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Well, this has been a week of mourning in Dub Nation. In a stunning turn of events, the 
Cleveland Cavaliers beat our beloved Warriors. The kingdom of darkness defeated the kingdom 
of light. Over the past few days, I’ve been reflecting on the Warriors’ incredible  
season. And here’s what struck me. People often say that the Bay Area is pluralistic, and diverse. 
It’s individualistic. And yet, you wouldn’t have known it over the past two months. Every other 
kid had a Steph Curry jersey on. Every other car had a Warriors’ flag. People from every tribe, 
tongue and people became citizens of Dub Nation. We followed one leader; Steph – our holy 
and righteous champion. And we had one hope, the NBA championship; that was our 
“Promised Land.” And somehow, the team’s victory would be our victory. Isn’t it funny how we 
talk about the home team? When they win, what do people say? “We did it! We won!” Which is 
hilarious, because we didn’t do anything! I wasn’t even a towel boy. I boosted cable ratings; 
that was my only contribution. And yet, there’s this shared sense that the players play for us. 
We benefit from their victory. And, we suffer from their defeat.  

And sadly, our team failed us. Now the loss would’ve been painful enough if no one 
expected us to win. But this was “our year,” right? Things couldn’t have started better; the 24-0 
record to begin the season. 73 regular season wins; the first unanimous MVP; the 3-1 lead in 
the NBA finals. But when Draymond got suspended (unjustly, I might add); and when Bogut got 
injured; we faltered. And when we needed him most, our champion failed us. Steph 
underperformed. He stopped making shots. And, he lost his composure. His anger got the best 
of him. And in our moment of testing, we failed. We didn’t pass the test. And now, many, many 
people in our community are devastated.   

But why? Why do people identify…why do I identify so strongly with a bunch of 
men…throwing a ball…into a hoop? Why do sports have such a profound impact on culture? I 
think our cultural obsession with sports points to a deeper longing; humans want a champion. 
We want someone to fight a battle that is bigger than us; and, to achieve victory on our behalf. 
Now, that person may be an athlete; or she may a political figure; or a social revolutionary. But 
in any case, that person represents us. And their cause is ours. But so often our champion fails 
us in the heat of the battle. The politician can’t deliver on his campaign promises. The social 
revolutionary compromises her values, and becomes part of the “status quo.” The sports hero 
can’t make the pivotal shot. And we suffer defeat.  

We’re currently in a new series entitled: “Hero: Jesus in the Old Testament.” Jesus 
taught that the whole Bible is about Him. He is the hero of the great story of how God rescues 
His creation from evil and from death. He is the theme which ties the whole Bible together. So 
if we fail to see Jesus and his story of redemption in the Scriptures, we’re not reading the Bible 
as God intended for it to be read. And so we’re trying to read the Bible like Jesus did; as a 
seamless story about him.  
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Thus far, we’ve learned that Jesus is the seed of the woman; the descendent of Eve, 
who will defeat Satan – God’s great adversary – and reverse the effects of sin. We’ve also 
learned that Jesus is the Lamb of God. He’s perfect sacrifice, who takes our death so we don’t 
have to die. Today we’re looking at the Old Testament books of Numbers and Deuteronomy. 
And we’ll see that Jesus is our champion in the wilderness. He wins the battle we can’t win; the 
battle with sin and temptation. And he wins it in our place, and for our benefit. Today we’re 
going to look at three tests of faith. And each test takes place in the wilderness; in a place of 
dryness, and danger; the place we’re tempted to give in and give up. We’re going to look at 
Israel’s test of faith. Then, at Jesus’ test of faith. And finally, at our test of faith. So let’s begin by 
looking at Israel’s test.    

1. Israel’s Test in the Wilderness: So let’s begin by looking at Israel’s test.  Last week,  
we looked at the story of the Exodus. God’s people are enslaved in Egypt. They cry out to God 
for help. In response, God raises up a deliverer named Moses. Moses goes to Pharaoh, the ruler 
of Egypt, and says, “Thus says the Lord, let my people go.” But Pharaoh says, “no.” So God 
strikes Egypt with plagues. Pharaoh refuses to let the Israelites go. The plagues get more severe. 
Yet Pharaoh is unwilling to emancipate God’s people. Finally, God kills every firstborn son in the 
nation of Egypt. And that gets Pharaoh’s attention. So he finally relents, and basically says, “get 
outta here!” The Israelites leave. But then, Pharaoh changes his mind. He sends his armies after 
the Israelites. The Israelites cry out to God for help. And, once again, God delivers his people. 
He parts the Red Sea, so his people can walk through it. The Egyptians try to pursue. But God 
sends the waters crashing down on them. And by God’s power and grace, Israel is delivered.  

God saves Israel. And then, he gives her a new identity. In Exodus 19, he says, “…if you 
will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among 
all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine;  6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.” (vv. 5-6) God makes Israel a kingdom of priests. A priest is a representative. God is 
saying, “Israel, I want you to represent me to the world.” And he reconstitutes Israel as a nation. 
At Mount Sinai, God gives his nation laws, to govern it. And he gives Israel his presence, to 
guide it. God leads Israel as a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night. And if Israel 
obeys God’s law, they’ll be a light to the world. People will be drawn to God through Israel. And 
through this nation, God will make himself known, defeat evil, and bless the world. 

And this signals a new development in his redemptive plan. In Genesis 3, we learn that 
God will defeat Satan through the “seed of the woman”; through a descendent of Eve. In 
Genesis 12, we learn that this descendent will come from Abraham’s family. And now, God 
reconstitutes Abraham’s family as a nation. So the seed of the woman – the one who will crush 
Satan – will come from Israel. God will use this nation to redeem creation from the curse of sin 
and death. So at the Exodus, a nation is born.   

But now, this nation must learn how to walk. The Israelites must learn how to  
trust God, and obey him; so they can accomplish his mission. God takes his people into  
the wilderness. And Moses tells the Israelites that God did this, “that he might humble you, 
testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or 
not.” (Deuteronomy 8:2). God takes his people into the desert. They have no food; no water; 
and no protection. And they know where they’re going. But, they have no idea how to get there. 
They are completely dependent on God for everything. And God does this to see if Israel will 
trust him; if they’ll rely on him for provision, and direction.  
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And I think many people struggle with this idea; that God would “test” his people; that 
he’d place them in an environment where they’d encounter hardship; where they’d be tempted 
to disobey. People often ask, “why did God put the tree in the garden?” right? “Why did he give 
Adam and Eve the chance to disobey?” Similarly, we may ask, “why did God take Israel into the 
wilderness?” Well, I don’t have time to provide an adequate response to that question (sorry to 
disappoint you). But here’s one thing I know from experience; as humans, we only mature 
through testing. That’s the point of tests, isn’t it? To see if we really understand the material. 
Tests force us to grow. 

I would’ve never learned biblical Greek unless I knew that Professor Kwak was going to 
grill me on irregular case endings. And that’s why I learned all of those irregular case endings…3 
hours before I took my Greek final. 

Why did you take a driver’s test? To prove that you knew how to operate your deadly 
car, right? And that test forced you to learn how to drive. And so you studied. You practiced. 
And then, you took that test. And it’s the one time in life where you actually obey all the traffic 
laws, right?  

Why do we work out? To test our bodies. Look, I can watch Cross-Fit videos, and Nike 
commercials all day long. And I can get really inspired. But if that inspiration doesn’t get me off 
the couch, it hasn’t accomplished anything. At some point, I have to get up, and make myself 
miserable. I have to introduce my body to pain, and resistance. And then I have a choice; I can 
press through, or I can give up. And if I make the choice to press through, I get tougher. I get fit. 
And I grow.  

Right now, many parenting gurus are telling parents to stop praising their kids. And 
here’s why. If you constantly tell your kids, “honey, you are a snowflake; you’re better at 
everything than any kid ever!” they might believe you! And then, they’ll be in for a rude 
awakening, right? When they face difficulty, they’ll be immobilized. They won’t know how to 
respond, because they haven’t been taught how to grow; how to face difficulty and overcome it. 
Kids need tests; they need to know that there’s still “room to grow.” Otherwise, they’ll assume 
that they’ve already arrived. And they won’t be able to cope with challenges.  

We mature through trials, and tests. And God takes his infant nation into the wilderness 
in order to bring it to maturity. Moses says that God was disciplining Israel, “as a man 
disciplines his son.” (Deuteronomy 8:5) But tragically, Israel refuses to grow up. They rebel 
against God. They complain.1 They grow impatient.2 They refuse to enter the land God had 
promised them; because they’re afraid of the inhabitants.3 They engage in sexual immorality.4 
They worship false gods.5 And they do all this, Scripture says, because they don’t trust God. In 
Numbers 14, God says, "How long will this people spurn Me? And how long will they not believe 
in Me, despite all the signs which I have performed in their midst.” (v. 11) Israel’s root problem 
is unbelief. They refuse to believe that God is good. They don’t think he will provide for them, 
or lead them, or protect them from their enemies. And as a consequence of Israel’s unbelief, 
God prolongs their time in the wilderness. The nation ultimately wanders in the desert for 40 
years. And God prohibits an entire generation from entering the Promised Land. Everyone who 
witnessed the Exodus – who saw God deliver Israel from Egypt – is prohibited from entering. 
And even Moses – Israel’s fearless leader – is unable to enter. In Numbers 20, he too distrusts 
God. And God allows him to see the Promised Land, but not to enter it. So an entire generation 
distrusts God, with exception of two men; Caleb and Joshua. They alone are faithful. And 
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they’re allowed to enter the land, along with the children of the Exodus generation. Israel has 
such a promising beginning; 24-0, 73 wins. But in the wilderness, everything goes wrong. God’s 
people fail the test. And that’s the book of Numbers in a nutshell. It’s a real pick-me-up. 
Seriously, if you want some inspirational reading in the morning, go read Numbers. God forms a 
nation; a nation called to advance his kingdom. But the nation won’t submit to their king. 
They’re supposed to be the solution. But ultimately, they’re just part of the problem.  

So God begins again with the children of the Exodus generation. And that’s what 
Deuteronomy is all about. It’s about God renewing his commitment to Israel, and Israel 
renewing their commitment to God. Moses preaches his final sermon; and it’s a real doozy; it’s 
over 30 chapters long. And he tells a new generation of Israelites about what God did at the 
Exodus; how he formed his nation. And he implores the Israelites, “don’t be like your parents! 
Remember God’s mighty acts. Trust him. Keep his commandments.” If Israel does this, they’ll be 
blessed. And God will use them to undo the curse of sin, and bless the world. But if they don’t, 
they’ll be cursed. 

And Moses also prophecies that God will raise up a new leader for his people. In 
Deuteronomy 18, he says, "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him.” (v. 15) He goes on to say, “I will 
raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19 'It shall come about that whoever will not 
listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him.” (vv. 18-19) 
Moses says that a prophet like him will arise. And he’ll be God’s mouthpiece. He will speak with 
God’s authority. And the people must follow him. 

God continues to be faithful to his people. But ultimately, God’s people don’t 
reciprocate. The new generation listens to Moses for a time. But eventually, Israel forgets her 
God. And in a sense, they continue to stay in the wilderness, even after they’ve entered the 
Promised Land. They continue to wander. And by the time we reach the end of the Old 
Testament, we’re still waiting; waiting for Israel to trust God; to fulfill her calling, and to be 
God’s light to the nations. And we’re still waiting for that prophet, “like Moses.” At the end of 
Deuteronomy 34, we read this, “Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom 
the LORD knew face to face.” (v. 10) Now, it’s clear that Moses wrote Deuteronomy. But these 
words are written after his death. So presumably, Moses didn’t pen these words from the grave. 
Rather, someone appended them to the book at a later date. And it’s evident that this editor 
writes long after Moses’ death. A few verses prior to this, he says, “to this day, no one knows 
where [Moses’] grave is.” (v. 6) The location of Moses’ grave has long been forgotten. And this 
writer has witnessed a long succession of prophets in Israel. And yet, he says, “none of these 
prophets was like Moses.” So why would an editor add this note? What’s his point? Here’s what 
he’s saying, “We are still waiting for that prophet; the one like Moses. He hasn’t come yet.” 
Years later, Israel is still hoping for a prophet like Moses, to lead them.1  

2. Jesus’ Test in the Wilderness: And this hope is ultimately fulfilled in Jesus. Jesus is  
the new and greater Moses; the prophet Israel was waiting for; who actually listens to God and  

                                                           
1 Information taking from John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative: A Biblical-Theological Commentary 

(LBI: Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992); 478-479.  
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speaks on his behalf. And Jesus is also the obedient Israelite, who trusts in God, and succeeds 
where Israel failed. And all of this becomes apparent in Matthew’s gospel. 

Mark Twain supposedly said that, “history doesn’t repeat itself, but it does rhyme.” And 
the biblical writers would agree. In Scripture, God doesn’t keep doing the exact same thing. 
He’s always doing a new thing. And yet, there’s a rhythm and a rhyme to his redemptive activity; 
there are patterns we can discern. And Matthew sees a pattern between the life of Jesus, and 
the history of Israel.  

Just look at all the parallels Matthew draws between Israel and Jesus.6 Like Moses, Jesus’ 
life is endangered by an evil ruler. In Exodus 1, Pharaoh feels threatened by the size of 
Abraham’s family. So he commands his soldiers to kill every newborn Hebrew boy. In Matthew 
2, King Herod feels threatened by Jesus’ birth. The people believe that Jesus is a king. Thus he’s 
a potential rival to Herod’s crown. So Herod commands his soldiers to kill every son in 
Bethlehem, two years old or younger. In Exodus 2, Moses’ mother hides her son in a basket, 
and places him in the Nile River. In Matthew 2, an angel warns Mary and Joseph of Herod’s 
assassination plot, and tells them to flee to Egypt. So both Moses and Jesus hide in Egypt from 
evil rulers.  

In Exodus 4:23, God calls Israel his son. Similarly, in Matthew 2 and 3, Jesus is referred to 
as God’s son. In Hosea 11:1, God says, “out of Egypt I called my son [Israel].” But Matthew 
applies Hosea’s words to Jesus (2:23). God calls his son, “Israel,” out from Egypt. And he calls 
his Son “Jesus” from the same place.  

When the Israelites leave Israel, they travel through the waters of the Red Sea. And 
they’re led by Moses. Moses parts the Red Sea, and leads God’s people through water to safety. 
In Matthew 3, John the Baptist appears on the scene. And he begins baptizing Israelites who 
want to repent; who want to get right with God. This baptism is a picture of cleansing; of being 
in right relationship with God. Then Jesus appears on the scene. And he asks John to baptize 
him as well. But John is reluctant. He says, “Jesus, I’m not worthy to do that.” John knows that 
Jesus doesn’t need to “get right with God,” because he already is. But Jesus insists. And John 
agrees to baptize Jesus. And Jesus does this to identify with all those who want to get right with 
God. In essence, he’s taking their state upon himself. And he will do what they intend to do. He 
will turn to God for them. He will fulfill the law for them. And he will lead them back to God. 
Moses leads his people through water to the Promised Land. Jesus identifies with his people 
through water baptism, to lead them back to God.    

At the Red Sea, God’s presence is visible among his people. God leads Israel as a pillar of 
cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night. At Jesus’ baptism, the Spirit of God descends on Jesus 
in a physical form, and rests on him.  

After passing through the Red Sea, the Israelites are “led” by God’s presence into the 
wilderness. After his baptism, Jesus is “led up” by God’s Spirit into the desert. Israel spends 40 
years in the wilderness. And Jesus spends 40 days in the desert.  

So let’s come up for air. In light of all these parallels, do you think that maybe – just 
maybe – Matthew sees a connection between Jesus and Israel? I think so. According to 
Matthew, Jesus is reliving Israel’s history. He’s the new Moses, leading God’s people on a new 
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Exodus. He represents his people. And he’s delivering them from their bondage to sin. But 
here’s the crucial question; is Jesus qualified to do this? Will he stay faithful to God, even when 
it’s hard?  

And that question is answered in Matthew 4. Matthew says this, “Then Jesus was led up 
by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days 
and forty nights, He then became hungry.3 And the tempter came and said to him, "If you are 
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread."  4 But he answered, "It is 
written, "' Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.'" 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple  6 and 
said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, "' He will command 
his angels concerning you,' and "'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot 
against a stone.'" 7 Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to 
the test.'" 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down 
and worship me." 10 Then Jesus said to him, "Be gone, Satan! For it is written, "' You shall 
worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.'" 11 Then the devil left him, and behold, 
angels came and were ministering to him.” (vv. 1-11) Just as he did with Israel, God takes Jesus 
into the wilderness to test him. But unlike Israel; and unlike Moses; Jesus passes the test. 

Now, when I read this passage, my temptation is to make it all about me. And that’s a 
constant temptation; to make the Bible about us, rather than about Jesus. So I read this story. 
And immediately, I ask, “what does this passage teach me about overcoming temptation?” And 
then, I look at Jesus purely as my example. I assume that Jesus is simply teaching me how to 
resist temptation in my life. Now, Jesus’ behavior is certainly exemplary. But Jesus isn’t resisting 
Satan primarily to give me an example. He’s doing it as my champion. 

Jesus succeeds where everyone else has failed. Remember, God wants to defeat evil 
through humanity. But humanity keeps disqualifying itself from fulfilling this mission. Adam fails 
the test. He eats the fruit. Israel fails the test. They grumble against God, and distrust him. But 
Jesus passes the test. He decides to trust God, even when it’s hard. When Satan tempts him, he 
quotes from Deuteronomy; from God’s law. Thus, Jesus is the faithful Israelite, who actually 
remembers God’s word in the wilderness, and trusts it. And Jesus grows through testing. And he 
proves himself qualified to accomplish God’s mission. He can obey God, and resist Satan. So 
he’s the Israelite through whom God will reverse the curse of sin. And in obedience to God, he 
goes all the way to the cross to exhaust death’s power and crush Satan’s head. So Jesus 
identifies himself with us. He relives Israel’s history; he relives our history. And he rewrites it. 
He passes every test we fail. And we benefit, because Jesus does this as our representative and 
champion. He fulfills God’s law on our behalf. He lives righteously, so that we can be credited 
with his righteousness. Jesus is the new Moses. But unlike Moses, Jesus actually listens to God. 
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So we should listen to him. Jesus is the light to the nations. He fulfills Israel’s calling. He alone 
can establish God’s kingdom, and defeat the power of sin. That’s what Matthew is telling us.   

3. Our Test in the Wilderness: Jesus is our champion in the wilderness. And we need to  
remember this, when we’re in the wilderness; when we’re in the place of dryness and difficulty. 
In 1 Corinthians 10, Paul compares the church to Israel. Speaking of Israel’s time in the 
wilderness, Paul says that, “…these things happened to them [to Israel] as an example, and they 
were written for our instruction.” (v. 6) According to Paul, the church has much to learn from 
Israel’s experience in the wilderness. There are many similarities between us. Like Israel, we’ve 
been set free from our bondage to sin. Like Israel, we’ve been given a new identity. We’re part 
of God’s holy nation; citizens of his kingdom. Like Israel, we have God’s presence with us. And 
like Israel, we’re traveling towards a Promised Land, the New Creation. However, Paul says, we 
must not assume that just because we’re part of the visible church, we’re actually trusting in 
God. We must not be like the Israelites, who looked like they were God’s people, but who 
didn’t actually trust in him. So we need to keep fighting the fight of faith; to keep trusting in 
God; especially when things are hard; when prayers aren’t getting answered; when 
circumstances aren’t getting better. That’s when Satan will tempt us to doubt God’s goodness. 
That’s when we must look to Jesus, and remember his battle in the wilderness. Jesus shows us 
how to fight; how to resist Satan’s temptations, and keep trusting in God. In our remaining time, 
I want to briefly highlight two things from Jesus’ temptation; two things we need to remember 
when we’re in the wilderness.   

First, when life is hard, we need to remember our identity. We need to remember who 
we are; and how our Father sees us. Notice, this is the first thing Satan tries to question. In 
Matthew 3, God says, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." (3:17). Before Jesus 
does anything; before he even begins his public ministry; the Father publicly declares his delight 
in the Son. But when Jesus goes into the wilderness – into the place of testing – what does 
Satan say, “if you are the Son of God, turn these stones into bread.” “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself off the temple.” In other words, “You think you’re the Son of God? Prove it, Jesus. 
If you’re so special, show me. I don’t believe it. Look at you. You’re starving in the wilderness. 
How can you say you’re God’s beloved son?” And Satan does the exact same thing to us. When 
we turn to Christ, God adopts us into his family. And he says to us. “You are my beloved 
daughter. You are my beloved son. I’m well-pleased with you!” God sees us in his Son. And he 
loves us just like he loves Jesus. But sometimes, we go through seasons of difficulty. And Satan 
says, “’beloved son? Beloved daughter? Seriously? Look at you. What kind of Father would leave 
you in this mess?” And that’s when it’s crucial that we stop listening to Satan, and start talking 
back, and say, “I don’t have to prove anything to you. Jesus died for me. God is with me. And he 
will bring me home. Be gone.” Because the reality is this; God will not abandon you in your 
mess.    

Last night, I was working on my talk. And then I heard, an “ugh!” coming from the back 
of the house. And I thought, “uh oh, that didn’t sound good.” And then I heard it again. So I 
went in to Jake’s room. I turned on the light. And Jake went, “daddy, I need to…” And I knew he 
needed to throw up. But I was in “no man’s land,” right? It was like a fly ball to shallow center. I 
didn’t have time to grab a bowl. But I wasn’t sure I could get him to the toilet in time. I had to 
act fast. So I reached out my arms to grab him. And as soon as I did “Barf!!” … he threw up all 
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over me. Now, you know what I didn’t do? I didn’t say, “how dare you Jake? You are disgusting. 
Take care of yourself! I’m out of here.” No. I got up. And we changed his clothes. And we 
washed his bedding. And then, we tried to convince him not to drink water for the next 6 hours. 
I’d never leave him in his mess. And listen, I’m a sinful, broken dad. And I need God’s 
forgiveness daily for my parenting failures. God is an infinitely better Father than I am. He’s not 
going to leave you in your hour of need. He’s not. Listen, he gave you his beloved Son; he 
sacrificed Jesus to get you. He’s not going to give you up. He’s not going to abandon you in the 
mess! And the test will end. He’ll get you out of it. Sooner or later, he will bring you through; 
and make you more mature in the process. 

When we’re in the desert, we need to remember our identity. Second, we need to 
remember our calling. God called Jesus to suffer. He called Jesus to resist temptation, and 
succeed where we failed, so he could rewrite our story. And that means Jesus had to walk 
through the wilderness. He had to pass the test. But Satan offers Jesus an alternative route; a 
way around his calling. He says, “just worship me, and everything will be fine. I’ll give you all the 
authority and power you could ever want.” But Jesus resists. He refuses to bow to Satan. He 
presses through. God calls us to follow Jesus. And that means at some point, we’ll suffer as 
Jesus did. We’ll go through a season of testing; a time that refines our faith; when we’ll have to 
choose to trust God, even when it hurts. But God promises to bring us through this. In 1 
Corinthians 10:13, Paul says, “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; 
and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with 
the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.” God 
will take us through the wilderness. But notice, he doesn’t keep us from testing. Rather, he 
keeps us from succumbing to temptation. He promises to be with us through the fire. But Satan 
just says, “avoid the fire altogether. Avoid the test. Don’t work on that difficult relationship; just 
numb yourself with entertainment. Don’t worry about your entertainment addition; just numb 
yourself with work. Don’t worry about your workaholism; just distract yourself with food.” God 
wants to bring us through our issues, to grow us. Satan wants us to bypass our issues altogether; 
to try and avoid dealing with them. And when we’re tempted to give in, we need to remember 
that God is faithful. He will bring us through our trial; he won’t let us succumb; but that means 
we actually need to deal with what’s there.    
 
 We need to remember our identity and our calling. But here’s the reality; we’ll fail. 
There are times when we won’t pass the test. And that’s why it’s such good news that Jesus 
isn’t just our example, but our champion. We will lose battles. But Jesus has won the war. He 
conquered Satan again and again; he passed every test. He won every victory. And because 
we’re in him, his victory is ours. We stand triumphant, holy and blameless before God. And the 
God who fights for us lives in us. He is taking us through the wilderness to glory. And he will 
bring you home. He will. Even if he has to drag you through the desert, he will bring you to the 
Promised Land. So get back up. Get back up. Jesus is always for you. Jesus is always with you. 
And Jesus is going to complete what he began. So get...back…up. And keep fighting the fight of 
faith. Let’s pray.  
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1 Exodus 16:1f. 
2 Numbers 21:4f.  
3 Numbers 13ff.   
4 Numbers 25:1f.   
5 Numbers 25:1f; cf. Exodus 32:1f.    
6 Here are parallels between Jesus and Israel in Matthew, chs. 2-4. 
  

Moses flees from Pharaoh in Egypt Jesus flees from Pharaoh to Egypt 
God calls Israel out of slavery in Egypt God calls Jesus to Israel from Egypt 
Israel is God’s “firstborn son” Jesus is God’s beloved Son 
Israel passes through the waters of the Red Sea Jesus passes through the waters of baptism 
God’s presence comes to visibly lead Israel The Holy Spirit visibly descends on Jesus 
Israel is “led” by God’s presence into the wilderness Jesus is “led up” by the Spirit into the wilderness 
Israel is tested for 40 years Jesus is tested after 40 days/nights 

 


