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How to Pray for Guidance 
Psalm 25:1-15 

 
When to Pray for Guidance 
“To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust, Do not let me be ashamed; Do not let my enemies exult 
over me. Indeed, none of those who wait for You will be ashamed; Those who deal treacherously without cause will 
be ashamed.”  (vs. 1-3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How to Pray for Guidance 
“Make me know Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the 
God of my salvation; for You I wait all the day.  Remember, O LORD, Your compassion and Your lovingkindnesses, 
for they have been from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to Your 
lovingkindness remember me, for Your goodness' sake, O LORD. (vs. 4-7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why to Pray for Guidance 
“Good and upright is the LORD; therefore He instructs sinners in the way. He leads the humble in justice, and He 
teaches the humble His way.  All the paths of the LORD are lovingkindness and truth to those who keep His 
covenant and His testimonies. For Your name's sake, O LORD, pardon my iniquity, for it is great. Who is the man 
who fears the LORD? He will instruct him in the way he should choose. His soul will abide in prosperity, and his 
descendants will inherit the land. The secret of the LORD is for those who fear Him, and He will make them know 
His covenant. My eyes are continually toward the LORD, for He will pluck my feet out of the net.”  (vs. 8-15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
For further thought and discussion: 
 
Getting Started 
 
1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?  
 
2.  How good are you at following directions? Would you prefer to have something explained or to figure it out 
yourself?  Why?  Why do you think so many Christians struggle with knowing God’s will today? 
 
Going Deeper 
 
3.  Please read Psalm 25:1-3.  What do these verses reveal about David’s present situation?  (compare vs. 11, and 
vs. 15-19)  What do these verses reveal about when we seek God’s guidance?  When should we seek God’s 
guidance? 
4.  Please read vs. 4-7.  How does David’s prayer for guidance compare with the way many people today pray for 
guidance?  Why do we need God to show us His paths before we can know our path?  Where do we find God’s 
ways, path and truth?  Please read 2 Tim. 3:16-17.  What does this verse tell us about finding God’s will?  How do 
we find God’s will in areas the Bible doesn’t speak about? 
5. Please read vs. 8-15.  What do these verses reveal about the character of God and why we should pray for 
guidance? 
6. In light of Psalm 25, how would you interpret James 1:5-8?  Where specifically do you need to seek God’s 
guidance? 
 
Application  
What is one lesson you will apply from this week’s discussion? How will you apply it? 
 
 


