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From Outsider to Insider 

Eph. 2:11-22 

Last week we talked about grace - God’s love for the unlovable, God’s power for the 
powerless and God’s kindness towards the undeserving.  And we looked at vs. 8-9 of 
Ephesians 2.  “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
a gift of God, not as a result of works that no one should boast.”   We are saved by grace - by 
what God does, not by what we do, at God’s initiation, not at our initiation, by what Christ 
has done, not by what we have done or ever can do.  God doesn’t save me because I’m good 
but because He is good.  God doesn’t save me because I love Him but because He loves me.  
Salvation is the free gift of God and not a reward for the good things we have done.  Christ 
did not come to earth to give us more things to do.  He came to earth to live the life we 
should have lived but did not so that God can credit us with His perfect record; to die the 
death we deserved to die, bearing the just wrath of God for our sin so that God can pardon 
us without compromising His perfect justice: and to rise from the dead that we might live 
forever.  And if I really believe that I am saved by grace alone through faith alone and that 
salvation is a gift and not a reward which can be earned, then I’ll know that there’s 
absolutely nothing I can do to save myself.  That’s why Paul says that grace precludes 
boasting.  We’re saved by grace so that no one can boast about what they accomplished.  
My identity is not in who I am or in what I do - my identity is in Christ.  Now grace not only 
changes the way I see myself, it changes the way I see you.  By God’s grace in Jesus, I’m a 
new creation, holy, blameless, beautiful, God’s workmanship- again not because of anything 
I’ve done but because of what Christ has done.  And by God’s grace in Jesus, you’re a new 
creation, holy, blameless, beautiful, God’s workmanship, not because of anything you’ve 
done but because of what Christ has done.  So grace not only reconciles me to God, grace 
reconciles me to you. 

When God saves us, He makes us part of a family, a community, the church.  He did not 
design us to live as Christians by ourselves.  We need each other.  We‘ve been made 
members of a team and that’s what the second half of Ephesians 2 is about.  The first half of 
this chapter is about who I am because of what God accomplished in Jesus, the second half 
of the chapter is about who we are because of what God accomplished in Jesus.  We’re 
talking about identity theft - how I’ll never be able to live the way God calls me to live until I 
understand who I really am, my true identity as a result of the grace of God.  And I can’t 
understand who I am in Christ separate from who we are in Christ. John Wesley said, “A 
solitary Christian is as much an oxymoron as a holy adulterer.” Which is why Paul keeps 
repeating the word, “peace” throughout this passage.  Not peace in the sense of a feeling of 
serenity but peace as an end to hostilities - hostility between us and God, and hostility 
between us and others. Ever since sin invaded the world, there has been conflict between 
people.  The first human born killed his younger brother. The history of the world is a 



history of hostility - hostility between parents and children, between brother and sister, 
between neighbors, between tribes, between nations, between races, between classes, 
between religions. There have always been insiders and outsiders, those who belong and 
those who don’t, people we like and people we hate.  Racism, nationalism, sexism, ageism, 
class warfare just won’t go away.  Conflict seems intrinsic to human nature.  Paul’s point in 
this passage is that Christ alone can resolve those hostilities, Christ alone can bring peace 
between people.  So as we continue to look at our new identity in Christ this morning, I 
want look at how the grace of God in the gospel radically changes the way we relate to 
people.  Paul follows the same outline he followed in the first half of the chapter.  Here’s 
who you were, here’s what Christ has done and here’s who you are as a result- our new 
identity.  What I hope you’ll see is that we don’t begin with the gospel and then more on to 
deeper truths.  The gospel is not the ABCs of Christianity which you learn when you 
become a Christian before you graduate to more complicated matters.  The gospel is the A 
through Z of Christianity.  Spiritual development is simply a matter of understanding the 
gospel better and better and applying it to more and more areas of life - understanding that 
I that I lack in myself, I find in Jesus.  So let’s look at how knowing Jesus transforms the way 
we look at each other. 

Paul reminds the Ephesians who they used to be - apart from Christ.  Because I can’t 
understand who I am until I understand who I am no longer. Therefore remember that 
formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the so-called 
"Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands– Now if you’re not familiar 
with the bible, you’re probably thinking this is getting a little weird.  What’s all this 
circumcision stuff? In that culture, Jews labeled non-Jews or Gentiles, “the uncircumcised” 
and themselves, “the circumcised.”  In other words, “you’re not us, we’re not you, you are 
the un-us.” For Jews, circumcision was a symbol, established by God of His covenant with 
the Jews.  It represented both their ethnic identity and the special relationship they had 
with God. “Uncircumcision” was a derogatory way Jews referred to Gentiles.  To the Greeks 
and Romans, circumcision was not only unnecessary but abhorrent and something they 
ridiculed the Jews for.  So calling Gentiles “the uncircumcision” was  first century hate 
speech.  Jews didn’t like  Gentiles and because of the way they read the Law of Moses, 
refused to assimilate into Greco-Roman society, keeping to themselves.  They also called 
Gentiles dogs, pagans and other uncomplimentary names and the Gentiles responded in 
kind.  And things haven’t changed since.  People continue to label people who are different 
and to stereotype them.  In our own country, it’s liberal vs conservative, citizen vs. alien,  
environmentalist vs business, unions vs management, red state vs blue state, Cal vs 
Stanford.  Human nature hasn’t changed.  We are still an us vs them species.  

Now if the conflict between Jew and Gentile was only an ethnic conflict, it would be one 
thing.  But the bad news for the Ephesians was that they were excluded from the people of 
God.  In the plan of God, He chose a single nation to reveal Himself to in order to eventually 
reveal Himself to the whole world through Christ.  But before Christ, the only way you 
could know God was to become a Jew.  And that was bad news for the Gentiles for at least 
five reasons.  First they had no hope of Christ’s coming.  remember that you were at that 
time separate from Christ,  The story of the Bible explains why the world is the way it is and 
how God will save it through the Messiah.  But the Gentiles had no access to that story, no 



way of knowing why the world was as it is or of God’s promise to redeem it through the 
Messiah. Second, the Gentiles were excluded from the citizenship of Israel, excluded from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and outside the sphere of God’s blessings.  God still blessed the 
Gentile nations with rain and food and happiness, but they had no knowledge of Him or 
answered prayer or help in time of need.  Third, the Gentiles were did not benefit from the 
various covenant promises God gave to Israel.  They were and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, not having the promises of God and ignorant of the fact that He is a rewarder of 
those who seek Him.  Fourth, because they had no knowledge of the true God, they had no 
hope; “having no hope ..”  No objective hope in life after death.  Some Gentiles believed that 
life ended at death, others that we come back in some other form of life, others that we join 
our ancestors - but no one knew.  Death was the only reality they were certain of.  Finally, 
Paul says that because the Gentiles were excluded from God’s people, they had no 
knowledge of God, and without God in the world.”   The word Paul uses here for “without 
God” means atheist or godless.  But the Gentiles weren’t atheists - they believed in lots of 
gods.  What Paul means is that the Gentiles were alienated from the true God, living in 
darkness and superstition.  They were far from God because they were excluded from the 
people of God.  They weren’t Jews and so they didn’t enjoy the benefits of the Jew. 

Now let me ask you a question.  What divided the Jews from the Gentiles?  Their faith.  In 
Greco-Roman culture, there were many gods and it didn’t matter which god you worshiped, 
as long as you worshiped.  But the Jews believed their God was the only God, that they 
alone had the truth.  And they believed that their God required them to separate 
themselves from Gentiles and idolaters. Now it was true that the Gentiles didn’t know 
about the Messiah, weren’t part of Israel, were ignorant of God’s promises, and were 
without hope and godless.  But notice how the Jews reacted to the Gentiles plight.  Not with 
compassion but with condemnation.  They labeled the Gentiles the uncircumcised, pagans, 
dogs, the unclean, inferior.  Why?  Because religion divides.  Here’s why.  Every religion can 
be spelled with two letters, do.  Regardless of it’s label, every religion is about what we 
must do to be acceptable to God; rules we must keep and rituals we must practice - what 
we must do to be saved or to become enlightened or to become one with God or whatever 
the goal of that particular religion is.  I think that’s why Paul refers to circumcision as 
“performed in the flesh by human hands”.  Circumcision and the rest of the Law of the 
Moses is what the Jews did to be right with God.  And as soon as I believe that I save myself, 
that there’s a standard to live up to, rules to be kept - then I began to look at everybody else 
to see if they’re keeping the rules.  And those who don’t, I look down on.  I feel superior to 
them.  I’m right, they’re wrong.  I’m righteous, they’re wicked.  I’m godly, they’re worldly.  
God loves me.  God hates them.  That’s why today many people are suspicious of religion in 
general and Christianity in particular.  They say that anybody who believes in absolute 
truth is dangerous.  Because if you believe in absolute truth, you will inevitably try to 
impose that truth on other people.  You will become an oppressor.  Belief in absolute truth 
destroys freedom.   So - in their minds - all religion is suspect because according to them, all 
religion divides people, elevating some and degrading others, and giving true believers a 
superiority complex .  And that’s true - to a certain extent.  And not only with religion but in 
any area where people find their identity in their own performance, in who they are and in 
what they do.  It happens in politics.  We all have friends who define themselves by their 
politics.  They are true believers.  And the more they define themselves by their correct 



political views, the more intolerant they become of people who don’t share those views.  I 
know Conservatives who despise Liberals and Liberals who can’t stand Conservatives, 
don’t you?  And so we could just as easily say that politics divides people.  Or that race 
divides people.  Or how you choose to educate your children divides people.   Or the kind of 
food you think people should eat divides people.  But it’s not a belief in absolute truth - or 
politics - or race - or education- or food which divides people.  What divides people is pride 
- finding my identity in what I do rather than in what Christ has done.  Which is why Paul 
now tells the Ephesians what Christ has done to make peace between Jew and Gentile - and 
between every other group in conflict with one another. 

But now in Christ Jesus you (Gentiles) who formerly were far off (from God and from God’s 
people) have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  (How did the death of Jesus bring the 
Gentiles near to God and to God’s people?)  For He Himself is our peace, who made both 
groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the 
enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He 
might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them 
both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.  What divided 
Jew from Gentile was religion - specifically the Law of Moses - what the Jew had to do to be 
saved.  The Law was the greatest barrier to unity and that barrier was symbolized by a 
literal wall in the Great Temple in Jerusalem which separated the court of the Gentiles (the 
area of the temple Gentiles were permitted to enter) from the inner courts of the Temple 
where only Jews could go and where God dwelt) There were numerous signs on this wall 
warning any Gentile that if he dared to go any further into the temple, he would be killed.  
Under the Law, he would always be the outsider and needed to stay outside. Paul says that 
Jesus broke down that figurative wall when He died on the cross and abolished the Law and 
it’s ordinances as a means of salvation and beginning the era of grace.  When Paul talks 
about Christ abolishing the Law, He doesn’t mean abolishing the Law as revealing God’s 
will and the way He wants people to live, but abolishing the works of the Law as the way 
we are saved.  As we say, religion is spelled DO but Christianity is spelled DONE, because 
Christ has done for us what we couldn’t do for ourselves.   So because of Christ, the Law is 
no longer in force and so there is no longer an obstacle to Gentile or to Jew to God but 
through Christ’s death, He makes both into a new kind of man, reconciling them to God and 
to one another.   

AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, (Gentiles) AND 
PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR; (Jews)  for through Him we both have our access in one 
Spirit to the Father.  Jesus is our peace and Jesus preaches peace as He draws us to Himself; 
peace with God and peace with one another because of what He accomplished when He 
bore the wrath of God for our sins on the cross, ushering us into the very presence of God 
whom neither group - Jew or Gentile - had access to previously because of our sin. 

That’s why Christ is our peace.  Belief in absolute truth doesn’t have to divide; it depends 
on what that truth is.  Religion divides but grace unites.  Because grace removes everything 
shred of human achievement and pride and self-reliance.  All that we lack is found in Christ 
and He is generous to all who draw near to Him.  So grace changes the way I look at myself 
and grace changes the way I look at you.  Grace humbles me to find my identity in Christ 



rather than in myself.  And grace teaches me that your identity is in Christ and not in 
yourself.  Grace levels the playing field.  Nobody is superior and nobody is inferior.  We’re 
all sinners saved by grace alone.  Grace not only transforms my relationship with God, it 
should transform my relationships with my fellow Christians.  And in the second chapter of 
Paul’s letter to the Galatians, he explains how he applied the gospel when this problem 
between Jews and Gentiles surfaced in the church at Antioch.  But when Cephas (Peter) 
came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. For prior to the 
coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he 
began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision.  The rest of 
the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by 
their hypocrisy.  Paul tells a story about the first time Peter visited the church in Antioch 
where Paul and Barnabas served as pastors.  Antioch was about 300 miles north of 
Jerusalem, roughly the same distance between LA and SF.  Next to the church in Jerusalem, 
the church in Antioch was the most influential church in the early history of Christianity 
because it was the first church to have both Jewish and Gentile believers worshiping 
together - the first multi-ethnic church.  I imagine that everybody in Antioch was pretty 
excited about Peter’s visit.  After all, Peter was a rock star, one of the original 12, the guy 
who walked on water - for a brief time, anyway, Jesus’ right hand man.  And from what we 
know about Peter, nobody at Antioch was disappointed.  Peter was a big, affable guy, warm 
and open, in love with Jesus and even though he had spent his entire life separate from 
Gentiles among his fellow Jews, he fit right into the fellowship at Antioch.   He’s having 
dinner at anybody’s house who’ll feed him - and of course, everybody wanted to have Peter 
over.  Peter left his old Jewish habits behind in Jerusalem and just fit in at Antioch - until 
some of his old friends show up. A delegation of Jewish Christians from the Jerusalem 
church follows Peter to Antioch.  They arrive  probably dressed in black with long black 
beards and big black Bibles.  And unlike Peter, they’re not as comfortable being around 
Gentiles for the first time in their life.  We can understand why this would be difficult for 
them.  All of their life they’ve been taught that there are two kinds of people in the world: 
the righteous and the unrighteous, the circumcised and the uncircumcised, Israel and the 
pagan nations; that God chose Israel and set them apart from the unclean nations of the 
world for Himself; that the Gentiles are dogs, unclean rebels against Jehovah. And now, 
they’re sitting in church next to them. And to their horror, their Jewish brothers and sisters 
are actually eating with these Gentiles.  In the Middle East, eating with someone was very 
symbolic.  You only ate with your close friends.  Eating with someone meant you endorsed 
his character and lifestyle.  The early church ate together all the time.  They had regular 
potlucks which they called love feasts where the whole church would eat a meal together.  
It was a powerful symbol of the unity and the fellowship Christ establishes between diverse 
people.  But the guys from Jerusalem can’t handle it. They sit at a table by themselves.  And 
then, they look around the room at all the Jewish Christians with that look.  And pretty 
soon, individual believers, and then entire families get up from the table where they were 
sitting with their Gentile brothers and sisters and slink over to the kosher table.  Eventually 
all the Jewish believers in Antioch are sitting on one side of the room and all the Gentile 
believers are sitting on the other.  Then Peter and Barnabas walk in and everybody is 
watching to see what they’ll do.  Barnabas has been their pastor for years.  And Peter has 
been eating with the Gentile Christians and encouraging them ever since he got to town.  
But when Peter and Barnabas see all the Jews on one side and all the Gentiles on the other; 



and these serious, pious men from headquarters watching them closely to see what they’ll 
do, even Peter and Barnabas sit down on the Jewish side of the room with the men in black.  
The Jewish Christians are uncomfortable, the Gentile Christians are hurt and confused and 
a lot of the old racial animosities and prejudices that used to divide these groups begin to 
reappear.  Then Paul walks in.  But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the 
truth of the gospel,   “Not straightforward about the truth of the gospel;” that’s the phrase I 
want you to remember.  Paul could have rebuked Peter for being a racist.  There are plenty 
of commands he’s breaking.  But Paul goes to the larger issue.  The Jewish Christians were 
living inconsistently with the gospel.  They are not responding to the grace of God in the 
way they view the Gentile believers. But when I saw that they were not straightforward 
about the truth of the gospel,  I said to Cephas in the presence of all, "If you, being a Jew, live 
like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, - because before the Jerusalem gang showed up, Peter 
was acting just like a Gentile, eating their food, enjoying their hospitality - how is it that you 
compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?  The minute Peter separated himself from the Gentile 
Christians, he was saying to the Gentiles, “You are not acceptable as you are.  You must 
become Jews.  You must live like us.”  Grace isn’t enough.  Paul continues, "We  - Peter and 
Paul - are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles; - we’re sinners but we’re 
not Gentile sinners.  We grew up in God’s nation.  We were circumcised.  We eat kosher.  
We observe the holy days.  We keep the Law - kind of.  We’re certainly different than the 
Gentiles -  nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified (to be declared righteous) by the 
works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so 
that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works 
of the Law no flesh will be justified.  That’s the gospel.  We’re not saved by what we do but by 
what Christ has done.  He is our peace with God.  And He is our peace with each other.  

Religion divides but grace unites. If it’s all about “do” then I’ll tend to separate myself from 
those who don’t.  But if it’s done for me by Christ, I am automatically united with all the 
others for whom it’s been done.  I get a lot of brochures for pastor’s conferences and while I 
rarely attend, I always look at who was scheduled to speak and their bios.  As you might 
expect, most of the speakers these days are younger than I am.  And as I’m reading their 
bios, I find myself thinking, “Why did they ask him to speak?  What’s he done that I 
haven’t?”   “He’s just a kid.  Not even battle tested.”  Healthy thoughts like that. Why do I 
resent those guys?  Why am I trying to find something wrong with them?  Why can’t  I just 
love them and accept them as brothers in Christ?  Why am I so pathetic? I’m doing the same 
thing Peter did in Antioch.  Even though I believe in the gospel - that I’m saved by grace and 
not by my own works, I’m not applying the gospel in this area of my life.  I am not finding 
my identity in Christ and what He has done.  I’m again trying to find my identity in my own 
accomplishments.  And in my pathetic scheme, human recognition means I’m doing 
something significant.  So when anybody else is recognized, I’m threatened. So as long as I 
find my identity in what I do rather than in what Christ has done, I will either feel inferior 
or superior to people  - but never at peace with them.  But I’m not who I am because of my 
performance but because of Christ’s.  He says I am His workmanship, His masterpiece, 
something of infinite beauty and honor.  And He says the same thing about you.  When we 
see each other in heaven, we’ll be dazzled by the beauty of what God has created.  Well, God 
sees us that way right now and if I really believe in grace, I’ll see myself that way now.  And 
I’ll see you that way now.  When we look down on ourselves, we despise His grace.  When 



we look down on each other, we despise His grace.  The big takeaway from vs. 11-18; Christ 
is our peace.  Religion (spelled DO) divides.  Grace (spelled DONE) unites. 

Now the other lesson I want you to see in this passage is that we need each other.  And that 
comes from this third session; who we are now as a result of what Christ has done. So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of 
God's household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing 
into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of 
God in the Spirit.”   Because of grace, we’re not who we used to be.  When Christ comes into 
our life, we not only become new people but we become members of a new group - a new 
humanity.  We’re no longer outsiders, strangers or aliens.  We’re fellow citizens with the 
saints - what the Bible calls all ordinary Christians.  Paul uses a couple of pictures to 
illustrate who together we now are.  First, we’re members of a new family - God’s 
household.  That’s why you seldom see the word, “Christian” in the New Testament. By far, 
the most common word used for believers is “brethren.”  We’re members of the same 
family - brothers and sisters.  The other picture Paul uses of who we now are is a building.  
The foundation of that building is the word of God, revealed through the apostles and 
prophets, because when the church departs from its foundation and the Word which came 
through the apostles and prophets, it ceases to be the church.   And Christ is the 
cornerstone of the building bearing the weight of the building and tying the walls together. 
Once the church departs from Jesus, it ceases to be the church.  Notice what kind of building 
this is - a temple.  The temple in Jerusalem was where people met God.  His presence filled 
the temple.  Of course, God is omnipresent - there’s no place God isn’t.  But in the temple, 
He manifested presence, displaying His glory.  In the Old Testament, God dwelt in a temple.  
In the New Testament, God dwells in a people.  We are the dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit.  His Spirit lives in Christians both individually and corporately.  We are where 
people see God, how God makes Himself visible now.   

Because of the gospel, we are now God’s family and God’s temple - which means we need 
each other.  The family is a picture of our relationship with each other, the temple is a 
picture of our relationship with the world.   We need one another to be healthy spiritually 
and we need each other to fulfill our mission in the world.  I can’t be spiritually healthy by 
myself - I need my family around me.  Christ lives in you and Christ lives in me; He speaks 
to you through me and to me through you.  That’s why He said that whenever two or more 
of us are together, He is there in our midst. And I can’t fulfill them mission God has given all 
of us to proclaim Christ to the world by myself.  One stone can’t be an entire temple.  We 
need all the stones.  When we’re together, people can see Christ far more clearly than when 
we’re by ourselves.  This week I met with a number of the women who lead small group 
Bible studies here at Creekside and they were sharing the benefits they got from being in a 
group.  One woman shared how when she came back to church after being away for a long 
time, she struggled with believing that God had really forgiven her- something a lot of 
people struggle with.  She went on to share how a couple invited her and her husband to a 
small group in their home.  They went - a little apprehensively, not knowing what to 
expect.  But she said she was overwhelmed by the unconditional love of the group and as 
they read the Bible and prayed, she quickly became convinced that God loved her and had 



forgiven her completely.  How?  God spoke to her through the other people in the group.  By 
God’s grace in Jesus, He has made us His family and His dwelling place on earth.  That’s why 
I’m always nagging you about joining a small group.  We all need to be in close relationship 
to other believers in order to grow spiritually and to display Jesus to others.  

In order to understand who I am in Christ, I need to understand who we are in Christ.  Two 
implications: first, religion divides but grace unites.  Second,  we need each other.  If you 
have never made the wonderful discovery of knowing Christ personally, you can do that 
right now.  All that we lack in ourselves, we find in Jesus.  Becoming a Christian begins with 
admitting that I’m not complete.  I’m not sufficient.  I’m not perfect.  I need outside help.  
I’m a sinner and I can’t earn my way to God. And then believing that everything you need, 
God has provided you in Christ.    
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