
Creekside Community Church 
How to Enjoy Life in an Uncertain World: The Book of Ecclesiastes 
July 19, 2015 
John Bruce: Pastor 

 
How to Enjoy God’s Plan for Your Life 

(Eccl. 3:1-15) 

Good morning.  My name is John Bruce and I’m one of the pastors here at Creekside – just in case you forgot while 
we were away.  Normally Laurie and I like to hang around home during our vacation but this year we ventured 
outside our comfort zone to Southern California for a few days; took in Disneyland with our grandkids and their 
parents; and we attended the wedding of our good friends, Jerry and Jeni Engler’s daughter, Katie.   And Laurie and 
I also got our eyes checked – which I guess is everybody’s favorite vacation activity, right?  Our optometrist is in 
Napa which is why we wait until vacation to schedule our annual checkup.  We finish our appointments; our eyes 
haven’t gotten any worse over the past 12 months; and we’ve just begun the drive back to Oakland when I notice 
that the tire pressure warning light is lit on my dashboard – which surprised me since I had just put four new tires 
on our car the week before.  We pull over and look at the tires and they all look fine; so we try to find a gas station 
to check the tire pressure and figure out what’s happening.  And of course, there isn’t a gas station to be found.  So 
we get on the freeway, thinking there has to be a station off the freeway.  But we just keep going and going and 
I’m wondering when we’ll hear the thumpity-thumpity–thump of a flat tire and be stuck beside the highway. The 
further we drive without finding a station, the more uptight I get.  We finally turn left on highway 12 and it is stop 
and go all the way up to 80; and all I can think of is that this tire is leaking air and the longer it takes to get to a 
station, the better the chance we won’t make it.  It takes us half an hour to go the six or so miles up to highway 80 
and there is still no gas station.  We take 680 south and by this time, I’m frantically praying, “Lord, please get us 
home before this tire goes.”  I don’t want to have to change the tire and I sure don’t want to have to drive on the 
little miniature tire on the freeway home.  Finally, just before the Benecia – Martinez Bridge we spot a Chevron 
station which is a relief because Chevron stations always have air available.  We pull in and check our tires and sure 
enough, the left rear is at about half the pressure it should be; so we fill it up and keep driving.  I have no idea how 
fast the air is leaking, or when we’ll need to fill it up again or where we’ll be able to find another Chevron station. I 
am on pins and needles the rest of the way home.  I’m frustrated and angry; these are brand new tires, we’ve 
probably picked up a nail, and why do people drop nails on the highway? And why is this happening during our 
vacation?  And why did we have to get our eyes checked anyway? And will we have a flat tire in the middle of the 
Caldecott Tunnel?  That day between Napa and Oakland I was not a model of Christlike patience.  Now let me ask 
you a question.  Did I behave wisely or foolishly in that situation?  Solomon, the world’s wisest man and the author 
of Ecclesiastes would say that I was a fool that day and in chapter 3, he will tell me why. 

 
One of the themes in Ecclesiastes is to enjoy life which Solomon admits can be difficult in the world in which we 
live.  Much of Ecclesiastes is dark and pessimistic.  It’s a book about disillusionment and disappointment; about 
how the things we hope will satisfy us never do: about how the people we love often leave us or die: and about 
how the work we devote so much of ourselves to really doesn’t accomplish anything in the end.  Ecclesiastes isn’t a 
book of answers but of questions because it looks at life as it appears under the sun; at how life looks from a 
purely secular perspective which doesn’t take God into consideration.  If I don’t believe in God and look at what 
life is like in this world from a purely secular perspective, these are the conclusions at which I will arrive.  We live in 
a world which isn’t what it was designed to be, a world of apparent purposelessness and contradiction and chaos – 
and if all we know is what we see in the present world, we will be driven either to despair like the modern 
existentialist or we will become hedonists, trying to escape the absurdity of the world through pleasure and 
comfort.  That is true today and it was true 3,000 years ago when Solomon collected these saying. However, in 
Ecclesiastes Solomon adds that there’s more to life than what we see under the sun and chapter 3 is the first time 



he talks about this other perspective on life; the above the sun or heavenly perspective; seeing life from God’s 
perspective rather than from our own.  I entitled this passage, “How to Enjoy God’s Plan for Your life” because 
according to Solomon, nothing that happens in this life is purposeless; it is part of God’s plan; and it’s a good plan.  
According to the Bible, most of our problems occur because we leave God out of our calculations.  We live as if 
we’re alone in this world and in control of what happens to us; as if we are capable of running our life; as if we 
don’t need God. Yet if we could learn see life from the other side, from above the sun, it would change everything.  
If you look at a tapestry, from one side it’s ugly and doesn’t make sense; different colors of thread spread in 
seemingly random ways, some pieces cut off, others with pieces tangling.  But if you turn the tapestry over, you 
see a beautiful picture.  It all depends on which side you look at. That’s what Solomon does in chapter 3.  He flips 
the tapestry over and looks at it from the other side. This morning, I want us to look at three things in this passage: 
(1) The Plan, (2) The Planner, and (3) The Purpose of His Plan.   To daily enjoy God’s plan – which will include flat 
tires, UCLA fans, and worse, we must see life from God’s point of view rather than from our own.  
 
Solomon begins chapter 3 with a poem and vs. 1 is the big idea of that poem. “There is an appointed time for 
everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven…“  If we look at life from God’s perspective, we will 
see there are no random events; no accidents, no such thing as chance or luck.  There is an appointed time for 
everything; meaning that everything that happens is part of a larger plan.    Everything occurs in its appointed time: 
as illustrated by the following poem.  Eccl 3:2 “A time to give birth and a time to die; which is Solomon’s way of 
showing how all of our life is under God’s control.  God appoints the day we’re born and the day we die.  He 
controls when we enter the world and when we leave the world and everything else in between.  A time to plant 
and a time to uproot what is planted. You gardeners know you don’t control the time to plant.  There’s an 
appropriate season for planting when the plant will take root and flourish; and if we try to plant any other time, we 
won’t get the same results.  The same is true of pulling up old plants.  We have a beautiful old oak in our front yard 
and I hope it outlives me because I would hate to have to cut it down when it dies.  But that too is out of my 
control. Eccl 3:3 A time to kill and a time to heal; There is an appropriate time to kill – in self-defense or time of 
war.  And there is an appropriate time to heal.  That’s why the US has a history of pouring billions of dollars into 
rebuilding its former enemies. A time to tear down and a time to build up. Ever remodeled a house?  You know you 
have to demo before you can build.  There’s an appropriate time to tear down and there is an appropriate time to 
build. Eccl 3:4 A time to weep and a time to laugh; A time to mourn and a time to dance. There are situations when 
it is appropriate to weep and situations when it is appropriate to laugh (and by the way, you don’t want to get 
those confused.)  Weeping and laughing are both a normal part of life and God appoints both. Eccl 3:5 “A time to 
throw stones and a time to gather stones;” In Solomon’s day, stones were not only a weapon in the hands of those 
with slings, armies would spread stones across the fields of their enemies to make them impossible to cultivate.  It 
was a standard wartime practice. However in times of peace, stones would be collected to build walls or to be able 
to cultivate the land. “A time to embrace and a time to shun embracing.”  There is an appropriate time for the 
affection of friendship or marriage and there is an appropriate time to avoid people as in time of war or disease. 
Eccl 3:6 A time to search and a time to give up as lost; A time to keep and a time to throw away.  There is an 
appropriate time to look for what is lost and an appropriate time to stop searching.  There is an appropriate time 
to gain possessions and an appropriate time to give them away (as in yard sales and downsizing).  Do you have 
clothes in your closet you don’t wear any longer?  Sure. We may have been exited when we first bought them.  “I’ll 
look good in this!”  But now, they just take up space. It’s time to throw them away. Eccl 3:7 A time to tear apart 
and a time to sew together; In times of sorrow, the Jews would rip their clothing in their agony.  Afterwards they 
would mend them. A time to be silent and a time to speak. There is an appropriate time to keep our mouths shut 
and there is an appropriate time to speak up – and wise is the person who knows which is which.  
Eccl 3:8 A time to love and a time to hate; A time for war and a time for peace.  There is a time when love is 
appropriate and a time when hate is appropriate; a time when peace is appropriate and a time when war is 
appropriate.  If we love good, we must hate evil.  If we love people, we must hate what harms them and do 
whatever is necessary to deliver them from that evil.  
 
What is the message of this poem? There is a plan behind everything that happens in this world; a reason for 
everything and an appropriate time for everything; because everything that happens has been appointed to 
happen.  It is a very sophisticated poem.  It has 14 pairs of opposites: love and hate, war and peace, dancing and 
mourning, laughing and weeping; each cancels the other out – and yet all our part of God’s plan for life under the 



sun.  Now if we could, we would choose a different plan. Peace and no war; love and no hate; joy without sorrow, 
gathering without discarding.  But it’s not our plan, it is God’s plan; and in light of that plan, Solomon asks the 
familiar question which he repeats throughout Eccl. Eccl 3:9 “What profit is there to the worker from that in which 
he toils?”  What difference do all my efforts make? What ultimate gain do I get from all my work and all I do in a 
world where good things are cancelled out by bad things; where both joy and sorrow, success and failure, building 
and destroying are appointed?  What profit is there for all that I do in a world where I cannot control the times and 
events of my life but where those events are appointed for me?   How do I enjoy life in an uncertain world where 
anything can and does happen? To answer this question, Solomon now focuses upon the Planner.  If there’s a plan 
for life under the sun: then there must be a Planner.  If every event under heaven has its appointed time, Someone 
had to do the appointing. And while we seldom understand His plan or why things happen; we can understand 
certain things about the Author of the plan; which is the reason we can have faith in the plan; not because we 
understand why or how, but because we understand Who.  
 
Solomon makes three observations about the Planner and His plan.  First, God is the One who sets the times.  Life 
is not controlled by random chance or by blind fate but by a wise and loving Creator. Eccl 3:10, Solomon writes “I 
have seen the task which God has given the sons of men with which to occupy themselves,” referring to the poem 
in vs. 1-8.  God sets the times, appoints the seasons and controls both the circumstances and the timing of those 
circumstances.  God gives the tasks and the things which occupy us.  He is the planner and the one who appoints 
all things; He has total control of all things past, present and future. Nothing happens or can happen that is outside 
of His knowledge and control. All things are either caused by Him or allowed by Him for His own purposes.  He 
controls what happens and when it happens. He sets the times, appoints the seasons, and declares what will 
happen long before it happens.  He is the Planner.   

Solomon makes a second observation about the Planner: God’s timing is perfect Eccl 3:11 He has made everything 
appropriate (the word means “beautiful”) in its time.  That’s why Solomon says in vs. 1 that “There is an appointed 
time (or season) for everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven.” Because God is sovereign, there 
are no accidents or chance or luck.  And because God is good, every event is appropriate for its time – whether 
birth or death or planting or plucking up or war or peace.  All the events of our life form a beautiful tapestry; all 
contribute to God’s plan and direction of where He is taking the world and us.  All of life is working out God’s plan 
and because that plan is beautiful, everything that happens plays an essential role.  There are no unnecessary 
events in our lives.  Each event is appropriate and plays an essential role, even though if we had a choice, we 
would not choose all those events.  So Solomon’s first observation from the poem is that God is the planner and 
his second observation is that it is a beautiful plan with every element of the plan playing its appropriate part and 
occurring at its appropriate time.  But doesn’t that make God the author of evil?  If nothing happens but what He 
ordains or allows, doesn’t that make Him responsible for the bad things that happen?  No.  The Bible says that God 
is only good; that there is no evil in Him and that He is incapable of evil.  He allows evil to happen but He brings 
good from that evil.  As Joseph says to his brothers who sold him into slavery, “You meant it for evil but God meant 
it for good.” Evil happens and one day God will defeat evil once and for all.  But because He is God, He is able to 
even use evil to accomplish good. 
 
So as we look at life from above the sun, God is the planner and it is a beautiful plan. In vs. 12 Solomon makes a 
third observation from this poem: God’s plan is incomprehensible to us at this time. Eccl. 3:12 “He has also set 
eternity in their heart,  (in addition to assigning the events of our lives, God also put eternity in our heart; meaning 
unlike animals, humans have a sense of time; a sense of both past and future.  We know intuitively that we have 
come from somewhere and are going somewhere; that the present is not all there is.  We wonder about the 
future, we worry about the future, we plan for the future, yet Solomon says that we can’t know the future.) “…yet 
so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end. (The work which 
God has done refers to God’s plan which we are not in a position to understand.  We can’t understand all that God 
has done in the past – whether it’s our past or the history of the human race.  Why did God allow Auchwitz? Or 
Hiroshima? Why did He give me an alcoholic mom? As we look at the past, it doesn’t look beautiful.  We see chaos, 
tragedy and futility and as we look at the future, we have no idea what is to come – because God has hidden His 



plan from us.  Sure, sometimes after the fact, we can see how God has used something bad for good in our lives.  I 
can see how God used my mom’s alcoholism to develop some things in me, but there’s a lot I still don’t 
understand. And we certainly don’t know what the future holds.  So Solomon has makes three observations about 
the Planner and His plan. First, God is sovereign and appoints the times and events on the earth.  Second, God is 
good and makes all those events beautiful and appropriate as He works out His perfect plan.  Third, God has made 
us in His image with a sense of past and future and yet He hides much of His plan from us.  We want to know His 
plan.  We want to know what will happen and we want to know why it had to happen this way; and yet God hides 
His plan from us. Why?  Solomon explains the purpose of God’s plan in vs. 12-15.   
 
In the last four verses of this section, Solomon shares two conclusions he has arrived at in view of the plan and the 
planner; two times in which he says, “I know.”  Here’s what I’ve learned from contemplating God’s plan for our life. 
First, because God appoints the times of our lives, enjoy the moment.  Learn to live in the present, because God 
appointed this particular moment for your good. Eccl 3:12-13 “I know that there is nothing better for them than to 
rejoice and to do good in one's lifetime; moreover, that every man who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor--it 
is the gift of God.” Since we cannot know what will happen and since what will happen has already been 
appointed, Solomon says the best thing we can do is to enjoy the present and do as much good as we can.  Do 
good and enjoy the good things of life: our work, food and drink and friendships for this is God’s gift to us.  The day 
after our adventures in Napa as I waited at the Honda dealership to get a new tire installed, I thought about how 
quickly I became stressed and worried when I discovered that we were an hour from home with a nail in our tire; 
and how easily I lose my patience.  When things don’t go the way I want them to go, I quickly become impatient; 
whether it’s having to wait in line at Home Depot because the guy in line front of me at the cash register gets all 
his purchases rung up and then realizes he’s got the wrong size of pipe and has to run back into the store to find 
the right size while the rest of us in line wait; or because the traffic slows down when I’m in a hurry – and I’m 
always in a hurry – or when the chore I thought would take 10 minutes takes an hour; whenever things don’t go on 
my schedule, I get frustrated. And I find I spend a lot of my life frustrated because most things don’t go according 
to my schedule.  But Solomon says, God is in charge of my schedule.  He appoints the times and there is an 
appropriate time for everything under heaven. And so, if this is the way God wants me to spend my time today, 
rather than fighting Him, embrace the moment.  Accept God’s schedule instead of fighting it. Enjoy it because He is 
using it for His good purpose in my life.   The Home Depot scenario happened to me last weekend and as I began to 
see myself getting impatient with the fact that I was stuck in line behind a guy who couldn’t find what he wanted 
and didn’t mind spending the afternoon at Home Depot, I remembered that God appointed this particular time for 
me; that He was in control and that my job was to relax and to enjoy the moment rather than wish I was 
somewhere else doing something else.  And as I thought about God appointing this moment for me, I felt my 
impatience evaporate and I actually enjoyed waiting in line for that extra two minutes.  That’s really what 
impatience is; wishing we were somewhere else doing something else.  Impatience says, “I have better things to do 
than what I’m being forced to do right now!”  And God ask, “Really?  Who says?”  John Lennon said that life is what 
happens while you’re busy making other plans.  Think about some of the best times of your life and ask yourself, 
“Was I aware at that moment that one day I would look back on how great a day this was?”  I’m not.  I don’t enjoy 
the present.  I’m always preoccupied with what’s not going right or with what I would rather be doing or with what 
I need to do after this that I completely miss what I would look back on as a wonderful experience.  Solomon says 
that wisdom sees each moment as a gift coming from the hand of a loving God and embraces it, living in and 
enjoying the present moment rather than wishing I were somewhere else.  In fact, Solomon adds, the ability to 
enjoy the moment comes from God: “…moreover, that every man who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor--it 
is the gift of God.” God is the one who enables us to enjoy life.  He’s the source of joy and gives us the ability to 
enjoy the good things He has created for our happiness.  Even though we’re fallen and live in a fallen world, God 
still loves us and gives us the ability to enjoy His creation.  Rugby illus. But I don’t always enjoy the moment 
because often God’s plan is not the plan I would choose; which brings us to Solomon’s second conclusion about 
God and His plan: trust God.  
 
Eccl 3:14 I know that everything God does will remain forever; there is nothing to add to it and there is nothing to 
take from it.”  Here’s where we see the purpose of God’s plan; why He sets the times, where all this is going.   God 
is not some Divine puppeteer, controlling everything for His own amusement.  He has a plan and it is an eternal 
plan with eternal results.  What He plans lasts forever and no one can add or subtract anything from His plan.  He 



will accomplish all that He has purposed.  We know from Scripture the broad outline of God’s plan: rescuing a 
fallen race from eternal death to live in eternal joy as we enjoy His glory His love.  That’s the ultimate purpose of all 
that God does and where history is going; looking to the day when the crooked will be made straight, wrongs will 
be made right, evil will be completely defeated and death will be no more and everything that God appoints under 
the sun is accomplishing that purpose. That’s why Solomon continues “… for God has {so} worked (referring to 
everything God does) that men should fear Him.”  The purpose of God’s plan and everything He does, every season 
He sets, every event He appoints is that people will fear God – which is the OT way of saying people will trust Him, 
lean on Him, rely on Him rather than on ourselves.   God sets the times, controls the events and moves everything 
forward according to His plan so that all people will fear Him and be in awe of Him; so that all will trust Him and 
worship Him rather than ourselves or anything else that has been made because our purpose in life and our 
greatest need is to know our Creator.  Eccl 3:15 That which is (the present) has been already and that which will be 
(the future) has already been, for God seeks what has passed by.”  Solomon says that because God’s plan has this 
single purpose, there is continuity in His plan. The past, the present and the future look remarkably alike.  Empires 
rise and empires fall, people are born, grow, thrive and then become weak and die.  In spite of all our technological 
advances, people and life on this planet have not fundamentally changed since creation.   Solomon’s point is that 
God’s plan is a coherent whole because it is built around a single purpose; that people will fear Him.  God is after 
the same things today for people that He was after 3,000 years ago – because we have the same fundamental 
problem people had 3,000 years ago – we don’t take God seriously. 
 
Why do we think we are alone and in charge and forget about God?   Why is it that even if we do remember Him, 
we tend to approach Him casually and not as the God of the universe?  Isn’t it because we believe that we control 
our lives?  That’s why Solomon says that God hides His plan from us; why we don’t understand why things happen: 
why Solomon says that man cannot find out the work God has done from the beginning to the end; to remind us 
that this isn’t our plan.  Every time we’re surprised by life, it’s a reminder that we’re not in control and that the 
events of our lives have been appointed by God because God wants to deliver us from the disease of self-
dependence; the belief that we are all we need.  The word autonomous comes is made up of two words: auto 
meaning self and nomous meaning law.  Autonomy is self-law, ruling ourselves which is the biblical definition of 
sin.  Ever since Adam and Eve chose to not believe God but to do what they wanted we have been enslaved to our 
own self-rule.  We naturally trust ourselves more than we trust God.  Unbelief comes easy, belief is difficult.  It’s 
hard for us to take God seriously, to fear Him, honor Him, and to respond to Him.  That’s the disease every person 
is infected by and all the behavior the Bible defines as sinful are simply symptoms of that disease.  Life is an 
operating room and everything that happens under the sun is designed to free humans from our slavery to self-
rule – which means that random nail in my tire wasn’t random after all; but was intended to remind me of how 
self-willed and unbelieving I still am. The purpose of God’s plan is to teach us one lesson: trust Him; take Him 
seriously, depend on Him and do things His way, trusting that He makes everything beautiful in His time, that He 
works all things together for good for those who love Him and are called according to His purpose.  
 
Jesus was the perfect Human and what God designed each of us to be, and so He exemplified the faith Solomon 
describes in Eccl. 3. Jesus was always aware that God controlled His times. He began His ministry preaching, “The 
time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe the gospel.”  Now was the time God 
was offering the kingdom He had promised through the prophets of the OT.  John 2:4 And Jesus *said to her, 
"Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come." John 7:6 So Jesus *said to them, "My 
time is not yet here, but your time is always opportune. John 8:20 These words He spoke in the treasury, as He 
taught in the temple; and no one seized Him, because His hour had not yet come.” John 12:23 And Jesus 
*answered them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  John 12:27 ¶ "Now My soul has 
become troubled; and what shall I say, 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this purpose I came to this hour. 
John 17:1 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify 
Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, “  Jesus was convinced that His times were in God’s hands and that God 
would make everything beautiful in His time and would use everything that happened for His purpose.  Yet it was 
God’s plan for His Son to suffer more than any human has ever suffered and to experience all of God’s wrath 
toward all the sins committed from the beginning of time to the end and bearing the punishment we deserved.  
How could Jesus trust His Father’s plan then?  Hebrews 12: 1 says that Jesus endured the cross for the joy set 
before Him.  He believed that God would use His suffering for great good and for great joy; the joy of seeing 



millions upon millions of people once destined for hell, singing praises in the kingdom of God to the God who had 
rescued them from sin and from death.  The details of God’s plan weren’t what Jesus would have chosen.  That’s 
why He prayed, “If it is possible, let this cup pass from Me, but not what I will but what You will.”  Jesus trusted His 
Father because He knew His Father’s love.  And that’s why we can trust a plan which we can’t understand and 
which we wouldn’t choose; because we believe the gospel; that a holy God loved us so much that He sent His holy 
Son to die for an unholy people so that by the power of His Holy Spirit within us, we could live holy lives and enjoy 
Him forever in a holy place.  If God loves us so much that He would send His Son to die the most horrible death 
because it was the only way to save us and if Jesus loves us so much that He would embrace that horrible death, 
how can His plan for our life be anything but good? 
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