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We’re back from vacation and I really appreciate Greg, Jim and Jeff preaching while I was on vacation the past 
three Sundays.  Laurie and I stayed home this summer to work on some home projects, the biggest of which was a 
new floor for Laurie’s sewing room.  Our upstairs room serves not only as her workshop but where she stores 
several miles of fabric; so it took us a week to clear out the room and paint it before we were ready for the floor; 
which I decided to install myself because my neighbor, Bill, assured me that any idiot could do and therefore I was 
imminently qualified. But Laurie – knowing her husband - insisted that I get Bill to help me; even though as a man I 
am genetically programmed to resist asking for help.  I was certain I could do the floor myself.  I discovered that it 
was a lot more complicated that I had thought and I was very grateful that Bill lives two doors away and works 
from home.  I did most of the work but he made the complicated cuts and fits so the floor turned out great.  The 
whole experience reminded me of how often I think I know what I’m doing even when I’ve never done it before 
and how fast things can go bad if I don’t have a guide; which brings us to our topic for this morning, How to Pray 
for Guidance.  As we continue looking at the prayer book of the Bible, the book of Psalms and Connecting to God 
through Honest Prayer, I want to spend some time in Psalm 25 which is a prayer for guidance, one of the most 
important prayers we can pray because the Bible promises that God will guide us if we ask Him.  But until we 
recognize how much we need God’s guidance and how He actually guides us, life will be a do it yourself project, 
which seldom ends well.  In Psalm 25, David shows us when to pray for guidance, how to pray for guidance and 
why to pray for guidance. 

Let’s see when David prays for God to guide him. “To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust, Do not 
let me be ashamed; Do not let my enemies exult over me. Indeed, none of those who wait for You will be ashamed; 
Those who deal treacherously without cause will be ashamed.”  (vs. 1-3) David’s troubles are driving him to God.  
Three times David talks about being ashamed.  The Hebrew word means embarrassed, confused and confounded.  
What seemed so right turns out to be so wrong.  That person we were so confident in stabs us in the back.  That 
commitment we took on turns out to be far bigger than we anticipated. The guy whose resume looked so good is a 
disaster. What our enemies hoped for has come to pass.  We’re embarrassed, defeated and ashamed.  What were 
we thinking? Look, David is just being realistic how vulnerable to shame and disappointment we all are. If I think 
that every decision I make is going to turn out wonderfully, I just haven’t lived long enough.  I haven’t seen how 
quickly things can go south in this life.  That’s why David prays for God’s guidance; because “none of those who 
wait for You will be ashamed; Those who deal treacherously without cause will be ashamed.”   How do we avoid 
those disasters?  David says wait on God.  What does he mean?  This is a prayer for guidance and waiting on God 
means bringing our decisions to Him and finding out what He wants us to do rather than ignoring God and doing 
what looks good to us.  Why does David call this waiting on God?  Because God often doesn’t give us the answer 
we want immediately. Following God’s guidance usually takes more time than acting on our own but the results 
are worth it. “None of those who wait for You will be ashamed; Those who deal treacherously without cause will be 
ashamed.”  “Deal treacherously” is a single Hebrew verb which means, “to act treacherously, deceitfully, 
faithlessly, to transgress or offend.”  According to David, if I’m not waiting on God, I’m dealing treacherously and 
that seems extreme.  What if I know what I want to do and do it without asking for God’s guidance?  That’s not 
being treacherous, is it?  We’ll come back to that question in a little bit. What I want you to see here is that David 
prays for guidance when he recognizes the high probability of shame and disaster; when he knows he’s in over his 
head and that he needs God’s guidance and protection. When was the last time you asked God to guide you in a 
specific decision? It’s probably when you didn’t know what to do, right? It may have involved moving or changing 
jobs or a big purchase or some other big commitment.  But if you’re like me, praying for guidance is more the 
exception than the rule.  It’s like installing that floor.  I didn’t know what I didn’t know.  I thought I could do it alone 
because all the ways of a man are right in his own eyes.  But like my floor, so many decisions I made without asking 



for God guidance have ended badly. Here’s my point.  When do we pray for guidance?  All the time; because every 
decision we make has the potential of blowing up or going bad and it is in the decisions where we assume we 
know what we need to do that most often come back to bite us.  How much do you want God’s guidance?  Do you 
want to know His plan for the programs you watch on TV?  For the way you spend your time and money?  For the 
way you treat your family and neighbors?  For what job you take, whom you marry or whether you marry, how you 
spend your leisure time, where to live, what to drive, how to drive, how much to eat, how to dress?  It is not until 
like David, we understand the impact the choices we make can have on us that we begin to seek God’s guidance.  
When do I pray for guidance?  Whenever I want to be protected and blessed because, “none of those who wait for 
You will be ashamed.”  

Next, David shows us how to pray for guidance.  He shows us what to pray for and how to pray it.  Let’s look at 
what David asks God for. “Make me know Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and 
teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; For You I wait all the day.” (vs. 4-5) David doesn’t pray for guidance 
the way some Christians pray.  He doesn’t ask for open and closed doors.  He doesn’t ask God to give him a feeling 
of peace or some kind of supernatural sign to show him the way he should choose.  David doesn’t ask God to show 
him his path, he asks God to show him God’s paths.  “Make me know Your ways, Your paths, Your truth.”  David 
knows the only way he will find his path is by finding God’s path.  David prays that God will teach him from His 
word; that God will lead him from the Scriptures because the Scriptures are the way God reveals His ways and 
paths and truth.  That’s why vs. 10 says, “All the paths of the LORD are lovingkindness and truth to those who keep 
His covenant and His testimonies.”  Where do I find the paths of the Lord?  In His covenant and His testimonies 
which is another name for the Law of God.  God has already revealed His will for how we live in the Bible and David 
is asking for God to lead him by the Scriptures.  When we looked at the first psalm and how to pray for success, we 
learned that there are two ways to live; our way and God’s way.  If we want to be blessed by God, we don’t walk in 
the counsel of the wicked or stand in the path of sinners or sit in the seat of scoffers but instead we delight in 
God’s law and meditate on it day and night – because it is in the Scriptures we learn God’s ways and paths. That’s 
why Paul writes in 2 Tim 3:16-17, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”  
Notice that God has given us everything we need to know in order to do good works through the Scriptures.  God’s 
will for our life isn’t hidden.  He guides us in the way we should go by teaching, reproving, correcting and training 
us from the Bible.  That’s what I think David is asking God to do in Psalm 25.  Even though God has already revealed 
His will for us in the Bible, we need Him to teach us how His will applies to the issues we face today.    
 
Realizing that God’s will for my life had already been revealed in the Scriptures was tremendously freeing for me; 
because for a long time, I was never sure if I was in His will.  Does He want me to drive a Honda or a Pontiac?  
Should I go away for the weekend or stay home?  Should we rent or buy? There are so many decisions that the 
Bible does not address directly and I never knew if I was doing what God wanted me to or not.  I looked for open 
doors or feelings or signs to guide me – which didn’t help at all.  But the more I read the Bible, the more I realized 
that no one is Scripture approached knowing God’s will like I did.  Jesus said, “If you love Me, you’ll keep my 
commandments.”  John wrote, “This is the love of God that we keep His commands and His commands are not 
burdensome.”  As we just read, Paul says that God has already given us everything we need to know in the 
Scriptures.  I finally realized that if I’m obeying the clear commands of God, I’m free to choose in the decisions 
where the Scriptures are silent and whatever I choose will be God’s will for me.  The fact is, we have a lot more 
choices today than people normally had when the Bible was written.  Most people then and now in many parts of 
the world, didn’t have a choice about where they would live, what they would do for a living or who they would 
marry.  Those choices were made for them.  That may be why when you read the great Christian authors from the 
past like Augustine, Luther and Calvin, they talk very little about knowing God will.  They assume His will has 
already been revealed in the Scriptures, either by command or by principle.  As long as I’m seeking to obey the 
commands and the principles of Scripture, I am walking in God’s path and He will direct my steps and get me any 
additional information I need to do His will.  Let’s say you’re praying about changing jobs.  How will God lead you 
through the Scriptures?  First, what commands or principles will shape your decision?  What are your non-
negotiables?  You know the Bible teaches that he who doesn’t provide for his family is worse than a non-believer, 
so taking care of my family is a non-negotiable.  The Bible commands me to love my wife and my children as well 



as to be an active participant in the local community of believers, so it has to be a job that doesn’t demand all of 
my time, even if that means I have to make some financial sacrifices.  The Bible commands me to work for the 
glory of God so it must be a job I could have a clear conscience in performing.  The Bible commands me to be a 
witness for Christ so it needs to be a job where I will have regular interaction with people and be able to build 
friendships.  As you ask God to guide you in the Scriptures regarding the decision, He will show you other 
considerations as well.  That’s who you will recognize the job God wants you to take when it appears.  Once you 
know you are walking in His path and in His ways, then you can trust open doors and circumstances as God guiding 
your steps.  But until you know the path you’re supposed to be on, you can’t know if an opportunity is from God or 
a trap to be avoided.  James 1:5 and the role of wisdom. 
 
So when David prays for guidance, he’s asking God to teach him from the Scriptures.  Notice also how David prays 
for guidance.  His confidence is not in himself but in God. “Remember, O LORD, Your compassion and Your 
lovingkindnesses, for they have been from of old.  Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
According to Your lovingkindness remember me, for Your goodness' sake, O LORD.” (vs. 6-7)  I’ve found that often 
when I pray for guidance, I’ll have this nagging doubt about whether God really will guide me.  I’ve failed to follow 
Him so many times and my heart asks, “Why should He lead me this time?”  How do I know that He’ll answer my 
prayer?  This is where David’s example is very helpful.  David knew he didn’t deserve God’s help and direction.  His 
confidence wasn’t in himself; it was in the unchanging character and love of God.  “Remember me and answer my 
prayer because You are always compassionate and loving; and not because I deserve Your help which I know I do 
not.”   David focuses on God’s goodness to him and not on his goodness towards God; on God’s faithfulness to him 
and not on his faithfulness to God.  That’s how we pray in faith – by remembering who God is rather than who we 
are or are not.   
 
 And this leads us into the third and largest part of David’s prayer for guidance; why pray for guidance?  The 
answer is, because of who God is.  He delights in our welfare and is therefore always ready to guide our steps 
whenever we ask.  If you struggle with believing that God will guide you or with whether you even want His 
guidance, memorize these verses.  “Good and upright is the LORD; therefore He instructs sinners in the way.” (vs. 8)  
Why can I be confident in God’s guidance?  He is good and upright, even though I am not.  Notice that sin doesn’t 
prevent us from being led by God.  David reminds us that because God is good, He leads sinners in the way. 
Nothing you have done can prevent you from being led by God – if you fulfill one condition.  What is that 
condition? Vs. 9, “He leads the humble in justice, and He teaches the humble His way.”  We don’t have to be sinless 
or have a perfect or even an average record of obedience to be led by God.  We just have to be humble.  In this 
context, humble means teachable.  It means that I distrust myself, that I recognize my need for God’s direction, 
that I’m not wise in my own eyes.  That means my prayer for guidance can’t be selective.  It can’t be, “I want to 
know Your will in this area – but not in this one.  I don’t know what to do here but don’t bother telling me what to 
do over here because I already know what I’m going to do.”  Humility is being teachable in every area of life and if 
I’m proud and resistant to God in one area, I have no guarantee of knowing God’s will in other areas.  So why 
would I want God’s guidance? Look at vs. 10. “All the paths of the LORD are lovingkindness and truth to those who 
keep His covenant and His testimonies.”  That’s why David asks God to teach him His paths; because God’s paths 
are always good paths, the best paths.  The promise here is that as we walk in God’s commandments, we 
experience His best in every area of our life.  It’s the same thing Psalm 1 promised, being blessed in all that we do.  
That’s why we pray for guidance; because we want God’s best and God’s best comes to those who walk in God’s 
paths. Vs.11 “For Your name's sake, O LORD, Pardon my iniquity, for it is great.”  Throughout this Psalm, David 
keeps returning to the fact that he’s a sinner in need of forgiveness and his confidence in God’s guidance isn’t 
based upon his worthiness but on God’s love and faithfulness. Vs. 12-13, “Who is the man who fears the LORD? He 
will instruct him in the way he should choose. His soul will abide in prosperity and his descendants will inherit the 
land.”  Why pray for guidance?  Because God promises to instruct us in the way we choose (literally, “the way 
chosen for him.”)  This is God’s will of direction, His personal plan for our life, the way He has chosen for us.  Those 
who fear Him which means those who take God seriously, who trust Him and wait for Him will be guided into the 
way God has chosen for them which David says is the key to getting the things we want in life; a prosperous soul 
and the blessing of our children.  Vs. 14, “The secret of the LORD is for those who fear Him, and He will make them 



know His covenant.” What’s the secret of the Lord?  It’s the part of God’s will for your life that is secret, that isn’t 
revealed in the Scriptures. Where He has chosen for you to live, to work, who to marry, and all those other major 
decisions about which the Scriptures are silent.  If I take God’s guidance in the Bible seriously, God will reveal 
everything else I need to know.   Why pray for guidance?  Because God’s guidance is the key to everything we want 
in life.  Parents, if your child asks you for advice, will you give it to them?  Sure, we give advice even when they 
don’t want it.  Why?  Because we love them and we want the best for them.  How much more will our Father in 
heaven guide His children when they ask?  That’s why David writes in vs. 15, “My eyes are continually toward the 
LORD, for He will pluck my feet out of the net.”  Why pray for guidance?  I want to experience God’s best in every 
area of my life and I want to avoid the traps of life.   
 
Here’s what I want you to see.  David says I’m continually looking to God because I constantly need His guidance. 
Guidance is the result of a close relationship with God, waiting on Him, trusting Him, listening to Him, looking to 
Him.  I think sometimes I want God’s guidance more than I want the guide.  But knowing God’s will isn’t like 
following a map, it’s like a sheep following the shepherd.  It’s like being lost in a strange town and asking a local for 
direction who says, “It’s too complicated to explain.  I’m going the same direction, I’ll ride with you and show you 
the way.”  You don’t need a map if you have a guide and that’s what God wants to be for us.  I remember years 
ago, struggling to know what God wanted me to do and to be honest, I don’t even remember what the decision 
was now but I remember praying, “Just show me, Lord, and I’ll do it.”  I happened to be reading the book of Joshua 
and I came to the end of chapter 5.  Joshua is looking at the Jericho, probably at a loss about how Israel will ever 
defeat such an impregnable fortress, when he is confronted by an armed man.  Joshua asks the man whose side 
he’s on, their side or our side?  The man says “No, rather I come as captain of the army of the Lord.”  He’s not a 
man at all and Joshua asks, “What has my lord to say to his servant?”  (probably thinking, “Great, now I find out 
the plan for defeating Jericho!”)  But the captain of the Lord’s armies says, “Remove your sandals from your feet 
for the place where you are standing is holy.”  And Joshua obeys.  I realized that Joshua thought the thing he 
needed most was to know God’s will for Jericho, but God says the thing Joshua needs most is to worship.  Our 
need for guidance simply reminds us of our need for God Himself and God doesn’t give us the whole plan at once 
to motivate us to keep seeking Him, spending time with Him and getting to know Him because we were created for 
a relationship with Him.  Why pray for guidance?  Because it is as we are guided by God, we really get to know Him 
more intimately. Long after we’ve forgotten the specific decisions we needed to make, we’ll be enjoying a closer 
walk with Him because of those decisions. 
 
Jesus was the greater David and exemplified David’s prayer for guidance.  He lived to do His Father’s will. He said, 
“My food is to do the will of Him who sent me.”  And “I do nothing on My own initiative but only what the Father 
gives Me to do.  I say nothing on My own initiative but only what the Father tells me to say.  I didn’t even come on 
My own initiative but the Father sent Me.” Jesus was the only man who did God’s will perfectly – even to the point 
of death on a cross, dying in our place so that we could live.  And when we put our faith in Him, God credits His 
death to us for the forgiveness of our sins and His perfect record of obedience to us as righteousness as a gift of 
His grace.  Christ comes into our lives and begins to make us like Himself.  In John 10:27-28, Jesus says, "My sheep 
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and 
no one will snatch them out of My hand.”  Are you one of His sheep?  If I believe I have a relationship with Jesus 
and yet have no interest in hearing His voice or following His guidance, I may not be one of His sheep at all.  I may 
have never been born again because I don’t have the same priorities as my Savior.   
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