
Creekside Community Church: Authentic Christianity:  The First Letter of John 
“If I Love God, I’ll Love People” 1 John 4:19-5:3 
June 16, 2013 
John Bruce, Pastor   
 
 

If I Love God, I’ll Love People 
“We love because He first loved us.”  (1 John 4:19) 

 
 

How Do I Know If I love God?  (Three reasons my love for God is measured by my love for people) 
 
 
 

1. People give us a concrete opportunity to show that we love God.  
“If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.”  (1 John 4:20) 
 
 
 
2. God has commanded us to love one another.  
“And this is the commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother 
also.”  (1 John 4:21)  
 
 
 
3. We naturally love the members of our own family. 
“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the child born 
of Him.”  (1 John 5:1) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
How Do I Know If I Love People? 
“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.  For this is 
the love of God,  that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.”  (1 John 5:2-3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



For further thought and discussion:  
 
Getting Started 
1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?  
2.  Please read Matthew 5:40-48.  How does Jesus’ definition of love differ from the way many people 
define love today?  According to Jesus, why should we love people? 
 
Going Deeper 
3. Please read 1 John 4:19.  Think of someone you love.  How would you complete this sentence for 

them?  “I love you because….”  Why does John say we love?   If we believed that God is the reason to 
love others, how might our life change?   

4. In I John 4: 20-5:1, John gives us three reasons why it is impossible to love God but not to love people.  
a. What is John’s first reason for making my relationship with people the indicator of my actual 

relationship with God? (4:20) 
b. What is John’s second reason for making my relationship with people the indicator of my 

actual relationship with God? (4:21) 
c. What is John’s third reason for making my relationship with people the indicator of my 

actual relationship with God? (5:1) 
Which of the three do you find most convincing personally?  Why? 
5. In 1 John 5:2-3, John explains how we can know if we love God’s children.  Why is obedience the 

proof of our love for God?  The proof that we love people?  Why do we need God’s commands to love 
people?  In what ways does our culture’s definition of love vary with God’s definition of love?  How 
does the Bible help us to genuinely love people? 

6. Christians usually have two problems when it comes to obeying God; we don’t know how or we don’t 
want to.  How is God Himself the answer to both of these problems in the area of loving others? 

 
Application:  

What is one thing you learned from this week’s passages that you will apply to your life? 


