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If I Know God, I’ll Love People  
 

God Is Love, So Love One Another  
 
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 
and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” (1 John 
4:7-8)   
 
 
 
God Has Loved, So Love One Another 
 
“In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, 
so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another.” (1 John 4:9-11) 
 
 
 
 
 
God Still Loves, So Love One Another  
 

“No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in 
us.” (1 John 4:12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For Further Thought and Discussion: 
 
 Getting Started: 
 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?   
2. Michael Reeves asks, “Have you ever known someone so magnetically kind and 

gracious, so warm and generous of spirit that just a little time spent with them 
affects how you think, feel and behave? Someone whose very presence makes you 
better – even if only for a while, when you are with them?”1

 

 Have you? If so, who 
was it? How specifically did that person change you?  

Going Deeper: 
 
3. How does the Trinity help us understand the statement, “God is love” (1 John 4:8)? 

How should this affect our view of God?   
4. John says that true love is defined by God, not by humans (vv. 9-10) How is God’s 

love different than human love? Can you think of an example of human love that 
resembles/approximates God’s love?   

5. According to verse 12, how is God’s love “perfected” within us? What does this 
mean? What implications does this have for our life together?   

 
Application 

 
6. As a group, think of some ways you can increase informal weekly points of contact 

with one other. How can you informally connect to love one another?  
 

 

                                                           
1 Delighting in the Trinity: An Introduction to the Christian Faith (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic: 2012); 25-

26. Reeves goes on to state, “I know people like that, and they seem to be little pictures of how God is, according 
to John. This God, he says, is love in such a profound and potent way that you simply cannot know him without 
yourself becoming loving” (ibid, 26).  


