his	greatest	act	of	service	was	dying	for	us.	But	listen,	
after	the	cross,	Jesus	doesn’t	stop	serving	us.	He	continues	to	serve	us	in	heaven.	

As	Christians,	it’s	tempting	to	serve	Jesus	out	of	sense	of	guilt;	to	think,	“well,	after	all	
Jesus	has	done	for	me,	I	really	need	to	do	something	for	him.	I	need	to	show	him	I’m	thankful.”	
When	Kashelle	and	I	first	started	dating,	she	cooked	for	me	all	the	time;	seriously;	all	the	time.	
And	I	appreciated	that.	But	soon,	I	took	it	for	granted.	And	I	began	to	assume	that	Kashelle	
sorta	provided	meals,	“on	demand.”	So	if	I	wanted	a	meal,	she’d	have	one	ready.	And	if	I	didn’t	
want	a	meal,	I	just	wouldn’t	eat	it.	But	I	soon	learned	that	was	a	bad	assumption.	One	day,	I	
was	hanging	out	with	my	friend	Andrew.	And	Kashelle	said,	“hey,	I’m	gonna	to	make	dinner	for	
everyone	tonight.”	And	I	said,	“ok.”	And	then	Andrew	and	I	left	to	run	some	errands.	And	then,	
we	got	hungry.	So	we	went	and	got	some	dinner.	When	we	got	back	to	Kashelle’s	apartment,	
she’d	prepared	this	beautiful	Pot	Roast,	and	all	of	these	sides.	And	I	said,	“oh,	we	already	ate.”	
And	for	some	reason,	Kashelle	was	upset	by	this.	Apparently,	I	was	not	being	very	considerate.	
And	I	was	incredulous.	I	didn’t	know	why	this	was	such	a	big	deal	(because	at	this	point,	I	didn’t	
know	much	about	dating,	or	relationships,	or	women,	or	how	to	be	a	decent	human	being).	So	I	
sat	down,	and	begrudgingly	ate	my	second	dinner.	And	I	thought,	“ok,	after	all	you’ve	done	for	
me,	I	need	to	do	something	nice	for	you.”	And	I	think	we	can	view	Jesus	this	way.	“Ok	Jesus,	



8	
	

you’ve	done	lots	of	nice	things	for	me.	I	need	to	do	something	for	you;”	as	if	we	could	repay	
Jesus.	But	this	isn’t	the	way	it	works.	Jesus	has	never	stopped	serving	you.	He’s	not	standing	in	
heaven	with	his	arms	folded;	waiting	for	you	to	show	sufficient	gratitude.	No,	he	sits,	and	he	
serves.	And	he	never	stops.	His	grace	is	always	present	tense.	You	aren’t	paying	him	back.	This	
relationship	isn’t	transactional.	And	he	is	out-serving	you	even	as	we	speak.	And	that	kind	of	
relentless	kindness	should	soften	our	hearts	to	Jesus.	And	that	leads	to	my	next	point.	Jesus’	
priestly	service	is	effective.	And	it’s	also	compassionate.						

Jesus	is	filled	with	compassion	for	you.	He	became	a	human.	So	he	knows	what	your	
pain	feels	like	from	the	inside.	The	writer	of	Hebrews	says,	“we	do	not	have	a	high	who	cannot	
sympathize	with	our	weaknesses,	but	one	who	has	been	tempted	in	all	things	as	we	are,	yet	
without	sin.”8	In	music,	there’s	a	phenomenon	known	as	sympathetic	resonance.9	Suppose	
there	were	two	pianos	on	this	stage.	If	you	played	the	“middle	c”	on	one	piano,	the	sonic	wave	
would	cause	the	middle	c	on	the	other	piano	to	make	a	faint	sound.	Jesus	has	sympathetic	
resonance	with	us.	He	operates	on	the	wavelength	of	our	pain.	So	when	we	suffer,	something	
in	Jesus	resonates.	Jesus	knows	the	pain	of	loss,	and	abandonment,	and	death,	and	
disappointment.	So	when	you	cry	out	to	him,	he	knows	your	pain.	He	has	pity	on	you.	And	he	
cries	to	his	Father	on	your	behalf.		

3. 	Approaching	the	Servant	King:	So	Jesus	is	serving	you	in	heaven.	He’s	effective.	He		
has	his	Father’s	attention.	And	he’s	compassionate;	he	aches	with	you.	He	operates	on	the	
wavelength	of	you	pain.	So	Jesus	is	able	to	deal	with	your	greatest	problem;	how	will	you	stand	
in	the	presence	of	a	holy	God?	Jesus	has	already	taken	care	of	that.	And	Jesus	is	willing	to	deal	
with	this	problem,	because	he	cares	for	you.	And	he	will	serve	as	your	representative	forever.	
So	here’s	the	big	point;	if	Jesus	is	able	and	willing	to	deal	with	your	greatest	problem,	don’t	you	
think	he’s	able	and	willing	to	deal	with	your	“lesser	problems?”	And	if	Jesus	can	deliver	you	
from	the	consequences	of	sin,	don’t	you	think	he	can	deliver	you	from	whatever	you’re	facing	
now?	The	writer	of	Hebrews	says	this,	“let	us	draw	near	with	confidence	to	the	throne	of	grace,	
so	that	we	may	receive	mercy	and	find	grace	to	help	in	time	of	need.”10	King	Jesus	is	serving	
you.	You’re	in	Christ.	So	the	Father	is	kindly	disposed	to	you.	You	can	come	confidently.	No	
guilt.	No	shame.	And	you	can	ask	for	help.	Listen,	prayer	is	the	most	fundamental	expression	of	
faith.	If	you	have	air	in	your	lungs	you	breathe.	If	you	have	faith	in	your	soul,	you	pray.	And	faith	
is	need;	it’s	a	need	for	God.	It’s	saying,	“Help.”	Jesus	is	so	able.	Jesus	is	so	willing.	And	Jesus	
won’t	fix	all	of	your	problems.	Not	yet.	That	doesn’t	happen	until	he	returns.	But	he	gives	you	
grace;	strength;	wisdom	for	today.	He	will	get	you	through.	So	maybe	you’re	discouraged.	
Maybe	you’re	afraid.	Maybe	you’re	doubting.	Maybe	you’re	marriage	is	breaking	apart.	Maybe	
you	have	no	idea	how	to	deal	with	loss.	Maybe	you	have	no	idea	how	to	make	the	ends	meet.	
Maybe	you	have	no	idea	how	to	parent	your	kid.	Draw	near.	Draw	near.	He	is	able.	He	is	willing.	
He	knows	you	need	him,	so	he	helps	you	before	you	ask.	So	ask.	Draw	near.	As	often	as	you	feel	
a	need;	draw	near.	Let’s	draw	near	now.						
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