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Family Ties III 

 
True Love Acts  
 
“Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” (1 John 3:18) 
 
 
 
 
True Love Prevails  
 
“By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure (lit: persuade) our heart before 
him; 20 for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows 
everything.” (1 John 3:19-20) 
 
 
 
 
True Love Assures  
 
“Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;  22 and whatever 
we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 23 
And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, just as he has commanded us. 24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and 
he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.” (1 
John 3:21-24) 
 
 
For Further Thought and Discussion: 
 
 Getting Started: 
 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?   



2. Everyone receives/gives love differently? Which expression of love do you most 
enjoy receiving (e.g. words of affirmation, gifts, acts of service, quality time)? How 
do you most naturally communicate love to others?  

 
Going Deeper: 
 
3. John exhorts believers to love one another, “in deed and truth” (1 John 3:18; cf. 

3:14-17). As a small group, do you love one another in this way? What keeps you 
from loving each other this way? What barriers – personally, culturally, societally – 
must we overcome to meet one another’s needs?   

4. John speaks of times when a believer’s heart is reluctant to extend love (1 John 3:19-
20; cf. 3:14-17). Can you think of a time you were reluctant to sacrifice for a sibling 
in Christ? Did you ultimately make a sacrifice for that person? If so, what persuaded 
you to do so?  

5. When we love one another, we have confidence that God will answer our prayers 
(vv. 21-23). Why? Read Isaiah 58, Matthew 5:23-24, and 1 Peter 3:7. What do these 
passages teach about prayer? How do our relationships with others affect our prayer 
lives?    

 
Application 

 
6. As a group, do you know one other’s needs? If not, why not? If so, do you have a 

plan for meeting them? Take a moment, and make a list of group member’s needs. 
Then, make a plan for meeting them. 

 


