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Have you ever envied people who saw the miracles Jesus performed because faith was easier for them?  They saw 
Jesus heal people and raise the dead and walk on water and control nature.  If I could see what they saw, belief 
would be a whole lot easier.  Ever feel that way?  The problem is, those early disciples of Jesus seem to have as 
hard a time believing as we do today.  In fact, in spite of all the miracles they saw, when Jesus is crucified, they run 
and hide, terrified that the next cross will be their own.  Yet two months later, these same frightened men and 
women are boldly proclaiming Christ and they never look back.  So what changed?  Most would say, “Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead,” and that would be true; but not necessarily in the way we think.  Look at vs. 13 in the 
24th chapter of the gospel of Luke and how Jesus appears to two of His disciples on the Sunday following His 
crucifixion.  “And behold, two of them (two of Jesus’ disciples) were going that very day to a village named 
Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. And they were talking with each other about all these things 
which had taken place.  While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling 
with them.  But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him. (Why don’t they recognize Jesus?  God prevents 
them from recognizing Him.  Why?  Why would God close their eyes to such an obvious miracle?)  And He said 
to them, "What are these words that you are exchanging with one another as you are walking?" And they stood still, 
looking sad.  (The disciples have just gone through the three worst days of their lives. All of their hopes and 
dreams died with Jesus.) One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, "Are You the only one visiting 
Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?"  And He said to them, "What 
things?" And they said to Him, "The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in 
the sight of God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, 
and crucified Him. But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. (They were so sure that Jesus 
was Israel’s promised King who would bring in the kingdom of God when the earth would be restored to what it was 
before sin and pain and death invaded.  But Jesus is dead.  And the kingdom of God seems farther away than 
ever.) Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened. But also some women among us 
amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, and did not find His body, they came, saying that they 
had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 
found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see."  (So why does Jesus hide Himself from 
these two men?  Let’s see if we can figure it out.)  And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to 
believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter 
into His glory?"  (“Was it not necessary?” Jesus says that God’s plan for the world wasn’t thwarted at the cross; it 
was made possible by the cross. The cross was necessary.  And His disciples should have known it because this is 
exactly what the Old Testament Scriptures taught.) Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He 
explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.  Do you have an event in the Bible you wish 
you could have witnessed in person? This is mine.  I would love to have been in on that discussion and to hear 
Jesus explain the entire OT in terms of how it all relates to Him; how everything that happened in His ministry was 
predicted in the Scriptures and how if these guys had just taken their Bible seriously, they wouldn’t be sad right 
now.  What an incredible lecture that must have been to sit in on.  And they approached the village where they 
were going, and He acted as though He were going farther. But they urged Him, saying, "Stay with us, for it is 
getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over." So He went in to stay with them. When He had reclined at 
the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them. Then their eyes 
were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight.  It’s not until their spiritual eyes are 
opened and they understand from the Scriptures that all that has just happened was always part of God’s revealed 
plan, that their physical eyes are opened and they recognize Jesus. Now for the first time these disciples recognize 
the risen Christ; walking, talking, and eating with them in the same body they saw crucified.  How would you 
respond if you just saw somebody raised from the dead?  “Wow. Jesus is alive.  He’s come back from the dead.”  
But notice that’s not what impressed these guys. “They said to one another, "Were not our hearts burning within us 
while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?"  What Jesus taught them 



from the Scriptures before they even knew He was Jesus impressed these men more than seeing Jesus resurrected 
from the dead; when He showed them how He is hero of the entire Bible and the Scriptures they had known from 
childhood finally made sense; when they realized that everything that had happened was exactly what the 
Scriptures taught would happen.  Once the disciples properly understood the Scriptures, meeting Jesus three days 
after His death, doesn’t surprise them at all.  “Well, of course, You’ve returned from the dead, Lord - just like the 
Scriptures said.” These guys had seen miracles before; yet when their faith is put to the test, they flunk.  And it is 
not His resurrection in itself that clinches their faith; it was the fact that His resurrection fulfills what the Scriptures 
said would happen.  The Scripture gave them the lens through which they could interpret that experience, through 
which they could see what Jesus’ resurrection really meant.  That’s the reason their eyes were prevented from 
recognizing Jesus.  God wanted their faith to be grounded in the Scriptures and not just in their experience.  The 
disciples were not convinced that Jesus was the Son of God, the Savior of the world and the King of Israel simply 
because they saw Him risen.  What convinced them was that He was resurrected according to the Scriptures, in 
fulfillment of what the Bible had said would happen to the Messiah.  And long after Jesus had returned to heaven 
and the memory of their month-long experience with the risen Savior had faded, the disciples faith remained strong 
because their faith wasn’t in their experience alone but in their experience as interpreted and validated by the 
Scriptures.   
 
This morning we’re beginning a new series which we’re calling “Hero: Jesus in the Old Testament;” to look at some 
of the things Jesus might have taught those men on the road to Emmaus.  You see, Jesus is the hero of the entire 
Bible and the great story of how God rescues His creation from evil and from death.  Jesus is the theme which ties 
the whole Bible together. The story of the Bible is His story.  He is predicted in the OT and revealed in the New. 
The OT is about Jesus and the only way to understand the OT is by seeing what it teaches about God’s Promised 
Messiah.  How will seeing Jesus in the Old Testament strengthen our faith?  Have you ever read a novel or 
watched a movie in which things happen that you don’t really understand at the time but once you understand the 
whole story, they make perfect sense?  Writers call this foreshadowing; giving hints or clues to suggest what will 
happen later and it’s a common technique in literature.  Sometimes foreshadowing is obvious.  How many horror 
movies do you have to see where somebody says, “Nobody has ever spent the night in the haunted house and 
lived,” before you know that the heroes will be spending the night there?  Sometimes foreshadowing is subtle like 
in the film “Signs,” where unconnected things like a brother’s ability to hit with a baseball bat, water glasses, the 
dialogue of a dying wife, and a son’s asthma all connect at the end in the successful defeat of invading aliens.  
However, remember the bible is not fiction but history. And it wasn’t written by one author or in one lifetime but by 
40 authors over a period of 1600 years.  For actual history to foreshadow events which won’t occur for thousands 
of years requires a single author who not only records history but who controls history.  Personal illus of how my 
faith in God has grown through my knowledge of the Bible. So we’re going to work our way through the Old 
Testament to find Jesus; to get to know Him better and so we can trust Him more.  Sometimes we’ll look at 
specific prophecies and promises of the Messiah which Jesus fulfilled.  Other times we’ll look at foreshadowing; 
how people and events picture what Christ will accomplish when He comes.  What I hope you will be able see by 
the end of this series is that Jesus is the hero of the story of the Bible; that only Jesus could be the hero because 
there are no other candidates; and that His story is not only true but is our story as well. This morning I want to talk 
about why it is crucial that when we read the Bible, we look for Jesus.  If Jesus is the hero of the Bible and the 
theme which ties the whole Bible together, if we miss Jesus, we’ve not only missed the point of the Bible but we will 
not read the Bible as God intends for it to be read.  One of the great paradoxes of life is that while some people 
who take the Scriptures seriously are the most loving, patient and good people you’ll ever meet; other people who 
know the Bible well can be some of the meanest, nastiest and difficult-to-get-along–with; yet they are reading the 
same Bible. How does that happen? And how is it that so many people have so many different interpretations of the 
same book?  I believe that it’s the result of the lens people read the Bible through.  You can make the Bible say 
just about anything just like you can any book if you ignore the story of the Bible.  And if we ignore Jesus and the 
story of redemption we can end up reading a very different Bible than the one God gave us.  This is what 
happened to Jesus.  His severest critics and greatest enemies were those who were most familiar with the Old 
Testament Scriptures and for the rest of our time this morning, I want to look at why this was so and how we can 
fall into the same trap in John 5:39-47.  
 
First, a little background; in John 5, Jesus heals a man who has been paralyzed for 38 years; telling him to take up 



the pallet he has been laying on and to walk. For the first time in 38 years the man is able to get around on his own 
without somebody carrying him; and he happily picks up his bed and walks away.  However, Jesus healed the man 
on the Sabbath and when the Sabbath police see the man carrying his pallet; they pounce and pore rain on his 
parade. “You can’t carry that. You’re breaking the Sabbath!  You’re in big trouble.” The fourth command of the Ten 
Commandments commanded Israel to rest on the seventh day of the week because God had rested on the seventh 
day of Creation. Over the years, the Jews developed hundreds of laws about what you couldn’t do on the Sabbath 
and keeping those rules became more important to many people than just resting which was God’s original 
purpose.  When the Sabbath police confront the man because he is carrying a bed on the Sabbath, he passes the 
buck and replies that the man who just healed him told him to carry it.  Now the Sabbath police have a real crime 
to investigate.  Somebody healed on the Sabbath and if that doesn’t constitute work, what does?  So they go 
after Jesus and Jesus explains that the only way He could heal that man is if God healed him through Him and the 
only reason He’s working on the Sabbath is because God is working on the Sabbath and God is His Father – which 
His enemies correctly understand to mean He is claiming to be equal with God – and that everything God does, 
Jesus does.  But the religious folks can’t get past the Sabbath issue.  If Jesus is from God, why doesn’t He keep the 
Sabbath?  It doesn’t matter to them that He clearly does things only God can do, says things only God could say; 
and fulfills the Biblical prophecies about the Messiah.  Jesus doesn’t keep the Sabbath and His opponents’ 
interpretation of the Bible them to who Jesus really is.  Just as Jesus’ own disciples couldn’t see who Jesus was 
until they saw Him in the story of the Bible, so His enemies can’t recognize who He is because they don’t see Him in 
the story of the Bible. That’s the issue Jesus addresses in John 5:39-47. "You search the Scriptures because you think 
that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you 
may have life. I do not receive glory from men; but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves. I 
have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 
How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the {one 
and} only God? Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom 
you have set your hope. For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. But if you do not 
believe his writings, how will you believe My words?" (John 5:39-47) What is Jesus’ enemies’ problem?  He states it 
at the beginning and at the end of this passage. "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life. (39) Do 
not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your 
hope. For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, 
how will you believe My words?" (45-47) The religious establishment of Israel are misinterpreting the Bible because 
they are not reading it as a seamless story about how God will rescue and restore people and His creation through 
the promised Messiah.  They are missing Jesus as they read the Scriptures and as a result, they are blind to their 
need for Him. You see, it is possible to love the Bible and yet to miss Jesus.  These folks knew the Old Testament 
inside and out; yet they rejected and persecuted Jesus.  Why were the most Biblically literate people of Jesus’ day 
His harshest critics and greatest opponents?  They failed to see Jesus in the Scriptures and because of that failure; 
the Scriptures did them more harm than good.  I want you to notice three symptoms of their blindness to Christ in 
the Scriptures because the same thing happens to us when we fail to see Christ in the Bible and to relate every 
passage to the larger story of redemption.  

1. If my knowledge of the Bible makes me proud, I’ve missed the point of the Bible. 
2. If my knowledge of the Bible makes me self-righteous, I’ve missed the point of the Bible. 
3. If my knowledge of the Bible blinds me to my need for Jesus, I’ve missed the point of the Bible. 

 
The first thing we learn from Jesus’ bible-believing enemies is that if my knowledge of the Bible makes me proud, 
I’ve missed the point of the Bible. Look at the question Jesus asks His opponents.  “How can you believe when you 
receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?” (vs. 44)  
Throughout the Gospels, Jesus says repeatedly that the scribes and Pharisees did all their deeds to be noticed by 
men. They were constantly competing with one another for who knows the Bible, who is the most religious, who is 
the most pious? Moving up the religious ladder and being recognized as the wisest rabbi was their mission in life. 
But Jesus says they don’t even consider what God might think of them. Some people compete in sports, some in 
business, some in social standing and some in romance; but these guys competed in Bible knowledge.  Their 
motive for studying the Bible wasn’t to build their faith in God or to understand what God might be saying to them.  
That’s why Jesus asks, “How can you believe when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the 



glory that is from the one and only God?” When I was assigned to work at Cal with Campus Crusade for Christ in 
1970, I had only been a Christian for a couple of years and I realized immediately that I wasn’t going to be able to 
survive Berkeley spiritually unless I got to know the Bible far better than I did; so I began reading the New 
Testament through once a month and studying the Bible daily; and the more I read and studied, the more my faith 
grew and the more real Christ became to me.  Pretty soon, I began teaching others what I was learning and God 
blessed, lives were changed and I began to feel pretty good about myself. In fact, the more I learned, the prouder I 
became.  And not only did I become proud, the guys I was training became proud as well.  Unlike other 
Christians, we knew the Scriptures, we knew theology; we knew Christ - or so we thought.  But we looked a lot 
more like the Pharisees of Jesus’ day than we did like Jesus; because like the Pharisees, in all our reading and study, 
we missed the point of the Bible.  We thought we were the hero of the Bible rather than Jesus.  The great pastor 
and author, A.W. Tozer said it well. “The Bible can either be the wings to the face of God or a veil over the face of 
God – depending on your attitude.”  When I read the Bible, do I see facts for me to know and things for me to do – 
or do I see Christ and His love and God’s great plan of redemption and worship Him and trust Him more as a result?  
Does the Bible focus me on me or does it focus me on God? Does the Bible humble me or make me proud?  If the 
more of the Bible I know, the prouder I become, then I’ve missed Jesus and here is why.  Look at what Jesus says 
about Himself in this passage. “I do not receive glory from men; but I know you, that you do not have the love of God 
in yourselves. I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, you 
will receive him. How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is 
from the {one and} only God? (John 5:41-44)  Do you see the difference between Jesus and these Bible scholars?  
“I do not receive glory from men.”  I am always challenged by that statement.  When I was younger, I often chose 
to please people than to please God.  Then I began to trust God to give me favor with people.  I still wanted their 
approval; I just tried to use God to get it.  But the more I look at Jesus in the Bible, the more I see that approval 
and recognition from people isn’t worth seeking at all. Jesus says that glory and recognition from people is not only 
something He doesn’t seek, He doesn’t even receive it when it’s given.  Jesus doesn’t take human opinions of Him 
seriously at all, because as John 2:25 says, He knows what’s in man.  He knows how fickle we are, how inconsistent 
we are. He knows we can honor Him one minute and deny Him the next.  Instead Jesus seeks God’s approval, the 
glory that comes from the one and only true God; and the only glory that counts – because as a man, Jesus read the 
Bible correctly.  People aren’t the hero of the Bible, God is.  People don’t determine our value, God does. But 
because Jesus’ enemies don’t see the story and the hero of redemption in the Scriptures, they think the Bible is 
about them and so they were not only proud; they were insecure, hungry for the praise and recognition of others to 
confirm they really are the hero rather than looking for the praise that comes from God. And that’s why they reject 
Christ who tells them the truth about themselves but they receive those who recognize and honor them. If I make 
the Bible about me, it encourages my pride and self-centeredness.  If I make the Bible about Jesus, it humbles me 
and makes me appreciate all that He has done for me; and it makes me far less concerned about what people think 
of me.  
 
Here is a second symptom of missing Christ and the story of redemption in the Bible.  If my knowledge of the Bible 
makes me self-righteous, I’ve missed the point of the Bible.  Look at John 5:45-47 “Do not think that I will accuse 
you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope. For if you believed 
Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My 
words?"  When Jesus says the Jewish bible scholars had fixed their hope on Moses (meaning the first five books of 
the Bible, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy which were called the books of Moses) – yet 
didn’t believe Moses because he wrote about Jesus, he means they focused on the laws Moses gave Israel without 
considering how those laws fit into the entire story of the Bible.  As Jesus said earlier, they search the Scriptures 
because they think that eternal life is found there – and it is – just not where they’re looking.  They believed that 
eternal life would be their reward for keeping the laws of Moses; completely ignoring what Moses had written in 
Genesis about man’s problem and God’s solution.  That’s why they were so overboard on the Sabbath. God 
commanded the Sabbath to be a day of blessing, a day to rest.  But over the 400 years between the Jews’ return 
from the Babylonian captivity and the time of Christ, hundreds and hundreds of laws had been enacted to define 
what exactly constituted work, so that the Sabbath had become a major headache for most Jews because they had 
to be so careful not to violate one of these little man-made regulations and become liable to criminal prosecution. 
Because these scholars missed Jesus and the story of redemption in the Scriptures, they turned the law into 
something it was never intended to be; the way we enter eternal life.  But the fact that along with the commands 



in the law God included the sacrifices for the times His people would fail to keep the law should have told these 
scholars that nobody gets eternal life by what they do.  The Law wasn’t given to save us: it was given to show us 
we need to be saved and that we cannot save ourselves.  It shows us how far short of God’s standard we all fall 
which is why we need a Savior – which is what Moses wrote about.  But these scholars who take such pride in their 
knowledge of the Bible completely missed its point.  That’s why Jesus says that when these guys stand before God 
at the judgment, Jesus won’t condemn them, Moses will.  “Lord, look at how well we kept Your commandments.”  
“Really?  What do you think, Moses?” And Moses will say, “What about this commandment; or this one; or this 
one?  You didn’t keep those, or those or those.  I know because I wrote them.”  And the scholars will say, 
“Nobody can keep all of those commandments perfectly.”  And Moses will say, “That’s what you were supposed to 
learn from them.  That’s why God provided a sacrifice for all your failures through the sacrifice of His Son which 
was foreshadowed by all those thousands of animal sacrifices.  But you ignored all that.  You never asked how 
the laws fit into the whole story I wrote or why you needed a champion and a Savior.  You thought the story was 
about you rather than about Him.” If my reading of the Bible makes me self-righteous and moralistic; if I think being 
a Christian is about keeping the rules and being perfect and never failing, I have missed the point of the Bible; and 
we do it all the time.  I look back on all the sermons I have preached and in far too many, the primary point I have 
made is here’s how you should live and why you aren’t living that way.  And I imagine all those Sundays people 
walked out of here feeling like failures.  “Thanks John, I needed that.” But that’s not the point of the Bible.  The 
Bible – as we’ve seen in Luke 24 and John 5 - is not primarily about us, it is about Jesus.  And the message we 
should get when we read the Bible or hear the Bible taught isn’t, “Aren’t we great? Or even, aren’t we a bunch of 
losers.”  It’s “Isn’t Jesus great?  And isn’t God a loving and gracious God?”  Are there commands in the Bible?  
Sure.  Aren’t we supposed to keep those commands?  Of course, but we keep those commands, not by focusing 
on ourselves and our duty to keep them but by focusing on the One who enables us to keep them.  The Bible is 
intended to build our faith and it is faith which enables us to obey.  Every time I read the Bible, I ask, “What am I 
supposed to do?  How do I fail to do it?  How did Jesus do it for me?  How does Jesus do it in me?”  But if I’m 
self-righteous and condemning and a stickler for rules rather than a worshiper of Jesus, like the bible scholars Jesus 
is talking to in John 5, I have missed the point of the Bible.   
 
And that brings us to the third symptom of missing Jesus and the story of redemption in the Bible: if my knowledge 
of the Bible blinds me to my need for Jesus, I’ve missed the point of the Bible. Look at vs. 47 again.  Jesus says, 
“But if you do not believe his (Moses’) writings, how can you believe My words.”  Because these guys failed to see 
the story of redemption in the Scriptures, they failed to recognize their need for Christ. As Jesus said, “You are 
unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.” (40) And again in vs. 43 “I have come in My Father’s name and 
you do not receive me.”  And again in vs. 46, “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for He wrote of 
Me.”  If these men had read the Bible correctly in light of the overall story of the Bible, they would have recognized 
Jesus. In fact, one of John’s great themes in the Gospel of John is how Jesus fulfills all that the Old Testament 
foreshadows.  In John 1, when John the Baptist sees Jesus, he says, “Behold the lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world.”  Jesus is that sacrificial lamb upon whom God lays all our sin.  Later in John 1, Jesus tells his new 
disciple Nathaniel that he will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son 
of Man.  Nathaniel would immediately think of the story of Jacob when he in a dream sees a ladder into heaven, 
connecting heaven and earth, with angels going up and going down.  And Jesus tells Nathaniel, “I’m the ladder to 
heaven; I connect heaven and earth so that those on earth can enter heaven.”  In John 2, in the wedding at Cana, 
Jesus turns water into wine in six stone pots used for the Jewish custom of purifying one’s body; showing that He is 
the one who purifies.  In John 2, after Jesus cleanses the temple for the first time and is asked what sign He can 
show the temple leaders that He has authority to do this, He replies, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will 
raise it up,” speaking of the temple of His body and the resurrection.  He is the true temple, the place where we 
meet God.  In John 3, He tells the Jewish scholar, Nicodemus, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
the Son of Man must be lifted up,” referring to time in the wilderness when Israel encountered a great plague of 
deadly snakes and people were dying as soon as they were bitten.  God told Moses to make a bronze serpent and 
to lift it up on a pole and whoever looked at the serpent was healed.  Jesus is the great healer who is lifted up on 
the cross so that whoever looks on Him and believes is healed.  We could go on and on through John but the point 
is, the more we read the Bible as about Jesus and the story of redemption, the more we will see our need for Christ 
and the more our faith in Him will grow; because we are not the hero of the Bible but Jesus is and our job is to trust 
Him to do for us what we cannot do for ourselves. Paul writes in Romans 10:17, “Faith comes by hearing and 



hearing by the word of Christ.” How does our faith grow?  But hearing and reading the word of Christ.  Up until 
this week, I’ve wondered why Paul didn’t say “the word of God” but now I understand what He means.  The Bible 
is the word of Christ because Jesus is God – which means we can throw away our red letter Bibles because 
everything the Bible says are the words of Jesus, not just His words in the gospel.  But when Paul says that faith 
comes by hearing the word of Christ, I think he also means the word about Christ; because as we’ve seen, rightly 
understood, the Bible should always get us to Christ and increase our faith in Him – if we’re reading it correctly.  
The more I understand the Bible, the more dependent on Jesus I will become.  That’s why we never outgrow the 
gospel and God’s plan of redemption through Jesus. We become Christians by depending on Jesus for our salvation; 
believing that He became one of us to fulfill the Old Testament promises and do for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves, living the life we failed to live so that God can credit His righteousness to all who put their faith in Him, 
dying the death we deserve to die and bearing the punishment for our sins so that God can pardon all who put their 
faith in Him and rising from the dead in our behalf so that all who trust Him will live forever.  We grow as 
Christians by applying the gospel to more and more areas of our life; trusting Jesus to do for us what we cannot do 
for ourselves.  Jesus has saved me and Jesus is saving me every day.  The Christian life is not me doing my best for 
Jesus; it is Jesus doing His best in me and the more familiar I become with the Bible, the more I rely on Jesus daily.  
I was reading John 4 last week where Jesus tells His disciples, “My food is to do the will of God and to accomplish 
His work;” how doing God will was more pleasurable and strengthening to Jesus than eating. And I thought, “that’s 
not true of me yet.”  But then I realized that Jesus lives in me and doing God’s will is still His food; His pleasure and 
delight; and that when I cooperate with Him and do the things He would do and trust Him to do them through me, I 
experience that same pleasure and delight.  In fact, when I do things that are normally uncomfortable or things I 
don’t want to do out of faith in Jesus – striking up a conversation with a stranger for example or helping someone I 
don’t really have time to help – I experience Him, His power and His pleasure.  Jesus is the hero of our lives; not us.  
That’s why we need to read the Bible the way God intended; as His story, not ours. 
 
2016 Creekside Community Church. All rights reserved. Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE® © The Lockman Foundation 
1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977. Used by permission 
 


