
Creekside Community Church 
“Hero” Jesus in the Old Testament  
July 10, 2016 
John Bruce – Pastor 

Jesus in 1 and 2 Samuel 
The King Israel Needs 

 
This morning as we continue in our “Hero: Jesus in the Old Testament” series, we’re going to look at what the Old 
Testament books of 1 and 2 Samuel reveal about Jesus.  Jesus taught that the entire Bible is about Him; that He is 
the hero of the story of how God rescues His creation from sin and from death and restores it and us to what He 
originally created us to be; Jesus and the story of redemption are the theme which ties the whole Bible together 
and if we don’t see Jesus in whatever part of the Bible we happen to be reading, we’re not reading the Bible the 
way God intends for us to read it because the story of the Bible is the story of Jesus. As the story has unfolded 
we’ve seen more and more promises about a human being who will regain what Adam lost and restore people and 
the rest of God’s creation to what it was before Adam and Eve rebelled against God. And we’ve seen foreshadows 
of who Jesus will be and what He will accomplish in the various people and events in the Old Testament.  Last 
week, we looked at Joshua, Judges and Ruth and we learned that Savior and Redeemer which God promises will 
conquer Satan and restore Creation will not only be a descendant of Eve and Noah and Abraham and his family as 
Genesis teaches us, and the innocent Lamb of God which takes away the sin of the world as we learned in Exodus 
and Leviticus and the champion who does for us what we are unable to do for ourselves as we see in Numbers and 
Deuteronomy, He will also be a king from the tribe of Judah.  In Joshua, we saw a picture of that king as God 
grants His people victory over their enemies as long as they follow Joshua and in Judges we saw why God’s people 
need a king as we read about the 400 years between Joshua and David, the dark years of idolatry, slavery and 
barbarism because as Judges keeps repeating, “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.”  God’s people need a king to lead them in following God and living in His blessing.  The 
king Israel needs to bring them into a place of permanent rest and blessing doesn’t appear until Jesus, but we meet 
the closest thing to that king in 1 and 2 Samuel and the story of King David.  David was the king Israel needed just 
as Jesus is the king we need and this morning, I want to look at the familiar story of David and Goliath in 1 Samuel 
17 to see why.   This story is not only a great summary of 1 and 2 Samuel in that it shows so many ways that 
David is like Jesus, but it is a great picture of why Jesus is the king we need.  Last week we talked about why we 
need a king and we learned that if Christ isn’t our Lord, something or someone else will be our Lord; that real 
freedom is the result of following Jesus as King; not the result of doing whatever we want.  Just as Jesus is the 
hero of the Bible, He is also the hero of our story and the more we clearly we see Him, what He has done for us 
and what He is doing for us – and above all, how much He loves us, the more we will experience life as God intends 
for us to experience.  I’ve found that the more I forget about me and the more I focus on Him, the better my life 
becomes.  So this morning I want to look at three ways David foreshadows Jesus in 1 Samuel 17.  Like Jesus, 
David is God’s Choice, God’s Champion and God’s Conqueror.  
 
The first thing we learn about David and about Jesus in 1 Samuel 17 is that each is God’s choice to be the king who 
is to leads God’s people.  The book of 1 Samuel picks right up where the book of Judges closes.  Samuel is the 
last and greatest judge who leads God’s people for over 80 years.  However, as he gets older, the elders of Israel 
come to him and tell him they don’t want his sons to be their leaders after Samuel is gone.  Unlike their dad, 
Samuel’s boys are scoundrels and the elders don’t want them as their rulers.  Instead, they ask Samuel for a king.  
They’ve finally learned the lesson of Judges and the last 400 years; that Israel needs a king to prosper.  They want 
the right thing but they want it for the wrong reason.  They want a king over them instead of God; not a king who 
will live under God’s authority.  Their desire for a king is really a rejection of Samuel and of God’s leadership.  
For 400 years Israel has been a decentralized collection of tribes and city states ruled by judges, and victimized by 
the surrounding tribes and nations.  The elders tell Samuel, “The reason we’re so weak is because unlike other 
nations, we have no centralized government.  If we had a king, he’d get us organized.  He’d raise an army.  
He’d defend us.”  Of course the real reason the system of judges didn’t work had nothing to do with politics.  
Every war Israel lost was because of their weak relationship with God.  They didn’t need an army or a king or a 
centralized government to protect them.  God would protect them - if they stayed loyal to Him.  But when Israel 
turned to worship idols, they lost God’s protection.  So their demand for a king is a shortcut; a way they can be 



safe and still ignore God.   God knows Israel’s demand for a king really amounts to their rejection of Him but He 
gives His people what they asked for.  He calls Saul to be the first king of Israel and the people get the leader they 
want and the leader they deserve.  Saul’s only qualification to be king is that he looked the part; he was the best 
looking man in Israel and the tallest so he was the people’s choice.  Saul looked like a king, but he didn’t act like a 
king, because when God chooses a leader, he doesn’t look for someone people will follow, He looks for someone 
who will follow Him.  And time after time, Saul does what the people want him to do instead of what God wants 
him to do.  Finally, God demotes Saul.  The prophet Samuel who was God’s messenger to Saul tells him in 1 
Samuel 13:14, “But now your kingdom shall not endure. The Lord has sought out for Himself a man after His own 
heart, and the Lord has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not kept what the Lord 
commanded you." The next king will not be the people’s choice but instead, God’s choice. Samuel leaves Saul and 
from this point on Saul is on his own.  The Lord is no longer with him even though he will continue to reign over 
Israel for many years. Saul was the people’s choice.  Now God will make His choice and God chooses a man - 
unlike Saul - after God’s own heart; not a man whom the people will follow but a man who will follow God.  God 
sends Samuel to Bethlehem to the home of Jesse, the grandson of Boaz and Ruth; and tells Samuel that He has 
selected Israel’s next king from among Jesse’s sons.   Samuel invites Jesse and his sons to a feast and as the 
oldest son arrives, Samuel thinks, “He must be the one God has chosen.”  But look at 1 Samuel 16:7   But the 
Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 
God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."   And this 
begins a theme which extends through the life of David and Jesus: the king God chooses will be unrecognized and 
even rejected by the people.  Saul was chosen because he was exactly what the people were looking for.  The 
king God chooses will initially be rejected by most because he will not be chosen on the basis of his appearance but 
because of his heart.  As each of Jesse’s sons arrives at the feast, God tells Samuel, “He isn’t the one, nor him, nor 
him.”  Finally Samuel asks, “Are these all your boys?”  Jesse says, “All but the youngest.  He’s out with the 
sheep.”  Samuel says, “Go get him.  We can’t start dinner until he’s here.”  Jesse sends a servant to bring in his 
youngest and when he enters, God says to Samuel, “Anoint him because he’s my choice to be king.”  Of course, 
the youngest son of Jesse is David, who becomes Israel’s most famous king, who at this point is only a shepherd 
boy and certainly doesn’t look like a king, yet it is David whom God tells Samuel to anoint as king.  And this theme 
of chosen by God but rejected by men runs throughout the story of David and then of Jesus who relieves the story 
of David – which brings us to the story we’re going to look at this morning; the familiar story of David and Goliath.   
 
Ever since Joshua died some 400 years earlier, Israel has been at war with the nations of Canaan which they failed 
to defeat because of their unbelief and disobedience to God and chapter 17 of 1 Samuel begins with another 
Philistine invasion which occurs 14 miles west of Bethlehem at a place called Socoh.  The Philistine army occupies 
the hills to the west and Saul and the Hebrew army occupies the hills to the east, with the valley of Elah - running 
north and south – separating them.  However, even though the armies are ready for battle, neither side is 
preparing to attack.  In the ancient world, it was customary for battles to be settled by individual combat.  Each 
army would select its champion and those two champions would battle to determine the will of the gods.  
Sending one guy out to fight was not as costly as sending your entire army, but you’d better pick the right guy or 
else you could lose the war.  As the Philistines and the Israelis do a stare down across the valley, the Philistines 
send out their champion; a Philistine 9 feet tall which archaeologists have discovered was not unusual for warriors 
in this part of the world. Egyptian literature of the same period describes fierce Canaanite warriors 7-9 feet tall, 
and archaeologists have discovered a couple of female skeletons in this region at least seven feet tall.  Of course, 
this is Goliath and as he stands in front of the Philistine army, he challenges the Hebrews to send out their 
champion.  “If he defeats me, we will be your servants but if I defeat him, you will be our servants.”  It’s a 
winner take all, grudge match of the century type of thing.  The problem is, Israel has no champion who will face 
Goliath. When the Hebrews see this guy, they all turn pale and begin to shake and they all say,  “I’m not going out 
there, somebody else can go.”  Now remember why the Israelis wanted a king in the first place; they wanted 
somebody to lead their army to victory; somebody to be their champion.  And at this point, Saul should have 
stepped up.  He wasn’t 9 feet tall but he was Israel’s biggest warrior.  But Saul is just as scared as everybody else.  
He’s not going to put himself on the line.  So at this point we’ve got a stalemate: two armies waiting to see what 
the other will do.   The Philistines don’t want to go to battle because they’ve got a sure winner in Goliath.  But 
nobody from Israel’s camp is willing to face him.  Every day for the next 40 days, the two armies gather each 
morning on each side of the valley to face each other, yelling insults and making obscene gestures and acting bad. 



Then Goliath comes out to make his challenge again and again, there’s no response from the Hebrews and then 
everybody goes back to their tent in time to catch Judge Judy.  Just as Israel’s faith in God was tested for 40 years 
in the wilderness, Israel’s faith in God is tested again for 40 days at the valley of Elah and once again, they fail the 
test.  They need a king who will lead them in trusting God and it certainly isn’t going to be Saul.  Now David is 
the youngest of 8 boys and his three oldest brothers have gone to war with Saul.   So his dad, Jesse sends young 
David to the Hebrew camp to bring his brothers food and to find out why there hasn’t been any news of a battle 
and then to report back to those at home.  David arrives just in time to see Israel’s army marching out to shout 
insults at the Philistines who are standing on the other side, so David runs to the battle line to see his brothers.  
And as soon as he finds them, everybody in line suddenly becomes quiet’ and David sees the biggest man he’s ever 
seen in lumbering toward them with his daily challenge.  And all the men of Israel immediately run back to their 
camp.  They’re not afraid of the Philistines. They are afraid of Goliath. “Have you seen this guy?  He continues to 
defy Israel and nobody from our side will do anything about it.”  But David’s reaction is different than anyone 
else’s.  He asks Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?"  That’s a 
different take on the situation and we begin to see why God chose David to be Israel’s king.  David is far more 
concerned about God’s honor than about his own survival.  David’s older brother, Eliab, hears David and he gets 
mad.  “What are you doing here?  Who is taking care of that little handful of sheep you watch.  I know why 
you’re here – you just want to watch the battle.”  Just like Samuel, David’s brother doesn’t recognize him as 
God’s chosen champion, savior and king – he just sees a little brother who’s always in the way.  And when Saul 
hears that David wants to fight Goliath, Saul doesn’t recognize God’s savior either.  He can only see a kid.  “You 
are not able to against this Philistine to fight with him, for you are but a youth while he has been a warrior from his 
youth.”  (1 Sam 17:33)  And Goliath certainly doesn’t see David as anyone to take seriously.  When David meets 
him in individual combat, Goliath is incensed that Israel would send a kid out to fight with him.  So the first thing 
we see about David is that he is the king chosen by God but rejected by men.  He just doesn’t look like the Savior 
and King Israel needs. 
 
And neither did Jesus.  Jesus was called the Son of David and as the greater David – in many ways, relives the life 
of David.  Like David, Jesus was born in Bethlehem and the story of His adult life begins like David’s as He also is 
chosen by God because of his heart even though he is unrecognized and even rejected by men.  John the Baptist, 
the final Old Testament prophet, appears at the Jordan River, preaching the coming of the kingdom of God and 
Jesus comes to also be baptized by John and to identify Himself with those preparing for the kingdom.  As John 
baptizes Jesus, just as God revealed to Samuel that David was His chosen king, so God now reveals to John that 
Jesus is His chosen king.  As Jesus comes up out of the water, John sees the heavens open and the Spirit of God 
coming down like a dove and resting on Jesus and hears the voice of God saying, “This is My Son, the Beloved, in 
whom I am well-pleased.” (Matt. 3:17)  By the way, David means Beloved which is the same title God gives Jesus 
as He begins his ministry.  Jesus is chosen because His heart pleases His Father just as David was chosen because 
of his heart for God.  And just as David was unrecognized and rejected as God’s savior, so Jesus was chosen by 
God but rejected by men.  John writes in John 1:11 “He came to His own and those who were His own did not 
receive Him.”  Which is exactly what Isaiah writes will happen to the Messiah in Isaiah 52:2-3, "For He grew up 
before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty that we 
should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. He was despised and forsaken of men, a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we 
did not esteem Him."   And just as David is king but doesn’t begin to reign as king until 2 Samuel but lives as an 
outlaw pursued by a jealous Saul for most of 1 Samuel, so Jesus is rejected by Israel as their king and lives now in 
exile in heaven, unrecognized by most people as the coming king and ruler of the world. And just as when David 
lived as king in exile in the wilderness, it was the poor, the despised, the distressed and the outcasts who joined 
themselves to him, so as Paul says in 1 Corinthians, those who join themselves today to Jesus, the king in exile are 
not usually the powerful of the world but the weak or the honored of the world but the despised or the great of 
the world but the ordinary.  I mean, just look at us.  The first way Jesus is like David is that both were chosen by 
God but rejected by men.  Neither was what people expected a king and a savior should look like.  
 
Now living as a Christian is not simply obeying a bunch of rules: it is living by faith in Jesus. So how should the fact 
that we follow a king who was chosen by God but rejected by men; and a king presently living in exile affect the 
way we live and think?  Both David and Jesus honored God instead of worrying about what people thought and 



God honored them both as a result.  Most of my life, I’ve sought people’s approval and feared their disapproval – 
just like Saul.  But if I believe the gospel, that I follow a Savior who endured ill treatment on earth but who will 
reign forever over the earth; and who was despised by men but given the name which is above all names by God; if 
I believe in a Savior who wins in the end just like David wins in the end; I will seek God’s honor rather than my own.  
I will follow my unrecognized outlaw king in the wilderness of 1 Samuel knowing that the time of His coronation is 
certain in 2 Samuel. I will not look for recognition or approval now but instead wait until I stand before Him, 
knowing that God is the only One whose approval means anything.  And to know that any time I fail to act when I 
know the right thing to do or to speak up when I know the right thing to say, because of the fear of what people 
might think or do, I am not following my Savior nor do I believe that that sharing His reproach is more precious 
than all the treasures of this world; because God has chosen Jesus to rule the world.   
 
Here is another way David foreshadows Jesus.  Both are God’s champion.  When Goliath issues his daily 
challenge, David’s reaction is far different than the rest of the Hebrews.  While they are shaking in their boots, 
David is furious.  Look at 1 Samuel 17:26.”Then David spoke to the men who were standing by him, saying, "What 
will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?”  When everybody else can think of 
nothing but saving their own skin, David thinks only of God’s honor.  For the first time since Goliath shows up, 
somebody in Israel is angry. And when word gets back to Saul that somebody wants to fight Goliath, he 
immediately sends for David.  “We may finally have found us a champion.  And best of all, it won’t be me.”  But 
when Saul sees David, he’s crushed again.  David is just a kid.  “David said to Saul, "Let no man's heart fail on 
account of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine." (17:32)  Saul tries to talk David out of fighting 
Goliath.  “I appreciate your enthusiasm, son, but you can’t fight that guy.  He’s been a warrior since he was your 
age and he is a lot more experienced than you are – and a lot bigger.”  But David won’t back down. “I’ve killed 
lions and bears to protect my flock and the Lord who saved me from them will save me from this Philistine since he 
has taunted the armies of the living God.” Even though Saul isn’t exactly an example of faith, he knows that only 
God can defeat Goliath and so he says to David, “Go and may the Lord be with you. You are our only option.”   
Saul tries to make David wear his armor and use his sword but David declines and chooses the normal weapon of a 
shepherd, his sling, picks up five smooth stones and trots out to meet Goliath in the middle of the valley. “Then 
David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of 
the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted.  This day the Lord will deliver you up 
into my hands, and I will strike you down and remove your head from you. And I will give the dead bodies of the 
army of the Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know 
that there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly may know that the Lord does not deliver by sword or by 
spear; for the battle is the Lord's and He will give you into our hands."  (17:45-47) No matter how big Goliath was, 
David knew God was bigger and David wanted the whole earth to know how great God really is.   And so David 
becomes Israel’s champion by being God’s champion.  Israel’s future hinges on what happens to David.  If he 
wins, they win.  If he loses, they lose.  And in becoming God’s champion, David foreshadows how Jesus becomes 
our champion.  The Biblical idea of salvation is based on the idea of a champion; of one representing the many.  
Just as Israel faced a giant they could not defeat, so we face a giant we cannot defeat; the giant of sin and death. 
We cannot free ourselves from sin and we cannot escape death.  But just like David defeats Goliath in Israel’s 
behalf, Christ defeats our giant for us.  He lives the life we failed to live, perfectly trusting and obeying His Father 
and God credits His righteousness to all who put their faith in Him.  He dies the death we deserve to die, bearing 
the guilt and the punishment for our sins on the cross so that God can pardon all who put their faith in Him. That’s 
the idea of a champion; one who represents all – one who does for all what they cannot do for themselves.  Paul 
writes in Romans 5:19 “For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, (when Adam 
sinned, his sin was attributed to all of his descendants) even so through the obedience of the One (Jesus) the many 
will be made righteous.  Just as our first champion’s failure became our failure, so our second Champion’s success 
became our success. That’s why Paul writes in  2 Cor 5:14 “For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, 
that one died for all, therefore all died;”  When Christ died for our sins, we all died for our sins.  That’s the idea 
of a champion.  God saves us by sending a champion who represents us and does for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves; defeating the enemy we could never have defeated on our own.  And like David, Christ becomes our 
champion for the glory of God because it is in Jesus and especially at the cross where we most clearly see God’s 
perfect love and His perfect justice.  And like David, Jesus even uses improbable weapons, using death itself to 



defeat death as He dies and rises again in our behalf so that we will never die.  Now again, if the Christian lives by 
faith in Christ, how should the fact that Jesus is my champion affect the way I live and think? I’ll take what Him and 
what He has done for me a lot more seriously than I take myself.  I’ll boast in Him rather than in myself, or my 
family, my wife and children or my education or accomplishments, abilities, talents, or looks – even though that 
one hasn’t been an issue for years. Nothing I am or accomplish can be compared with what Christ has 
accomplished for him.  I am accepted by God, approved of by God and pleasing to God not because of what I do 
but because of what He’s done.  My identity and confidence and greatest claim to fame is that Jesus is my 
champion because Jesus’ victory has become my victory.  If I think I’m better than others or worse than others, if 
I need to be constantly reassured that I’m ok, that I’m doing fine, or if I feel good about myself today because of 
anything that I can lose one day, then I haven’t really believed that Jesus is my champion and that my identity is 
that I belong to Him and as a result of what He has done, I am righteous and favored and blessed by God.  If I 
boast in anything besides Christ, I don’t yet get what my Champion has done for me. 
 
Here’s a third way David foreshadows Jesus.  Both David and Jesus are God’s conqueror.  Look at what happens 
after David kills Goliath.  “Thus David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and he struck the 
Philistine and killed him; but there was no sword in David's hand. Then David ran and stood over the Philistine and 
took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines saw 
that their champion was dead, they fled. The men of Israel and Judah arose and shouted and pursued the Philistines 
as far as the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the slain Philistines lay along the way to Shaaraim, even to Gath 
and Ekron.”  (1 Sam. 17:50-52)  Once the Philistines’ champion is killed, they are defeated and they know it.  
David’s victory over Goliath becomes Israel’s victory over the Philistines – a far more powerful and technologically 
advanced culture than their own since the Philistines had iron weapons.  Four hundred years before, the 
Philistines were the largest nation left undefeated by Joshua and they have been a major thorn in Israel’s side ever 
since.  But according to 2 Samuel 8, not only does David eventually defeat the Philistines, he defeats all of Israel’s 
enemies because as 2 Samuel 8 keeps repeating, the Lord helped David wherever he went. After 400 years of 
conflict, David finally brings peace and rest to the land because God enables him to defeat all of Israel’s enemies.  
And in this way, David foreshadows Jesus who conquers all of our enemies.  Paul writes in 1 Cor. 15:57 “…but 
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” over sin and death God gave Israel the 
victory over the Philistines through David and He gives us the victory of sin and death through Jesus.  That’s why 
Jesus says in John 16:33, "These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you 
have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world." Notice, we are still in the battle just like Israel still 
had to defeat the Philistines.  But victory is assured by His victory.  As Romans 8:1-2 says, “There is therefore 
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free from the 
law of sin and of death.”  Just as Israel’s victory over the Philistines depended upon David’s victory over Goliath, 
so our victory over sin and death depends upon Jesus’ victory over them.  We can conquer because He has 
conquered.  However, our temptation will always be to look to Saul instead of to David; to depend upon the 
savior we choose rather than the Savior God has chosen.  As long as we depend upon human solutions, human 
answers, human experts, or our best ideas; we will remain the slaves of the sin which lives within us.  Jesus 
cannot give me victory until He is victorious over me.  For me to share in His conquest, He must firt be my 
conqueror.  My victory depends upon His victory over me. This means that we do not have marriage problem or 
parenting problems or social problems or racial problems or economic problems or church problems; we only have 
discipleship problems.  Every problem is a result of not following Jesus because He alone can conquer the things I 
cannot.  I don’t know what to do but He does.  I don’t have the strength but He does.  I am biased, He is just.  
I am afraid, He is courageous.  I am selfish, He is selfless.   I am foolish, He is wise.   I am bitter, He is forgiving.  
I give, He does not.  And I find that the more I submit myself to Him, the freer I become.  For me to conquer, I 
must first be conquered.  
When Saul dies, David does not become king until all the tribes of Israel come to him and ask him to be their king.  
Even though He is chosen by God to be king, he waits until Israel wants him to be their king.  Jesus treats us the 
same way.  He is God’s chosen king but we must choose Him to be our king.  
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