
Identity Theft: Who Do You Think You Are? 

Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 

 

From Outsider to Insider 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

A. Who We Were 
“Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
"Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by 
human hands-- remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world.” – Eph. 2:11-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. What Christ Has Done 
“But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke 
down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the 
Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the 
two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one 
body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. AND HE CAME 
AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE 
WHO WERE NEAR; for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the 
Father.” – Eph. 2:13-18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Who We Are 
“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints, and are of God's household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, 
being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are 
being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.” – Eph. 2:19-21 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



For further thought and discussion: 
 
Getting Started: 
 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon?  What raised questions? 
2. Have you ever felt like an outsider?  Have you ever felt like an insider? What for you 

was the biggest difference between those experiences? 
 
Going Deeper: 
 

3. Paul continues to contrast who the Ephesians were and who they now are as a result 
of the grace of God.  Why is their “before Christ” picture in vs. 11-12 so bleak? Why 
was there such deep division between the Jews and the Gentiles in the first century?  
Can you think of similar divisions today?  In what ways does religion divide people?    

4. In vs. 13-18, Paul shows what Jesus has done to bring Jews and Gentiles together.  
Why does Paul call Him our peace?  How did Jesus bridge the gap between Jew and 
Gentile?  Can you see ways that Christ can make peace between people in conflict 
today?  How does the gospel apply to divisions caused by religion? Racism?  
Lifestyle? Sexism?  Politics?  What other divisions between people today would you 
include? 

5. How does Galatians 2:11-21 illustrate that Christ is our peace?  How can you believe 
in and apply grace in your current relationships with Christians? 

6. Who are we as a result of what Christ has done? (vs. 19-21) Why is it important that 
we not only see “who I am” in Christ but “who we are?”  What do vs. 19-21 imply 
about our relationships with other believers? 
   

Application:  
What is one thing you have learned from this discussion you can apply this week? 

 


